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The Formation of Performing Styles in Takarazuka Revue:

A Case Study on “Romeo et Juliette”
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Abstract

Established in 1914, Takarazuka Revue has become a huge and multi-diversified
commercial company. Today, there are over 400 actresses in the company and Takarazuka
Revue has so far presented over 2200 productions. It is easy to be spotted on the otoko yaku,
the actress who plays the male character, on the stage. The otoko yaku, with a presence that
makes them seem cooler than real men, is unique to the Takarazuka Revue. According to the
expectation of the audience, which is mostly contented with women, the aesthetics of the
musical, Rome et Juliette, which is an adoption of French musical, is very unique and appealing.

From 2010 to 2013, Takarazuka Revue had performed this musical for 4 times. This study
analyzes the musical Rome et Juliette of Takarazuka Revue, through adopting the theory of
Reception Aesthetic of H.R.Jauss, transformational analysis and structural analysis as the study
methods to analyze its plot, performing methods and stages. The result reveales that the
focusing on the leading role, the scene presentation, the lyrics writing and translation, and the
special style of the curtain call, which are all formatted from the communication between

productive part (provider) and audience (receiver).

Key words: Takarazuka Revue, Otoku yaku, Formation of Peforming Styles, Romeo et

Juliette, Expectation of Audience
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