
November 20, 2018

Dear <name>,

You helped us achieve something extraordinary. Last school year, we served 35,534 kids and 
awarded $1.4 million in scholarships—more than ever before. 
 
35,534 kids who paddled on Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park, hiked the Grotto Trail in 
the Santa Monica Mountains, explored the lush woods of Prince William Forest, discovered 
marine life at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area and stood in awe of El Capitan in 
Yosemite. 
 
Thanks to supporters like you, 46% of those students received a NatureBridge scholarship. 
Without financial support, many of these kids would not have had the opportunity to learn, 
discover and grow in their national parks. 
 
I believe national parks are our most powerful classrooms. At NatureBridge, students 
redefine what it means to be a scientist, find joy in learning, connect to each other and 
are inspired to be stewards of our planet. It’s a place where kids can discover the limitless 
possibilities of what they can achieve—and the obstacles they can overcome. 
 
German is one of those kids.

“As a kid growing up on Third Street in the hood of San Francisco, being in nature 
frightened me. I felt safer on the streets stepping over needles. I figured that if I ever did 
find myself in nature that I’d probably be eaten by a bear or a lion or something. I always 
wondered what part they’d eat first and secretly hoped that it wouldn’t be my face.”
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So, with considerable apprehension, German embarked on his school’s trip to Yosemite with 
NatureBridge. On his first day, he was reluctant to participate in his group’s activities and 
Eric, German’s NatureBridge educator, respected his decision to observe.

“He [Eric] let me be and I appreciated that. So on the next day, when he said that we 
were going to climb a mountain to get to the snow, I said to myself, but not to him, ‘I can 
do this.’” 

In the outdoors, German found the courage within himself to take a risk. As he fought 
through the grueling hike, he had an epiphany.

“We walked and we walked. And the higher we got and the sweatier we got and the more 
hungry we got and the more tired we got, I had a thought. I said to myself that if I can 
do this, if I can climb this big mountain, well, then, I suppose I could get better grades at 
school. Maybe it’s all related.”

  
Three days. Three days at NatureBridge was all it took for German to discover an entirely 
new side of himself, to push his limits, to feel a sense of accomplishment and pride. The 
ripples from the experience have the potential to be far-reaching—impacting his confidence 
at school and his desire to explore and protect the outdoors.

Your gift to NatureBridge enables these transformative experiences. And when you give 
before year-end, your gift (up to $50,000 total) will be matched dollar-for-dollar by REI, our 
partners in inspiring a lifetime of outdoor stewardship.

Imagine how many more kids will leave NatureBridge with a new perception of what they 
can accomplish. Imagine how many will be transformed by these places of exceptional 
beauty that facilitate learning, ignite self-discovery and inspire stewardship.

German’s story is just one of 35,534 that supporters like you helped make possible last year. 
And with your tax-deductible donation this holiday season, we look forward to impacting 
even more kids. 

Thank you for enabling these experiences for all children. 

With gratitude, 

Phillip Kilbridge
President & CEO

P.S. Read German’s full story, in his own words, on the next page. It is only because of your 
support that experiences like his are made possible. Thank you.

Our mission is to connect young people to the wonder and science  
of the natural world, igniting self-discovery and inspiring stewardship of our planet. 
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