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Important words used in editorial

Outreach : Extension, expansion, involvement, service,
communication.

Functionary : Official, bureaucrat, administrator, officer, agent.

Outrage : (Fury, anger, wrath, resentment, indignation.

Baggage : Burden, weight, encumbrance, @motional load, history.

Renegotiate: Rearrange, adjust, revisit, reconsider, (restructure.
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Negotiation : Dialogue, discussion, bargaining, consultation, conference.

Derail : Disrupt, impede, hinder, obstruct,/thwart.
Grant : Allow, permit, concede, accord, bestow.
Leeway : Freedom, flexibility, margin, scope,/liberty.
Tread :  Walk, step, pace, proceed, move

Dog : Haunt, plague, trouble, pester, foliow.
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Friction : Conflict, disagreement, discord, tension, clash.

Dislodge) : Remove, displace, @xtract)éject, dust.

Entrenched : Established, fixed, rooted, settled, deep-seated.

Discourse ) : Discussion, conversation, dialogue, debate, communication.
Cavalier : Dismissive, indifferent, casual, unconcerned; arrogant

Seek : Pursue, request, solicit, desire, try.
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Important idioms and phrases used in the editorial

On the sidelines of :  Occurring during or at the edge of a main
event.
Stick to : To continue tco follow or obey something.

Ruffle feathers : To cause someone to feel annoyed or upset
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Heat up : To become more¢ intense or active

Set off : To trigger or cause something to happen.

Lay out the

red carpet : [To give someone a very warm and special welcome
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New and raw: On Nepal-India ties Nepal and India must avoid misspeaking on
border issues/ The visit of Nepal Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal to Delhy, which
followed right after the visit of Nepal's new ruling party RSP’s President Rabi
Lamichhane and ahead of a pioposed visit by the new Finance Minister
Swarnim _Waale/ signals an intense outreach between Delhi and Kathmandu’s
new leadership. Mr. Khanal had met External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in
April, on the sidelines of an Indian Ocean regional conference in Mauritius, but
this was his first visit to India since the RSP and newly elected Prime Minister
Balen Shah took power after the GenZ protests.

The meetings, a lead up to an expected India visitby Mr. Shah, indicate a step-
by-step approach to building ties, witli Delhi. laying out the red carpet for Mr.
Lamichhane, who met with top functionaries of the BJP, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Home Minister, Mr. Jaishankar and the National Security

Adviser.
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These meetings came just after Mr. Shah’s address to his Parliament where he
accused India of occupying parts of Nepal /while also claiming that Nepal is in
control of parts of Indian territory, and much to New Delhi’s outrage, added
that Nepal was in touch with the U.K. and China on the issue.

Such comments by Mr. Shah, and his decision to stick to protocol and refuse a
meeting with (ndia’s Foreian Secretary) Vikram Misri, no doubt ruffled
feathers, and Mr. Lamichhane’s first task was to smooth feelings on the issue.
In a_media meet, Mr. Khanal also sought to diffuse the tensions, suggesting
that the Nepal government was committed to turning a page in Nepali
politics, and casting aside “old baggage” with India; The MEA rejected any role
for a “third party” in negotiations, particularly China, given that Mr. Khanal’s
next visit is to Beijing. No doubt, the territorial issues over Limpiyadhura, and
Lipulekh will heat up again_this summer as India sends more groups over the
border areas which Kathmandu claims, for the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra to
Tibet.
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The agenda between India and Nepal is at present too broad and too deep, from
border mandgement and rénegotiating water sharing agreements to
infrastructure, trade developmenti projécts and energy sharing, to be derailed at
this point. While Nepal’s new government may be granted some leeway for early
misspeaking, Kathmandu and Delhi must tread carefully in their words and steps.
Any indication from Kathmandu that it is cavalier about India’s position in the
region, or from Delhi that it seeks to interfere with the new government’s
working,| could set off the same cycles of mistrust that have dogged the
relatioriShip, particularly since the Nepal Constitution friction and trade blockade
from India in 2015.| While the Modi government’s diplomatic tasks have been
made more complex by youth protests that have dislodged entrenched power
structures in the Maldives, |Sri Lanka,—Bangladesh and Nepal, this may also be an
important opportunity to rework its discourse and partnership framework with
smaller yet important neighbours in South Asia.
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1. Which of the following can be inferred from the
passage regarding India’'s approach towards
Nepal's new leadership?

(a) India intendstoisoiate Nepal diplomatically
until territorial disnutes are resolved.

(0} India is cautiously engaging with Nepal's new
government while attempting to preserve
bilateral ties.

() India2 - has accepied Nepal's proposal for
third-paity mediation in border

(d) India—siews Nepal's new leadership as
incapaiie-of handling foreign affairs.
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2. According to the editorial, which factor is most

likely to /2ggravate tensions between India and
Nepal in the near future?
(@) Nepal's refusal to participate in regional

(b) India’s grewing energy expoits to Nepal

(€) The Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through
territories claimed by Nepal

(d) Renegotiation of wateir-sharing agreements
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3. Which of the following best captures the central
argument of the passage?

(a) Nepal should abandon’all—territorial claims
against India for regional stability.

(b) India must-adept-a-tougher stance towards
changing pelitical regimes in South Asia.

(¢ Both India and Nepal should avoid
provocative actions and rhetoric that may
undermine an  otherwise extensive
bilateral relationship.

(d) China’s-inveolvement is necessary for resolving
India-Nepal border dispute
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4. The author's reference to the 2015 Constitution

friction and trade blockade primarily serves to:
(a) Highiight Nepal's economic dependence on

laa s
Elinansa.

(0} lllustrate how mutual mistrust can damage
bilateral relations if not handled carefully.

(c) Demonstrate India’'s dominance in South
Asian poritics.

(d) Explain why - Nepal seeks closer ties with
China.
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5. Which of the following /assumptions is most
essential to the author’'s conciuding argument?

(a) Youth-led political changes in South Asia are
temporary phenomena.

(b) Smaller-Scuthi-Asian neighbours have limited
strategic impertance for India.

(¢ Diplomatic engagement and mutual
sensitivity can help prevent recurring cycles of
mistrust.

(d) Territoriai aispuies are impossible to resolve
throughibilateral negotiations.
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