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BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

Those who’ve run track and field know pacesetters are a valuable part of serious
races. They are the ones who set a meet record or world record pace which
motivates those following to run their best race. The pacesetter helps others excel.
During this season of transition at GVBC, it is important that we allow God to be our
pacesetter. Human innovation and creativity is wonderful but is no substitution for
God’s inspiration and revelation. The testimony of Scripture is that God moves at His
own pace and invites us to get in step with His stride. Isaiah 48.17 "I am the LORD
your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you
should go." Galatians 5.25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.”

As depicted in 1 Kings 17-19, Elijah’s life is an illustration of God setting the pace. Once Elijah
pops up on the grid of Israel’s history with no prelude or introduction, all the energy and focus of
the story shifts so that God’s word through Elijah commands center stage. Everything else is
secondary. God’s word will now set the pace of Israel’s history so that even a profane King Ahab
is subject to God’s pace. Through chapter 17, the pace slows down to a 3 ½ year crawl as the
country experiences drought. Then, at the end of chapter 18, things will explode into action. All
this pacing is set by God. Below are some observations taken from Elijah’s life and ministry:

"Therefore, since we
are surrounded by
such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us
throw off everything
that hinders
and the sin that so
easily entangles. And
let us run with
perseverance the race
marked out for us. "
Hebrews 12.1

God’s provision matches His pace.
Once the drought gets its grip on the country everything slows down, Elijah’s own future is in
jeopardy and he must rely on God’s provision first in the Kerith Ravine, and then outside of Israel
in Sidon, where a widow on the edge of starvation assists him. (1 Kings 17). Elijah will learn that
waiting is not about producing. We moderns and post-moderns are untrained in watching and
waiting. Our understanding of waiting is that nothing happens while we are waiting. But God is
busy providing in this slow season. And if we pay attention, waiting is about getting closer to God.
God’s formative work matches His pace.
I don’t find anything timid about Elijah. He seems to be a passionate, impetuous, aggressive, getit-done personality. His character may have struggled with perceived inactivity as he waited out
the drought. But all the while, God was forming Elijah’s character in preparation for what He
intended to do next. Often times we don’t hear God because we live under the burden of our
driven-ness. God’s pace almost always seems slower than ours. God always has enough time.
He never runs out of time. His pace is always perfect. It is we who must adjust our stride.
God’s plan matches His pace
After a very tedious 3.5 year wait, God’s place explodes onto the scene in chapters 18 and 19.
None of the action is haphazard. God sees time in terms of qualitative events, moral decisions
and spiritual content. God’s time is filled with His plan to woo the Israelites back to Himself and
confront evil. These times of sprinting are rare because they require people so committed to
God’s purposes that He trusts them with much. Can God trust us with much?
In this season at GVBC, we are waiting on God’s direction for our church. But our waiting is not
idleness. On the contrary, we continue to faithfully serve as we, at the same time, await God’s
word for the future. As we pray and seek God regarding how we might better advance the gospel
in our neighborhood and beyond we recognize that will require changes on our part. Adjustments
to our approach and better understanding of our surrounding culture are necessary. We need to
allow God to form in us what will be required for our next steps in ministry. Finally, God has a
plan that can only be implemented at His pace.
Are we prepared to keep pace with God?
For the Kingdom,
Pastor Doug

CHILDREN'S WINTER CAMP

MINISTRY

BY SUSAN WAKUTA, CHILDREN'S DIRECTOR

Praise God for the 8 girls and 4 boys along with 4 awesome counselors: Stephen Fujimoto, Joshua Pitpitan, Julie Shirota, and
Nikki Ueda who went to Forest Home. For 11 of these children, it was their first time at a camp. The theme was “The
Promised Land.” The children sought the Lord in prayer and in the Bible. Here are some thoughtful reflections by two children:
"At camp I learned that God hid His promises in Jesus." Girl, age 11
“I liked the story of Joshua and the 12 rocks to remember what God did.” Boy, age 10

The children enjoyed playing in the snow, built lasting
relationships with each other and their counselors, and
also met children from other churches who came to
worship and learn about God in this beautiful mountain
setting. The Spirit of God touched these children.

MINISTRY

YOUTH WINTER CAMP
BY MICHELLE LAW, YOUTH DIRECTOR

This year's winter camp theme was "The God Who Is" and focused on God's
characteristics. So many times we can say we “know” things, yet the reality of
those truths are more conceptual than experienced. This weekend provided a
great time to connect with God and one another. God worked in powerful ways
as students began seeing God as loving Father, Holy, their Provider, Forgiver
of their sins, and their protection against the evil one. So grateful to see the
students have a greater confidence and trust in the God who is worthy of all of
our worship and praise!

"Your future is as bright as
your faith."
~ Anonymous

FOLLOWING A FAITHFUL GOD

PROFILE OF BRANDON TASAKI
BY KATHY AISO

Through an invitation from Craig Yorizane in 2001, Brandon, as a pre-teen, started attending
GVBC. As a pastoral intern at the time, Pastor Daniel Matsuda volunteered part time as a lunch aide
at Brandon's school, Casimir Middle School. Having formerly thought of pastors as intimidating,
Brandon found Pastor Daniel warm and friendly. Craig's friendship and Pastor Daniel's warmth and
openness led Brandon to accept Craig's invitation to attend a Friday night youth meeting.
Brandon continued attending church into high school, which included summer youth camps
and Mexico missions trips to Ensenada.In 2004, Brandon accepted Christ and was baptized. The
Mexico missions trips had a big impact on him. "I saw firsthand the power of God on the Mexico
Missions trips. Despite their impoverished circumstances, the people were faithful and had a great
love for God," Brandon recalled. While he attended GVBC, he was struck by how God provided our
church with loving, healthy, and functional Christian families, a prime example being the Yorizanes.
After graduating from North High School in 2007, Brandon attended CPP (Cal Poly Pomona).
Although he fell away from the Lord during his senior year of high school, an invitation to attend the
college group from Pastor Chris Koga the summer after his freshman year at CPP led him back to
GVBC. In time, Brandon made a total commitment to seek the Lord.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Brandon was eventually able to stop smoking and drinking, which he had taken up during his
partying days as a freshman at CPP. Brandon began developing a personal relationship with the Lord through prayer, studying God's
Word, and fellowship with other Christians. "I really wanted to know God this time and be 'all in'," he recalled. Since then, Brandon has
persevered actively seeking the Lord and growing in his walk.
After attending URBANA in 2009 as a relatively new Christian college student, Brandon developed a heart for Japan and committed
to serving there sometime in the future. In July 2018, Brandon upheld his commitment, serving for two weeks in Rifu with James Hirano,
Kate Bun, Naomi Kaneshiro, Tammy Cosare, Eltheia Shiozaki, and Erik Uratsu. Brandon was blessed in his experience of worshiping with
the Oasis Church in Rifu and seeing how the Christians in Rifu loved and encouraged one another. Brandon's love for Japan draws him,
as well as his wife,Tiffany, to serve in the future there or to go wherever God calls them. It could also be to stay put where they are.
Brandon acts on the opportunity to share about God to his students at Culver City High School, where he teaches AP Statistics and
Geometry. "I love working with the high school students and engaging in conversations with them. "If a student asks, I will gladly talk to
him or her about God. I try to give my students support and encouragement, which some of them don't get at home," he shared. Brandon
initially majored in computer engineering, but over time, God put teaching on his heart and he switched his major to teaching.
While at an EPIC worship night in 2009 at CPP, Brandon met his future wife, Tiffany. As a new Christian, Tiffany was looking for a
church she could plug into. Brandon suggested GVBC and provided Tiffany transportation on Sundays. They became friends and
eventually became actively involved in the GVBC college ministry. Being both committed to not dating anyone at the start of their new
Christian journey, they concentrated on developing their relationship with GOD first. Once they both believed that GOD gave them the
okay, they began dating and their relationship reached a new level. In July 2016, Brandon and Tiffany were married in San Clemente by
Pastor Chris Koga. "Tiffany is really thoughtful and cares deeply about others. She was very supportive when I decided to change majors
from engineering to teaching, which was a very difficult time for me,” Brandon acknowledged.
Brandon Tasaki's faith is continually growing through studying God's Word. "God has really been growing me through Bible Study,"
he shared. On his own, Brandon intentionally spends time studying God's Word. His favorite Bible passage, Revelations 7:9-12 reminds
him that in the end, people from every nation will worship God. This gives Brandon hope for Japan's future, as less than 1% of the
country is Christian.
In retrospect, Brandon sees GOD's faithfulness in his life. God has given him a nurturing and loving Christian wife, Tiffany; a
teaching job immediately after graduation; and a strong church, GVBC, which he enjoys serving at and which allowed him to serve in
Japan.Brandon affirmed that further developing a personal relationship with the Lord is his first priority.

GVBC MISSIONS

JAPAN 2019

July 16-31, 2019 : Our Japan 2019 Team will support our church
partner Rifu Oasis Chapel, a church that is continuing to minister to
the 2011 Japan Tsunami & Earthquake affected peoples in the
region of Sendai.
For more information, check out:
http://www.oasis-chapel.com/
Japan 2019 Team (from left to right): Michael Hill, Tiffany Tasaki,
Kate Bun, Brandon Tasaki, Violet Dresser, Jason Shiozaki

BRAZIL 2019

July 4-16, 2019: Our Brazil 2019 team will support our long term
missionary partners Phil and Corenne Smith and their work with
Hope Unlimited in Campinas and Vitoria. This ministry provides
comprehensive care for adolescents subjected to drug running, sex
trafficking, and life on the streets.
For more information, visit:
https://hopeunlimited.org/
From Left to Right: Traci Yorizane, Samantha Maeda, Gerry
Shiozaki, Linda Hayashi, Julie Shirota, Perry Ishibashi, Stephanie
Nakayama, Lauren Cheng

Advent Conspiracy 2018
These mission trips are funded by the faithfulness and generosity our church family has given toward Advent Conspiracy
2018. Advent Conspiracy is a movement to reallocate money typically spent at Christmas time from presents to mission
projects that are truly changing the world for Jesus. 100% of all donations goes directly toward the mission trip and every
mission trip is carefully reviewed and held accountable by our GVBC Missions Committee.
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LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Donations & Flowers given in loving memory or honor of:
FROM
TO
Lois Ueda Memorial fund
John Matsumura
Jodie & Voltaire Rivera and family Mrs. Ichiko Yoshida
and Merrick Yoshida

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church,
We received the beautiful flowers yesterday at the rehabilitation center.
Thank you for being so thoughtful and brightening up the room. The loss
of one leg will be a challenge in the days to come but with so many
prayers on his behalf, he will be able to persevere. Thank you sincerely,
Alice Kimura

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church,
On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we would like to
thank you for your generous donation of $500 in the month of February.
Your generosity allows us to continue our mission to provide food and
hygiene items to our residents in Gardena and our homeless that are in
need. Thank you for your support and assistance in helping our program
and our community.
With gratitude,
Jaclyn Coppa
Community Services Counselor
Gardena Human Services Department
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