Things to Consider While Watching

“The Siege”

The play you are about to see purports to tell the story of a “group of armed men” who sought “sanctuary in one of the world’s holiest sites as the Israeli army closes in with helicopters, tanks and snipers.” The play will not tell you is that these armed men were all members of various terrorist organizations including Hamas, Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades, Tanzim and others involved in hundreds of attacks on Israeli civilians. Nor will the play inform you why the Israeli army was clashing with these gunmen. 

In April, 2002, 150 armed Palestinian terrorists violated the sanctity of Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity by forcing themselves in and barricading themselves while holding more than 40 priests, nuns, and church personnel and 200 other Palestinians as human shields. Rather than storm the Church and turn it into a war zone, the IDF set up a perimeter and demanded that the gunmen release the hostages and surrender peacefully. The Vatican’s Undersecretary of State, Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran, condemned the Palestinian gunmen: “Let me begin with the fact that the occupation of the holy places by armed men is a violation of a long tradition of law that dates back to the Ottoman era. Never before have they been occupied - for such a lengthy time - by armed men.”

Who were these Palestinian “fighters”? They included: 
· Khaled Mohammed Abd el Hamid Abu Najimeh, responsible for dispatching suicide bombers to attack Israeli civilians; 
· Mohammed Said Atallah Salem, who on March 2, 2002 dispatched a suicide bomber into the Beit Yisrael neighborhood of Jerusalem that murdered 11 Israelis including 4 children.
· Khalil Mohammed Abdullah Nawareh, who murdered an Israeli civilian in 2001; 
· Mamdoukh Akhsan Mohammed Wardiyan, a senior armed member of Hamas who participated in many shooting and bombing attacks against Israeli civilians; 
· Rami Kamel Eid Kamel, one of the main terrorists involved in shooting attacks and mortar fire directed against Israeli civilians in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Gilo.

The play also will not tell you about how Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat turned down an Israeli offer to make peace and establish a Palestinian state in 2000, followed by Palestinian terrorist groups launching an all-out war against Israeli civilians. It won’t depict the major surge of Palestinian terrorist attacks in March, 2002, when 120 Israelis, almost all civilians, were murdered in daily strikes on buses, restaurants, hotels, shops and homes. One of the worst of these massacres occurred on March 27, 2002 when a suicide bomber blew himself up in the Park Hotel in Netanya, which killed 30 and wounded 140 at a Passover Seder. Just a few days later, March 31, a suicide bomber blew up a Haifa restaurant, murdering 14 people and wounding 40.

This is why Israel launched Operation Defensive Shield, seeking to root out terrorists from cities in the West Bank, including Bethlehem. The operation became the subject of a major propaganda campaign by Palestinian leaders who claimed, for example, that Israeli forces “massacred” 500 Palestinian civilians in the city of Jenin. Later, investigations and reports by the United Nations, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Time magazine, and the BBC all concluded there was no massacre, that the number of casualties was ten times lower, and that most of those killed were terrorists. Unfortunately, “The Siege” is a continuation of this tradition of propaganda, which only serves the interests of anti-peace extremists.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As you take in this play, we hope you will consider the context. Had Palestinian leaders chosen peace with Israel and independence, rather than continued conflict and terrorism against Israeli civilians, the standoff in at the Church of the Nativity never would have happened. Instead of bringing Israelis and Palestinians together and building mutual understanding, “The Siege” only serves to push them further apart.



In Memoriam

Victims of Palestinian Terror March 2002

This list does not include the names of the 299 Israeli victims, almost entirely civilians, murdered in Palestinian terror attacks between September 27, 2000 to February 28, 2002, nor the over 1,200 other Israeli victims of terrorism since.
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