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A Disclaimer &2

This presentation, lecture, and all related study materials have been created and published by
airGurukul Institute for Career Growth, a unit of Prince Edutech Private Limited, for
educational and informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of the content, airGurukul does not guarantee that the information is
absolutely current or free from error. Examination patterns, syllabus, and official notifications are
subject to change by respective authorities, and students are strongly advised to verify details
from official sources before making any decisions.

All third-party materials including logos, questions, references, or data used within this content
are solely for educational illustration and fair-use academic discussion. Their ownership and
copyrights remain with their respective owners. airGurukul shall not be held liable for any loss,
damage, or consequence arising directly or indirectly from the use of this information.

By attending this session, viewing this content, or using the provided materials, the viewer
acknowledges and agrees to this disclaimer. Unauthorized recording, copying, or redistribution
of this content in any form is strictly prohibited.
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Important words used in editorial

Hazardous : Dangerous, risky, perilous, unsafe/harmful.
Anchor : Fix, secure, root, fasten

Occupational : Job-related, professional, vocational, work-based.
Accumulation : Collection, pile, buildup, mass, (store.

Defer : Postpone, delay, put off

Ageing : Old, decaying, maturing, worn, declining.

Constraint : Restriction, limitation, restraint, barrier,/ curb.
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Divestment : Disinvestment, disposal, selling off, reduction, depletion,
Casualty : Victim, fatality, injured person, loss, death.

Persistent : Constant, continuous, steady, enduring,/perpetual.
Allege : Claim, assert, state, charge,/accuse.

Scavenging : Cleaning, collecting waste, searching, foraging.

Retrieval | : Recovery, reclamation, rescue, restoration,/salvage.

Foreseeable : Predictable, anticipated, expected, likely, /calculable
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Notion : Idea, belief, concept, view, impression

Succumb (to): To die from the effect of a disease or injury

Fume : Smoke, gas, vapor, smog, emission
Harness : Belt, strap, fastening, tether{support.
Standby : Ready, reserve, backup, alert, standby:

Recurrence : Repetition, reappearance, return, iteration,(frequency

Streak : Series, sequence, run, chain, sdccession.
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Foreseeable accidents: On the recent industrial accidents/ in India/ Industrial
mishaps are due to accumulated organisational weaknesses Despite there
having been a streak of industrial accidents in India of late, the notion that
they are isolated and incidental persists. Within days of each other, four
workers were killed in a ‘'mishap’ in a septic tank in"Surat while nine workers
were killed by an explosion at a steel plant in Visakhapatnam.

They appear to be different circumstances: one involved workers entering a
confined space and succumbing to toxic gases; the other involved 150 tonnes
of molten steel and a violent blast. \Yet, industry has known of these risks and
had developed preventive measures decades ago. In the Surat incident, four
workers entered the tank and were overcome by toxic fumes. The
circumstances resemble a well-known pattern in fatalities in_confined spaces,
where the first victims are often followed by would-be rescuers who enter
without protection, There have been deaths in similar circumstances in Surat’s
industrial sector in recent years.

www.airgurukul.com Follow Us | @@ @' @ Q



m BANK |EDITORIAL | ENGLISH | BY : PRESHIKA MA’AM

The working area must be mechanically ventilated and have rescue personnel on
standbv_while the workers must_have breathing apparatusss; ) harnesses and
retrieval lines, and clear lines of communication. Unprotected entry must be strictly
prohibited. Septic tank deaths and deaths due to manual scavenging are in fact
rarelv_accidents in the sense of unfioreseeable events, but failures of basic safety
management, and the récurrence of such incidents speaks to the persisteiice of that
failure.

Likewise, while steelmaking is intrinsically more dangerous because it combines
extreme temperatures, pressurised gases, heavy equipment, and enormous stores
of heat _eneray. industry still knows the hazards it poses, and further that even
relatively small process failures can result in multiple casualties. Rath incidents, and
the patterns they extend, are reminders of persisient safety failures in many parts
of Indian industry. In Visakhapatnam, trade uniciis arnad former employees have
alleged that the plant had reduced staffing, heavier workloads, ageing equinment,
deferred maintenance, and an increasing dependence on contractual labour.
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Some also linked these trends to the difficulties/the plant faced following the
Centre’'s divestment plans and the resulting constraints> on investments.
However true any of these factors are, they confirm that a major industrial
accident is almost always due to the accumulation of organisational
weaknesses. In fact, contract lavour is central to understanding both incidents.
Occupational safety research has consistently found that contracted workers
face higher risks because they may receive less trainina and operate within
systems with fragmented accountability.

The iIncidents have also occurred during the gradual and uneven
implementation of India’s new occupational safety framewovk-and highlight
the invisible fact that the country’s industries remain anchored by old
problems of manpower shortage, caste- and class-based exposure to
hazardous labour, and a “cost over safety’ mindset in financially stressed units.
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1. Consider the following statements regarding the
author’s view of industrial accidents:

A. The author argues that many industrial
accidents are foreseeable rather than purely
accidental.

B. The author believes that industrial mishaps
occur mainly because the hazards involved
are unknown to industry.

(2)YOnly A is true

(b) n"", 2-istiue

(c) Both A and B a2re true

(d) Neither A-#OF B 1S True
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2. Consider the following statements about the’Surat
septic tank incident:

A. The deaths followed a pattern frequently
observed in confined-space fatalities.

B. The incident occurred because no preventive
measures for such situations have ever been
developed by industry.

@70nly A is true

(b) Only-B.ic true

(c) Batii-Awana b are true

(d) NeitiverAnior bis true

®
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3. Consider the following statements:

A. According to the passage, contract labour can
contribute to higher occupational risks
because accountability may become
fragmented.

B. The passage- conclusively establishes that
contract—auvcur was the sole cause of both
acciaeiis aiscussed.

(@) Only A is true

(b) Only B is true

(c) Both A and B are true

(d) Neither A nor B is true
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4. Which of the following can be inferred from the
passage?

A. Organisational weaknesses often accumulate
over time before manifesting as major
industrial disasters.

B. Financial pressures on industrial units may
sometimes encourage a tendency to prioritise
cost considerations over safety concerns.

(a) Only A is true

(b) Only B is true

¢¢)\Both A and B are true

(d) Neither A nor B is true
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5. Consider the following statements:

A. The passage suggests that India's new
occupational safety framework has completely
resolved ) long-standing workplace safety
Issues.

B. The persistence of caste- and class-based
exposure to hazardous work is identified as
one of the structural problems affecting
industrial safety.

(a) Only A is true

(b) Only B is true

(c) Both A and B are true

(d) Neither A nor B is true
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