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A Disclaimer &2

This presentation, lecture, and all related study materials have been created and published by
airGurukul Institute for Career Growth, a unit of Prince Edutech Private Limited, for
educational and informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of the content, airGurukul does not guarantee that the information Is
absolutely current or free from error. Examination patterns, syllabus, and official notifications are
subject to change by respective authorities, and students are strongly advised to verify details
from official sources before making any decisions.

All third-party materials including logos, questions, references, or data used within this content
are solely for educational illustration and fair-use academic discussion. Their ownership and
copyrights remain with their respective owners. airGurukul shall not be held liable for any loss,
damage, or consequence arising directly or indirectly from the use of this information.

By attending this session, viewing this content, or using the provided materials, the viewer
acknowledges and agrees to this disclaimer. Unauthorized recording, copying, or redistribution
of this content in any form is strictly prohibited.
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Article 63 of the Constitution of India states:

"There shall be a Vice-President of India."

This article provides for the office of the Vice-President in India. The Vice-President is the second highest
constitutional office in the country after the President. The Article itself is very short and simply
mentions the creation of the post, but the details about the election, powers, functions, qualifications,
and removal of the Vice-President are elaborated in Articles 64 to 71 of the Constitution.

Key Points:

The post of the Vice-President is a constitutional office established to ensure continuity of governance.
The Vice-President acts as the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States).

The Vice-President can also perform the functions of the President if the President resigns, dies, is
removed, or otherwise becomes unable to discharge duties (till a new President is elected).

The Vice-President is elected indirectly by the members of both Houses of Parliament.

The office of Vice-President is inspired by the American Constitution, but with some differences (in the
US, the Vice-President automatically succeeds the President permanently, whereas in India, it is only
until a new President is elected).
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Article 64—

The Vice-President to be ex-officio Chairman of the Council of States)(Rajya Sabha)
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Ex-officio Chairman:
The Vice-President automatically becomes the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha by virtue of his
office (ex-officio).
His main role is to preside over the meetings of the Rajya Sabha and maintain its order and
discipline.
No Office of Profit:
The Vice-President is not allowed to hold any other office of profit simultaneously.
This ensures his independence and neutrality while performing constitutional duties.
Functions as Chairman of Rajya Sabha:
Regulates debates and discussions.
Maintains decorum in the House.
Decides on points of order.
Casts a decisive vote in case of a tie (only in certain circumstances).
Ensures smooth functioning of the Rajya Sabha.
Comparison with Lok Sabha Speaker:
In Lok Sabha, the Speaker is an elected member of the House, whereas in Rajya Sabha,
the Vice-President (not a member) acts as Chairman.
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The Vice-President to act as President in certain contingencies
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*Acting as President (Casual Vacancy):

*If the office of the President becomes vacant due to death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, the
Vice-President shall act as the President until a new President is elected within 6 months.
‘Discharge of Functions (Temporary Vacancy):

*If the President is unable to discharge his functions due to illness, absence, or any other reason,
the Vice-President discharges the functions of the President until the President resumes office.
Limit on Acting Period:

*The Vice-President can act as President only for a maximum of 6 months, within which a new
President must be elected as per Article 62.

Powers and Immunities:

*While acting as President, the Vice-President has all the powers, privileges, and immunities of the
President.

-Salary:

-During this period, the Vice-President is entitled to the salary and allowances of the President, not
of the Vice-President.

*Historical Example:
°In 1969, when President Dr. Zakir Hussain died in office, Vice-President V.V. Giri acted as
President. Later, Justice M. Hidayatullah (Chief Justice of India) also acted as President for a brief
period until a new election was held.
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Article 66 of— Election of Vice-President
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Key Points:

Electoral College:
Unlike the President (who is elected by both MPs and MLAs), the Vice-President is elected only by
Members of Parliament (Lok Sabha + Rajya Sabha).
Elected + Nominated members of both Houses participate.

Voting Method:
The election is held by Proportional Representation using the Single Transferable Vote (STV) system.
Voting is done by secret ballot.

Qualifications for Vice-President:
Must be a citizen of India.
Must be at least 35 years old.
Must be eligible for election as a Rajya Sabha member.

Disqualifications:
Cannot hold any office of profit under Union, State, or local authority.
Certain offices (like President, Vice-President, Governor, Minister) are not considered offices of profit for
this purpose. :

Resignation from Membership:
If elected Vice-President, and he is already a member of Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, or State Legislature, his
seat becomes vacant automatically.
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Article 67— Term of office of Vice-President / G’Clﬂgtlﬁaﬂl?'q"”r 3[afer
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Key Points in Detail:
Term of Office:
Normal tenure = 5 years.
However, he continues till his successor takes over (to avoid a vacuum).
Resignation:
The Vice-President can resign anytime by writing a letter addressed to the President of India.
Removal:
The Vice-President can be removed before the completion of his term.
Removal requires:
A resolution of Rajya Sabha, passed by a majority of all its members.
This resolution must be agreed to by the Lok Sabha.
Note: Unlike the President (who is removed by impeachment), the Vice-President’s removal procedure is
simpler.
Continuity in Office:
Even after 5 years, if a new Vice-President is not elected, the sitting Vice-President continues till the
successor assumes office.
Re-election:
A Vice-President is eligible for re-election.
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Article 68— Time of holding election to fill vacancy in the office of Vice-President and

the term of office of person elected to fill the casual vacanc
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Article 69— Oath or affirmation by the Vice-President
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The President of India administers the oath to the Vice-President.
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If the President is absent, some person appointed by him can administer it.
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Article 70 — Discharge of President’s Functions in Other Contingencies
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"Parliament may make such provision as it thinks fit for the discharge of the
functions of the President in any contingency not provided for in this Chapter.”
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Article 71 — Matters Relating to, or Connected with, the Election of the President or

Article 71(1) Vice-President ﬂ ﬂ ﬁﬁﬁ
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All doubts and disputes arising out of or in connection with the election of the President or Vice-President shall
be inquired into and decided by the Supreme Court, whose decision shall be final.

Article 71(2)
Hﬁdﬂdﬂwwwﬁﬁmgﬁmm%mﬁﬁdﬁ U I PR &l 7, dd Hi IdD
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If the election of a person as President or Vice- Presldent IS declared void by the Supreme Court, the acts done by
him before such declaration shall remain valid.

Article 71(3
wa’ﬂgtrﬁm SWRIYUfd & Al ¥ defed bt 4 fawg &1 faFafid &3 & fou S €1 Jadi 7

Parliament may by law regulate any matter relating to or connected with the election of the President or Vice-
President.

www.airgurukul.com Follow Us | ®® @ @



mlldian Constitution / HRdIg IfAU™ by PAWAN SIR

Article 71(4)
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The election of a President or Vice-President cannot be challenged merely on the ground that there was a
vacancy among the members of the Electoral College.
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residential and Vice-Presidential Elections Act, 1952
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This Act regulates nominations, scrutiny, polling, counting of votes, and election petitions relating
to the President and Vice-President.
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Article 72 — Power of President to Grant Pardons

?quﬁfﬂﬁw AURTY & mﬁawﬁraﬁwaﬁ &HI1 (Pardon),l’lﬁﬁﬁq Reprieue),ﬁ?l'q
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The President has the power to grant pardon, reprieve, respite, remission, suspension, or
commutation of punishment of a convicted person.

AT 72(1) - APUfd B &G Wl for wrwel § AR gidl 872

a) Cases where punishment is by Court Martial
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The President can grant relief in cases where punishment has been awarded by a Court Martial.

(b) Offences against laws relating to matters under Union Executive Power

U 3WRIY o IR 9 WRBR Dl hryyTfcras! Afad AR gl g |

Offences against laws concerning matters to which the executive power of the Union extends.

(c) All Cases of Death Sentence
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In every case where the sentence is death, the President may grant pardon or alter the punishment.
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