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FRUITFUL OR BUSY?
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR
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July is one of the busiest months of the year for GVBC. It is one in which we do
things we don’t do any other time of the year.  Between our mission trips to Brazil and
Japan, our week of VBS, the Youth Summer Camp, and the College Summer
Retreat, we have more people in motion than any month of the year.  Much of the
effort expended on these events expresses heartfelt sacrifices of time, energy, and
finances that signal an investment in the Kingdom of God.  During this season we
might ask whether we are just being busy, or are we being fruitful?  Jesus models a
life that helps us evaluate our activity.  To distinguish between busyness and
fruitfulness in ministry we might ask a couple of questions:
 
1) Whom are we serving?
Jesus says, “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.” (John 5.30) There is
no indication anywhere in Scripture that Jesus did anything to please anyone. 



He recognized there is no fruitfulness in such efforts and to seek the approval of
people would submit His relationship with His Father to the capricious nature of
broken humanity.  Serving people will keep us very busy, serving God keeps us
fruitful.
 
People pleasing usually comes from insecurity and often results in a performance
trap. The performance trap is a condition where you work very hard to please
others and gain their approval. The trap is that you can never do enough and you
can never make everyone happy all the time. The trap includes feeling good about
yourself when others approve of you, rather than finding your security in Christ. 
Remember, if you live by the praises of people you will die by their criticisms.  In
whatever activity you find yourself this summer, ask yourself whom you are serving
and towards what end.
 
2) How are you investing your time and energy?
Fruitfulness is not necessarily measured by time and energy, but busyness often is.
In John 5.19 Jesus says, “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the
Father does the Son also does.” Jesus’ decisions about how he spent his time and
energy reverted back to the One he was serving.  His interactions with the religious
elite and their criticism about whom he spent time with (see Luke 15.2) is but one
example. Churches are notorious for keeping people busy which is often an attempt
to assuage our guilt for ultimately being disobedient about issues of the heart. 
Either Jesus is Master or people are master. People are taskmasters who will lead
you into slavery.  Serving Jesus brings freedom.
 
If we frame our decision making about how we spend our time and energy as Jesus
did, we will have a fruitful ministry, far beyond anything we could accomplish. As we
serve Christ and His people this summer, may we remember to live out His words -
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15.5) May all our investments
this summer be out of having remained in Jesus and thereby investing ourselves
according to His priorities and values.
 
May this be a fruitful season for all of us!
Pastor Doug
 
 
 
 
 

“...If you remain
in me and I in
you, you will

bear much fruit;
apart from me

you can do
nothing.”

 
John 15:5



NIHONGO FATHER'S DAY

NIHONGO FATHER'S DAY LUNCHEON & CELEBRATION
BY PASTOR JAMES CHANG

On Father’s Day, June 16, Nihongo ministry celebrated Father’s Day as a church family. In worship service, Pastor James
Chang from the English congregation continued our Summer in the Psalms sermon series in Psalm 19. Then, after worship
service, we shared a yummy Potluck lunch together filled with shared testimonies of fatherhood, shared wisdom from fathers,
and a special children’s song and dance. As many of our Nihongo members have family away in Japan, it was a special time to
be able celebrate Father’s Day with our church family and receive ministry from our Heavenly Father.



PROFILE OF RYAN URATSU

 
As a high school junior, Ryan Uratsu was tempted to follow his friends.  They
decided to drop out of church and party. Ryan reasoned that he, too, could
leave church for a period of time, party with friends, and then return to GVBC.
While pondering about it, Ryan dismissed the idea. "I decided to stay at
church because I couldn't justify sinning against the Lord," he shared. In
retrospect, Ryan knew he made a wise choice. 
 
Today, Ryan is following God's lead by starting graduate classes at Talbot
Seminary this Fall (Ryan received a B.S. in Biblical Theological Studies from
Biola University in June 2017). Although Ryan originally planned on going into
accounting, he felt called to ministry as a pastor. As a pastoral intern, Ryan
has been blessed doing "community group" ministry with Pastor Daniel
Matsuda. Pastor Daniel and Ryan led a small group of male high school upper
classmen this past spring. A community group curriculum, written by Ryan,
was used to facilitate the group. Pastor Daniel set a good example for Ryan
as he witnessed his love for people and his organizational skills, all
contributing to effective ministry. 
 
A native of the South Bay, Ryan grew up in a strong Christian home. Ryan,
along with his parents, Dave and Edna Uratsu and siblings, Nicole and Erik
regularly attended GVBC. At five years old, Ryan accepted the Lord with his
mother's assistance. Throughout his life, Ryan witnessed both parents actively
involved in ministry, whether that is with college, married couples, men and
women's retreats, or community groups. Growing up in the Uratsu household,
Ryan related that serving in ministry was a given. Both Ryan and his younger
brother, Erik, are seeking to serve in full time ministry. Ryan's goal is to do
pastoral ministry, while Erik would like to serve in overseas missions.
 
Ryan's favorite Bible passage, Romans 12:1,2 reminds him to make Christ the
all-encompassing influence in his life. With that goal in mind, Ryan seeks what
Christ would want for him. Focusing on Christ determines how Ryan chooses
to spend his day, what choices he makes, and the reasons why he forgives.
Ryan's obedience to God beautifully reflects his love for the Lord.
 
 
 

BY KATHY AISO

OBEDIENCE TO A FAITHFUL GOD

 
"Our love for God is shown by

our obedience to Him."
~ Dr. J. Vernon McGee

 



Tommy Shirota
I am entering my fourth year of study at Biola as a
Communication Major, and will be continuing my work as a
part-time staff member with National School Project into this
upcoming school year! I will be leading a team of college-age
volunteers to coach and mentor Christian clubs at public
schools on how to share their faith! I also have the privilege of
personally mentoring two schools of my own in addition to
overseeing various projects and other schools in the area.
The NSP seeks to reach every student in every school with
the gospel!
Please prayerfully consider partnering with me as I return to
this mission field in 2019 – 2020
-  We need prayer over the hearts of students receiving the
gospel, as well as their peers who are responding to the call
of evangelism!
-   Support me financially - As my responsibilities increase
this year, so is the amount I am raising. My goal is to raise
$8,100 that will support me through the entire 10 month
academic school year! Please give online at 
http://www.gvbc.net/donate, or write a check to GVBC.

MISSION UPDATES
Minako Fujimoto
“MEBIG Seminar
68 people from 15 different churches participated in the MEBIG
seminar at GVBC. The theme was improving discipleship.
During the seminar, Minako met new people through games,
and afterwards Pastor Uchikoshi encouraged them to continue
making disciples for Christ, despite the time and effort it takes.
Summer Short-Term Missions to Japan, July 8 to August 5
Minako is helping to prepare four teams for JEMS short-term
missions. They will be sent to various parts of Japan. From July
8 to 22, she will be working at Airin Chapel Christ Church, at a
youth and children’s camp near Mount Fuji, and then a camp in
the Nagano Prefecture.
Please Pray
- For the preparation of the mission teams and traveling mercies
as the teams travel to Japan.
- That despite the cultural and language differences, the Lord
will bless the teams and God’s love will be shown through them.

Egla Tingson
Egla is continuing to keep the evangelistic ministry going
strong! As of last April, she reached 95 years of age, and
each of her children were able to attend her birthday and
celebrate the many blessings in her life. She is currently
carrying out missionary work in Kabankalan, Negros
Occidental, Philippines, alongside Grace. Prayers for their
wisdom and health while abroad are very much
appreciated. Grace also has remained in contact with both
Fortress College and the ASCO outreach churches, so
additional prayers for her work there are certainly
welcome!
 

Ken & Diane Kudo
“Ken and Diane have been busy; Ken recently preached at two
funerals, one of which was for a convert who accepted Christ four
months before his passing. They have also spent some time with
Edson Yamamoto and his wife, Celia. Edson and Celia once
sought out marriage advice and were seemingly headed for a
divorce despite their relationship displaying signs of success.
Thankfully, upon receiving counseling from Diane and others,
their lives were completely healed and they are now inspiring
multiple people to seek out Christ, one of which is Celso, Edson’s
own brother. At one particular Palm Sunday service, two non-
Christians attended because of this couple’s incredible story!
Presently, Ken and Diane are continuing their work in Brazil and
request prayer that the gospel will impact lost people within the
country. Those they have interacted with seem thirsty for God’s
Word; Ken and Diane are very hopeful as such!



Mainstay of Golf Ministry
 
George Hirano, along with Shig Ogata and the late Bob Kato, founded the Golf Fellowship
(GF).  Within the GF, George and a committee started the annual GVBC Golf Tournament.
The proceeds from the tournament are invested in the lives of young leaders attending
college or graduate school who serve at GVBC while studying. The tournament raises
about $20,000 annually.
As a leader in Children's Ministry (CM) in the 1990's, George served as their representative
on the Board of Deacons (In earlier years, CM had a representative on the board). George
was instrumental in having GF help with the CM's Angels Breakfast. George also served
GVBC as choir director. In 1952, the Hirano Family began attending GVBC. Many of
George's sons, daughters-in-law,  and grandchildren attend GVBC and continue his legacy
of faithful ministry and service.
 
 

MINISTRY LEGACY:  GEORGE HIRANO

MISSION UPDATES

BY KATHY AISO

YOUTH LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP
BY MICHELLE DRESSER

This year, we had 16 high school students, 6 youth leaders, and 5 college-aged alumni
serve on the Long Beach Mission trip. During the mornings of the trip, the students had the
opportunity to participate in service projects, such as visiting the patients at Villa Serena
Healthcare, teaching Bible stores at  Precious Lamb Preschool, and preparing food at the
Long Beach Rescue Mission. In the afternoons, the students put on a Summer Bible Club
for the kids in the community and were able to share God's love with 45+ children! In
addition to our time in Long Beach, our students also got to serve on Friday in the Gardena
community at the JCI, Gardena Senior Daycare, and the Gardena Socialization for Adults
with Mental Illness.
Throughout the week, it was encouraging to watch the students work together and grow in
their awareness of both God's presence and His grace. As God worked through our team,
He continually shifted our mindset from, "what do I want to do?" to "God, how are you
asking me to respond?" We praise God for the ways He is moving in Long Beach and
Gardena and were incredibly blessed by the opportunity to serve Him on this trip.



Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory
 
FROM                                                               TO
Jodie, Voltaire, Julie & Xander Rivera              Kazumi Yoshida
     and Merrick Yoshida
Anonymous                                                      Edith Kunishige
Shig & Chino Ogata & family                           Fumiko Fukuzawa - 
                                                                             Intern Fund
 
 Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
 

FAMILY NEWS
FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to Curtis and Lauren nee Chuman Yamanaka on
their wedding on June 1st at Descanso Gardens in
LaCanada/Flintridge. Rick Iwanaga, from the West Covina
Christian Church, officiated. Proud parents are Dennis and Sharon
Yamanaka. Grandmother, Alyce Kuranaga.
 
GVBC Family,
Thank you for all your prayers during this time of mourning for our
mom/grandma, Chiye Shimane. A few weeks before her passing,
she had a hallucination (vision?) of pink & fuchsia colored flowers.
We were in awe when the floral arrangement that was delivered
had pink & fuchsia flowers!
Thank you to Pastor James for coming to pray with and for her just
a few days before her passing. It was a comfort to us and I’m sure
to her as well.
Love,
Kaneshiro & Campbell Families
 
 
 
 

Our sympathies are with Mary Nakaoka on the passing of
her beloved husband Tom on April 21. They had been
married for 65 years.
 
Condolences also to Dave & Edna Uratsu and family on the
passing of Dave’s father, Marvin Uratsu.
 
Board Update:  Tommy Park, elected as a new Board
member starting in 2019, has stepped down from this role
for personal reasons. The Board has decided not to replace
Tommy Park, but will function with eleven members as
opposed to the usually twelve until the Annual Election
Meeting in November, 2019.  Tommy continues to serve
with the Guest Relations Ministry on Sunday mornings. 
for the Kingdom,
Pastor Doug
 

On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry,
we would like to thank you for your generous donation.
For over 40 years, the Food Pantry has been able to
Extend a helping hand  to individuals & families in our
Gardena community with emergency food, bus tokens,
case management and homeless services. We would like to
thank you for your support in enhancing the quality of life for
our residents. Together, we can continue our ission to assist
our residents. Thank you!
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MINISTRY OUTLOOK

July 15                   VBS (Vacation Bible School)
July 17-31              *Japan Mission Trip
July 21-26              *Youth Summer Camp @ Oak Glen
July 21-Sept. 15    Daniel Plan
July 26-28             *College Summer Retreat                
 


