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A Disclaimer &2

This presentation, lecture, and all related study materials have been created and published by
airGurukul Institute for Career Growth, a unit of Prince Edutech Private Limited, for
educational and informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of the content, airGurukul does not guarantee that the information is
absolutely current or free from error. Examination patterns, syllabus, and official notifications are
subject to change by respective authorities, and students are strongly advised to verify details
from official sources before making any decisions.

All third-party materials including logos, questions, references, or data used within this content
are solely for educational illustration and fair-use academic discussion. Their ownership and
copyrights remain with their respective owners. airGurukul shall not be held liable for any loss,
damage, or consequence arising directly or indirectly from the use of this information.

By attending this session, viewing this content, or using the provided materials, the viewer
acknowledges and agrees to this disclaimer. Unauthorized recording, copying, or redistribution
of this content in any form is strictly prohibited.
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Important words used in editorial

Fascination - interest, obsession, allure, attraction,/preoccupation.
Peculiar - strange, odd, unusual, unique/ distinctive,

Preparedness - readiness, preparation, fitness, equipment, alert status.
Malfunction - fail, break down, err, misoperate, collapse.

Aggrieved )- resentful,(distressed, wronged, disgruntled, unhappy.
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Tamper - manipulate, interfere, meddle, doctor, alter
Abstract - theoretical, conceptual, academic, intangible, unreai
Implication )- consequence, ramification) effect, result, significance

Fiasco - failure, catastrophe, disaster, debacle,/mess:
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Recourse - option, remedy, alternative, resort, possibility.

Abolish - end, scrap, repeal, terminate, invalidate.

Vuinerability - weakness, susceptibility, fragility, loophole, defect.
Slump)- drop, decline, fall, plummet, decrease

Fatigue 7 tiredness. 2xhaustion, weariness,' languor) lethargy
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Retreat - withdraw, pull back, recede, back away, retire.
Bidder / tenderer, offerer, buyer, contender, applicant.
Peculiar - strange, odd, unusual, unique, distinctive
Hastily)- quickly, hurriedly, rapidly, impulsively, rashly

Rot - decay, (corruption, decline, degeneration, lbreakdown.
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Penalise - punish, sanction, fine, discipline, chastise.
Owe > be indebted, be beholden, be obligated, carry a debt
Unpatched - unfixed, unrepaired, unprotected, vulnerable, exposed

Override - overrule) disregard, ignore, supersede, trample
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Important idioms and phrases used in the editorial
To compound matters - to make a difficult situation even worse.
Turn out ; to be discovered to be or prove to be.
Left in tears - to make someone feel very sad, distressed, or upset

Let down) - to disappoint someone by failing to do what you agreed
to do
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The OSM disaster: How students were let down CBSE’s fascination with OSM,, without
adequate preparedness, has left millions ©Of “students in tears |India’s education
establishment has a peculiar relationship with reform: it announces it loudly, implements it
hastily, and then retreats into silence whnen things go wrong. The CBSE OSM controversy of
2026 is only the latest — and perhaps the most damaging — example of this pattern.

When CBSE introduced On-Screen Marking)for Class 12 board examinations this year, it
presented it as a leap intd transparency and mgadernity. Answer scripts would be scanned,
uploaded to a secure portal, and evaluated digitallv by teachers from their own schools —
no more physical transport, no totalling errors, no delays. The pitch was impeccable. The
execution was not. What unfolded after results were declared on May 13 was, by any
measure, a crisis. Students reported shockingly low marks that bore no resemblance to
their preparation or performance. Many answer sheets had been scanned with blurred or
illegible images, making fair evaluation almost impossible. The re-evaluation portal
malfunctioned under load. Teachers, already struggling with a system they had barely
trained on — in someZcases for just one week — reported screen fatigue, repeated
corrections, and mounting anxiety during the high-stakes evaluation period.

www.airgurukul.com Follow Us | @@ @ @ @’ Q



m BANK |EDITORIAL | ENGLISH | BY : PRESHIKA MA’AM

“he rot, it turns out, ran deeper. .-The OSM contract was reportedly awarded to Hyderabad-based
Coempt Edu Teck — the lowest bidder —< over more established players/A 19-year-old cybersecurity
researcher then publicly disclosed multiple critical vulnerabilities in the OSM portal, including the
potential for unauthorised access to exapiinier accounts and modification of marks. He had reported
these to CERT-In in Fébruary; most remainea unpatched by May. Meanwhile, teachers in Delhi were
issued show-cause notices when Class 12 results slumped at the national level — effectively penalising
educators for failures that were structural.

To compound matters, CBSE had simultaneously abolished post-result verification of marks for Class 12
— the very safety net that would have allowed aggrieved students a formal recourse. The way out
demands more than an apology. First, CBSE must immediately restore the right to post-result
verification and process all pending re-evaluation requests free—of ¢6st, given that the fiasco was
institutional rather than student-driven. Second, an independent technical audit of the entire OSM
process — from scanning hubs to examiner interfaces to data security — must be commissioned and
made public. Third, accountability must reach the decision-makers who overrode teacher warnings, not
just the w#endor. And fourth, any further expansion of OSM must follow genuine piloting, rigorous
teacher traiiiing.-and indenendent security certification. The implications for children are not abstract.
Class 12 scores determine college admissions, scholarship eligibility, and in many Indian families, the
entire arc of a young person’s life. A wrongly awarded mark — whether too low due to a blurred scan
or tampered by a security breach — is not a statistical error) It is a stolen opportunity.

CBSE owes its 1.8 million Class 12 students not just/answers,.but justice,
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1. Which of the following best captures the central
argument of the passage?

(a) Digital evaluaticn systems are inherently unreliable
and should ke abainconed.

(b} The CBSE’'s implementation of OSM suffered from
inadequate planning, resulting in serious
consequences for students.

(c) Teachers were primarily responsible for the decline
in Class 12 examination results.

(d) Cybersecurity threats pose the greatest challenge
to- India’s-education system.
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2. The phrase “The rot, it turns out, ran deeper’ suggests
that:

(@) The scanning errois were eveintually corrected.

(b)>The problems were more extensive than initially
apparent.

(c) Teachers intenticnaiiy manipulated marks.

(d) The vendor lacked technelegical expertise.
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3. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?

(a) - The lowest bidder should never be awarded government contracts.

(0) Technological reforms require adequate testing, training, and
safequards before large-scale implementation.

(c) Digitalassessment systeme alwaye reduce human error.

(d) CBSE deliberately-ignoired-ali complaints raised by students.
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4. Why does the author describe a wrongly awarded
mark as "a stolen opportunity”?

(a) It may prevent students from appearing in future
examinations.

(b) It represents a deliberate act of fraud against
students.

(¢}~ It can adversely affect admissions, scholarships, and
future prospects.

(d) It reduces—+thie overaii —<redibility of CBSE

examinations.
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5. Which of the following( if true, would
most weaken the author's criticism of
OSM?

(a) Most teacheisreceived only a week of
traiining before evaluation.

(k) independent audits found no significant
security. vulnerabilities in the OSM

portal.

(c) The re-evaluation porial malfunctioned
after the resultswere declared.

(d) Several answer sheets were scanned
with blurred images.
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