PROCEEDINGS

BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS
FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY
OCTOBER 23, 1996

Fresent @ Richard L. Coses, President
Daris Fhillips, Denporat Membey
Charies L, Mobley, Jv. Fepublican Membey
Roger Schlossberg, Dsmocratic Allsrnats
Dovothy Waters, Repablican &lternate
Dorothy Fasteel, Election Director [1
Faye E. Robucci, Election Deputy Divector I
Sharonm Mackereth, Election Registivar
Sherrie Bonebrake, Election Registrar

The meeting was called to order alt 900 A40M. The  Board was
meeting to discuss the absgsentee regulations  for theg  general
plection.

The Board will meet at the Clevi’s  office on Movember & at 9p00
&.m. tor bBe sworn in.  The process  of opening, reviewing, and/or
counting the absentes ballots will begin on Thursday, NMovember 7
at 2230 a.m.o At that time Richard Coss will armounoe thal breaks
will be taken chuoing the proce

B,
The  Board discossed the following procedures o be followed
dquiring  the operning, reviewing, andsor counting the absentes

ballots cast in the November I, 1926 elewection.

DECISION: The FBoasard decided to hold 10 absentes ballots ta  be

cdncluded with  all remaining timely overseas absentes ballots to

be counted on Friday, Novembey 15, 1996,

DECISION: The RBosrd decided that any ballots  refeyered to the
Board for  any  reasons shall  have a post-it note attached
identidfving the team and the reason it has be

2@n vefervetdd.



BOARD OF CANVAGSERS. — OPENING OF RETURN ENVELOPES
Norothy will issue each team & bateh of raeturned ballots,  This
batch will consist of am entirve district or partial district., As
each hallot is deemed timely, the vetwn envelope shall be slit
open,  the ballot envelops shall be resoved and verifisd that
ballot envelope is sigoed & sealed.

STEP 1 ~ Verify Timeliness
Timely 1f:

The datestime stamp is on or before Mov. S5, 1996,

- The date/time stamp i1s November 6 and the postmark is before
Nov. 9.

=  The datestime stamp is missing, check the post marky (aust
be post marked before Mov., 5 to be timelv).

= I+ the post mark is missing/illegible amd the ballot R

from outaside the United Statess, open the retuwrn envelops and

check the signatwe & date on the ballot showvelope. (if it i
dated bhefore Nov., 3 it is timelv).

DECISION: The Board decided that if any ballots are received
from within the United States on Wednesday, November 6, and are
timely but bear no postal mark; the ballot shall be referred to
the Board.

I+ timeliness cannot be verified, refer to the Board.
STEP 2 — S1it return envelope and remove ballot envelops.

STEP 3 - Veritfy ballotl envelops is signed & sealed. Mumt kesp
the retuwrn envelope & ballot envelope in the same sequence.

Acceptable signatures: I+ a third party signed the ballot
envelope ard completed the oath of person assisting the
absentes voler, maks note on ballet  envelops  that
affidavit of assistance was received. Fut aftidavits

ivt separate pile. Ioess not need to be referred fto the
Poard.

But, if third party signed the ballot envelope and
there is not  a completed opath of person assigting the
absentee voter, refer to Board.

fuestionable signatures: There is only an X or sons
Bind of mark for the signature % there is or iz ool a
completed aoath of person assisting the absentes voler,
Refer to Board.

5TEFP 4 — Make suwre v loose ballots or more than  one ballot
srivelope are in any raturn envelope. 1§ there are,; refer to
the Board.



Ay hallots given 1o Dorothy will be ruled  on by the Bosed
immediately. frocepted Ballots ayrae  vedfiled in  the
appropriate order. A team canmnlt  reocsive another  batoh
wrntil army guestionable ballots  have been decided and either
acceplied and retwned to the tewam or rejected.

STEP S5 — Frocess continues until all relurn envelopes are openesd,



BOARD OF CANVASSERS - OPENING OF BALLOT. ENVELOPES

After all return envelopss are opensd, the ballot snvelopes ars
openad .  EBEach team is given & bateh of envelopes to open.

STEP 1 — Ballot envelopes are placed so that name/signature
cannot be seen. Must be kept with signature down!

STEP & - Team slite each envelope.

STEP 3 — Team vemoves each ballot.

STEP 4 Halloet evvelopes are st aside.

STEP 35 - Balleots are inspected for compliance  and tabulating
acceptability.

Refer to Board if:
B u Aty ballot  signed, inidtialed, conlaining obscenities, or
otherwise appears 1o have been marked in some  marner to

intentionally identifv.

b. Ay ballol  that appgars 1o have been 'corvected” - tape,
corraection fluild, narkovers, cross thorough st

c. If thevre are any tears, folds, food spills, stray marks, eic,
that may rvender the bhallot wacceptable for machine tabulation,
o wheve thevre may be a guestion of voter intent.

d. Ay ballol isswued 1o an overseas citizen and has all offices
groept the Federal Offices orossed out.  The Board must makse sure
that no votes were cast for the crossed ont offices.

STEP &6 - Ballots referved to  the Board are placed in a plain
anvaelope with the team rumber or other  daformation idevnltifying
what group the ballot belongs with is placed on the envelope. A
past-it note is atltached with the reason it was referved.

STEP 7 -  The Board rules dimoediately on the acceptance  or
rejection of each veferred ballot. Rejected ballots are filed at
the Board table. Aoecepted ballots are either retuwned to the
approm-tate team, or sent to the Duplication team as appropriats.
When ballots that haed to be duplicated are comnpleted, they ace
inserted into the approgmriate group for counting.

L

STEP B8 - The process continges wntil  all ballots have  besn
removed from the ballot envelopes.

STEP 9 —~  the count and tabuwlation of the ballots shall 0ol low
their removal from the ballot envelooe & mot delaved.

Thig process shall be followed for both the regular and overseas
abmantse CANVAHS .



REASONS FOR REJECTION OF AN ABGENTEE BALLOT

A. No absentee ballot may be rejected except by unanimous vote

of the entire Board.

B. The Board of Canvassers musi reject an absentee ballot if:
1. The ballot is not timely received.
2. The gath on the ballot envelope is not sigrned.
Fe The ballot is jintenticonally marvked — this include
initials, obscenities.
«  Therse is more than one ballot, for the same election,
& ballot envelope — vedect both.
D Movre than ong ballot is received from the same psyrson.
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The ballot with the sarliest signed oath is counted) any
subseguent ballot is redecied. It the dates are the samne

or canmot be determined, reject all balliots.

£, The bhallot was issusd as an energency absentes bhallotb,
and 1t was not returned to the Board in a sealed
srrve lopes .,

Ve EBefore the canvass of absentee voles, the Board
deltermines an absentes voler died before election day.

C. The Board of Canvassers, by unanimous vote, may reject

absentee ballot or a specific contest on a ballot in
following situations.

an
the

Lo Stray marks on the ballot which are determined not {0 be

accidental and/or unintentional.

2. Ballols not marked with the specified pencil o dink
shouwld e referred by the Board to be duplicated.
However , the Board may consider the particular pensil
ink uwsad too unusual enough to be considered as an
attempt to intentionally identify the bhallotl.

Ze With vespeot to individual corntestss

o

&«  The Board shall not count any vote for a person who

caased to be a candidate.

e I the ballot is damaged or otherwise marked, to the

@xtent thalt the Beoard canmot determivng the voter ‘s
intent, that contest () will be rejected.
G ow I+ the ballot has erasuwres or has beosn altered or

repaived, but the intsnt of the volter s clear, the

Board shall process the ballolt, or if necessary, h
it duplicated and processed, whole or in part.
Whare voter intent is rol clear, that contest(s) w
he rejected.

d. When a ballot is not marked specifically in
accordance with the instructions provided to the
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voter, the Board musi atlemplt to determine the intent

of the voter, arnd eitber mark or duplicate the bal
for tabulating.

FROCEDURE AR 1O/E%/96

Lot



Motion mads by Jim and seconded by Daris  to adjouwrn the mesting
at 11:80 a.m.

Fespectfully submitted,

o Rebueoa

§ Faye E. Robucaci
: Election Deputy Divector |




