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The Study on the Relationship between Poetry, Music and
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Abstract

The tendency of interdisciplinary arts becomes more and more apparent ever
since the 20th century. Through all types of interaction and cooperation, today’s artists
from different fields and cultures enjoy exchanging thoughts and getting inspirations
from each other. However, the essence of interdisciplinary art is neither contemporary
nor revolutionary, it is reported to exist and perform in the ancient time already.

Confucius dance also known as "Yiwu", it is a part of the performance of the
Confucius Rites; for thousands of years, "Yiwu" manifested the fusion of poetry,
music and dance, which inherited the characteristic of the ancient dance. "Yiwu" was
eventually completed in the Ming Dynasty; it generated a considerable amount of
related literatures, music scores and dance illustrations. Thus, in the history of
Confucius Rites, the Ming Dynasty is no doubt a crucial era.

Taking the Confucius dance in the Ming Dynasty as a case study, this research
firstly outlines the historical pattern of the dance’s development; then, through various
artistic methods of analyzing the poetry, music, and dance, this research studies the
relationship between the three elements. Finally, to take a further step, this research
explores the artistic content of the fusion of poetry, music and dance. Moreover, as
well as its discussions on the Confucius dance in the Ming Dynasty, the outcome of
this research may offer references and suggestions to the modern concept of

interdisciplinary arts and its applications.

Keywords: Ritual Dances to Confucius, Yiwu, Interdisciplinary Art
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