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Abstract

In Ode to Hakka Yimin (K188 ) , a Taiwan Hakka musical, the main music body of
it is the Hakka chorus, in which, the main content is the Hakka folk song, which is an important
factor of the Hakka culture. In Taiwan, the developing environment of Hakka folk song has
changed rapidly in the recent centuries; and above all, the emergence and popularity of Hakka
chorus feature the most. Chorus has a long-lasting tradition of performance in the West; while
it is a common and popular way of performance in the today’s international music society, it is,
however, a newly developing genre in Hakka music within a history of three decades only.
Because of the contrast with the traditional ways of performance, such as solo and duet, Hakka
chorus used to be unpopular and even be despised and excluded by the elder Hakka people.
Nowadays, it has been accepted and viewed as Hakka language, and even the most effective
way to pass down Hakka folk songs. The old traditional image of Hakka chorus has been
changed and ‘flipped’ over today.

Through examining the precious long-term materials collected / produced by the
performing group Taiwan Hakka Folk Song Chorus ( &7/ % 52 ([IFK[H ) , including music
scores, scripts, audio  video materials, and live DVDs, etc., this thesis takes the contemporary
Hakka musical Ode to Hakka Yimin as the case study. With two kinds of research methods: the
desk research that collects and analyzes literature and materials, and the field research that
observes the practice /performance and interviews the artists, this thesis reviews and discusses
the historical contextual background of Hakka music, from folk, chorus to musical. In additions,
with the actual participation and experience from the researcher herself and artists that involved,
this thesis explores the artistic value and meanings of Ode fo Hakka Yimin, discusses how Hakka
musical become a popular style of performing arts, then offers a referential record to the

literature of Taiwan Hakka music.

Keywords: Hakka folk song, Hakka chorus, Hakka Musical, Ode to Hakka Yimin
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