Omar Barghouti Background

Omar Barghouti is the co-founder of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS)
Movement, and a key member of the Palestinian Boycott National Committee (BNC)

The BNC

Barghouti is a key leader in the BNC, which is headquartered in Ramallah and coordinates the BDS
Movement globally. Mahmoud Nawajaa, the General Coordinator of the BNC, has publicly supported
Hamas’ armed wing - the Al Qassam Brigades - on social media.® Additionally, one of the groups in the
BNC is the Council of National and Islamic Forces - a coalition of Palestinian groups which includes the
racist terrorist organizations Hamas and Islamic Jihad.” The coordinator of the National and Islamic
Forces is Khaled al-Batsh, a senior Islamic Jihad official.®

While the BDS Movement’s political platform seems less extremist, it demands that Israel, "respect,
protect, and promote the right of Palestinian refugees to return” to Israel, rather than a future
Palestinian state.? The “right of return” has been used as a euphemism for the elimination of Israel for
70 years. ' Barghouti himself has acknowledged that, “a return for refugees would end Israel’s
existence as a Jewish state”.'?

Undermining Academic Freedom

Barghouti is also a leading figure in the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of
Israel (PACBI). Aside from working towards the elimination of Israel and the violation of Jewish rights,
this campaign actively undermines bedrock principles upon which universities are built, namely
academic freedom and the free exchange of ideas. Academic boycotts against Israel have been
condemned by the 47,000 member American Association of University Professors, 250-plus university
and college presidents, and seven other academic associations.' Sari Nusseibeh, the president of the
Palestinian Al Quds University, publicly opposed academic boycotts of Israel, calling instead for
“cooperation based on mutual respect.”* In past years, 38 Nobel Laureates signed a joint letter
deploring a proposed boycott of Israel because it is “antithetical to principles of academic and
scientific freedom, antithetical to principles of freedom of expression and inquiry, and may well
constitute discrimination by virtue of national origin;” 1



PACBI’s academic boycott guidelines also illustrate why the movement is so problematic.' The
guidelines include calls for boycotts of:

e Study abroad programs in Israel.

e All cooperation projects involving, “Palestinians and/or other Arabs on one side and Israelis on the
other” in which the Israeli side fails to fully capitulate to BDS’s political demands. This means
PACBI opposes any cooperation with Israelis unless they support the elimination of their own state
and the violation of their own rights.

e Events co-sponsored by not just Israel and all of its academic institutions, but also events co-
sponsored by organizations that “support” Israel. What “support” for Israel means is undefined.

e Events that take place in Israel, even if they are sponsored by international organizations rather
than Israeli institutions.

e Any event where Israeli officials or representatives of Israeli academic institutions speak.

These guidelines call for blatant violations of academic freedom, hinder the free exchange of ideas,
and are transparently anti-peace. The movement is antithetical to the bedrock principles of academia.
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