
 
 

NEWSLETTER 

2019 Board of Directors 
Last December, a slate of board members was voted in by the 
general membership.  Tustin Pickleball is so grateful to have 
volunteers like these supporting the club!   

Front row left to right:  Kristin Gallagher (Secretary), 
Cheryl Pellerin (Dir. of Communications), Molly Molt 
(Treasurer) 

Back row left to right:  Ron Gibbs (Dir. of Competition, 
Instruction & Events), Debi Woelke (Dir. of Membership), 
Sandy Garza (Vice President), Allan Galera (President) 

Not shown:  Tracy Worley Hagen (Member at Large) 

The Board meets monthly to discuss continuous improvement 
of the Tustin Pickleball organization and benefits to our 
members.  Thanks for your support and let’s make this a 
banner year for Tustin Pickleball! 
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Welcome! 
This is a quarterly newsletter 
to help keep members up to 

date on news and events 
related to the Tustin Pickleball 

Association. 

Enjoy! 

The Tustin Pickleball 
Association is in the 

process of becoming a 
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization. 
It exists to provide a 

fun, healthy, 
recreational activity for 
community members, 
while promoting the 

exercise, development 
of skills, and the 

enjoyment of the game 
of Pickleball. 
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Tustin Courts 101 

We are so fortunate to have access to wonderful 
courts!  These public courts are owned by the 
Tustin Unified School District.  Thanks to Coach 
Phil Dunmeyer, Pete Burns and Biff Denney 
working with the district nine years ago for 
making this possible.   

The court gates are locked and unlocked by the 
School District’s security team every morning and 
at night.   

Our club obtains a use permit from the school 
district to reserve the courts for our open play and 
special event dates and times.  These permits 
require proof of insurance, which the club 
purchases.  The permit also grants us access to the 
School District’s bathrooms and water refill 
station during open play and special events.   

The School District allows us to store our 
equipment in the shed and Jobox’s, which we can 
lock and unlock. 

In order to maintain our reputable relationship with the School District, please be sure to: 

1) Abide by the School District court rules.  These rules are posted on the fences outside 
the courts.  Take a moment to read them! 

2) Do NOT park in the School District lot on weekdays!  Parking is only allowed on the 
street or the small lot on the east side of the courts on weekdays. 

3) While in the School District building, remember we are guests.  Keep the noise level 
down and the bathrooms clean. 

4) If you have any concerns about the courts, please contact a Board Member, NOT the 
School District.  The Board will contact the appropriate School District staff member if 
needed. 
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Tustin Winter Classic Tournament 
1/19/19 – 1/21/19 

2

Top areas of improvements from the survey 
included: 

1) More food options 

2) Better medals 

3) Repair cracks on courts #2 and #5 (We 
hear ‘ya!) 

4) Cash prizes for all levels 

5) Better instruction on getting to your 
court (to avoid match disruption).  

Finally, an event this large takes a lot of 
volunteers.  Not just leading up to the event, 
but also during and cleaning up afterwards.  

Thank you to everyone who donated time to 
help make the 2019 Tustin Winter Classic a 
success!   

Stay tuned for our next USAPA tournament 
on Labor Day Weekend 8/31 – 9/2!   

Woot woot! 

1

Although it rained four days leading up to the 
tournament, the clouds parted on Friday and 
the sun came out for another great Tustin 
Winter Classic tournament! 

Players came from as far as Pennsylvania and 
Utah to join the fun and competition.  What a 
treat to watch pros like Marcin Rozpedski, 
Kris Anderson, and Lindsay Newman play up 
close! 

And, 150 medals were given out in 25 events! 

Some changes were made this time like 
providing 5-gallon water containers for 
players to use, helping to save on plastic waste 
from individual bottles.   

Also, a survey was sent to players to give some 
great ideas and suggestions for future 
tournaments.  Here’s what players liked most: 

1) Flow and organization of the 
tournament, little wait time 

2) Great refs and score keepers 

3) Challenging competition 
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Sponsored Events  

Many fun Pickleball events may be held at the public 
Tustin courts. Those sponsored by our club will 
always have the official logo.  Proceeds from these 
events help support our non-profit Tustin 
Pickleball Association. 

Please show your support by volunteering or 
participating in these club-sponsored events!  

Do it.  Be cool. 

 

Suggestion Box 
Got a suggestion for making your Tustin Pickleball even 
better?  Here are three ways to share your awesome 
ideas: 

- Send an email to info@tustinpickleball.org 

- Share your idea with any Board Member at the 
courts 

- Drop your idea in the new suggestion box on the 
table by Court #8  

Be part of the solution! 

Speaking of great suggestions…… 
The score is 10-9.  It’s your serve.  One more point to win the battle of your life.  You take a 

moment to reset your brain, maybe bounce the ball a bit, tap your paddle on your leg or exhale 
to calm down.  The crowd is watching.  Your partner is counting on you. 

You serve. 

……..just then, a Santa Ana gust takes that little  friggin’ plastic ball and sails it high over the net 
and into the next court.  With your head hung low, you chokingly call out “Ball on.”  

Your moment of glory….gone. 

But, don’t worry!!!  Because someone SUGGESTED “windsocks” to provide players a guide for 
wind direction and speed!   And, because of that, your Board is working on it now! 
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MEMBER  
SPOTLIGHT 

Heather O’Darrow 

2

 
Born and raised in Tustin, Heather eventually 
found her way to the Tustin Pickleball courts 
and we are so happy she did!   
 
When she’s not playing Pickleball, Heather 
enjoys hanging with her two K9 loves, Bruin 
and Sunny, and her incredible six year-old 
niece. 
 
And, if you ever watching re-runs of “The 
Price is Right”, watch for Heather, who made 
it on stage and took home some fantastic 
prizes!  Ask her what she won! 
 
Heather O’Darrow…..Come On Down!!!!! 
 

1

Meet Heather O’Darrow, one of our 
newest members!  Heather joined Tustin 
Pickleball in February and was kind 
enough to be featured in our first 
newsletter!  Heather is an ER Nurse and 
the ultimate athlete.   
 
All her life Heather has been playing 
sports.  And not just any sports, we’re 
talking hard-core sports including ice 
hockey and motorcycle racing!  A former 
professional rider for Yamaha and jet-ski 
racer, Heather traveled all over competing 
in these sports.  
 
Then, fours years ago, a hip injury 
changed her life followed by a hip 
replacement last year.  But, forever the 
athlete and cheerful soul, she wasn’t going 
to let it stop her.  After all, sports were in 
her blood!   
 
One day on vacation at the River, a friend 
asked if she wanted to try Pickleball.  
Having a tennis background, Heather 
decided to give it a go.  She loved the 
rallies and strategies of Pickleball.  She 
loved how it allowed her to remain 
competitive while still using her natural 
athletic skills.  
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Retail Member Discounts 

PATRICK MAKES IT HAPPEN! 
Ever wonder who makes sure the courts are ready 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday for organized 
play?  Our Facilities Manager, Patrick Gallagher, 
makes it happen!  With the help of volunteers, 
Patrick spends the time to do it ALL including 
equipment management, setting up the courts with 
balls and skill-levels, putting out signage and loaner 
paddles just to name a few of his many 
responsibilities.  

Patrick also ensures the courts are kept clean and 
clear of debris.  Please be sure to throw away your 
trash and remember to take home personal items 
when you’re done playing.  If you’ve lost an item or 
found an item, there are two Lost & Found boxes by 
the shed. 

Are you an early riser trying to beat the crowds on 
the courts?  Patrick can always use help before 7:00 
a.m. to set up.  Or, if you see Patrick or volunteers 
putting away equipment at the end of our play, 
please be sure to help by taking the signs off the nets 
and turning in the ball holders on your court.  Just 
takes a minute of your time and it really helps! 

Next time you see this smiling face, be 
sure to thank Patrick for being our 
awesome Facilities Manager!   
 
Oh, what the heck, give him a big hug, 
too! 

HeadSweats - 25% off!   
 
Go to www.headsweats.com to shop for great visors and 
hats to keep you cool and dry.  Use code 
KEEPACOOLHEAD at checkout to receive the discount. 
 
Big 5 Sports – 20% off regular priced items, 10% off 
sale items.  Check your email for the coupon sent on 3/6 
to all members! 
 
Pickleball Central – 5% off plus 5% goes back to 
Tustin Pickleball!   
 
Go to www.pickleballcentral.com to shop for equipment.  
Use CRTUSTIN at checkout to receive the discount. 
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In the event of an unoccupied court, players of a higher or lower skill level may temporarily play 
on that court, provided there are fewer than four players of the court’s originally designated skill 
level waiting on other courts. Once four or more players of the court’s originally designated skill 

level are waiting to play on other courts, the temporary players must vacate the court.   

Playing Up – When wanting to play with or against players of a higher skill level: 
 

• Ask first and be flexible as to if and when you are accommodated. 
• Ask towards the beginning or end of a play session. 
• Be considerate by not overstaying your welcome.  As a general rule, if you’re on the losing 

end of a lopsided score two games in a row, it’s time to leave. 
• Hit to the strongest player. 
• Be open to coaching and show your appreciation for their help and time. 

 
Playing Down – When stronger players are approached to play with or against players of a 
lower skill level: 
 

• Remember where you came from and be willing to “pay it forward.” 
• Don’t patronize or be overly aggressive. Instead, make the experience personally 

beneficial by working on a specific shot, or focusing on consistency and keeping the ball 
in play. 

• Ask if the person playing up would like feedback. If they agree, limit your feedback so as 
not to overwhelm them. 

• If you feel the need to reject a play-up request, try to offer another time when you would 
be willing to accommodate the player. 

 
Just starting out and have no idea of your skill level?  The International Federation of Pickleball 

provides a description of skill levels at http://ifpickleball.org/ifp-rating-descriptions/ 

Be patient.  It takes time to get better at any sport. 

 

 

COURT SKILL LEVELS! 
Have you noticed the recent changes of 
skill levels assigned to the courts?  Two 

changes were made recently to 
accommodate the number of players 

within each skill level:  Court #5 
changed from a 4.0-4.5 to a 3.5-4.0 and 
Court #10 changed from 5.0 to 4.5-5.0.  

These are default skill level 
assignments and may be changed some 

days depending on the number of 
players on the courts. 
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Tustin Pickleball Website 

Got Balls? 
Did you know you can buy balls from Tustin 
Pickleball?  It’s always good to have spare balls for 
drills and playing during non-organized play 
hours/days.  These are outdoor Onix Fuse balls for 
only $2.00 each (sold for cost)!  Just ask any Board 
Member or Patrick Gallagher during organized play 
to buy balls!  

How well do you know USAPA tournament rules?  

Scenario: 
 
The incorrect player is in the receiver position 
and is signaling “not ready.” After waiting 
several seconds, the referee calls the score and 
the server immediately serves the ball. The 
player in the receiver position challenges the 
serve on the basis that he was still signaling 
“not ready.” (No hinder is involved.)  Who was 
right, the referee or the player? 
 
Answer: 
 
The referee proceeded correctly in calling the 
score. Only the correct receiver can officially 
signal “not ready.” (Rule 4.C.1.) 
 
 

When a player is in the receiver position and 
signaling “not ready” (whether it is the correct or 
incorrect receiver), unless a hinder is detected that 
will impact play, the referee calls the score when 
the receiver should be ready. (Rule 4.D.)  
 
The server proceeded correctly in serving after the 
score was called. The server is no longer required 
to check the receiver’s readiness before serving. 
After the score is called, the server can serve 
immediately and must serve within 10 seconds to 
avoid a fault. (Rules 4.E. and 4.E.1.)  
 
If the incorrect player returns the serve or 
attempts to return the serve, a “receiver fault” will 
be called. (Rules 4.E.3. and 4.N.1.) 
 

Have you checked out the new website?  It’s a great 
resource of club information including Policy of 
Play, Code of Conduct, Association Bylaws and 
Board Meeting Minutes (published monthly).  
What are you waiting for?  
www.tustinpickleball.org 
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Anyone who’s played at Tustin knows Courts 
#2 and #5 have a 2” gap down the middle.  
And, not along the net, but right down the 
middle from baseline to baseline! 
 
There’s nothing more annoying then making 
that “kill shot” over the net, the hitting that gap 
and your opponent calling “crack” for a let!   
 
In addition, some of the other courts are 
showing wear.  Some have old paint lines 
starting to show through.  Others have a few 
cracks that can eventually lead to further 
damage if water gets under the court’s surface. 

CRACK!!! – Court Conditions 

So, the Board will begin discussions with the School District to check on any available funds to 
repair and resurface the courts.  In addition, the Board has begun reserving club funds for the 
repair work.  Stay tuned! 
 

In March, there were special guests at the 
courts learning Pickleball!  Nine deaf students 
with their teacher and aides played Pickleball 
for the first time ever! We are so happy they 
found our website and asked to learn!  
 
The mission of our non-profit club includes 
educating the community on this sport, but 
these students were doing most of the teaching 
- reminding us to have fun!   
 
Thanks to Ron Gibbs, Dir. of Competition, 
Instruction and Events, for organizing it! 
Tustin Pickleball hopes to help these students 
bring Pickleball to their Physical Education 
program soon! 
 

Community Outreach 



 

 

  

 

See you on the courts! 
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Save the Dates! 

3rd Shot Sports Clinic* 
 

Tue 3/12 – Wed 3/13 

Spring Fling 3 
Round Robin 

Sunday, 4/28 

$5.00 discount per 
event for Tustin 
Members! Go to the 
Pickleball 
Tournaments 
website for details 
on registration and 
to see more RR 
dates! 

5th Annual Labor Day 
Tournament 

Sat 8/31 – Mon 9/2 

The annual Labor Day 
USAPA tournament is our 
next club tournament!   
 
Tough competition and 
loads of fun! 

Renowned professional 
coach, Mark Renneson, 
comes to Tustin from 
Canada for two-days of 
private lessons and 
clinics.  Check out his 
“Third Shot Sports” 
tutorials on YouTube! 

* - Watch for an exciting announcement in our next newsletter (June) of 
another Pro coming to Tustin!  He’s a 6-time Triple Crown Winner and 

16-time USAPA National Champion! 

 

Website: 

www.tustinpickleball.org 

Email: 

info@tustinpickleball.org 

Facebook: 

  www.facebook.com/groups/tustinpickleball 


