
Washington County, MD

AGENDA

Washington County Board of Elections
June 14,2022

Minutes of the Mav 10.2022Reqular Board Meetinq:

Reports:
l. Election Director
ll. Attorney

New Business:
Polling Place Evaluation Form
Early Voting (set-up, schedule)
Election Schedule, Public Demo, Canvasses, verification of supplies

17718 Virginia Avenue Hagerstown, MD 21740 240.313.2050 240.313.2062 711

WWW.WASH CO- M D E LE CTI O N S. O RG

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

*

Board Meeting to be held on Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 3PM. Meeting will be held in
person but may also be attended virtually. Call in information is provided below.

Call Meetins to Order:

Record Those Present:

Swearinq in of Board of Ganvassers (Kevin Tucker. Clerk of the Circuit Court):

Request for Additions/Chanqes to Aqenda:

Gorrespondence:
l. Article "Hogan Veto Jeopardizes Timely Election Results" emailed to the Board

on June 1,2022.
Il. Article "Montgomery County executive calls for special session to deal with mail-

in voting veto" emailed to the Board on June 2,2022.

Old Business:
l. 2020 Census and Redistricting - update
ll. FY23 Final Budget
lll. Election Worker Training
lV. Translation Service
V. Police Service in the office during Election and Canvasses

Members Remarks:



Executive Session:
Part of the meeting may be closed in accordance with Open Meeting Act Procedures.
Public Participation: Members of the public may address the Board. Pursuant to 93.28
of the Board's bylaws, public participation at a meeting must be pre-scheduled and pre-
approved by the President. To request approval to speak at a board meeting, contact
Kaye Robucci a|240.313.2053 or by Email no later than 5 pm the day before the
meeting.

Call In Instructions for the Meetins:

Meeting lD
meet. oooq le. com/wsn-x psk-rnw

Phone Numbers
(US) +1 15-599-7283
PIN: 123 971 361#

Schedulinq of Next Meetinq:

Distributed lnformation:

Future Events:



STATE OF MARYI.AND
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LARRY HO€AN

May 2'1,2022

The Honorable Adrienne A. Jones

Speaker ofthe House ofDelegates

H- 10 t State House

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Mr. kesident and Madam Speaker:

In accordance with Article II, Section t7 ofthe Maryland Cons$ution, I havc vctocd House Bill 862 and Scmte Bill
163 - Election Law - Ballots - hocessing and Reporting Procedures.

As thc vcry foundation of democracy, free and f8ir elections providc citizans with a voice that is csscntisl to tlrc

accountability ofelccted officials and the propcr functioning ofgovcmment. Amidst the many unccrtaintics ofan
unEecedeotd global pardemic, tbe 2020 election cycle expqienced a Eemendous cxpamion of mail-in voting

across our State aod the entire nation - and as more aad more votcrs embr8ce mail-in yotitrg, it is imperstive that wc

rcmain mindful of maintaining that crucial balance bctwccn ease ofacccss and election intcgrity.

Several provisions within Housc Bill 862 and SeDate Bill 163 offcr positive changes !o State election law. Early

canvassing ofabscntce ballots would allolv hard working elcction ofiicials to get a much needcd hcad stan ort the

dcluge ofballot envelopes that, und€r current law, must wail until 8ftcr Eleclion Day for processing. Precinct level

rcporting that includes early, absentee, and provisional ballots would provide valuable information to elected

omcials in relation to their constituents, as well as to election officials regarding the allocation ofresources.

Additionalty, thc codification ofa ballol curing process would allow voterc an opportunity to correct an error by
providing a signature for the oath on an abscntce ballot envelope - and thercfore, have their vote counted.

Maximizing votcr participation and providing citizens with accessiblc and convenient ways to cast their ballots is

vital to a healthy dcmocracy. Just as equally vital, however, are election security and voter confidence - and most

scholan agrec that abusc does happen morE so with mail-in voting versus voting in person. Yet, as our votc by mail

numbcrs rise, the missitrg piece h this legislation is that balance - for even thc cppearazce of impropriety or thc

oppoftunity for fraud can be enough to undcrmine citizens' confidence in their electoral system. While this

legislation allows a voter to provide 8 missing signature by one of several ways - including in person, mail, email,

and text - it remains silcnt on basic secuity measurcs such as signaturc verification - with Maryland being onc of
only nine states that does not conduct signahre verification - and do€s nothing to address ballot colle{ting.

For these rcasons, I have vetoed House Bill 862 and Senate Bill 163.

Sincerely,

trtw-
Lawrmcc J. Hogaq Jr

Govcmor

STATE HOUSE, ANNAPOLIS. MARYLANO AI40I
(:1ro) 97zr 39or r -Croo-€r I r-a336

TTY USERS CALL VIA MO RELAY

The Honorable Bill Ferguson

Presideni ofthe Maryland Senate

H-107 State House

Annapolis, MD 21401



Montgomery Gounty executiye calls lor special session to deal

with mail-in voting ueto
Et.: Brv;ij P. S.a's L)a y P.-..oiij Goyeinffeni [],.rorier jrr.1r 1 21-122

Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich on Wednesday called for a special session and
compromise on a vetoed mail-in voting law.
The leader of the most populous jurisdiction in the state said Gov. Larry Hogan's veto of a

bill last Friday will sow angst and conspiracy theories in the 2022 election.
"I hope the governor will consider some way of ensuring people have confidence in the
vote by ensuring the votes get counted on time and not delayed," Elrich told repofters.
Hogan announced the vetoes as part of a final tranche of bills that were passed by the
General Assembly.
The identical House and Senate bills would allow local boards of election to process mail-in
ballots starting eight days before the start of early voting and ending the day early voting
begins. Results from those ballots would be announced on election night after polls close.
The bills sent to Hogan effectively codified how mail-in ballots were handled in 2020. It also
settled a conflict in cases where a voter mails in a ballot but then attempts to vote in
person.
"If we're going to expand ballot curing, why would we not also bolster ballot oversight?"
said Michael Ricci, a spokesman for Hogan.
Elrich argued that Hogan's vetoes now mean local boards of election wlll be handcuffed
from processing ballots until two days after the election.
Ricci said he would not "engage on hypotheticals" related to a special session, adding "but
you've hit on another drawback, which was an election bill that called for changes so close
to an election. It's also worth noting that this bill wasn't presented early, along with what
were considered leadership's highest priorities."
The chasm between Democrats and Republicans on mail-in voting is not insignificant.
Democrats are more likely to take advantage of early and expanded vote-by-mail options.
Republicans tend to vote on election day.
In 2020, President Donald Trump won the election day vote in many states only to see
margins shrink or disappear as mail-in ballots were tabulated. The results gave rise to some
conspiracy theories that results were tampered with.
In Maryland, the largest of the state's jurisdictions are home to more Democrats. Smaller
more rural counties favor Republicans.
"I don't think that psychologically people need to hear that once again you're not going to
know vote results for two more days or three more days because we're not counting votes
that were mailed in until two days later," Elrich told reporters. "I think it causes
unnecessary anxiety. We've already seen what people are able to do with a story like this
and spin it into a tale that has no bearing on reality but still finds an anchor in the
community. And I believe that it would be worthwhile, if for no other purpose, to get into a
special session to discuss amending the bill so it addresses the part that is critical to getting
the votes processed on time and leave the rest of it for debate another day."
Ricci, Hogan's spokesman, dismissed Elrich's concerns.
"It's irresponsible to assed without evidence that there will be all kinds of mass confusion in
the days after the election," said Ricci. "Moreover, the governor's letter noted that early



canvassing was a positive in the bill. Ideally, Sen. (Cheryl) Kagan would have pursued a
bipartisan bill based on that kind of common ground rather than a partisan measure that
didn't get through until the last hours of the session. "
Hogan, in his veto messagef rejected the legislation not because of what was in the
measure but what was not included.
"Yet, as our vote by mail numbers rise, the missing piece in this leglslation is that balance -
for even the appearance of impropriety or the opportunity for fraud can be enough to
undermine citizens' confidence in their electoral system," Hogan wrote in his veto letter.
The governor criticized the legislation for not requiring signature verification and banning
so-called ballot harvesting. Both have been concerns raised repeatedly by Republican
lawmakers and rejected by the Democratic majority.
Hogan issued the veto Friday afternoon at the start of the Memorial Day holiday weekend
as part of more than 200 bills that went into law without his signature or were rejected.
Elrich said a special session on a compromise bill could solve problems for large counties
such as his.
But neither a compromise nor a special session are likely needed.
Bills passed in the fourth year of a term cannot be overridden in January when the new
General Assembly is seated. A summer special session before the primary wouldn't require
a compromise as Elrich suggested.
Democrats who hold a super majority in the House and Senate could call a special session
to deal with the issue. Both bills passed with numbers indicating the ability to simply
override Hogan.
But there seems to be little will in the General Assembly to call a special session weeks
before early voting begins.
Historically, the General Assembly has shied away from passing election law in the last year
of a term. The pandemic and the massive increase in mail-in voting required some action.
Sources familiar with election law said there were other options rather than a special
session.
In many cases, the State Board of Elections could pass emergency regulations to address
issues such as curing missing signatures and conflicts when a voter mails in a ballot but
also votes in person. A legislative panel could approve those regulations in time for the July
primary.
Additionally, state law allows state or local boards of election to go to court to seek a
waiver on some ballot-counting laws under extreme circumstances.
But the state and local boards are controlled by Republicans appointed by Hogan, raising
questions about whether any would authorize a lawsuit.
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Annopolis, MD 21401

Dcor Board of Elcctions Menrbcrs,

Dcspitc thc Gdvcmor's dccision laqt wcck to vrlo Housc Bill lt62 (tlB 862) 8nd Seflstc Bill 163

(SB l6l), tlut docs not precludc tlc Slatc Boord of Ehctions fmm mnklng necessary rcgulstory

thungcs to inrprove clectio,r odministrntion bcfore the primlry eli'r"'tion ond ensun proccdurcs rrc
nraintsincd for thc durution ofthe elcction cycle.

ln rccanl yeon. mnny stutcs hlvc passcd lows to reslrict access to thc bsllot mot€d in bmcless

claims ofelerrion fruud. Hos,cvcr, here in Marylund, we takc pdde in upholding un inclusivc, fair,
and sccue elcction rystcm to rxpand voting opportunitirs ond ensure thut vutrrs have multiplc
options bclbrc und on Election Day- This is why thc Gcnr.ml Asscmbly passcd Iegislslion to &llov
Elccdon Day registration, permucnt mail.in voting, rnd errly voting expmsion in rccent ycus.

Despitc thc Covcrnor's vcto, wc bclicvc the State Board hss the lools ayailablc to act now end

emure neccs$q/ regulotions arc edoptcd to improve ddministrBtion for 2022 election cych.

Thc legislation veroed by thc Oovemor rvcs not an ovcrhaul of M0rylud's voting system. but a
codificalion ofmany oflhc neccssrry irnprovemenls implemented by this vcry Stotc Board for tht
2020 clcction cycle, during the hcat ofthr COVID.l9 pandcmic. This vcto hrs only lcll ur rvith
morc questions, since rvc shuc the scntiment exprrssrd by the Oovemor thlt provisions ofrhcsc
bills arc positivc chmges to Statc election l8w. LeBislalive lcaden rvorked in pBrhership rvith

Stste Bnd locol elecrion odministru]ors to hdp improvr the elBtion process arul codify largcly
succeeslul rcgulatory pructices in H8862/5Bl63.
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lnlprove lhr Bollol Cudug Procesi

Ballot curing is Slrcady rcquirul in rcgulutions, inchrding thc prompt notilicetion to o votcr of 0

bollot mi*ing s signolure. Tlrrsr. practiccs werc suscesslul during the 2020 clccriun duc to thr.
incrcrrsc in mril.in ballou. Emcrgcncy rcgulations shouhl bc sdoptrd liom rhD lcgixlution rrxluiring
local bosrds lo nolify n votcr no lulr.r thun lhrce businc$s duyJ aflcr lhc locul bourd lcoms a volrr
hus fuilcrl to sign tlrc oirth on rhe bsllot cnvclopc.

Adtlitionrtlly, r$gulutions should bc cL'nr thrrt n volcr lndy corrccl o signlturc omission by choicc

ol'e.mril. d mailcd lbmr, or by r visit l0 thc lorul board officc. h is olso our hopc that rhe Statc

Board will rvork with local boords to cxplorc options lo concct un onrisrion by picturc tcxt rncssuge

and an acccssiblc orline portol lbr l'uturc cleclio s.

Mollln Bellot rlld Provlslonel Brllot Recclvcd by l'oter

Cuncnt rcgulalions covcr scvcral sccnorior iI muhiplc ballots by a ringlc volcr ur rcccivcd onrt

rvhrtfur a bullot is ultimatcly countcd or rcjetcd.

Th. Shte Boord should immr'diutcly &dop( thc sumc rcgulation that it 0doplcd during the 2020

clectlon rvhich rr'qulrcd that whcn a muil-in und provisionul bsllot alt rcrcivcd frum lhc ssmc

individual, lhe rrrail.in bollot is counrcd. This rlocs not tunllict with stututc und falls squarcly

rvithin thc Board's powcr of "goveming thc !'anv6c{." Funlrcrmore, 0 votcr's intcnl should be

presumcd to hovc cast a volirl votc unlcss thcrc is cvidcncc to shore othcnvise. Currcnt rcguhtionr
rvhi!'h rcjc!.1 botll bullots in lhis *^cnurio arc not uurhorizcd or supporrcd by stotutc ond murl bc
gnrcnrlctl,

As thc 2022 clrxrion cyclc continucs, rcc luok lbrwerd to o prompr rcsolution of thesc isru* ud
belicvc rll voters will bc beltcr scrved as s rcsuh. Thank you rgain for your work undcr

unpreccdmlc{ circumslancet during thc 2020 election to implcnrcnt cnrrgcncy rcgulutions and

impruvc the elcction proccsJ.

Arlricnnc A- JoIcs
Speukcr olthe Hourc

William C- Fcrguson lV
scnate Prcsidcnt

Sinecrcly, bLw
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The Department of Legislative Services
General Assembly of Maryland

Prepared this document

For further information concerning this document contact:

Library and Information Services
Office of Policy Analysis

Department of Legislative Serv ices
90 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Baltimore Area: 410-946-5400 r Washington Area: 301-970-5400
Other Areas: l-800-492-7122, Extension 5400

TTY: 410-946-540 I . 301-970-5401
TTY users may also use the Maryland Relay Service

to contact the General Assembly.

Email: libr@mlis.state.md.us
Home Page: http://dls.maryland.gov

The Department of Legislative Services does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry,color,
creed, marital status, national origin, race, religion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or
disability in the admission or access to its progmms, services, or activities. The Departrnent's
Information Officer has been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination
requirements contained in Section 35.107 ofthe Department ofJustice Regulations. Requests for
assistance should be directed to the Information O{ficer at the telephone numbers shown above.
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PartC-StateGovetnment c-9

Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day

The Tuskegee Airmen were a group of African American military pilots who served the
United States with distinction during World War II and overcame a history of segregation and
social barriers to serve their country. The first aviation cadets ofthe Tuskegee Airmen completed
pilot training and received their wings during the month of March. Senote Bill SlHouse Bill 479
(Chs. 67 and 68) reqrire the Govemor to annually proclaim the fourth Thursday in March as

Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day. The proclamation must urge educational and cultural
organizations to observe Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day through appropriate and
informative programs and activities.

Elections

Ballot Processing and Reporting Procedures

Due to concems about the safety ofin-person voting during the coronavirus pandemic, the
number of voters casting absentee ballots in the 2020 elections greatly increased compared to
previous elections. The number ofvoters casting ballots by mail in future elections is expected to
remain higher than in elections before 2020, due in part to various measures taken by the
General Assembly and election officials in recent years to make absentee voting more accessible
and convenient. Senate Bill l63lHouse Bill 862 (both passed) facilitate more timely processing
of absentee ballots by authorizing local boards of elections to accept, reject, open, or process an

absentee ballot starting on the day that is eight business days before the first day of early voting.
Current law prohibits a local board from opening any envelope of an absentee ballot before the
Wednesday following Election Day. A local board may not, however, tabulate absentee ballot vote
totals before the polls close on Election Day, except in lhe 2022 statewide primary election.

The bills also require a local board to review the envelope of an absentee ballot for the
omission of the voter's signature on the oath promptly after receipt ofthe ballot. A ballot that is
not accompanied by a signed oath may not be counted. The State Board of Elections (SBE) must
adopt regulations requiring a local board to notifu a voter who failed to sign the oath as soon as

practicable but not later than three business days after the failure was determined and provide the
voter an opportunity to provide a signature and have the ballot counted. The regulations must allow
a voter to supply a signature to the local board through a digital picture message sent by email, or
beginning June 1,2023, mobile telephone. A voter may choose to communicate with the local
board to correct a failure to sign the oath through email, a mailed form, an in-person visit to the
local board office, or, beginning June 1,2023, text message and an accessible online portal.

The bills also alter canvassing procedures when more than one ballot, in separate
envelopes, is received from the same individual for the same election by requiring the local board
to count the first ballot from an individual that is determined to be legally sufficient and reject any
other ballot. Finally, the bills require that a report ofelection results produced by SBE include the
early, absentee, and provisional vote broken down by precinct. The bills also repeal requirements



c-10 The 90 DEJ Repon

board of canvassers includethat a statement of election results produced by each local
precinct-level results and that the statement be provided on paper.

Voting Systems Costs and Polling Places

Chapter 564 of200l requires that (l) each county pay for its share of 50% of the State's
cost of acquiring and operating the uniform statewide voting systems for voting in polling places

and for absentee voting, including the cost of maintenance, storage, printing ofbaltots, technical
support and programming, related supplies and materials, and software licensing fees and (2) a
county's share of the cost of acquiring and operating the uniform statewide voting systems be

based on the county's voting age population. Senate Bill 158 (Ch.35,) codifies this requirement
and establishes the intent of the General Assembly that the Act makes no substantive change to
the cost-sharing requirements for the uniform statewide voting systems between the State and
county govemments as enacted by Chapter 564 of 2001. The Act also requires that in the
2022 statewide primary and general elections, in-person voting on Election Day be conducted at a
total number ofprecinct polling places that is at least equal to the total number ofprecinct polling
places that were open for in-person voting on Election Day in the 2018 statewide general election.
The total number of precinct polling places required to be open for voting in the 2022 elections
may not be reduced (l) by a local board or SBE, under specified statutory authority goveming the
establishment and alteration ofprecincts and polling place locations; (2) by a circuit court or any
other court, under specified statutory authority for SBE or a local board to petition a circuit court
to take specified action in emergency circumstances; or (3) with the exception of emergency
authority of the Govemor, by a person acting under authority of any other provision of law. The
bill does not limit the authority of the Govemor to specift altemate voting locations during a
declared state of emergency.

With certain exceptions, statute prohibits an election from being held in any building or
part ofany building used or occupied by an establishment that holds an alcoholic beverages license.

Senate Bill 907lHouse Bill 32E (both passed) repeal this prohibition and instead require SBE to
adopt regulations goveming the use ofa building or part ofa building that is owned, occupied, or
partially occupied by an establishment that holds an alcoholic beverages license as a polling place.

The regulations must require a local board to prioritize the placement of polling Iocations in
buildings that are not owned, occupied, or partially occupied by an establishment that holds an

alcoholic beverages license. SBE is required to adopt the regulations by August 31, 2022, and the
statutory changes take effect contingent on the adoption ofthe regulations. Ifthe State Board does

not adopt the regulations by August 31,2022, the changes will not take effect.

Contested Elections

Senate Bill l|llHouse Bill 291 (both passed) alter various requirements relating to the
conduct and financing ofan election contest, including a recount or ajudicial challenge. The bills
require a county, rather than the candidate who petitioned for the recount, to pay the costs of a
recount when the margin of difference between the number of votes received by an apparent

winner and the losing candidate with the highest number ofvotes for an office is 0.25% or less of
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the total votes cast for those candidates. For ballot questions, the county must pay for a recount,
rather than the registered voter who petitioned for the recount, when the margin of difference
between the number ofvotes cast for and the number cast against the ballot question is 0.25% or
less. Under current law, for both candidate elections and ballot questions, a county must pay for a
recount when the margin ofdifference is 0.1% or less. The bills also prohibit a recount when the
margin of difference is greater than 57o.

The bills authorize a campaign finance entity to accept contributions and make
expenditures to pay for a recount or judicial challenge to an election. The bills also repeal a
provision providing that limits on contributions and transfers to campaign finance entities do not
affect the right of an individual to pay reasonable legal expenses associated with maintaining or
contesting the results of an election. The bills require a person who accepts public campaign
financing to establish a separate contested election committee to pay costs associated with
contesting an election. Additionally, the bills establish various requirements for a contested
election committee, including the organization of the committee, limits on donations, reporting
requirements, late filing fees and other sanctions for a failure to file a report, and retum ofunspent
funds. Finally. the bills authorize a county to provide public financing to a contested election
committee as part ofany public financing system the county chooses to establish for offices in the
Executive or Legislative branches ofcounty govemment.

Campaign Finance

Senate Bill 15 (passed) makes various changes to enhance enforcement of campaign
finance [aw. The bill extends the statute of limitations, from three years to four years, for a
misdemeanor offense under State election law and for a civil fine for an unknowing violation of
campaign hnance laws and certain other State election laws. The bill also establishes a four-year
statute of limitations for certain civil fines for violations of campaign finance laws and laws
goveming disclosure of campaign contributions by persons doing public business.

The bill increases the maximum civil penalty SBE may impose on a campaign finance
entity for specified violations from $500 for each violation to $1,000 for each violation.

The bill prohibits an individual with an unpaid civil penalty from (l) becoming a candidate
or becoming a treasurer for a campaign finance entity; (2) being issued a certificate of nomination;
or (3) being deemed to be elected to office, taking the oath or otherwise assuming the duties ofthe
oflice, or receiving any salary or compensation for the office. In addition, an official may not issue
a commission or administer an oath of office to an individual who has an unpaid civil penalty.

The bill increases fees and penalties for failure to comply with Title l4 ofthe Election Law
Article, which requires reporting of contributions by persons doing public business. The bill
expands existing authority to impose late filing fees on persons doing public business if they fail
to file required statements ofcampaign contributions with SBE. The bill establishes a civil penalty
of up to $5,000 for unknowing violations of the law and specifies procedures for the State
Prosecutor to impose the penalty. The bill separately authorizes SBE to impose a civil penalty of
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up to $1,000 for certain violations. The bill also increases the maximum monetary criminal penalty
for violations from $1,000 to $25,000 and establishes several new criminal offenses related to
these provisions.

Under the Public Ethics Law, a person who, within a specified six-month reporting period,
spends at least $500 to provide compensation to one or more regulated lobbyists and contributes
$500 or more to specified State elected officials or candidates for those offices must file statements
with SBE regarding the contributions. The bill alters this provision to require any person who
spends at least $500 during a specified six-month reporting period to provide compensation to one
or more regulated lobbyists to file reports, regardless ofwhether the person made contributions of
$500 or more. The bill requires a person required to file a statement to maintain certain records.
The bill increases the maximum monetary criminal penalty applicable to violations of these
provisions from $1,000 to $25,000 and authorizes SBE to impose a civil penalty of up to $1,000
for certain violations. The bill also establishes several new criminal offenses related to these
provisions.

House Bill 17 (Ch, 109) requires a person who solicits a recurring contribution for a
political committee, or a recurring donation for an independent expenditure or electioneering
communication, to receive the affirmative consent of the contributor or donor for the recurring
contribution or donation. The passive action ofa contributor or donor, including failing to uncheck
a prechecked box authorizing a recurring contribution or donation, does not meet the requirement
for affirmative consent under the Act. A person who obtains affirmative consent for a recurring
contribution or donation must provide a receipt with each recurring contribution or donation that
discloses certain information, including how to cancel the recurring contribution or donation. A
person who obtains a contribution or donation in violation of the Act must immediately retum the
contribution or donation to the contributor or donor. SBE may impose a civil penalty for each

violation of the Act. The Act takes effect January l, 2023.

Senate Bill 239 (passed,) prohibits a person from using any contributor hformation from
any report or statement required under State campaign finance law for purposes of commercial
solicitation. The bill also prohibits a person from publishing contributor information in
newspapers, magazines, books, websites, or other similar media for the purpose of facilitating
commercial solicitation.

Political Parties

Senate Bill 500 (passed) alters the number of members of the Arne Arundel County
Republican Party Central Committee elected from each county council district from three to two.

Redistricting

Congressional district boundaries must be redrawn every 10 years following the decennial

census to adjust for population changes. Congressional districts must comply with the

U.S. Constitution and the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965. The U.S. Census Bureau has
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apportioned eight congressional seats to Maryland in accordance with 2020 census figures. Based
on adjusted Maryland population counts used for redistricting, the ideal population for each

congressional district in the State is 771,925.

ln July 2021, the Presiding Officers of the General Assembly appointed the Legislative
Redistricting Advisory Commission to conduct virh:al and in-person town hall meetings across
the State and to prepare congressional and State legislative district plans for consideration by the
General Assembly. Chapter 32 of the 2021 special session established new boundaries for the
State's congressional districts and was based on the work ofthe commission.

ln 2022, the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County considered two consolidated cases

(Szeliga er. a/ v. Lamone et. al and Parrott er. a/ v. Lamone el. a/) challenging the
2021 congressional districting plan. On March 25, 2022, the circuit court entered a declaratory
judgment ruling that the 2021 congressional districting plan violates the Maryland Constitution
and Declaration of Rights and issued a permanent injunction enjoining the State from using.
applying, administering, enforcing, or implementing the 2021 plan in any future election in
Maryland, including the 2022 primary and general elections. While the Maryland Constitution
does not explicitly address congressional districting, the circuit court held that Article III, Section 4
of the Maryland Constitution, which establishes standards for legislative districts in the State,
applies to congressional districting. Article lll, Section 4 of the Maryland Constitution requires
each legislative district to consist ofadjoining territory, be compact in form, and be ofsubstantially
equal population, and further requires that due regard be given to natural boundaries and the
boundaries ofpolitical subdivisions.

The circuit court remanded the plan to the General Assembly to develop a new plan that
comports with Article III, Section 4 of the Maryland Constitution and the Voting Rights Act by
March 30, 2022. ln response to this mandate, the General Assembly passed a new map in
Senate Bill 1012 (Ch. 16), which the Govemor signed into law on April 4, 2022. The State
subsequently dropped its appeal of the circuit court's decision, which means that the new map will
be used in 2022 and subsequent elections.

For information conceming State legislative redistricting, see the subpart
"General Assembly" of this part of this 90 Day Report.

Ethics

Fundraising by University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus Employees

The Maryland Public Ethics Law generally prohibits a public official or employee from
soliciting any gift for themselves or others, including for charitable causes, or from intentionally
using the prestige of office or public position for their private gain or that of another.
Senate Bill S$9/Ilouse Bill 907 (both passed) authorize, notwithstanding these restrictions, an
employee of the University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus (UMB) to solicit gifts or proposals



Report ofCounsel to the Washington County Board ofElections

Jtne 14,2022

ln the Matter of Seth Wilson, No. C-02-CV -22-000078 (Cir. Ct. A.A. Cnty.). On January 14,

2022, Seth Wilson, the Chairman of the Washington County Republican Party Central

Committee, filed a petition forjudicial review ofthe determination and approval, respectively,

by the Washington County Board ofElections and SBE, ofthe locations for early voting centers

in Washington County for the 2022 elections. On January 19,2022, the agencies were provided
notice ofthe petition forjudicial review by the Clerk ofthe court. On March 22,2022, the
agencies filed administrative records. The petitioner filed his memorandum of law on April 21,
2022. The Washington County Board of Elections filed its memorandum ollaw on May 20,
2022. T\e SBE filed its memorandum of law on May 31,2022. A hearing on the petition has

been scheduled for August 15,2022.

Paul Corderman vs. Shawn Perry, the Washington County Board of Elections and the Maryland
State Board of Elections. No. C-21-CV -22-000226 (Cir. Ct. Wash. Cnty.). On May 16,2022,
Sen. Paul Corderman, Republican, District 2, WashinSon County, filed a Petition to Challenge

Candidacy, Residency & Qualifications of Shawn Demetrious Perry, Candidate for State Senator

from the 2nd Senatorial District for the 2002 Gubernatorial Election. On May I 8, 2002,Ihe
agencies were provided notice ofthe petition by the petitioner. The matter was scheduled for an

expedited hearing onMay 23,2022. At lhat hearing, the Court postponed the matter until May
26,2022, to permit Mr. Perry to obtain legal counsel. The matter was heard by the Court on May
26,2022. By Memorandum Opinion and Order of May 27,2022, the Court concluded that Mr.
Perry established his residency before the deadline to run for office and his name did not need to
be removed from the ballot.
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