
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Cards are gonna fly! 

 

Back by popular demand, Dimitri 
House will be hosting a Euchre 
tournament this September. 
Join us on Saturday, September 
14 at the VFW in Fairport (300 
Macedon Center Road) to 
determine the best Euchre 
player of them all! Registration 
begins at 11:30 am. 

Find more information about 

this fundraiser, and others, on 

our website. 

 

 

About Us 

Dimitri Digest is a quarterly 

publication of Dimitri House, Inc. 

Dimitri House works within the 

Rochester, NY community to 

provide essential services to 

those coping with poverty and 

homelessness. In addition to 

various case management and 

referral services we provide, we 

also offer a drop-in lunch 

program, an emergency food 

cupboard, a men’s emergency 

winter shelter, and a security 

deposit program (DASH). 

Learn more at 

http://www.dimitri-house.org 
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Upcoming Events 

Wine, Dine and Share 
Presented by SMP 

 

Join us for our annual Wine, Dine & Share fundraiser on Sunday, October 27, 2019 at the 

Memorial Art Gallery. This year, we invite you to spend the evening with us while we host a 

silent auction, wine raffle, and enjoy dancing and delicious nibbles provided by Brown 

Hound Catering. Save the date today! 

 

Featuring a demonstration by Garth Fagan dancers! 

 

 

October 27, 2019, 5:30 pm – 10 pm 

Memorial Art Gallery 

500 University Avenue, Rochester, NY 
 

Tickets: $75 per person  
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A Letter from the Associate Director 

 

When I began my journey at Dimitri House more than three years ago, I wasn’t really sure what to expect. I 

had recently finished my Master’s degree and was keen to start working in a position that would utilize 

more of my skill base and education – I nearly scrolled past ad for an administrative assistant at an 

organization called Dimitri House, but thankfully took a second look. There were a lot of interesting tasks 

being described in the ad and I applied for the position. 

Three years and one title change later, I have come to another crossroads in my career – the opportunity to 

continue working with individuals and families living in homelessness, but at a different organization. It is 

with mixed feelings that I must announce that I have accepted a position at Partners Ending Homelessness 

and will complete my last day at Dimitri House on September 6, 2019. 

I say mixed feelings because while I am excited to continue to grow professionally and advance in my 

career, Dimitri House has a very special place in my heart and I will profoundly miss the work that I do here 

every day. I will miss the opportunity to work with the devoted volunteers who have given, in some cases, 

decades of their lives to Dimitri House. I will miss working with our tirelessly enthusiastic board of directors 

whose own drive push me to do and be more. I will miss working with our passionate executive director, 

Laurie, who has taught me so much in such a short period of time that the only way I know how to repay 

her is to continuously pay it forward. Most of all, I will miss working directly with the individuals and 

families that we serve on a daily basis. 

However, I believe that the time that I have had at Dimitri House has been well spent. I have worked on 

learning new skills and polishing old ones. I have spent time getting to know the people who are Dimitri 

House and have had the privilege of being able to form new and beautiful relationships with many of them. 

In some ways, I have to wonder if this little organization has been able to do more for me than I am even 

able to recognize. 

So, thank you for everything, Dimitri House. I will cherish all of the moments that we have shared. 

Sincerely, Heidi Markham, Associate Director 

 

102 North Union Street 

Rochester, NY 14607 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

 

Peter Gabrielsen 

Office Volunteer 

I started working at Dimitri House on 

February 8, 2019 and have been having 

a blast ever since. I believe that God 

has put each us of on the Earth to look 

after one another – we ought to use 

things and serve people. I felt that, in 

my own life, that I wasn’t doing enough 

to serve those around me and I became 

energized to find a way to change my 

life in a way that reflected that belief. 

I’ve stayed at Dimitri House because I 

enjoy the people who I work with each 

day. I enjoy working with the Dimitri 

House staff and especially enjoy 

interacting with the people who are 

looking to take advantage of the 

services Dimitri House provides. The 

organization’s mission is an important 

one to me and, honestly, it’s just a 

good feeling to be working here. 

If Dimitri House has done nothing else 

for me personally, it has taught me a lot 

about perspective. There are days 

when life can feel very difficult, but 

speaking with the people that we serve 

here always reminds me of everything 

that I do have in my own life. It always 

reminds me that while I may not have 

everything that I want, I have 

everything that I need and that really 

helps me humble myself in the service 

of those who do not. 

Would I recommend volunteering at 

Dimitri House? Absolutely! It’s needed, 

it’s appreciated, and it’s important. 

I love it here. 

 

Memorial and 
Tribute Gifts 

One of the best ways to 

honor and remember those 

who have made a difference 

in our lives is to pay it 

forward and make a 

difference in another 

person’s life. Memorials and 

tribute gifts made to Dimitri 

House are a fitting way to 

honor the memory of a 

loved one or to 

acknowledge the impact 

that someone has made in 

your life. We acknowledge 

all memorial gifts to a 

designated family member 

and send out letters of 

recognition to those special 

individuals you have chosen 

to honor. 

We are so grateful for the 

gifts that have been made to 

Dimitri House during the 

first half of 2019 and want 

to pause to acknowledge 

how incredibly appreciative 

we are for your gifts and 

donations. 

 

“The wise man does not 

lay up his own treasures. 

The more he gives to 

others, the more he has 

for his own.” 

- Lao Tzu 

Memorial and Tribute gifts 

made between July 1, 2019 

and September 30, 2019 will 

be listed in our autumn 

issue of the Dimitri Digest. 

 

 

The Donors’ Corner 

Honors 
Maureen Lynch Bennett 

Bob & Kathleen Campbell 

Tony Perri 

Donald Potter 

Bob Wood 

 

 

Memorials 
June Arthurs 

Michael David Barton 

Joe Bonazzo 

Angela Buzzelli 

Rita Fontana 

Alexander Kopczynski 

Katie May 

Walter & Marie May 

Jerry Raniewicz 

Carmen Rossi 

Bob Simmons 

Richard Vitale 

Cindy Zuniga 

 

 

 

“To get the full value of joy, you must have 
someone to divide it with.” 

- Mark Twain 

To be hungry... to be homeless.... 

to be alone... 

For the last 5 years, I’ve been a 

volunteer at the Dimitri House. I 

work in the office where I answer 

the phone and make 

appointments for our clients to 

receive food from the emergency 

food pantry. Over the years, I’ve 

had some memorable phone 

calls, though one call in 

particular, stands out. I took a call 

from a woman in Minnesota. She 

was desperately looking for her 

sister who was missing but known 

to be living in the Rochester area. 

The woman on the phone had 

called every agency in Rochester, 

every soup kitchen and every 

homeless shelter but couldn’t 

locate her sister. I took her 

information and a description of 

her sister and asked the Dimitri 

House staff if they knew this girl. 

The staff was able to confirm that 

yes, the missing sister was a 

frequent guest at our drop-in 

lunch program. I was able to 

convey this information to the 

caller from Minnesota who was 

both tremendously relieved and 

profoundly grateful. 

We were both in tears by the end 

of the phone call. 

I will always remember that call 

because 25 years ago, that sister 

on the other end of the phone 

was me. My sister Sue was 

missing and as our family 

searched for her, we learned that 

she had been a frequent guest at 

the Dimitri house hot lunch 

program. Sue was hungry, she 

was homeless and she was alone, 

until the staff at Dimitri House 

helped her. Sue was treated with 

dignity, respect and compassion. 

Through the efforts of the Dimitri 

House, our family was able to 

reconnect with Sue and bring us 

back together. 

Understanding what it means to 

offer unconditional acceptance 

and forgiveness to someone you 

love has been the cornerstone of 

my life. I feel fortunate to be able 

to answer the calls and open our 

door because you never know 

who is calling or knocking... it 

could be someone’s sister or 

brother. I’m proud to say that at 

the Dimitri House, we do open 

the door.    

      

When I learned about Gerry’s 

devotion to theology and God, I 

asked him why he continued to 

volunteer every Sunday at the 

shelter.  Was he not missing an 

opportunity to attend church?  He 

looked at me with those sad 

soulful eyes and said “Laurie, I 

don’t need to go to church, I am 

doing God’s work right here at the 

shelter helping those in need!”  

Never were truer words spoken 

and he did just that - worked 

tirelessly to help people fight the 

injustices of a system that 

frequently keeps people poor and 

homeless in our community. 

 

Through the many stories people 

have shared with me in the past 

few weeks, one common 

denominator was that Gerry 

always wanted to ensure people 

were fed, even if it meant cooking 

several pounds of bacon for just 7 

guys. One of the perks of running a 

shelter is I get the sample many of 

the leftovers made for our guests 

the next day. One morning, it 

appeared that someone had 

regurgitated their meal into a dish 

sitting on the counter. After some 

examination, Gerry was asked, 

what is this? 

He proudly began to describe his 

secret recipe for HOTDOG Soup! 

Boiled hot dogs, canned 

vegetables, spaghetti all in a gravy 

mix!  I hear his same talent for 

sloppy joe managed to change the 

hungry to the “no, thank you, I’m 

full.”  Gerry, my dear friend, you 

had a talent for many things when 

it came to helping others, 

however cooking was not one of 

them! 

It was a privilege for so many of us 

to have been a part of Gerry’s life. 

Although much too short, his was 

a life well lived! He was a 

determined, visionary, 

collaborative, caring person who 

loved everyone he met. 

He made a significant contribution 

to so many people here in 

Rochester. Gerry’s contributions 

were powerful and his work ethic 

more than remarkable. Energy, 

commitment, integrity are all 

words that begin to capture my 

image of Gerry.  

Luke 14:13-14 tells us: “but when 

you give a feast, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, the blind, 

and you will be blessed, because 

they cannot repay you. For you 

will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the just.” I have no doubt, 

Gerry, that you have a place next 

to God as you humbly gave all that 

you had. 

I charge each of you to preserve 

Gerry’s legacy and keep a united 

front and work in our respective 

agencies to transform this city to a 

place where no man, woman or 

child need worry about where 

their next meal will come from or 

where they will lie their heads at 

night. 

To those who met him, Gerry Clark 

was a force to be reckoned with, 

tirelessly working on behalf of the 

poor and homeless in Rochester.  

Gerry had been a regular and 

reliable volunteer at Emergency 

Men’s Winter Shelter for the past 

15 years as well. When he passed 

on February 19, 2019, we were 

saddened by the loss of a dear man 

and such a stalwart champion of 

our community. Please read the 

eulogy presented at his funeral 

mass below.  

 

The definition of an advocate is a 

person who publicly supports or 

recommends a particular cause or 

policy. Gerard Francis Clark, best 

known as “Gerry,” was probably 

one of the fiercest advocates I know 

for people experiencing poverty and 

homelessness.   It is indeed an 

honor to speak about him this 

evening —a friend, colleague, 

teacher, and scholar to so many 

here in this church this evening. I 

first met Gerry about 4 years ago 

when I began my position as the 

executive director at Dimitri House. 

As a volunteer in our emergency 

men’s winter shelter for 15 years, 

he made it his point to meet me, to 

ensure the mission at Dimitri House 

to serve our neighbors in need with 

love and acceptance, would be my 

principal focus. His interview was 

more grueling than that of our 

board! Part of Gerry’s advocacy was 

his unfiltered, unwavering and 

sometimes daunting verbiage. As he 

worked most Sundays, he never 

hesitated to meet me at 9 A.M. on a 

Monday morning as I walked into 

the door to discuss his thoughts, 

plans, or next steps to change a 

policy, assist a client or simply tell 

me “I was wrong!” 

 

A Tribute to Gerry Clark 

Opening the Door 
By Diane Casey 

Gerry Clark 

3/20/49 – 2/19/19 


