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BY SUSAN WAKUTA, CHILDREN'S DIRECTOR

Greetings from the Final Frontier! As we gear up for Vacation Bible School, I am very
excited to share this year’s theme, “To Mars and Beyond.” Not only is it set in outer
space, which automatically makes everything fun, but there is an incredible Bible
verse Ephesians 3:20 that will inspire children to be used by God in powerful ways.
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.” (CEB)
This power that Paul refers to is the same power that raised Jesus from the grave
and also raised us from spiritual death to life. It is amazing to know that God’s
power lives in us through the Holy Spirit making the impossible possible.

It’s kind of strange that I’m writing an article on VBS prior to the event even
happening. And we do tend to summarize something after it is finished and call it
God’s blessings. While this may be true, what would it look like to anticipate and
have great expectancy of what God will do? Isn’t that called faith? According to
Hebrews 11:1, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we
do not see.” (NIRV) My hope is in God who is always faithful.

“Glory to God,
who is able to do
far beyond all
that we could
ask or imagine
by his power at
work within us.”
Ephesians 3:20

I know that I’m dating myself, but in 2004-2010 my favorite T.V. series was “LOST.”
There was one episode called, “The Constant.” A character was losing his mind
because he fluctuated between the past and present. He was going to die unless
he could find a constant in both time periods that would anchor him. In this case,
his constant was his girlfriend, Penny, who was told in the past to expect a phone
call from him in the future. She believed him, answered the phone, and saved his
life. Putting fictional analogies aside, we have a real constant and His name is
Jesus. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8
(NIRV)
When I see what is happening in the world today with all the chaos, tragedy, and
hopelessness, it needs a constant. There is an urgency; and I feel that children
need Jesus to be their “constant” as Savior and Lord over their lives. Jesus has
been the “constant” in every VBS I have directed. I look forward to this year with
confidence knowing that He is good and faithful. So I ask all of you to please join
me on this VBS galactic adventure. As we put our trust in God and wait expectantly
on Him, please pray that God will bring children to our church who hunger to know
an amazing Savior. Please pray that God will touch the hearts of people who will
joyfully serve at VBS. And please pray that as we sincerely live our lives for God’s
kingdom, He is able to do exceedingly abundantly more than we could ever ask or
imagine.
God bless you,
Susan

NIHONGO MOTHER'S DAY

NIHONGO MOTHER'S DAY
BY PASTOR EIJI OSATO - NIHONGO PASTOR

Over 100 people joined this year’s Nihongo’s Mothers’ Day luncheon to bless mothers in the Nihongo Ministry. The Nihongo’s
men’s group prepared lunch with the help of many in the Nihongo college group. Since most of the college group are living here
alone as international students, many mothers in Nihongo ministry pray for them and take care of them as their mothers in the
U.S. Nihongo Ministry really is a family in Christ loving each other!

"...knock and it shall be
opened to you."
~ Matthew 7:7
SEEKING AND FINDING GOD

PROFILE OF SHOKI HIOKI
BY KATHY AISO

"Ask,and it shall be given to you, seek and you shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened to you." --Matthew 7:7 (NAS)
"Does God exist?" Shoki Hioki could not answer that question, until he
encountered the living God at a GVBC bilingual service in 2012. During
the service, Pastor Eiji Osato posed a challenge, "If you have any doubt
about God, ask and pray for Him to show you." Shoki prayed, asking
God to reveal Himself and immediately, felt a special feeling in his heart,
which he had never experienced before. Knowing it was the Lord,
Shoki became open to God. With Pastor Eiji's assistance,
Shoki accepted the Lord.
Earlier, Shoki's journey to God began, accepting Yuko Chang's invitation
to attend a Nihongo event, J-Night, held weekly at Pastor Eiji and Emi
Osato's home. 15-20 college students from Japan gathered for an authentic Japanese dinner, followed by a
Christian message by Pastor Eiji. Shoki attended one J-Night Christmas party and planned on stopping, but
wanting to help a friend make a business connection with someone at the gathering prompted him to attend
another one. Pastor Eiji's messages hit home with Shoki and he began regularly attending J-Night.
At one J-Night, Shoki met his future wife, Cindy, who also started going to J-Night. Shoki and Cindy were friends
for three years, before dating. They attended the 2015 Urbana Missions Conference in St. Louis. The
conference educated Shoki about missions and led him with Cindy to attend GVBC Perspectives (missions
course). "God used Cindy to direct me towards missions," Shoki affirmed. Shoki and Cindy were married at
GVBC by Pastor Eiji in January. Cindy has been a very supportive wife, giving Shoki wise counsel.
Shoki's full-time job as an athletic trainer for the Cardinals professional baseball team in the Dominican Republic
will end in December, following three years of employment (he received his B.S. in Athletic Training from Cal.
State University Long Beach in December 2015). He would like to get a full-time job as an athletic trainer in
Southern California.
Shoki feels called to Japan, because, he feels being a native he would know how to best present the Gospel in
Japanese. "Who could evangelize to the Japanese people better than someone just like them--born and raised
in Japan who fluently speaks the language?" Shoki is willing to serve in Japan, if God calls Cindy and him there.
With a radiance which reflects the Lord, Shoki is enthused about sharing Jesus and bringing the unsaved into
the Kingdom.

MISSION UPDATES

Ken & Diane Kudo
Ken and Diane, along with Hamilton and Carlos from the
Kudos' church in Sao Paulo, ministered in Asia. They visited
their church's missionaries in Cambodia. These missionaries
are learning Khmer, while sowing spiritual seeds in different
places. One of the places is a high school with university
professors, language translators, and business people. It has
been challenging as these missionaries have faced Satanic
attacks, corrupt police trying to extort money, or a neighbor
who is a pedophile. There will be a church planting in Phnom
Penh, as the OMF leadership of Cambodia has authorized
three missionaries, Yuki, Karla, and Lucia to start a church.
Please pray that Yuki, Karla, and Lucia raise up disciples for
Christ and that the missionaries' supporter-intercessors in
Brazil continue in steadfast prayer and support for them.

James Choung
“God is up to really good things, and I'm thankful for all of
you!" writes James. James' department hosted 60 staff and
guests in Albuquerque for the first Innovation Summit (IS).
Its goal was that mystery and strategy meet, resulting in
greater innovation in the Christian movement. The feedback
was overwhelming positive! He is thankful that the
conference went well and he is already planning for IS '20.
James was also involved in Asian American Ministries
Staff Conference (AAMSC) '19. 250 Asian American staff
filled the room from many different cultural backgrounds.
James describes the teaching as solid from a new
generation of Asian American leaders.

2019 BRAZIL TEAM

BY LINDA HAYASHI - MISSIONS CHAIRPERSON

We will primarily be working on renovating a dormitory on the Hope
campus that would eventually allow 12-15 people to stay there. In
addition to our main work project, each of us will also be serving in a
specific capacity according to our different gifts, experiences, and
skills. Some of our individual assignments will include:
teaching English, giving swimming lessons, praying over and
encouraging the house parents and community members, offering a
foot clinic, teaching dental hygiene, and working with Hope's social
workers. We know that God is undeniably at work in Brazil, and we
feel so privileged for the opportunity to witness His goodness and
faithfulness as we partner with the Smiths this summer! Thank you,
church family, for your generosity in giving to Advent Conspiracy
2018, which has completely funded this mission.

MISSION UPDATES
Timothy Keahey
I’m excited to share with you the opportunity I have this summer
to serve in Mongolia for a short-term missions trip from July 8–
21, 2019 through Overseas Missionary Fellowship’s (OMF’s)
program, Serve Asia!
How Can You Partner with Me?
Commit to pray for what God is doing in Mongolia. Pray that
many will hear and respond to the gospel and become His
fully devoted followers. May I bring godly encouragement to
believers there and boldly take opportunities to reach others,
empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Prayerfully consider supporting me financially in this work. I
need to raise $3,175 for this short-term missions trip.

MINISTRY LEGACY: KENICHI OKADA
BY KATHY AISO

Longstanding Service on the Board
Over decades, Kenichi Okada has served at different times on GVBC's Board of
Deacons. From the 1990's to today, Kenichi has represented Nihongo on the English
speaking Board for 16 years. Since becoming a Christian in 1990, Kenichi has
regularly attended the Nihongo weekly prayer meetings. Beginning in 1995,
Kenichi has been a song leader for the Nihongo Sunday morning worship services.
Being very musically talented, Kenichi played the violin at the recent Good Friday
service in April and performed at other church related events over the years.
Kenichi's steadfast commitment to God and ministry reflect his faithfulness.

FAMILY NEWS

FAMILY NEWS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory
FROM
TO
Amy Kato
Fumiko Kitagawa (mother)
Anonymous
Olive Tanaka
Shigeki & Chino Ogata
Fumiko Fukuzawa (Chino’s mom)
Leigh & Katie Fukuzawa
Namiye Fukuzawa for Mother’s Day
Amy Kato
Bob
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

To my GVBC family,
On behalf of my mother, Olive and my entire family, “Thank you”, so
very much for everything you “all” did to make Mom’s Celebration of
Life, special. The comfort, prayers details and flowers were awesome
and very much appreciated. Thank you ushers, receptionists, organist,
a/v coordinator and anyone I may have missed.
Love you all and thanks again!
In His service, Rodney and family
To the GVBC family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful floral wreath that you gave to
Mom for her service. That was such a kind and loving gesture. Mom
as well as Dad were so blessed to be a part of the GVBC family.
Thank you again.
Love, The Fukuzawa and Iijima Families

Dear GVBC family,
We are so thankful to the church for providing the beautiful
bouquet for Myrtle at Kei-Ai. She really enjoyed the flowers.
God bless, The Marshalls
Dear GVBC,
Thank you so much for the pink roses arrangement, it was so
beautiful! I am at home now and hopefully getting better each
day. Hope to get back to church someday soon. I miss my
friends there. Thank you!
Aloha, Margaret (Shirai)
The family of Edie Kunishige would like to thank the many
volunteers that helped make her Celebration of Life
memorable. The outpouring of kind words, desserts, flowers
from the church, and pastor Daniel’s comforting words were a
blessing to the immediate and extended family.
Love, Ed, Lisa & Michael, Sarah and Emma
Welcome Westley Kazuo Sato! Kristine & Will Sato are
delighted with the addition to their family. Their baby boy was
born on Mother’s Day, May 12. Brother, Marshall and
grandma Kathy Sato are also very thrilled!
On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Patnry, we
would lkie to thank you for your generous donation. For over
40 years, the Food Pantry has been able to extend a helping
hand to individuals and families in our Gardena community
with emergency food, bus tokens, case management and
homeless servicers. We would like to thank you for your
support in enhancing the quality of life for our residents.
Together we can continue our mission to assist our residents.
Thank you!

MINISTRY OUTLOOK
June 15
June 16
June 22-28
June 30
June 30 - July 6
July 4-16

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

*Driftwood Healthcare & Rehabilitation Ctr Outreach
Father's Day
*Youth Long Beach Missions Trip
All VBS Volunteers Meeting
*JEMS Mt. Hermon Family Camp
*Brazil Missions Trip

