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RELENTLESS FALL SERMON SERIES ON PRAYER
BY PASTOR DOUG
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Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who
justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding
for us. Romans 8.33-34
 
Imagine the only communication you had with someone you loved was this loved one
telling you what you could do for them? The tenor of that relationship might not be all
that you had hoped. It is sadly ironic that prayer, perhaps the most vital tool God uses
to build our relationship with Him, is the most neglected in the life of many
Christians.  British clergyman, William Law wrote, “There is nothing that makes us
llove a person so much as prayer for him.”  It is evident that God, by the Holy Spirit,
uses prayer to shape us and form our identity so that we might love people as He
does.  As we launch our Fall sermon series on prayer, I am praying that we learn to
value prayer as God does.
 



It is clear in Scripture that God values prayer because Jesus is making intercession
for us right now. Why is Jesus’ intercession for us important? I will answer this
question by briefly examining the where, when, why and who of Jesus’ intercession.
 
Where? The passage from Romans 8, along with other verses, makes it clear
that Jesus’ location is at God’s right hand. The close proximity to the Father tells us
something about their relationship, and also our relationship. For one of the
purposes of Jesus being in that location is to stand on our behalf before the Father
and make a way for believers to have access to God. 
 
When? Hebrews 7.25 says, Therefore he is able to save completely those who
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. The
broader setting of this verse touches on the earthly priest who interceded before God
on behalf of another. Yet unlike a human priest who can only intercede for a limited
time, Jesus can intercede before the Father "always." Jesus' intercession as a priest
on behalf of His people is until the end of the age.
 
Why? First John 2:1 points out, "My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous." Our justification before the Father is because of Jesus’
work on the cross on our behalf.  However, as “forgiven sinners”  we remain in need
of forgiveness and access to the Father, which Christ’s intercession provides.
 
Who? While all Christians are called to intercede in prayer for others, Jesus is the
only One who intercedes on our behalf before the Father. First Timothy 2:5 states,
"For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus." Jesus alone is perfect God and perfect man, yet without sin (Hebrews
4:15). He alone understands our human experience and temptations and yet, lived a
perfect life ending with His death on the cross for our sins (John 19:30). 
 
Jesus’ intercessory role cannot be duplicated by any human being. However, Jesus'
model of intercession can be imitated as we stand in the gap on behalf of others.
Intercession, is but one example of prayer that we will explore together this Fall. I am
excited for us to become a church that is relentless in prayer because this will mean
we are relentless for a God who loves to communicate with us.
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he always lives to
intercede for them.

 
Hebrews 7:25



The day was picture perfect, as 103 golfers teed off at the Rio Hondo Golf Club. It was a smaller
than usual turnout, raising over $10,000. Through the years, the golf tournament has expanded its
original vision of supporting seminarians to include investing in the lives of future leaders.
Tournament fun included a chance to win a prize at every hole, raffle prizes, silent auction, and of
course food, lunch and a buffet dinner. Ben Lee, Worship Intern, was the guest speaker, giving a
heartfelt message of God's life transforming power and grace in his life and call to ministry. We
thank the volunteers who helped that day, and those who donated towards tee signs, raffle prizes,
gift bags, and the silent auction. We especially thank the all-volunteer Golf Committee, Frank
Nakamura, Harvey Ujimori, Bill & Teresa Louie, Tak Shimazaki, Carol Kimura, and Ron
Fukushima. They worked very hard well before the tournament to run a smooth and enjoyable
time for all. In the words of Pastor Doug, “Thank you for investing in the lives of change-makers!"

"Thank you 
for investing
in the lives of

change-
makers!"

 
-Pastor Doug

speaker: ben lee tee sponsers

the gvbc golf tournament celebrates its       th!20

fellowship



MISSION UPDATES

introducing the thailand missions team 

 by Linda Hayashi

 
GVBC will be sending a team to Thailand from January 15-30, 2020.  This team will be working in partnership with our
missionaries Mike and Becky Mann and Integrated Tribal Development Program to share God's love and assist in building a
water system for a hill tribe group in Northern Thailand. This team is being sent by the generous contributions from Advent
Conspiracy last December.  Team members are:  Gerald Mayewaki, David Uratsu, Will Kwan, Izumi Kawasaki, Bill Louie,
Hermann Schurr, Emi Osato, and Chris Ishimatsu. 
 ALSO:  Save two dates: 
Sunday September 22:  Brazil  team sharing from 1-3 pm in room 220
Sunday September 29:  Japan team sharing from 1-3 pm in room 220

japan missions update - oasis chapel, rifu

  by Kate Bun
Because of your generous Advent Conspiracy contributions and prayers for our team, we continue to minister alongside Oasis
Chapel. God showed us His faithful timing. Three years ago, the team prayed for a man that although he is not a Christian yet,
started attending services at Oasis Chapel. The husband of one of our homestay families returned to church after falling away for
over ten years because he wanted his foster daughter to have a relationship with Christ. The teenage son of one of the English
Café attendees, who is extremely shy, excitedly biked himself all the way to the bowling venue so he could participate in the
youth sleep over activities. And Michael was able to reconnect and share the gospel with a former college friend. These are just
some ways God was working out His plan in the hearts of the Japanese people. Our team also helped put on a Summer Concert
so church members could invite their non-Christian family and friends. We spent time with the senior citizens of Yamoto. We
prayed with Oasis Chapel members over the city of Rifu, while overlooking the city, and saw prayers answered with Violet’s and
Michael’s quick recovery after becoming ill. The team was furthermore blessed just to be able to encourage Oasis Chapel as they
continue to water the seeds that were planted and to change the perspective of disastrous waters to Living Water.

japan thailand 20202019japan2019



BLANKET PROJECT

A GVBC Women's Ministry label was sewn onto each blanket, and a card, which included a beautiful prayer written by Pastor
Annette, and signatures of the women who made the blankets, was pinned to each blanket. A total of 80 blankets were
donated to two organizations, Little Tokyo Service Center in Los Angeles, an organization that ministers to disadvantaged
and at-risk-women and children, and to Community's Child, a Christian based organization that supports mothers and their
children with housing while they participate in a two-year transitional program in the city of Lomita. We pray the recipients of
our blankets will see the love of God through our loving actions.
 
 
 

BY JESSIE CARRARA, WOMEN'S BREAKFAST DIRECTOR

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

 

"Dear children, let us not love with

words or speech but with actions and in

truth. "  1 John 3:18

 

GVBC women, family, and friends gathered, not only for a
yummy breakfast, but to make fleece blankets for women and
children in need. With 1 John 3:18 in mind, the “Blanket Project”
was chosen as a way to share God's love and to put our faith
into action. 
 
Our amazing and faithful God provided everything for this first
time venture! Women of all ages, from college-age to seniors,
believers and non-believers, came with a loving heart, and in the
process of making the blankets were blessed by wonderful
fellowship.
 



ANNETTE'S FAREWELL
God’s Word says in Ecclesiastes 3:1 that “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven...”  Last
month Pastor Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor of GVBC, resigned from full-time pastoral ministry and leadership at GVBC to
devote her full attention to completing her Doctor of Ministry program at Azusa Pacific Seminary. Pastor Annette's over two decades
of service to GVBC was marked by a gentle, compassionate care for God's people, helping us move through the seasons of our
lives. She will be sorely missed. At the same time, we celebrate her future and all that God has for her going forward. Ganbatte!



Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory
FROM                                           TO
Nagami Family                       Kathy  Aiso
Nagami Family                       Phyllis Miller                                  
 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
 

FAMILY NEWS
FLOWERS

 
 
 
James, Yuko & Noah welcome their newest
Chang – Hannah Enjou. She was born on
August 8, weighing a healthy 6 lb 12 oz.
 
 
 
                                       Darryl & Elizabeth Tatum also welcomed a                                        
                                       baby! Their 3rd addition to their family was a 
                                       boy, Maximus, born on September 1. His 
                                       sisters, Charlie and Bobbie have a baby 
                                       brother!
 
 
 
 
Just a little donation to say, “Thank You”, for the Akua Ohana O Hula
dance group for taking time out of their busy day to perform for our
guests @ our 4th Annual Luau. “Beautiful”, “Smooth”, “Lovely”, "Well-
organized”, are just some of the comments we heard, and we echo all of
them! So graceful and gracious for being a big part of our event. We
appreciate it immensely.     Torrance Rose Float Association
 

 
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you so much for your outpouring of love and prayers
during my recent hospitalization. Susan Wakuta’s surprise
visit and beautiful floral delivery on behalf of GVBC filled my
heart with joy and gratitude. Her spirit filled prayer over me
was truly uplifting and comforting. Thank you, God for our
wonder church family!
With love and gratitude,
Maureen Takeuchi
 
Gardena Valley Baptist Church,
Thank you for allowing us to use the church and the
community hall for our recent Celebration of Life for Richard. 
Love, Alice Kimura
 
 
 
 
Our condolences to Phyllis Miller and her family on her
passing on July 23. A Celerbration of her life was recently
held at GVBC. Phyllis was the leader of a widows group for
many years after the passing of her husband, Wendall.
 
Our heartfelt sympathies to Cyril Nishimoto and family on the
passing of his mother, Molly Nishimoto. She passed away on
August 22 at the age of 98. Molly faithfully played the organ
for our Sunday Services for many years until she was in her
late 80s.  Her husband, Reverend Harumi Nishimoto, was
GVBC's Nichigo pastor from 1950-1980.
 
Our deep condolences to Wendy J. Hirano and family on the
passing of Wendy's father, Shigeru Ishii. Service was held
Friday, September 6, at Anaheim Free Methodist Church. 
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MINISTRY OUTLOOK

September 7           Work Day
September 8           Leadership Gathering     
September 15         English Baptism Service 
September 21         Keep Gardena Beautiful
September 21         Refresh
September 28         Men's Conference       
 


