
 

DAE Studio Newsletter 
Celebration Award June 2019 

Principal’s Award – Olivia Bennison 

In recognition of sustained progress across the 

curriculum.  

 

Last Month’s Token winners – 
(Tokens are awarded for displaying entrepreneurial attributes) 

Year 9- Sergio Matos- Lopez  
Year 10 – Ptolomey Nolan  

Year 11 – Bradley Aspin  

6th Form – Amber Rothwell  

 

Literacy Champion – Ronan Halstead (Yr9) & Josh 

Shuttleworth (Y10)  

Numeracy Champion – Connor Fletcher (Y10)  

Science Champion- Ptolomey Nolan (Yr10) 

Digital Champion – Avryl Jones (Y10) 

Care Sector Champion – Josh Hardman (Yr10) 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 June 2019 

In our Personal, Social and Health Education this 

month we have been thinking about… During tutor 

groups this term, we have been discussing and learning 

about several wide -ranging topics that have engaged the 

students in a variety of relevant news stories. Starting with 

the suggestion of a 3 -day weekend and shorter working 

days and the impact that would have on productivity, wages 

etc. 

We have also been discussing the protests during Easter in 

London and other major cities by climate change activists 

Extinction Rebellion. There has been some information 

discussed about the rise in rare disease cases and the 

increase in people avoiding vaccinations and the fear they 

may have severe side effects. 

We have talked about the intense routines actors go 

through to achieve “perfect” muscular bodies for films and 

the unrealistic impression it may have on younger people. 

Recently we have been learning about the impact of social 

media companies and their responsibilities to provide a safe 

online presence for all users, especially young people. 

Currently we are talking about the resignation of the Prime 

Minister, debating what qualities that person should have, 

and how should they be selected to run our government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Dear Parents, 

I would like to thank all parents for the support you have given to our students over the very intensive 
exam period that has involved our Year 11, Year 12 resit students and Year 13 students who have complete 
their 5 years at the Studio this month. It has been much appreciated.  
There have been some fantastic opportunities for students over the past couple of months with many new 
links with employers being forged, we look forward to developing these contacts further and hope you 
enjoy reading about some of the visits we have had in the newsletter.  
As Year 11 stand down, we already start to look at how we best prepare our current Year 10 for this time 
next year. I hope that parents of Year 10 have benefited from the revision session we hosted on 12 June 
and that the revision packs provided have been well received.  
We are very excited about new opportunities for our students to be further developing their Numeracy and 
Literacy skills next year, in September we will be rolling out a whole school focus on Accelerated Reader 
and Times-Table Rockstars, more information will be distributed at the end of term. 
As always, if you are happy with the Studio provision or have a request for how we could develop further 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch. My email address is colin.grand@daestudio.biz. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Colin Grand, Principal 

 

mailto:colin.grand@daestudio.biz


 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Prom 
Students celebtrated their end of Key Stage 4 with a spectacular prom at Foxfields. As always students looked 

amazing and conducted themselves as true ladies and gentlemen. We look forward to working with them in 

6th form!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Lowry visit 
A group of Year 10 students have been working with ‘Beggars Belief’ who are a collective of Actors, Performers and 

Atrtists on a project to build their confidence with public speaking. The project ‘Present with Confidence’ has 

been delivered in four workshops in the Studio, at Darwen Library Theatre and culmulated in a visit to the Lowry 

and BBC Studios. It has been a pleasure to see the students develop their skills with voice projection, body language 

and professionalism. Students have really capitalised on the opportunity with a backstage visit to the Lowry, a chance 

to present in a main theatre and then to tour the BBC studios. This was a visit that not only raised career aspirations 

but also embedded the importance of communication skills. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Summer Fair 29th June 

 

 
On Saturday 29th June 4 Y12 students hosted the Studio Summer Fair, 

supported by Y9 Young Enterprise Group. The event was a fantastic 

success and raised nearly £600 for the East Lancashire Hospice. 

Students organized a wide variety of stall and activities that over 100 

people attended. The students now look towards the organisation of 

a Christmas Fair and aim to raise even more money for charity.  

 

 The Young Photography Competition  
The Young Photographer competition is a well-established and successful competition promoted by Rotary 

International in Britain and Ireland. The competition is designed to support and encourage the development 

of photographic skills. Our students in year 9, 10 and 11 were invited to enter and over the course of 6 

months, produce a set of images based on the theme ‘Beauty of Nature.’ We entered our students in the 

intermediate (11-13) year olds and the senior category (14-17). We are pleased to announce that our 

students won the District Competition.  

 

Senior Category 

1st Place – Connor Quayle – year 11 

2nd Place – Lydia Taylor – year 11 

3rd Place – Leon Lancaster – year 10 

Intermediate Category 

1st Place – Nusaybah Yousaf – year 9 

2nd Place – Jodie Quinn – year 9 

3rd Place – Luis Allison – year 9 

 

Following from this, the first place winners in each category were then entered into the National Final and 

Nusaybah gained a first place prize for her photograph. This has been excellent opportunity for us to 

showcase the skills of our GCSE Photography students.  

 



 

 

 

 
1st Place Connor Quayle Year 11                2nd Place Lydia Taylor Year 11 

 
3rd Place Leon Lancaster Year 10 

 
 

1st Place Nusaybah Yousaf Year 9  2nd Place Jodie Quinn Year 9 
 

 

 
 

3rd Place Luis Allison Year 9 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Film and Media News                  
Congratulations to the cast and crew of ‘Soil’ a 

film written and produced by our teachers Mr 

Feast and Mr Woodward. The film which also 

employed Studio students to work on the set , 

took home the audience choice award at LA1 

Film Festival. On receiving the award Mr. Feast 

said, ‘This is a fantastic achievement for everyone 

involved in the film especially given the quality of 

films we witnessed tonight. Our film was made 

on a shoe string budget, with many of our crew 

being young, first time filmmakers. This is 

dedicated to them and everyone who supported 

our project. We are over the moon’.  

 

Mr Woodward added: ‘I am so proud to see the 

endeavour and teamwork that went into making 

Soil, pay off. A massive thanks to all the team. 

Thanks to LA1 Shorts for hosting a wonderful, 

friendly festival and thanks to all the other 

filmmakers - what an honour and privilege to be 

amongst fellow filmmakers with such talent and 

passion’. 

 

Congratulations again to the cast and crew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 10 Literacy Development  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy piece by Year 11 Maya Graham 

 

Report - Maya Graham 



 

 

 

 
Maya Graham 
Resilience...do young people still have it? 

Kensington Academy Report 

 

 
Resilience...how can people say children don’t have that anymore? Everyday young people in today’s society are faced 

with challenges; whether that be exams, issues with friends or even struggling with their appearance. 

Resilience is being adaptable, spirited and tough, yet we are being told that children do not have any of that anymore? 

Nonsense. 

Unfortunately on the 14th June 2017 a devastating fire occurred at Grenfell Tower. Many lives were taken and multiple 

people were injured. Horrific. In a matter of minutes, lives were changed, including those who were students at 

‘Kensington Aldridge Academy’ the very school located at the bottom of Grenfell Tower. Their lives were shattered to 

pieces but with determination, bounce-back ability and strength they repaired themselves and thus ‘The Choir’ was 

formed. ‘The Choir’ became an inspiration for many young people and adults across the country. Showing how much 

fight and resilience they have. Their BBC One documentary demonstrated their singing, dancing and drama abilities. The 

documentary was a heartwarming yet emotional documentary and if you managed to get through the whole episode 

without becoming overwhelmed with emotions...you are made of stone. 

Let me introduce you to Adil, a year 10 student at Kensington Academy. Adil had little to no confidence. When the 

choirmaster approached him and asked whether or not he would like to perform a solo in the performance, his brain went 

into overdrive. He panicked. However his self-confidence and self-esteem began to rise. After being in eleven different 

foster care placements in which he felt out of place, lost, he finally found his place...he found himself. The opinions of 

others no longer mattered to him. 

Similarly to Adil, we met Year 7 student Irene. At the beginning of the documentary Irene was a shy, introverted young 

girl. Overthinking every little thing about herself. However this all changed when we worked up the courage to audition 

for a solo in the finale. Suddenly she changed from the girl who would refuse to sing in front of her own mother to singing 

in front of an auditorium full of adults, children...her parents and teachers. She became a flower blooming, full of talent no 

longer hidden. 

Personally I think saying young people have no resilience is appalling. The fact that people are discrediting the challenges 

young people face day in and day out is terrible. 

A personal story? Well, I will give you a snippet… 

I had to find resilience within myself. 

Personally I have faced many challenges in my life and with that I had to have lots of fight and resilience within me but...I 

did it. 

I was able to bounce-back after being tainted with the fear I carried on my shoulders for days upon days, months upon 

months. 

How dare people take that away from me and many other young people who are facing challenges - constantly? 

Everyday something will occur in a child's life and they tackle it with all their might...now that is resilience. Whether this 

challenge is something threatening their life or something that might seem minor but for them, it is huge. So now I must 

ask you...can you really say young people in today’s society have no resilience? 

… I thought so. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Julie Dhuny Visit  

On 6 June 2019, selected year 

10 students were invited to 

attend a talk given by Julie 

Dhuny who is the Head of 

Health & Justice North NHS 

England and NHS 

Improvement.  

 

She  was incredibly engaging 

as she spoke fondly of her 

Darwen roots and how she 

had started  her career 

training to be a General 

Nurse  at the former Royal 

Blackburn Hospital in the 

1980’s, to her current role 

and how she had progressed 

to this over the years. She inspired students to ask questions about wide and varied careers available to them 

within the healthcare provision of the  prison service and explained how students could find information out 

for themselves if they wished to do so. She discussed her current role as a Commissioner and how she 

manages budgets to ensure that the health rights of prisoners are met.  Her passion for this job role made the 

students curious and they asked relevant and interesting questions as she told them how she ensures that all 
prisoners receive their right to have a good standard of health care whilst they serve their sentence. The 

students were impeccably behaved and she commented on their maturity. We were privileged to have Julie 

visit the studio and a relationship we intend to nurture in order to allow more students to benefit from the 

wealth of experience that she offers. 

 

Year 9 achieves coaching badges.  
 

Congratulations to Year 9 student, Adam who has achieved his young 

coaching badges at the Lancashire FA. Adam states “I have learnt about 
planning and organising players and developed a lot of patience with younger 

students. I volunteer on Saturday mornings and have developed much better 

knowledge of coaching.” Well done Adam,. We are very proud of you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Last Day of term Wednesday 17th July 2019 12:30 finish  (Inset days 18th and 19th July 2019) 

Students return Wednesday 4th September 2019 (Student enrolment day)  

UPDATING SCHOOL RECORDS 
Please keep school informed of any chronic or short-term medical condition, which may affect your 

child, especially asthma.  If your child does suffer from asthma, it is recommended that your child always 

keeps a spare inhaler (named) in school at all times. 

It is also extremely important that you let the office know if you have changed any contact numbers or 

moved house.  It is vital that telephone numbers for all contacts are kept updated so that we can contact 

you should we need to, especially in an emergency.  

 IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
Email addresses - We email out the newsletter to parents every month. Please ensure we have your 

correct email address to make sure you receive it and other information.  

Punctuality - Please ensure your child is in school by 8:55am. Students can enter the Studio from 

7:45am where we provide a free tea & toast breakfast. 

Term time holidays – Please avoid taking holidays during term time, we are unable to authorise such 

holidays. There is no entitlement in law for parents to take their children out of school during term 

time.  

Regulations state that Head Teachers should not grant leave of absence unless:  

 the application has been made in advance, and 

 the Head Teacher is satisfied that there are exceptional circumstances relating to the 

application.  

Where leave of absence is granted, it is the Head Teacher who will determine the number of days that will be 

authorised. Leave of absence is granted entirely at the Head Teacher’s discretion, and it is highly unlikely that leave 

will be granted for the purposes of a family holiday.  

If a school does not authorise a leave of absence, but parents still take the child out of school, or the child is away 

for longer than was agreed, the absence is unauthorised. The Regulations do not allow schools to give 

retrospective approval. If parents do not apply for leave of absence in advance, the absence must be recorded as 

unauthorised. Parents are also likely to be issued with a Penalty Notice by the Local Authority in respect of their 

child’s unauthorised leave of absence from school. The penalty charge is £60 per parent, per child, if paid within 21 

days, rising to £120 per parent per child if paid between 21 and 28 days of receipt of the Notice. Where a Penalty 

Notice remains unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority will normally start legal proceedings at Magistrates’ 

Court.  

Reporting absence – Absences must be reported to school by 9:15am 01254 819567.  
 

Studio app - You can keep up to date with information about the Studio 

through our app.  To download the app, search for Darwen Aldridge 

Enterprise Studio in your device’s app store or scan the QR code below. 

 

Phone: 01254 819567  Email: info@daestudio.biz   

Web address: www.daestudio.biz  
Principal: Mr C Grand     Vice Principal: K Brooks 

 
Please don’t forget to check out our Facebook pages ‘Darwen 

Aldridge Enterprise Studio’ and DAE Studio Creative Digital Media for more regular and 

detailed updates on the amazing activities and work being produced at the Studio.   
 

mailto:info@daestudio.biz
http://www.daestudio.biz/


 

 

 

 


