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FROM THE WATERSHED

Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program Newsletter

WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE
OF THE OCONOMOWOC WATERSHED
PROTECTION PROGRAM (OWPP) NEWSLETTER
Look for this publication to arrive at your mailbox or in your e-mail two to three times
per year starting in 2020. Packed with great information, this newsletter will serve as your
connection to important updates and information on program progress, new practices and
technology, upcoming training events, and educational opportunities.

The History of the OWPP

In 2014, the City of Oconomowoc was facing new, more stringent requirements on
reducing phosphorus in the Oconomowoc River due to increasing algae blooms and
surface water quality degradation across Wisconsin and the US. The options to meet
the new requirements were to install new equipment with a very high price tag at the
wastewater treatment plant and in the storm water system or work throughout the entire
49 mile watershed. The City recognized the clear beneﬁts of working in the watershed
and in September of 2015 the OWPP was born. The program was approved by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) under the rules of a new program
called Adaptive Management. Through the Adaptive Management program, the City
has partnered with many entities across Washington, Waukesha, and Jeﬀerson counties
through which the river ﬂows. The partners in this program include government agencies,
municipalities, non-proﬁt organizations, environmental groups, agricultural groups and
coops, private landowners, and federal and county land and water agencies. The overall goal

UPCOMING EVENTS
FRI / DEC 13 / 2019
9a–2:30p
Nutrient Management Training
Hands on training for YOUR plan.
THURS / JAN 9 / 2020
9a–2:30p
Manure Application
Making sense of the regulations.
THURS / FEB 20 / 2020
6p–8p
Water Quality & Your Watershed
Oconomowoc Community Center
FRI / JUNE 5 / 2020
5th Annual
Healthy Lakes Conference
SAT / AUG 15 / 2020
12th Annual Ride to the Barns
Camp/Quad
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[continued on page 2]

CLEAN WATER
ASSOCIATION
A close ally to the OWPP is
the ‘Clean Water Association’, a
consortium of lake management
associations and districts. This
association brings together all the
lake communities from Friess Lake
to the Genesee lakes and from
Pewaukee Lake west to Golden Lake.
An annual conference is presented
in June and quarterly meetings are
held to share information and discuss
common issues aﬀecting water
quality, the ﬁsheries, and general use
of our lakes.

SOLUTIONS FOR LOCAL WATERWAYS
Clean Water Association’s 4th Annual Healthy Lakes Conference was held on Friday,
June 7th at the Seven Seas Restaurant on Lake Nagawicka. During the all-day
conference, which drew approximately 100 attendees, the Oconomowoc Watershed
Protection Program provided an update on our progress combating phosphorus in
our waterways. Other topics included identifying the most serious threats to our local
waterways, such as aquatic invasive species, and the value of natural shorelines and
wetlands. The afternoon concluded with pontoon boat rides to view shoreline restoration
projects on Lake Nagawicka.

WELCOME... [from page 1]

FARMERS FOR LAKE COUNTRY
PROGRAMS LED BY FARMERS, FOR FARMERS
The agricultural community in the
watershed is a key component to the
success of the program. We have more
than 30 land owners in the watershed
who are involved in the completion
of best management practices on
agricultural lands. Our steering
committee for the farmer group is
called Farmers For Lake Country. This
group meets 6 times per year to discuss
best practices, technological advances,
educational events and program
initiatives. The steering committee
is currently made up of 12 members
and is coordinated by Tall Pines
Conservancy.

of the program is to reduce phosphorus in
the Oconomowoc River so that the level
meets statewide water quality criteria at
the conﬂuence with the Rock River in the
Town of Ixonia in Jeﬀerson County.
Since 2015, the program has made great
progress. Many projects to reduce soil
erosion, treat storm water, and improve soil
health have been completed. In 2018, we
reduced the phosphorus load in the river
by 2,400 pounds, which by conservative
estimates, reduced algae growth by over
1,000,000 pounds. See more progress
updates on page 4.
[continued on page 4]
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OWPP RAISES
AWARENESS AT
LOCAL EVENTS

FIRST SOIL
HEALTH FIELD
DAY HELD
On August 22nd, Farmers For Lake Country held its ﬁrst dedicated Soil Heath
training day in conjunction with UW Extension, Green Bay. The event was held
at the Three Brothers Farm in Oconomowoc and was hosted by Kevin Erb of
UWGB. Kevin was assisted by Michelle Scarpace of UWEX and Marie Raboin
of Dane County Land and Water Conservation. Two soil pits were dug to
demonstrate soil characteristics and ﬁeld conditions and a rainfall simulator was
used to show the erosion issues associated with diﬀerent cropping practices. A
soil test kit was provided to all participants.

The headwaters of the Oconomowoc
River lie in the beautiful countryside of
the Village of Richﬁeld and the Town of
Polk. The Coney Creek ﬂows north at ﬁrst
and eventually turns southward where
it is joined by cold-water springs. The
Coney joins the Oconomowoc River in the
Richﬁeld Historical Park south of Pleasant
Hill Rd where the annual Thresheree and
Harvest Festival is held.
For the past ﬁve years the OWPP has
provided information on our program at
this event. The area is surrounded by a
diverse mix of land uses, from agriculture
to residential, and is an important focus
area due to the presence of the Coney and
Oconomowoc rivers. The two-day event
provides us the opportunity to educate the
public on the importance of protecting
water quality and soil health and gives
the festival attendees a chance to sign up
for ongoing newsletters and volunteer
opportunities. This Thresheree is attended
by hundreds of people over the two-day
event and to help protect the environment,

we provide and manage the collection of
recyclables. The barrels used were painted
by the Science class from the Oconomowoc
High School and provide extra visibility for
the OWPP.
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WELCOME... [rom page 2]
Our Partners

There are currently 32 partners in the
OWPP. Our lead partners are Tall Pines
Conservancy, Eco-Resource Consulting,
Ruekert & Mielke, Earthcare, TLE
Environmental Consulting, Lake
Management Districts, and Pheasants
Forever. Tall Pines Conservancy has been
a lead partner since the inception of the
program. Their focus of protecting open
land and conserving our natural resources
aligns our organizations well and allows for
a mutually beneﬁcial partnership. Tall Pines
works closely with the City to conduct
the day to day operations of the program
through a contract with the City.

BEST WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES IN PLACE
In the past four years, the farming community in the watershed has partnered with
the OWPP on many projects to improve and protect soil health and water quality.
To date we have projects on more than 50 individual ﬁelds and are grateful for the
partnerships established with 37 farmers. In addition to the seasonal cover crops
planted on 2,000+ acres over the last two years, we also have long term projects
that are protecting soils in a variety of ways using traditional and innovative
practices. The following pie chart shows the various Best Management Practices
completed to date.

RIVER PHOSPHORUS LEVELS
With phosphorus reduction as our focus, it is important to know
what our current status is relating to this nutrient. But ﬁrst, let’s
understand the role phosphorus plays in our everyday lives.
Phosphorus is an essential element for all living things, including
us humans. Without it we would not survive. And ironically, our
wastewater treatment plants need phosphorus to function properly
as the biological systems work their magic to purify water. But,
like a lot of things, too much of anything can be bad. So true for
phosphorus as well. The over-abundance of phosphorus in our
rivers and lakes has caused the algae and weed populations to far
exceed healthy levels. This leads to algae choked waterways, toxic
algae blooms, and weed infested lakes to a point of an overload of
organic matter.
The safe level of phosphorus in water bodies is 0.075 mg/l. This
is our target value for the river where it meets the Rock River in
Jeﬀerson County. The average value when we started the OWPP
in 2015 was 0.090 mg/l. We’re making progress and seeing this
level decreasing gradually. 2019 data collected from our monitoring
programs indicates this should be a good year for us as we see

a continuing decrease. The phosphorus level in all waterways
ﬂuctuates with the seasons and precipitation frequency and
intensity. With the intensity of rainfall increasing as a trend, our
challenges to control erosion are increasing as well. The graph above
represents the phosphorus level at the conﬂuence since 2015.
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2019 AERIAL
SEEDING
PROGRAM

FARMERS APPRECIATION DINNER
On August 17th, Farmers For Lake Country held its ﬁrst Farmer Appreciation Dinner
for our Ag community in the watershed. The event was held at the Town of Oconomowoc
Community Center and the main entree was a Pig Roast. The event was well-attended and
the progress of our program was presented. Thank You Farmers!

For the past two years, the OWPP
has completed a highly successful
seasonal cover crop program with
more than 2,200 acres seeded in
2018. Of this acreage, 1,800 was
planted by aerial application of
cover crop seeds using a helicopter.
The focus here is to get cover
crops growing BEFORE the
winter season so that the ground is

protected in the crucial time periods
of late winter and early spring
when ﬁelds are most vulnerable
to soil erosion. Crop types used
are rye, oats, peas, or wheat. Our
2019 program was completed in
early September and resulted in the
planting of 2000 acres.

EDUCATING
THE NEXT
GENERATION

students spoke on water quality issues and
the importance of timely water quality
monitoring. And, at the close of the event,
we tutored our youngest group on how to
perform several simple tests on water from
our lakes and rivers.

Public education is an integral part of our
Watershed Program. At our latest Annual
OWPP Paddle Event held on July 17th,
we once again included our youth in
the program. Boy Scout Troop # 359 of
Hartland did a shoreline cleanup for us
and explained what they had found and
what impacts this could have on water
quality. Two Oconomowoc High School

We also participated in the Oconomowoc
School District’s Summer Water Focus
Program at the Ixonia Middle School in
August. Here we explained the importance
of using water wisely and making sure
polluted water is treated properly. The
students were allowed to view live
organisms that are used to treat wastewater
at wastewater treatment plants.

We are also experimenting with
planting seasonal cover crops in
the month of March on partially
frozen ground. This has proven to
be successful, but more trials are
underway.
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IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE,
IT’S A HELICOPTER?
Farmers for Lake Country recently completed its 2019 aerial
inter-seeding program via helicopter, which attracted the attention
of local residents. The seeding of cover crops provides protection
from erosion and improves soil health during the upcoming fall
through spring seasons. No chemicals were applied in this process.
This program is an important part of the Oconomowoc Watershed
Protection Program and is conducted annually to protect and
improve water quality and soil health.

WHO’S WHO
For more information on the OWPP, please contact us:

Tom Steinbach
OWPP Program Manager
262-302-1466
Susan Buchanan
Tall Pines Conservancy
Executive Director
414-559-7460

Kevin Freber
Oconomowoc Wastewater
Utlility Manager
262-569-2192
Darrell Smith
Ag Coordinator
262-313-4323

oconomowocwatershed.com tallpinesconservancy.org farmersforlakecountry.org cleanwaterassociation.com
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