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Then Job replied: How long will you torment me 
and crush me with words?
JOB 19:1-2

The story of Job is one with which we are deeply familiar.  Here we find a man who, despite his faith-
fulness to God, suffers devastating loss.  All of his cattle and livelihood are destroyed, his children are 
killed by a tragic desert storm, and Job himself suffers physical afflictions and painful illness. While 
Job’s wife encourages him to curse God and die, his three friends set out to “sympathize with him and 
comfort him.” For seven days and seven nights they sit patiently with Job, seeing his great suffering and 
grief, and saying nothing. Finally they decide to speak up and, as we all know, it doesn’t go well. De-
spite their attempts to speak loving correction to Job they seem to say all of the wrong things. Finally, 
Job cries out, “How long will you torment me and crush me with words?”  

We aren’t given the chance to know what happens to these friendships after Job is restored, but can 
we hope for much good faith to remain? In Job’s greatest moments of suffering, his friends missed the 
mark. As Christians, sometimes we are similarly guilty of unintentionally crushing the spirits of LGBTQ+ 
people who are already grieving deep losses in their lives. Despite our attempts to share God’s love 
with all, we Christians have a reputation for being anti-gay, not just with LGBTQ+ people but with those 
who love them as well. Nearly 1 in 3 Americans (29%) who have left their childhood religion cite nega-
tive teachings about and poor treatment of gay and lesbian people as their reason why. Meanwhile, 1 
in 4 people (24%) reported feeling very or somewhat uncomfortable having an LGBT member at their 
place of worship. 

We are often paralyzed in our conversations with LGBTQ+ people. The vast majority of Evangelicals 
(87%) feel it would be difficult to have a natural and normal conversation with a member of the LGBT 
community. We may often feel like Job’s friends, struggling to know the right and wrong things to say, 
and often missing the mark even in our attempts to be sympathetic and comforting. Despite our best 
efforts, sometimes in crisis moments we speak words that do not help our friends and neighbors to 
move forward in their lives of faith. 

Christians are called to much more than mere political correctness. Our allegiance is not to a politi-
cal system, it’s to something, Someone, who is filled with grace as well as truth. As Christians, we are 
called to put off our flesh and be filled with the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-25).  We are warned that we ought 
not to praise our Lord and Father with the same tongue that we use to curse human beings who have 
been made in God’s image (James 3:9).  And we are exhorted that because we have received of God’s 
kindness, compassion, and comfort, we are well-equipped to deliver comfort to all of those who are in 
trouble (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).  The mark of God’s beloved people is that we choose to clothe ourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (Colossians 3:12-14).

In a recent study, 76% of LGBT people surveyed were open to returning to their religious community 
and its practices, far higher than the general American population (only 9% were open). Can you imag-
ine what might happen if we found a way to respond more compassionately to LGBTQ+ people? What 
if we repaired our witness to the LGBTQ+ community? What if we grew our missional sensitivity and 
our empathy and compassion for LGBTQ+ folks who have faced adversity? Would Christians start to be 
known by our love? Would more LGBTQ+ people, and the people who loved them, feel safe to show 
up in our churches again, and be able to grow in relationship with Jesus?
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Brothers and sisters, what a joy to be freed to love LGBTQ+ people well.  Because we serve a God who 
has taught us the Way, we can communicate with kindness and compassion towards LGBTQ+ friends 
and neighbors. The first step is to learn what we can be doing better.  

This glossary and terminology guide is meant to be a trusted partner on your journey to understand 
the words used by LGBTQ+ people and to learn what words and phrases can unintentionally cause 
offense. The LGBTQ+ community uses many terms that may take time and intention to learn and un-
derstand. Terminology also changes rapidly, and words used today sometimes replace terminology 
that LGBTQ+ people have found incomplete, confusing, or offensive in the past. Some problematic 
terms are easily recognizable, well-known, and avoided by most people—in the same way that most 
white people have learned never to use the n-word to refer to African Americans. Other difficult words 
and phrases are not as well-known, and it would be easy to use them and cause offense inadvertently. 
In this guide, we offer a list of problematic words and phrases, together with brief explanations of why 
they’re difficult and what you might use instead. At the end of this guide, we also offer a list of more 
plainly offensive terms to strike from your vocabulary.

This glossary is not meant to be exhaustive, nor is it applicable to all individuals. The best policy is to 
humbly ask for guidance on terms and phrases from the LGBTQ+ people you know and love. Let your 
LGBTQ+ friends know that you are trying to learn and do better, and that you want the opportunity to 
apologize when you say or do the wrong thing. 

Congratulations, brave Christian friends, for venturing into missional sensitivity towards the LGBTQ+ 
people that God loves and desires to grow in relationship with Him. We hope this will serve as a helpful 
starting point for you in your journey to offer true Christian friendship and hospitality to the LGBTQ+ 
folks in your life. If you have questions, feedback, or need individual support in your journey to love 
LGBTQ+ people well, please drop us a message. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Ally: This word, often preceded by straight, has been used to describe those who advocate for the 
equal rights and treatment of LGBTQ+ people. Some have argued that the term “straight ally” should 
be bestowed by the LGBTQ+ community based on the ally’s history of support; in other words, 
straight individuals should not claim the term for themselves.. Some allies prefer the term “friend” or 
“advocate.” For some within the LGBTQ+ and progressively-minded faith communities, allies serve an 
important role in social change efforts, as their voices are often more readily heard than those within 
the community. While highly valued, allies have sometimes been seen as accidentally elevating their 
own voices over those they mean to support.

Asexual: An adjective used to describe people who do not experience sexual attraction (e.g., asexual 
person). A person can also be aromantic, meaning they do not experience romantic attraction, though 
not all asexual people identify as aromantic and vice versa.

Assigned at birth: This refers to the gender indicated on one’s birth certificate (usually male or 
female), based on one’s visible physical characteristics at birth. For transgender and genderqueer 
people, the internal sense of gender differs from the gender to which they were assigned at birth. 
“Assigned at birth” is what many people mean when they refer to their “biological sex” (though some 
trans, genderqueer, and intersex people object to the term “biological sex”).

Bisexual, Bi: A person who has the capacity to form enduring physical, romantic, and/or emotional 
attractions to both men and women. People may experience these attractions in differing ways and 
degrees over their lifetimes. Bisexual people need not have had specific sexual experiences to be 
bisexual.

Cisgender: Describes individuals who are not transgender, whose gender identity or expression aligns 
with their biological sex. For example, someone who is born physically female and always identifies as 
female. Most people are cisgender.

Coming Out: A term used to describe the process of sharing honestly about one’s experience of 
same-sex attraction or gender identity.  For some LGBTQ+ or same-sex attracted individuals who have 
previously regarded their experience of same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria as shameful, the 
experience of coming out is an important, freeing act of self-acceptance and expression, which helps 
them achieve a degree of physical, emotional, and spiritual health that remaining closeted may have 
hindered. At the same time, many LGBTQ+ people experience a great deal of fear around the coming-
out process, owing to cultural norms, family disapproval, or other factors. While some Christians who 
come out do so as an act of affirmation and celebration of their sexuality and/or gender identity (see 
Side A), others come out while maintaining the traditional Biblical view on sexuality (see Side B). 

Conversion/Reparative/Ex-Gay Therapy: A type of intervention, therapy or otherwise, intended to 
convert a gay or bisexual person’s sexual orientation to heterosexual. The techniques and goals of 
reparative therapy vary widely and no specific mode of therapy is employed.  Attempts to change 
sexual orientation to heterosexual may be led by either licensed or unlicensed counselors, pastors, 
or therapists. Reparative therapy may involve support groups and talk therapy for willing participants 
who are seeking coping skills to navigate their unwanted same-sex attraction.  The value of sexual 
orientation change efforts has been hotly disputed within the Church, and they are regarded as very 
damaging by many in the LGBTQ+ community.  Many Christians have asserted that God is capable of 
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all things, and as such, he could heal an LGBTQ+ person from their sexual orientation or gender identity 
(See Side X).  Other Christians, while affirming God’s all-sufficient power, assert that merely experiencing 
same-sex attraction is not sinful (see Side B or Side A) and acknowledge there is insufficient evidence to 
support the use of treatments and interventions meant to change sexual orientation.  Side B and Side 
A Christians assert that there are healthier ways to assist LGBTQ+ and same-sex attracted Christians in 
reconciling their faith and sexual orientation.  Many LGBTQ+ adults report having been forced, required, 
or encouraged by pastors, parents, and youth pastors to undergo reparative therapy against their will.  
Because of the risks associated with reparative therapy interventions, it is illegal in more than a dozen 
states and in many cities and municipalities (including Cincinnati and Columbus, OH).
It is important to note that reparative therapy has a history associated with abuse including many 
unethical and troubling techniques over the years, including aversion conditioning (involving electric 
shock or nausea-inducing drugs while being shown erotic images), lobotomy surgeries, exorcisms, 
non-consensual touch treatments/hugging, and reinforcements of stereotypical gender behaviors. In 
some of the most troubling reports about those who claim to cure same-sex attractions, patients have 
suffered sexual, physical, and emotional abuse. Many in the LGBTQ+ community see reparative therapy 
as harmful, dangerous, dehumanizing, and/or abusive. Lack of informed consent about the efficacy 
of sexual orientation change efforts and potential risks of undergoing conversion therapy techniques 
has been widely criticized by Side A and Side B Christians and mental health practitioners alike. Some 
of these techniques explained above were used not just by Christians but by professional/secular 
psychologists and therapists in the past. Modern mainstream medical and mental health organizations 
have since rejected interventions meant to alter sexual orientation, citing their potential for causing 
harm (e.g., increased rates of suicidality, negative mental health affects) Among these organizations are 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, American 
Medical Association, American Psychiatric Association, American Psychological Association, and others.

Drag Queen: Men, typically gay men, who dress like women for the purpose of entertainment. Drag 
queens may often still identify as men in their ordinary lives. Being a drag queen is unrelated to being 
transgender.

Gay: The adjective used to describe people whose enduring physical, romantic, and/ or emotional 
attractions are to people of the same sex (e.g., gay man, gay people). Sometimes lesbian (n. or adj.) is 
the preferred term for women.

Gender Dysphoria: Gender dysphoria refers to a conflict between a person’s physical or assigned 
gender and the gender with which he/she/they identify. It replaces the outdated term “Gender Identity 
Disorder.” People with gender dysphoria may be very uncomfortable with their given gender: they may 
feel uncomfortable with their body (particularly developments during puberty) or with the expected 
roles of their given gender. 

Gender Expression: External manifestations of gender, expressed through a person’s name, pronouns, 
clothing, haircut, behavior, voice, and/or body characteristics. Society identifies these cues as masculine 
or feminine, although what is considered masculine or feminine changes over time and varies by 
culture. Typically, transgender people seek to align their gender expression with their gender identity, 
rather than the sex they were assigned at birth.

Gender Identity: A person’s internal, deeply held sense of their gender. For transgender people, 
their own internal gender identity does not match the sex they were assigned at birth. Unlike gender 
expression (see above) gender identity is not visible to others. 

Gender Identity Disorder (GID): Outdated, see Gender Dysphoria.
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Gender Non-conforming: A term used to describe some people whose gender expression is different 
from conventional expectations of masculinity and femininity. Many people have gender expressions 
that are not entirely conventional – that fact alone does not make them transgender. The term is not a 
synonym for transgender or transsexual and should only be used if someone self-identifies as gender 
non-conforming. Gender non-conforming individuals sometimes also refer to themselves as non-binary 
or genderqueer (see Non-binary and/or Genderqueer)

Heterosexual: An adjective used to describe people whose enduring physical, romantic, and/ or 
emotional attraction is to people of the opposite sex. 

Homophobia/Transphobia: Fear, aversion, dislike, or prejudice towards LGBTQ+ people. 
Homophobia and transphobia are often unintentional responses to LGBTQ+ people, but nevertheless 
may result in compromising their safety or well-being.

Homosexual: Outdated clinical term considered derogatory and offensive (see Terms to Avoid). Gay or 
(in the case of women) lesbian is generally preferred.

Intersex: An umbrella term describing people born with reproductive or sexual anatomy and/or a 
chromosome pattern that can’t be classified as typically male or female. Those variations are also 
sometimes referred to as Differences of Sex Development (DSD). While some people can have an 
intersex condition and also identify as transgender, the two are separate and should not be conflated.

Lesbian: A woman whose enduring physical, romantic, and/or emotional attraction is to other women. 
Some lesbians may prefer to identify as gay (adj.) or as gay women.

LGBTQ+: Acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer. Sometimes, when the Q is seen 
at the end of LGBTQ+, it can also mean questioning. LGBT and/or GLBT are also often used.

Mixed Orientation Marriage/Relationship: A marriage or relationship between partners of differing 
sexual orientations: for example, a heterosexual relationship between a man and woman where one 
partner identifies as gay or bisexual. Mixed orientation couples may also refer to their relationships as 
“straight-passing,” where they both have the appearance of being heterosexual partners in a straight 
relationship.

Non-binary and/or Genderqueer: Terms used by some people who experience their gender identity 
and/or gender expression as falling outside the categories of man and woman. They may define their 
gender as falling somewhere in between man and woman, or as wholly different from these terms. 
The term is not a synonym for transgender or transsexual and should only be used if someone self-
identifies as non-binary and/or genderqueer.

Outing: The act of publicly declaring (sometimes based on rumor and/or speculation) or revealing 
another person’s sexual orientation or gender identity without that person’s consent. Considered 
inappropriate by a large portion of the LGBTQ+ community, as outing can lead to violence and other 
severe consequences for the “outed” person, even if the speculation is not actually true.

Pansexual: Describes someone who has the potential for emotional, romantic, or sexual attraction to 
people of any gender though not necessarily simultaneously, in the same way, or to the same degree.

Preferred Gender Pronouns (PGPs): Refers to the pronouns by which a person prefers to be called. 
Many in the queer community prefer pronouns that do not match their assigned gender, so if you are 
unsure how a person identifies, asking what a person’s preferred pronouns or PGPs are (e.g., he/him/
his, she/her/hers, they/their/theirs) is seen as a sign of respect. 
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Queer: 1. A term used to describe gender identity and/or gender expression, similar in nature to non-
binary or genderqueer (see Non-binary and/or Genderqueer above). Typically, for those who identify 
as queer, the terms “lesbian,” “gay,” “bisexual,” and “trans” are perceived to be too limiting and/or 
fraught with cultural connotations they feel don’t apply to them. When Q is seen at the end of LGBTQ+, 
it typically means queer and, less often, questioning. 2. Once considered a pejorative term, queer 
has been reclaimed by some LGBTQ+ people to describe themselves; however, it is not universally 
accepted. 

Sex: The classification of a person as male or female. At birth, infants are assigned a sex on their 
birth certificate, usually based on the appearance of their external anatomy. A person’s sex, however, 
is actually a combination of bodily characteristics, including chromosomes, hormones, internal and 
external reproductive organs, and secondary sex characteristics.

Sexual Behavior: a chosen means of expressing one’s emotional, romantic, and/or sexual 
attraction(e.g., dating, holding hands, offering emotional support, kissing, sex).  Many LGBTQ+ people 
choose to behave sexually in accordance with their sexual orientation, while others reject same-sex 
romantic relationships and sexual behaviors due to their theological viewpoints (see Side B or Side X).

Sexual Identity: Refers to labels a person uses to describe their own types of emotional, romantic, and 
sexual attractions (e.g., straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or same-sex attracted). Sexual identity labels are 
one of three aspects of sexuality (see Sexual Orientation and Sexual Behavior for the other two) and 
are analogous to other labels we use to define ourselves and our roles in society, such as gender, race, 
familial roles, vocational labels, etc. They are not indicative of theological positions (see Side A, Side B, 
and Side X) or sexual behaviors.

Sexual Orientation: an enduring pattern of emotional, romantic, and/or sexual attractions to people 
of certain genders. The causes of a gay, lesbian, or bisexual orientation are not readily identifiable 
from the current body of research, but may include a mixture of nature and nurture, including genetic, 
hormonal, developmental, social, and cultural influences. Sexual orientation is one of three aspects of 
sexuality (see Sexual Identity and Sexual Behavior for the other two) and should not be conflated with 
sexual identity, sexual behavior, or any particular theological position (see Side A, Side B, and Side X).

Side A: a term for Christians who hold the view that God blesses same-sex marriage and romantic 
relationships.  Those who hold this view may identify as straight, same-sex attracted, or LGBTQ+. 
This term is well-known within the LGBTQ+ Christian movement, but not within the broader LGBTQ+ 
community.

Side B: a term for Christians who hold the view that God calls LGBTQ+ Christians to lifelong celibacy 
or heterosexual marriage. Those who hold this view may identify as straight, same-sex attracted, or 
LGBTQ+. This term is well-known within the LGBTQ+ Christian movement, but not within the broader 
LGBTQ+ community.

Side X: a term for Christians who hold the view that God calls those who experience same-sex 
attraction not only to lifelong celibacy or heterosexual marriage, but also to reject the identity marker 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender and seek to alter their sexual orientation or gender identity 
through reparative therapy.  Those who hold this view usually identify as either straight or “struggling 
with same-sex attraction.” This term is well-known within the LGBTQ+ Christian movement, but not 
within the broader LGBTQ+ community.

Transgender/Trans: An umbrella adjective for people whose gender identity and/or gender 
expression differs from what is typically associated with the sex they were assigned at birth. People 
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under the transgender umbrella may describe themselves using one or more of a wide variety of 
terms, including transgender. Some of those terms are defined elsewhere in this glossary. To show 
respect, use the descriptive term preferred by the person, as well as their preferred gender pronouns 
(see Preferred Gender Pronouns (PGPs)). Many transgender people are prescribed hormones by their 
doctors to bring their bodies into alignment with their gender identity. Some undergo surgery as well. 
But not all transgender people can or will take those steps, and a transgender identity is not dependent 
upon physical appearance or medical procedures.

Transgender man: People who were assigned female at birth but identify and live as men may use 
this term to describe themselves. They may shorten it to trans man. (Note: trans man, not “transman.”) 
Some may also use FTM, an abbreviation for female-to-male. Some may prefer to simply be called men, 
without any modifier. It is best to ask which term a person prefers.

Transgender woman: People who were assigned male at birth but identify and live as women may 
use this term to describe themselves. They may shorten it to trans woman. (Note: trans woman, not 
“transwoman.”) Some may also use MTF, an abbreviation for male-to-female. Some may prefer to simply 
be called women, without any modifier. It is best to ask which term a person prefers.

Transition: Altering one’s birth sex is not a one-step procedure; it is a complex process that occurs 
over a long period of time. Transition can include some or all of the following personal, medical, and 
legal steps: telling one’s family, friends, and co-workers; using a different name and new pronouns 
(see Preferred Gender Pronouns); dressing differently; changing one’s name and/or sex on legal 
documents; hormone therapy; and possibly (though not always) one or more types of surgery. Avoid 
the phrase “sex change operation.” Because not all transgender people choose to undergo medical 
surgeries, it is best not to refer to someone as being “pre-op” or “post-op.”
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P r o b l e m a t i c Tr y  T h i s  I n s t e a d
"homosexual" (n. or adj.), "homosexual 
relationship", etc. 
Because of the clinical history of the word 
“homosexual,” it is often used by anti-LGBTQ+ 
extremists to denigrate LGBTQ+ people, 
couples, and relationships, or to suggest that 
people attracted to the same sex are sick 
or psychologically/emotionally disordered 
– notions discredited by the American 
Psychological Association and the American 
Psychiatric Association in the 1970s.

"gay" (adj.); "gay man" or "lesbian" (n.);  
"gay person/people"  
Use gay or lesbian to describe people attracted to 
members of the same sex.

"sexual preference"  
The term "sexual preference" is typically used 
to suggest that being attracted to the same 
sex is a choice and therefore can and should 
be "cured."

"sexual orientation" or "orientation"  
Sexual orientation is the accurate description of 
an individual’s enduring physical, romantic, and/or 
emotional attraction to members of the same and/
or opposite sex and is inclusive of lesbians, gay men, 
bisexuals, and queer people.

“gay lifestyle,” “homosexual lifestyle,” or 
“transgender lifestyle” 
The phrases “gay lifestyle,” “homosexual 
lifestyle,” and “transgender lifestyle” 
have often been used to describe a life 
characterized by partying, promiscuity, and 
illicit sex – all stereotypes that have been 
assigned to LGBTQ+ people. In reality, 
straight people often live this type of 
“lifestyle” as well. LGBTQ+ people are diverse 
in the ways they lead their lives, in their 
beliefs around sexuality, and in their sexual 
behaviors, so this term should be avoided.

"LGBTQ+ people and their lives" 
Instead of “living a gay lifestyle,” you can say 
“openly gay” or “out,” “married to a same-sex 
partner,” or “identifies as lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or queer.”  To show the most respect, 
it’s best to use the same terminology the person of 
whom you are speaking uses to describe themselves.

As you can see from this glossary, the LGBTQ+ community uses many terms that take time and 
intention to learn and understand. Terminology also changes rapidly, and words used today 
sometimes replace terminology that LGBTQ+ people have found incomplete, confusing, or 
offensive in the past. Some problematic terms are easily recognizable, well-known, and avoided 
by most people—in the same way that most white people have learned never to use the n-word 
to refer to African Americans. Other difficult words and phrases are not as well-known, and it 
would be easy to use them and cause offense inadvertently. For that reason, we offer a list of 
problematic words and phrases, together with brief explanations of why they’re difficult and 
what you might use instead. At the end of this guide, we offer a list of plainly offensive terms to 
strike from your vocabulary.
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P r o b l e m a t i c Tr y  T h i s  I n s t e a d
"transgenders," "a transgender", 
"transgendered" 
Transgender should be used as an adjective, 
not as a noun and not with an -ed tacked on 
the end. Do not say, “Tony is a transgender,” 
or “The parade included many transgenders,” 
or “transgendered people.”

"transgender people," "a transgender person"  
For example, "Tony is a transgender man," or "The 
parade included many transgender people."

"transgenderism"
This term is considered offensive and it is 
not commonly used by transgender people. 
Many anti-trans activists use this term to 
dehumanize transgender people and reduce 
who they are to “a condition.”

"being transgender"  
Refer to being transgender instead, or refer to the 
transgender community. You can also refer to the 
movement for transgender equality and acceptance.

"sex change," "pre-operative," "post-
operative" 
Referring to a sex-change operation, or using 
terms such as pre-operative or post-operative, 
inaccurately suggests that a person must 
have surgery in order to transition. Avoid 
overemphasizing surgery when discussing 
transgender people or the process of 
transition.

"transition"

“part of the gay agenda” “an advocate for LGBTQ+ rights”

“struggling with same-sex attraction” Use whichever identifier matches the way the person 
describes themselves (e.g. experiencing same-
sex attraction, identifies as same-sex attracted, 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, etc.). 

“love the sinner, hate the sin” LGBTQ+ people are beloved of God, just like 
we all are. The Good Shepherd left behind the 99 
to rescue the one wandering away.  Because we 
understand God’s love did that for us, we can extend 
that same love to LGBTQ+ people who have often 
felt unsafe in faith communities like ours. We can love 
LGBTQ+ people like God loves all of us, whether or 
not that person knows Jesus now, will know him in 
the future, or will never come to know him. 

“welcoming, but not affirming” “we affirm the traditional/historical/Biblical view 
that God has ordained sex for marriage between 
one man and one woman.  Nevertheless, if you 
identify as LGBTQ+ or same-sex attracted, we 
want you to know that we strive to love all people 
unconditionally and to cultivate a community that 
will be attentive to your physical, spiritual, and 
emotional needs – where you will feel free from 
danger, welcome as a friend, and that you belong 
and are valued as a person made in the image of 
God.”
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P r o b l e m a t i c Tr y  T h i s  I n s t e a d
“I have friends who are gay” We recommend striking this from your vocabulary 

if you can’t honestly say something like this instead: 
“There are people in my life who identify as same-
sex attracted or LGBTQ+ and we have had open, 
honest dialogues about what it’s like to be them 
and ways we can improve our care for LGBTQ+ 
people. Nevertheless, I recognize that I don’t 
know all LGBTQ+ people or views, and I may 
at times make missteps that cause harm.  Even 
though I don’t anticipate my theological views 
changing, I try to stay open to hear more of these 
experiences as I can, in case God should need to 
correct anything in my posture towards LGBTQ+ 
people.“

Source: Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
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“fag,” “faggot,” “dyke,” “homo,” “sodomite,” and similar epithets: These terms are vulgar and 
derogatory and should be avoided at all costs.

“deviant,” “disordered,” “dysfunctional,” “diseased,” “perverted,” “destructive,” and similar 
descriptions: Words such as deviant, diseased, and disordered often are used to portray LGBTQ+ 
people as less than human, mentally ill, or a danger to society. As such, they are very offensive, as well 
as hurtful and triggering to LGBTQ+ people.

associating LGBTQ+ people with pedophilia, child abuse, sexual abuse, bestiality, bigamy, 
polygamy, adultery, and/or incest: Being LGBTQ+ is neither synonymous with, nor indicative of, 
any tendency toward pedophilia, child abuse, sexual abuse, bestiality, bigamy, polygamy, adultery, or 
incest. Such claims, innuendos, and associations have historically been used to assert that LGBTQ+ 
people pose a threat to society, threaten families, and hurt children in particular. These accusations are 
defamatory and should be avoided at all costs.

“deceptive,” “fooling,” “pretending,” “posing,” “trap,” or “masquerading”: Characterizing
 transgender people as deceptive, as fooling or trapping others, or as pretending to be a man or 
a woman unfairly paints transgender individuals as uniquely deceptive and untrustworthy. Such 
descriptions are extremely insulting to members of the LGBTQ+ community.

“tranny,” “she-male,” “he/she,” “it,” “shim”: These words dehumanize transgender people and 
should not be used. Please note that while some transgender people may use tranny to describe 
themselves, others find it extremely offensive.

While this list is helpful, it is not meant to be exhaustive, nor applicable to all individuals. Some 
of these words are being reclaimed and used humorously or affectionately from friend to friend 
within the LGBTQ+ community, though they are still largely seen as highly offensive when 
used by those outside the community. Other words that may be generally seen as decent may 
still cause deep offense to a given individual, so taking time to get to know each person is 
important. Still, we hope this will serve as a helpful starting point.



13LOVEboldly

Heidi Weaver-Smith (Editor-in-Chief)
President & Executive Director
LOVEboldly

John Backman
Author, Why Can’t We Talk: Christian Wisdom 
on Dialogue as a Habit of the Heart
www.dialogueventure.com

Justin Bronson Barringer
PhD Candidate, Religious Ethics
Southern Methodist University

Danny Cortez
Executive Director
Estuary Space
www.estuaryspace.org

Stephen Crouch
Marketing and Creative Coordinator
LOVEboldly

Rev. Charles Graves IV
Episcopal Priest
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati, OH

Justin Lee
Executive Director
Nuance Ministries
www.GeekyJustin.com

Rev. Santosh Ninan
Associate Pastor
Bethel Grove Bible Church, Ithaca, NY

Jenell Paris
Professor of Anthropology
Messiah College

Heather Schmiedicke
Content Coordinator
LOVEboldly

Eve Tushnet
Author, Gay and Catholic: Accepting My 
Sexuality, Finding Community, Living My Faith

Special thanks to our ecumenical, theologically diverse team of both traditionally-minded and 
progressively-minded contributors and editors, some of whom identify as LGBTQ+ and others who are 
straight, cisgender folks. The collective wisdom of contributions from this group is unmatched.  
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