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A promise to daddy
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At age 71 and battling pancreatic and liver cancer, David Smith of Lenoir wants to attend the Carolinas Carrousel
Parade on Thanksgiving day. His daughter, Ida Danner, wants to make it happen. (Photo: Glenn H. Burkins for
Qcitymetro.com)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

UPDATE : A group of Charlotte-area businesses STEP
forward to make David Smith's dream a reality. READ MORE
***
At age 71, David Smith is PLEASED
lived.

with the life he has
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His 51-year marriage to wife, Margaret, resulted in three
grown daughters. For 29 years he drove a truck to support
his family. He even served 10 years in the Army National
Guard. And all along the way, he said, faith has been a constant.
The one thing he still wishes to do: Attend the Thanksgiving Day parade in uptown Charlotte
http://www.qcitymetro.com/news/articles/a_promise_to_daddy061341475.cfm
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But that’s where things get tricky. Three years ago, Smith, who lives in Lenoir, was diagnosed
with pancreatic and liver cancer, which sap his energy and limit his mobility. And the blood
thinner he takes often leaves him feeling cold.
About a month ago, Smith asked his middle daughter, Ida Danner, for a promise: “He said
‘make sure I go (to the parade),’” Danner recalled. “And I said, ‘Yea, Dad, I will.’ How hard is it
to go to the parade?”
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promise she made. To keep her dad comfortable, she said, he would need a warm place to sit QCITY EVENTS
as the floats and bands go by. And so far, she has FOUND no workable solution.
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“I love my daddy, and I wanted him to go…,” she said. “I’ve watched him through chemo and
everything he’s been through. He’ll say, ‘I pray I’ll be here.’ And I’m like, ‘You have to live
every day like it’s YOUR last.’ You never know.”
Daddy's girl
Smith and his wife live in a neat but modest home that sits on a hill near downtown Lenoir.
When the weather is clear, a visitor can see the Blue Ridge Mountains off in the distance.
Danner, who works as a hair stylist and is married with a daughter of her own, is nestled on a
living room couch beside her ailing father. Her mother, a nurse, is seated across the room.
By all accounts in that room, Danner grew up a “daddy’s girl.” She recalled her early years
climbing trees and riding skateboards.
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“I was a tomgirl, I guess,” she said. “I was daddy’s little girl-boy.”

R&B Live

Even when she got older and decided to buy a car, Danner said she turned to her dad for
advice. And after he said the car she wanted was too unsafe, she decided to get another one.
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“We’re inseparable. I call and tell him stuff I don’t tell my mom,” she said. “He’ll tell me just
what he thinks and how he feels.”
So when her dad asked for help attending the parade, Danner set out to make it happen. She
called the Make-A-Wish Foundation, which was not able to help. The organization grants the
wishes of children ages 2 ½ to 18 who are fighting life-threatening illnesses, a receptionist
explained. At age 71, her father obviously didn’t qualify.
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That’s when Danner turned to the Internet, calling media organizations in search of help.
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“What about older people that have a wish?” she said.
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Battling cancer
Smith, a soft-spoken man with an easy smile, says he has watched the Charlotte parade each
year on television for about as many years as he cares to count, but he can’t explain why he
never made the 90-minute trip to view it live. Maybe it was the fact that he never liked big
crowds, he said, and his wife smiled and nodded her agreement.
Smith said he also likes the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, and that in the 11th grade he
played trumpet in a marching band. He said he likes the cadence of the drums and the
formations the band members make as they march down the street.
Pancreatic cancer is nasty business, among the deadliest of all forms. Even when the
cancerous cells are discovered early – and they typically aren’t discovered early – only 14
percent of its victims live beyond five years of diagnosis, according to the American Cancer
Society website.
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Smith said doctors are amazed that he is still alive, and he believes his cancer has been
halted, but his daughter grows concerned. In recent weeks, she said, her father has shown
disturbing signs – symptoms she has not seen.
“He’s not a complainer, even when there’s something going not the way he wants it to go…,”
his wife, Margaret Smith, said. “He’ll tell me one thing, then he’ll tell (something else) to
another. Then we’ll have to get the stories together and get him cornered to find out what
actually is going on.”
Danner said she hopes to make the parade a family outing that would include the entire family.
But she also knows she must have her dad back home in time for their annual Thanksgiving
ritual – a big meal and time spent watching his beloved Dallas Cowboys.
Despite the apparent roadblocks, Danner said she remains confident that somehow she’ll get
her father to Charlotte.
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