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Impact Austin News

Dear Members and Friends,
As Impact Austin enters our 12th year of collective giving and
reaches the $5,000,000 mark in total giving, we are excited to
embrace a new change in the way we are awarding grants with
the addition of our new Catalyst Grant. This new grant will be
awarded to one of 50 organizations we have reviewed and
vetted since our inception in 2003. The grant applications have
been received this week and we can't wait to see what
innovative proposals have been submitted.
This is a significant and bold step for Impact Austin. We know
that change is an individual and sometimes a very emotional
event - that depends on collective actions for success which is
Donna Benson-Chan,
Impact Austin Executive Director the one thing Impact Austin does very well, collective action.
Please take the time to listen and learn about this new shift in
our grant making that will help strengthen and sustain nonprofit organizations, many who we
have come to know as our Community Partners. Stay tuned for important information via our
newsletter, our blog, philanthropy education events in April/May, and through our social
media outlets.
Thanks to each and every one of you, Impact Austin shines once again as an innovative
leader in the Central Texas area and within the broader collective giving community.
Sincerely,
Donna

Grants Update:

30 Nonprofits Invited to Submit Grant
Applications
The 108 Impact Austin Focus Area Committee
(FAC) members have been busy the past three
weeks reading, researching and analyzing the 107
Letters of Inquiry (LOIs) received this year. After
much discussion and careful consideration, we
have invited 30 organizations to submit full grant
applications click 'read more' below to see the list
by committee. Grant applications are due on
February 20th by 5 p.m. and the FACs will be back
to work reviewing those the last week in February.
READ MORE

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1120128136014&format=html&printFrame=true

1/3

3/16/2015

Impact Austin News

Amplify Austin

March 5th and 6th
Amplify Austin is 24 hours of giving, from 6pm Thursday, March 5th, to 6pm Friday, March
6th, 2015. In the past two years it has raised $8.5 million for the 500 non-profits that
participated in the effort.
It is a great way for Impact Austin to raise much-needed funds to assure the continuation of
our remarkable work of granting $5 million in the past twelve years. You have probably told
your families and friends how important Impact Austin is to you over the years, but now is the
time to ask them to support you with a donation to Impact Austin through Amplify Austin.
READ MORE

Member Spotlight:
Diana Maldonado

Her career has spanned politics, leadership, consulting and more, and
along the way she has broken glass ceilings and precedents,
becoming the first Latina in many areas of accomplishment.
We asked Diana how she discovered Impact Austin.
"I heard about Impact Austin through my business network circles
while I was on the Legislature about four years ago. What caught my
attention was that a coalition of women were pulling their resources
together to make a greater impact on their recipients and community.
I was fortunate to connect with several members and advocates and
they did a great job of recruiting! I joined last year and worked on the
Environment Focus Area Committee. I enjoyed learning so much
about the needs and nonprofits in this area."
READ MORE

Community Partner Spotlight:
ZACH Theatre

In June 2013, ZACH Theatre was one of five nonprofits awarded a $100,000 grant.
We recently had an opportunity to check with the arts organization, and discuss some of the
meaningful work they are doing to address the gaps in arts education being offered at
Austin's most high-need schools.
Despite numerous studies that report an arts-rich education leads to positive academic
outcomes, many schools in Austin ISD still lack the resources necessary to adequately fulfill
state-mandated fine arts curriculum requirements. In Texas, all elementary school students
are required to receive state standards-based instruction in music, art, and theatre. However,
in AISD, drama teachers have been eliminated in all elementary schools, leaving classroom
teachers to fulfill state requirements for drama education with little to no training.
READ MORE

Girls Giving Grants:
Grant Finalists Selected
g3 Needs a New Home

Girls Giving Grants (g3) received 25 grant applications this year from the Austin area
community. After narrowing down their choices to six semi-finalists, the girls selected the
Mother's Milk Bank and the Austin Diaper Bank as their finalists for site visits to be held in
April.
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g3 Needs a New Home!
Girls Giving Grants, is currently looking for regular
access to a meeting space donated in-kind for the
2015-2016 school year. The times and days the
space is needed are from 12pm - 5pm on
Sundays in September through May with a
Saturday in April. An ideal space would be located
in Central Austin, accommodate 70 people in one
room for presentations with access to smaller
break out areas that could hold working groups of
10-12 people, have chairs, wifi access, computer
and projector for presentations and computers in
breakout rooms. If there's space to store documents and meeting related items, that would
be a huge help. If you have space suggestions, please contact Donna Benson Chan.

Click here to view our upcoming events!
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