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BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance
is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-5)
1 Peter is written to a young church facing unrelenting trials and persecution. The
Roman Emperor Nero slaughtered the first Christians, pagan cults opposed them at
every turn, and the Jews labeled them heretics all the while encouraging the
onslaught. The early church was reeling from this persecution. They desperately
needed to find hope. Peter discusses three aspects of this living hope: a living hope
(1:3), an eternal hope (1:4) and an enduring hope (1:5).

On what basis can Peter call this a “living hope”? Our answer is found in verse two
which says that our salvation is secured by the foreknowledge of God, through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, and by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. In this one verse we
discover the Trinity at work on our behalf to provide us with hope that is alive and cannot
be extinguished.
Next, Peter describes our hope as “eternal” in verse four. He says that it is
“imperishable” which means it is untouched by death. It is immortal. “Undefiled” is the
next adjective used which means unstained by evil or pure. Then this hope is called
“unfading” which means unimpaired by time. St. Augustine has written that “God is
patient because He is eternal.” God has the long view in mind and therefore we must be
enduring.

"In his great mercy
he has given us
new birth
into a
living hope
through the
resurrection of
Jesus Christ..."
1 Peter 1:3

Peter then says in verse five that our hope is enduring. Later in this
chapter and in verse 23 he will declare, For you have been born
again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God. This enduring word planted in us
strengthens us to wait for this “salvation is ready to be revealed at the
last time”. This implies that our wait will be for a very long time. Yet, as
we allow God’s hope, one that is living, eternal, and enduring, to define
us we take on His perspective of our lives and our future.
During this season of hope we will find ourselves surrounded by
people living lifeless, limited, and momentary lives. We can invite them
into hope. Will you pray with me during this coming Easter season for
our nonbelieving guests? Pray that those we invite to church would
hear the good news afresh. Pray that the Living Hope that is shared
will be attractive and magnetic, pulling them into God’s story which can
also be their story, their Living Hope.
Christ is Risen!
Pastor Doug

MINISTRY

PRAY FOR JAPAN CONCERT
BY BRANDON TSUKAMOTO - MISSIONS COMMITTEE

What a blessing it was to attend the Pray for Japan concert led by Gong Min
and Byeon Hogil! It has been eight years since the Tohoku earthquake and
tsunami, and although the Japanese people may no longer be suffering in
terms of housing or physical damage, the emotional damage for those who
were affected by the earthquake still remains. Because of this, we cannot
forget about these people, and we cannot cease praying for what God is
currently doing in Japan. Let us join together and pray for Gong Min’s Bridge
ministry that is working to encourage the Japanese people and point them to
Christ, for the people in Japan who are living with the memories of the Tohoku
earthquake, and for our brothers and sisters at Oasis Church in Rifu who are
faithfully being salt and light in a country living in darkness.
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people.” - Ephesians 6:18

MINISTRY

FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI - NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE

On March 15th, we were blessed to have our GVBC Jr. High Youth Group join us in ministry at St John’s. We also had
youth volunteers from the Gardena Juvenile Justice Intervention Program. Harvey Ujimori put together a nice chicken mix
that we served over rice. We also served green salad, corn, garlic bread, fruit cocktail, cookies and tang orange drink.
Pastor James Choung gave our devotional from John 10:4, “…and his sheep follow him because they hear his voice.” Our
praise was led by Gary Yoshiba and Robert Hirano. Give God the glory!

"...knowing that the testing
of your faith produces
endurance."
~ James 1:3

SEEKING THE ALMIGHTY GOD

PROFILE OF JOHN NOGUCHI
BY KATHY AISO

"Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing
of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." James 1:2-4
As a high school senior, an inner crisis brought John Noguchi to the Lord. Although John
had grown up in a strong Christian family and accepted Christ at age four, he did not
depend on Jesus as his source. John basically felt self-sufficient and did not consult God.
Unhappy with his life, John did a self-evaluation. "I'm not that happy with my life. I have to
decide if I'm going to follow God or do my own thing," John thought. At that moment, John
made the wise decision to follow God and seek His direction.
The starting point of John's change to follow God occurred in February 2017, after attending
the Oak Glen Youth Winter Camp. With Tommy Morse (currently serving as a missionary in
Japan) as his cabin leader, John was able to ask many questions about God and the Bible
and receive answers from Tommy. Tommy also encouraged his cabin members to
memorize James 1, which focused on trials and temptations. John readily identified with the
subject of trials and memorized the chapter. The command to persevere in the faith and
endure trials with resulting fruit gave John hope and encouragement.
In June 2017, John graduated from Gardena High School. In pondering about a future career, John prayed and waited on the Lord, which
gave him assurance and peace. John is now attending El Camino College, taking different courses, which could lead to an awareness of
what field to pursue for a future career.
In desiring to follow God, John has gotten more active in ministry at GVBC. He is part of maintenance. John helps set up and tear down
seating in the community hall for Sunday morning worship services. He enjoys working and has become friends with Brandon Hirano,
Wesley Shiozaki, and Gerald Mayewaki, who are also part of maintenance. John is part of the college ministry and attends Dave Uratsu's
Bible Study. He is continually growing in the Word. In addition to the Bible, John enjoys reading and gleaning practical Biblical advise
from the narrative and Scriptures from the daily devotional, "My Utmost for His Highest" by Oswald Chambers. Dave recommended and
gave John the devotional.
As the oldest child of Clyde and Emily Noguchi, John has four siblings. In addition to John, who is 19, there is Michael, age 17; James,
age 15; Anna, age 13, and Daniel, age 11, John feels blessed for having strong Christian parents. "I think my parents are definitely good
Christian examples. I learn through their examples and appreciate that they don't preach to me," John shared.
Today, John is content, knowing he is increasingly relying on the ultimate source, God. John affirmed that he has received strong Bible
teaching, fellowship, and support at GVBC. In recommitting his life to Christ, John was baptized by Pastor Doug in September 2018.
Recently, in the college group, John learned that being a Christian starts with a personal relationship with the Lord. John is seeking to
grow in his relationship with Jesus, knowing that this leads to a God honoring, fulfilling, and abundant life.

GVBC ON MISSION
Tommy Morse
Welcome home Tommy! In mid-March, Tommy returned back to Southern
California, after serving one year in Hongodai. This was followed by a week of
debriefing in Colorado. Please pray for the next steps for Tommy as he
pursues serving in Japan as a long term missionary. Also, pray that Tommy
will increase in his learning of the Japanese language. Please pray for the
Hongodai Christ Church, where Tommy served. Pray for the youth and young
adults, who are mourning and processing the passing of Keita. Keita was a
fellow co-worker with Tommy, who ministered to the youth. Pray for male
adult youth leaders. With Tommy's departure and Keita's passing, there needs
to be someone to fill the gap. Pray that the 1000 (many unsaved) who
attended Keita's funeral and heard the Gospel will receive the Lord.

MINISTRY LEGACY: CHIYO AISO
BY KATHY AISO

Helping Out With Nehemiah
GVBC called and Chiyo Aiso responded. During part of the church building project,
GVBC asked Chiyo if she would be willing to house a large storage unit, filled with
furniture and other material, on her Gardena property as plans were made to tear
down the old section of the church and replace it. She was happy to help, which
saved the Nehemiah project from storage expenses.
Since coming to GVBC in 1951, Chiyo has served in the following ministries: church
clerk, chaperon for the YTF (Young Teen Fellowship), which in that day was the junior
high ministry, workday helper and assistant to the workday meal organizer, the late
Hisa Miya, ABW helper with the Dorcas Circle, and GVBC representative with the late
Jean Miyoshi to visit members in their homes. Chiyo feels blessed to be part of the
GVBC family.

FAMILY NEWS

FAMILY NEWS
FROM
Hazel Endo
Jodie & Voltaire Rivera & family
and Merrick Yoshida

TO
Michiko Hayase
Mrs. Judy Yoshida

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Pastors Doug, James & Daniel, wonderful GVBC Families and Friends,
Thank you so much for your wonderful support, encouragement and loved extended to me during my recent hospitalizations. Visits
from our pastoral staff, Richard Imatomi & Frank Nakamura, at my home, have truly been times of loving friendship and also at the
hospitals – evidence your continued support and love – thank you!
Thank you for the bottom of my heart for the beautiful orchid plant which continues to thrive. I love orchids! I am so grateful for your
prayers during my recovery from my fractured sternum. It’s been a challenging time but our Lord is ever so faithful and showers me
with His loving kindness and gentleness. God is in control!!
“Rejoice in the Lord always again I say, rejoice!” – Philippians 4:4
With a grateful heart and much love,
Yuri Ogawa
Dear GVBC Family,
On behalf of the Louise Park families, (Park, Mukogawa and Tsuno) I want to extend a deep appreciation and thank you for all the
love and kind condolences extended to us during this time of mourning. We thank GVBC so much for the lovely flowers sent to the
service. Our mother loved flowers! She so enjoyed being part of GVBC’s community. Please know that keeping us in your thoughts
and prayers has meant a lot to our family.
Love,
The Mukogawa’s
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for the beautiful roses and the many visits and prayers from my brother and sisters at GVBC.
I am getting stronger each day and hope to go home soon. Eventually see you at church on Sundays!
Gratefully,
George Y. Hirano

MINISTRY OUTLOOK
Apr 14
Apr 19
Apr 21
May 2
May 3, 17, 31
May 4
May 10
May 12

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

Palm Sunday Services: 8:45 & 10:45am
Good Friday Service at 7pm - Family Friendly
Easter Sunday Service: 8:45 & 11:00am
National Day of Prayer
Friday Food Ministry
Work Day
Parent Social - Children's Ministry
Mother's Day

