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TRATY ST WRA BT 4581 JoAeeh! 9] UReE DA
Sarnath becomes India's 45th UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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» The ancient Bud
Varanasi has been officially declared the
45th UNESCO World Heritage Site of
India at the 48th session of the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee held in Busan,
South Korea on 25 July 2026.

» Sarnath mainly includes two protected
areas under this tag of UNESCO:-

» 1.Chaukhandi Stupa

» 2. Archaeological remains of Sarnath
(including Dhamekh Stupa, Dharmarajika
Stupa and part of the Ashoka Pillar)

hist site of Sarnath in
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» Sarnath was first included in the
UNESCO tentative list on 3 July 1998.

> After the inclusion of Sarnath, there are
now a total of 4 UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in Uttar Pradesh (Taj
Mabhal, Agra Fort, Fatehpur Sikri and
Sarnath).

> After Sarnath becomes the 45th World
Heritage Site, the total number of cultural

sites 1n India has increased to 37. Sarnath
1s a cultural site.
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Which site was declared India's 45th World Heritage Property at
the 48th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee?

A. TSRt s/ (feafeir wﬁamw&gﬁ) / Jingkieng Jri
(Living Root Bridge Cultural Landscape)

B. W= g, I, |RATY / Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath

C. fiEiT / Dholavira

D. ?:R'I'sé'aﬁm/ Charaideo Maidams
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» Related To Sarnath

» Lord Buddha himself mentioned four important
pilgrimage sites (Dhamma Yatra) for his
followers, which are associated with four major
events of his life-

» Lumbini (Nepal) — Birth place of Lord Buddha

» Bodh Gaya (Bihar, India) — the place where he
attained enlightenment

» Sarnath (Varanasi) — where Buddha gave his
first sermon (Dhammachakrapravartana).

» Kushinagar (Uttar Pradesh, India) — the place
where he attained Mahaparinirvana (death).




> 9T H slig 99 <t fia @t 718 o) » The foundation of the Buddhist Sangha was laid
> URA H o W e S8 g Ay feqr | in Samnath.
oqT » Dhamekh Stupa in Sarnath is where Buddha
hed
> e & 1 faior g &9 & v wsre P

i . » Dhamekh Stupa was originally built by the
ST T T 4 Wﬁ‘lﬂ Maurya emperor Ashoka, which was later

ST I%WW 3R fereae fepam renovated and expanded during the time of the
e | Gupta kings.
>Wwﬁgmwiﬁ U EED » The Buddha statue in 'Dharmachakra Pravartan

MCRER! @q%g[%agq) et g gfemT Mudra' (giving sermon) of the Gupta period in

WWWW% (SATIAT 1904 Sarnath Museum is considered to be the best
o o S el g ) example (established by Sir John Marshall in

1904).
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» Chaukhandi Stupa in Sarnath — where Buddha
met his five disciples for the first time.

> 'Lion Pillar' was installed in Sarnath by Emperor
Ashoka.

» The coat of arms of India is derived from the
Ashoka Pillar at Sarnath. In this, four lions are
standing with their backs towards each other.
(Built by Emperor Ashoka)

» The wheel (Dharmachakra) below the national
emblem has 24 spokes.

» There are four animals around it, which are: -
Horse (Kantaka - symbol of Buddha's
renunciation of home)

» Bull (Buddha's zodiac sign - symbol of Taurus)
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» Elephant (symbol of Buddha's birth)

» Lion (symbol of Buddha being Shakya Singh)

» Below the symbol is written 'Satyameva Jayate'
in Devanagari script, which is taken from the
Mundakopanishad.

» In ancient times, Sarnath was known as
'Rishipatan' and 'Mrigadav'.

» Sarnath has been called Singhpur in Jain texts.

> In Buddhist texts, Sarnath has been called
'Rishipatna’ and 'Mrigadava'.

» Chinese travelers Fa-hien (Gupta period) and
Hiuen Tsang (Harshavardhana period) both
visited Sarnath.
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» UNESCO heritage site

> Sites included in World Heritage List in India:
45

» Cultural World Heritage Sites in India: 37

» Natural World Heritage Sites in India: 07

» Mixed World Heritage Sites in India: 01

» India's first UNESCO World Heritage Sites
(1983): Agra Fort (UP), Taj Mahal (UP), Ajanta
Caves (Maharashtra), Ellora Caves
(Maharashtra).

» Currently, a total of 69 sites in India are
included in the UNESCO's tentative list of
World Heritage Sites.




> QTS 2026 T WA | el 45 g el
T &

> 4471 T HUST - IRGe

> R | Haifere forg gUat S a1eT Usd-
AR

> 2024 7 It Ieh! g e et
HITGH (76H)

> T ot AT <hl S forere - 16 fier
&, duraett (2025)164t

> T wiepiaen forrer 3 e 3 forg
SHA-TTHI G o 209 G- 75 foeadl

» There are a total of 45 World Heritage Sites in
India as of July 2026.

> 44th site 'Maratha Military Landscape'

> The state with the highest number of World
Heritage Sites in India is Maharashtra.

» UNESCO World Heritage Site included in
2024: Moidram (Assam)

» UNESCO Intangible Heritage of India —
Contains 16. Diwali (2025) 16th

» 20th Session of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Protection of Intangible
Cultural Heritage - New Delhi
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» Country with the highest number of World
Heritage Sites: Italy (61); India ranks 6th.

» Current Director-General of UNESCO: Khaled
El-Enany (Egypt).

> A statue of Dr. Ambedkar has been unveiled at
the UNESCO headquarters in Paris (France).
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Pralhad Joshi gets additional charge of the Ministry of Education.
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» Additional charge of Education Ministry given to
Prahlad Joshi in July 2026

» On July 25, 2026, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has resigned from his post
due to the NEET (NEET-UG) exam controversy
and student protests.

» Dharmendra Pradhan submitted his resignation to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi under pressure from
the 36-day long agitation being conducted by
various student organizations and the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) at Delhi's Jantar Mantar.

» In India, NEET-UG exam is conducted by NTA
(National Testing Agency). It was established in
2017.
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» Admission to MBBS, BDS, AYUSH and other
medical undergraduate courses is done through
NEET-UG.

» To review the examination reforms and
functioning of NTA, the government has
appointed .K. in June 2024. Radhakrishnan
Committee was formed

» Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024 enacted in 2024 to prevent
paper leaks and unfair means in government
examinations

» In 2020, the 'Ministry of Human Resource
Development' (MHRD) was renamed as
'Ministry of Education'.
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» The Union Minister submits his resignation to
the President of India (on the advice of the
Prime Minister) (in practice the resignation is
submitted to the Prime Minister)

» Under Article 75(2), ministers hold office
during the pleasure of the President.

» Union Ministers are personally responsible to
the President - Article 75(2)

» The Council of Ministers is collectively
answerable to the Lok Sabha under Article
75(3)
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Who was given the additional charge of the Ministry of
Education in July 20267

A. <. d, €8T/ J. P. Nadda

B. g% Y9 / Dharmendra Pradhan
C. AR 9%E / Ashwini Vaishnaw
D. W@?ﬁ/ Pralhad Joshi
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Income Tax Day: 166 Years of India's Tax System
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Income [ax Day
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» Income Tax Day is celebrated every year on
24th July. This day is celebrated to
commemorate the introduction of Income Tax
in India and is also celebrated to honor the
people who pay taxes honestly.

» Why is 24th July celebrated?

» Income tax was implemented for the first time
in India by Sir James Wilson on 24 July 1860.

» Tts objective was to improve the economic
condition of the government after the rebellion
of 1857.

> In 2010, the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) started celebrating Income Tax Day for
the first time.
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> Its objective was to celebrate the
completion of 150 years of the Income
Tax Department.




BT & W ST e 2026 e TR TR
When was Income Tax Day 2026 celebrated?

A. 24 SIS / 24 July
B. 25 SqT8 / 25 July
C. 18 15 / 18 July
D. 26 S[ETTs / 26 July
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» The Chief Minister Yuva Suyog Platform
was launched in Rajasthan.

> It was launched by Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma.

> Its objective is to engage youth in sports
activities, promote skill development, and
provide employment opportunities.

» The scheme was launched on a pilot basis
in the Bagru Assembly constituency and
Baran district.
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The recently discussed 'Mukhyamantri Yuva Suyog Platform'
is associated with which state?

A. ST / Rajasthan

B. He Ya¥T/ Madhya Pradesh
C. ST YR / Uttar Pradesh

D. BRI / Haryana
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Udmaru Bridge provides year-round, uninterrupted connectivity to Nubra Valley.
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» The recently inaugurated Udmaru bridge in Nubra
district of Ladakh has been built on the Shyok river.

» This bridge is inaugurated by Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh Vinay Kumar Saxena in July 2026

> This bridge truss system is based on bridge system

» Bridge Type: Three-span truss bridge

» The bridge ensures year-round connectivity and
facilitates access to the famous Buddhist pilgrimage
site Sham Gombo (Yarama Gonbo).

» Shyok River is a tributary of Indus River

» Shyok River is called "River of Death"

» Shyok River originates from Rimo Glacier




>qg€-|§|'@‘ %Uﬁa;aﬁ'(ﬁa'g?ﬁ‘% aﬁ'{g'ﬁT > Tt flows north of the Ladakh range and forms
"1l T fAHtor et ) the Nubra Valley.
» Nubra River is a major tributary of Shyok
P EIECREICECET R HEE R G R 118 8 mey 1y ot Shyox
F@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ% River. It originates from the Saltoro Glacier
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The 'Udmaru Bridge', inaugurated in July 2026, has been built

over which river?

A. 99 <t / Thelum River
B. fa-er 1t / Chenab River

C. 9aq 714l / Sutlej River
D. Y& -4t / Shyok River
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India has become the world's number one country in terms of cotton cultivation area.
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» India has secured the first (top) position in the
world in terms of area under cotton cultivation.

» Cotton is cultivated on about 114.84 lakh
hectares of land in the country.

» Which is about 38% of the global cotton area.

> About 62% of the total area is dependent on
rainfall, while 38% is irrigated area.

» India ranks second in the world in both
production and consumption of cotton. (China
ranks first)

» India is the only country in the world that
cultivates all four recognized species of cotton

(Arboreum, Herbaceum, Hirsutum, and
Barbadense).
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» Cotton is called 'white gold' because of its luster
and great economic importance.

» Major cotton producing states — Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Telangana

» Cotton cultivation in India is mainly divided
into three regions — North, Central and South.

» Most suitable soil for cotton cultivation - Black
soil. It is also called Regur soil or 'Black cotton
soil'. It is also called Swat Shoe Hawa Bhoomi.

» Cotton is an example of Kharif crop.

» Climate for good cotton production —21°C to

30°C temperature, 50-100 cm rainfall, and at
least 210 frost-free days.
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India ranks first in the world in terms of the area under cultivation

of which crop?

A. ?fél Wheat

B. =T / Rice

C. sq1¥ / Cotton
D. 7T/ Sugarcane
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Anti-paper leak law to be made stricter
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» The Union Cabinet approved amendments to the
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024.

» The purpose of the amendment is to provide for
stringent punishment in cases of question paper
leak and organized copying.

» The minimum punishment in question paper
leak cases has been increased from 3 years to 5
years.

» The maximum fine is proposed to be up to < 10
Ccrore.
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» Under the amended law, crimes like question
paper leak, impersonation, fake examination
website, unauthorized access to confidential
data and organized examination fraud will be
included.

» The amendment also emphasizes on speedy
disposal of cases through special investigation
mechanism and fast-track courts.

> Tts objective is to protect the interests of
students, restore public confidence in the
examination system and ensure fair

examinations.
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Under the proposed amendment to the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, what is the new

minimum punishment for question paper leaks?

A.295/2 Years
B.3 99 /3 Years
C.598/5 Years
D. 739/ 7 Years
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"Weaves of India Festival 2026’ kicks off in New Delhi
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» 'Wives of India Festival 2026' is being
organized from 24 July—7 August 2026 at
Central Cottage Industries Emporium (CCIE),
Janpath, New Delhi.

» Tt is being organized by the Office of the
Development Commissioner (Handloom) under
the Ministry of Textiles.

» 116 traditional handloom weaves are being
displayed in the festival.

> Tts objective is to promote India's textile
heritage, support artisans and encourage the use
of indigenous handloom products.
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» Major fabrics displayed include Banarasi Silk,
Jamdani, Kanchipuram Silk and Sambalpuri
Ikat.

» The handloom sector contributes significantly to
rural employment generation, women
empowerment, preservation of traditional crafts
and sustainable textile production and export.




>qﬁ?€|T%§HW » Facts For Exam
>u@qwﬁqgg@q;q§ 7 ST Y » National Handloom Day is celebrated every

WW%I year on 7 August.
>3‘g‘&ﬁ T 3'&2015'3§'§9ﬂ‘| iltv.vas staTtedmthe year 2015. |
. This day is celebrated on 7 August in memory
>qgﬁa¥r 7 ST 1905 Tt m?ﬁ of the Swadeshi movement of 1905 and in
FI&I’?PJT W%WW%W'& honor of the weaving community of India.

T ST 2
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Where is the "Weaves

of India Festival 2026' being organized from 24

July to 7 August 20267

A. Wi e, =15 Taeedt / Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

B. UZd e S8 WEH (CCILE), 59, 78 fewt / Central
Cottage Industries Emporium (CCIE), Janpath, New Delhi

C. YRd HeuH, Téﬁ@"f/ Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

D. o o, 75 fiee

T/ Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

B
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Electric boat conversion pilot project launched in Varanasi.
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» India launches electric boat conversion
pilot project at Namo Ghat in Varanasi.

> Its objective is to promote sustainable
transportation in the river Ganga, reduce
air and noise pollution and encourage

clean energy and eco-friendly tourism.

» This project is being implemented by
Varanasi Development Authority (VDA)
and GAIL (India) Limited.

» The first phase of the project was
inaugurated by Varanasi Mayor Ashok

Kumar Tiwari.
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» Each converted boat features a 15 kW electric
outboard motor, 20 kWh lithium battery,
onboard EV charging, GPS tracking, digital
display and remote monitoring.

» Once charged, the boat can make three trips
between Assi Ghat and Namo Ghat.

» In the first phase, 20 traditional boats will be
converted into electric boats.

» Five sailors who adopted new technology were
honoured.
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Where has India launched the Electric Boat Conversion Pilot
Project?

A. 9T TS, 3TZHSTENS / Sabarmati Riverfront,
Ahmedabad

B. 7 g4, ﬁﬁi/ Marine Drive, Mumbai

C. qﬁﬂ'l?, IR / Namo Ghat, Varanasi

D. S ¥4, 4N/ Dal Lake, Srinagar



Question Of The Day
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Recently, what will the International Booker Prize be renamed to?

A. heFZTE $TARE Yo TS / Crankstart International Booker Prize
B. A9 $8¥Fd o 159 / Man International Booker Prize

C. AT §SATA T 15T / Bukhman International Booker Prize
D. TelieeT ST o AT8ST / Global International Booker Prize
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