
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Stakeholder  
 
Welcome to the April 2019 edition of the Wildlife Licensing Newsletter. 
 
We hope you find it useful and welcome any feedback that you have. 
 
Please share the newsletter with any colleagues to whom it may be of interest. 
 
Anyone wishing to be added to or removed from the mailing list can contact us via 
wildlifenewsletter@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

Bat EPS mitigation licence A13, bat science and conservation licence A34 and bat 
mitigation class licence site registration CL21 charges 

 
In the February edition of the Wildlife Licensing Newsletter, we outlined the plan for the 
implementation of charges for bat licences (A13, A34 and CL21 site registration) in April 
2019.  This newsletter explains how charging will affect the licence application, 
assessment and issue process for the bat mitigation licence/site registration and the bat 
science and conservation licence when the latter is used for development-driven and 
filming projects.  This follows our previous newsletter (sent 11th March) which provided 
similar information for the dormouse mitigation licence (A35), for which charges are 
being implemented from 1st April.   
 
If you are seeking to make an application for an A35 dormouse licence after 1 April, and 
cannot identify the forms to support this on Gov.uk, please email 
eps.mitigation@naturalengland.org.uk and add the heading ‘Dormouse Licence 
Request’. We will return these forms to the email address you used. 

When will charging for bat licences start? 

Charging for these licences will start on Monday April 22nd 2019. All licence 
applications submitted on that date or later will be subject to charges on issue of the 
licence, unless they meet one of the charge exemption criteria set out below. 
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Which licences will be charged? 

Charges will apply to: bat EPS mitigation licence (A13); bat science and conservation 
licence (A34) where used for development or filming purposes; and bat mitigation class 
licence site registration (CL21).  

Licences and site registrations issued for certain purposes are exempt from charges.  
These are as follows: 

 

 householder home improvement projects, such as loft conversions, extensions, 
garages and conservatories or those not requiring any planning permission, for 
example under Generally Permitted Development; 
 

 preserving public health and safety; 

 preventing serious damage to property; 

 preventing the spread of disease; 

 science or education; 

 nature conservation; 

 historic building conservation; 

 conserving a bat roost(s) in situ. 

Note that for the bat EPS mitigation licence A13, the options at Application Form: 
Question 5(d) Project Category will be updated. It should be easier to find the relevant 
category for your project including householder home improvements. The ‘Other’ option 
has been removed. 

How much will my application cost? 

A less complex bat EPS mitigation licence (A13) will be charged at a fixed price of £500.  
For a more complex A13 application, there will be a variable charge based on an hourly 
rate of £101 (to the nearest quarter of an hour), plus a charge of £183 towards the cost 
of compliance monitoring.  The criteria for a complex application are outlined in the 
section below entitled “Charge Form for Bat Mitigation Licence A13”.  Any additional 
licence assessment work resulting from a Further Information Request (FIR) will also be 
charged at the hourly rate.   
 
A bat science and conservation licence used for development purposes (A34) will be 
subject to a variable charge based on an hourly rate of £101 (to the nearest quarter of 
an hour), plus a charge of £61 towards the cost of compliance monitoring. 
The bat mitigation class licence site registration (CL21) will be charged at a fixed price 
of £130. 
 
Where charges are based on an hourly rate, the invoiced amount will reflect the total 
time taken to assess the application. This will include the time taken for the initial and 
subsequent assessments if a Further Information Request is issued.  Modifications to 
these licences will also be charged for unless they are trivial in nature. VAT does not 
apply to licence charges. 
 

 



How can I found out which charges may apply to my application? 

The approach to assessing the licence charge for bat licences will be the same as for 
the dormouse mitigation licence A35. So that the applicant and the consultant ecologist 
can understand whether the application will be charged for, a Charge Form must be 
completed and submitted with the Application Form or Site Registration Form and any 
supporting material for every application, including those that meet one of the charge 
exemption criteria.  

Applications that do not have a Charge Form attached will not be validated. The 
application will therefore not be assessed until the Charge Form has been received by 
Natural England. 
 
The Charge Form will be found alongside the Application Form from 22nd April on the 
pages for the bat EPS mitigation licence A13, the bat science and conservation licence 
A34 and for registered consultants, the Huddle page for the bat mitigation class licence 
CL21.  Additional guidance on the completion of Application Forms in relation to 
charges is provided in Annex 1. 
 
The Charge Form will be structured so that it can be completed and submitted quickly 
for uncharged licences if any of the charge exemption criteria are met.   

Charge Form for Bat Mitigation licence A13  

An example of the Charge Form for a bat mitigation licence A13 is provided in Annex 2 
of this newsletter.  This licence has a wide list of options for charge exemptions and 
these can be found in Tables 1a and 1b of the Charge Form. Table 1a contains all the 
available exemptions apart from the bat roost conservation in situ, which is found in 
Table 1b. For more detail on this exemption, see Annex 1. 

For the bat EPS mitigation licence A13, the Charge Form will also be used to assess 
whether the licence falls under the fixed (£500) or variable (hourly charge) price 
category.  

To be charged the fixed price, the application must:  

 be a single-phase and single site development; and 

 not be in or near a Site of Special Scientific Interest; and 

 be one of the species and roost combinations stated.  

If the criteria for a fixed price licence is met, the remainder of the Form will not need to 
be completed and the Form can then be submitted with the Application Form.   

Application acknowledgment and confirmation of charge 

Natural England uses the acknowledgement email to inform you whether the application 
and supporting documents (Method Statement, Reasoned Statement or Project Plan) is 
valid or invalid. The acknowledgement email will also state whether Natural England 
agrees with your charge assessment in the Charge Form. 

Note that if you are using the bat EPS mitigation licence A13 and chose the 
‘Conservation of a bat roost in situ’ charge exemption, Natural England will confirm the 
charge assessment during the course of the licence determination. This is because this 
assessment must be confirmed through the consideration of the Method Statement. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bats-apply-for-a-mitigation-licence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bats-licence-to-disturb-or-take-bats-for-science-or-conservation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bats-licence-to-disturb-or-take-bats-for-science-or-conservation


If Natural England does not agree with the applicant’s charge assessment on the 
Charge Form, Natural England will ask for a revised Charge Form in the 
acknowledgement email. A revised Charge Form must be received within 10 working 
days of the acknowledgement email.  If Natural England has not received a valid charge 
form before completing assessment of the licence, Natural England will contact the 
applicant to provide two options before issue of the licence:   

 Applicants can withdraw the licence application; or  

 If a valid charge form is received, or we don’t receive further communication 
within 5 working days, we will issue the licence and highlight that the applicant 
will be invoiced in accordance with our terms and conditions.  

Natural England will assess the Charge Form against responses made on the 
Application Form and the Method Statement. The responses needed in the Application 
Form and Method Statement will be specified on the Charge Form. The Project Plan for 
a bat science and conservation licence may also be checked against the Charge Form. 

Price Indication 

Where a variable price applies, applicants can also use the Charge Form to request a 
Price Indication from Natural England. Natural England will provide a Price Indication 
within 15 working days of the date of the acknowledgement email. The Price Indication 
will be provided to help budget planning; it will state the price to the nearest day and is 
non-binding.  If the assessment time turns out to be different to the Price Indication, the 
amount invoiced will be that based on the actual assessment time. 

A Price Indication can be requested using the third section of the Form, by selecting the 
factors that apply to your application, with a text box for additional detail. Natural 
England may contact the consultant ecologist to discuss the request, so providing 
contact details will make this easier. Note that the Price Indication process is only to 
provide advice on the likely licence price. It is not an advice service for other aspects of 
an application. Natural England’s discretionary advice service and pre-submission 
screening service are available for the latter. 

Where a Price Indication is requested for an application using new licensing policy 
NLP4 (Reduced Survey Effort), the proposed use of the policy should be stated on the 
Charge Form.  More information on the use of NLP4 can be found in this news release. 

Invoicing and payment 

The invoice will be issued up to 10 days after the licence is issued. It will be sent by post 
to the person stated in the Invoicing Details. Details of how to pay will be found on the 
invoice. There are three payment options: bank transfer, credit or debit card by 
telephone and cheque. Payment terms are 28 days. 

If you have any questions on licence charges, please contact the project team at 
wildlifelicences@naturalengland.org.uk. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-licensing-policies-great-for-wildlife-great-for-business
mailto:wildlifelicences@naturalengland.org.uk


 

Annex 1: Additional guidance on completion of Application Forms and charge 
exemption criteria  

Bat EPS mitigation licence A13 

To be charged the fixed price, the application must:  

 be a single-phase and single site development; and 

 not be in or near a Site of Special Scientific Interest; and 

 be one of the species and roost combinations stated.  

The first two are marked *(mandatory) on the Charge Form. 

For example, a fixed price application made for a new housing development that will 

destroy a common pipistrelle day roost should select: 

 Application Form: Q5(c) (Legal) Purpose: ‘Imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial 
consequences of primary importance to the environment under Section 55(2)(e)’; 
and 

 Application Form: Q5(d) Project category : Housing (non-householder); and 

 Application Form Q5(e) Phased or multi-plot development; No; and 

 Application Form Q7(a) In or adjacent to a Designated Site: No; and 

 Application Form Q9 Species: common pipistrelle; and 

 Application Form Q9 Roost type affected: day roost. 

If the application is for the maintenance of a traditional farm building in Stewardship, 
Question 5(a) should quote the agreement number. 

Bat science and conservation licence A34 

This application form is used for both science and conservation projects solely driven by 
science, education and conservation aims and for development and filming projects, as 
no other suitable application exists. Charges will apply only where this licence is used 
for a development or filming project and subject to the exemptions outlined in the 
newsletter. In the Application Form, Question 5b (Main Aims) must state what the 
principal reason for the project is so that charged and uncharged applications can be 
identified. For example the name of the development (charged) or the details of the 
research project (uncharged) should be stated. Supporting evidence such as the 
research project funding source could be stated at Question 5b. 

Bat class mitigation licence site registration CL21 

Where a registration is form is submitted for a purpose which falls under one of the 
charge exemptions, this information should be included in the form as follows:   

Registrations should continue to select the appropriate Category of Works at Section A 
(5). 



For the householder home improvement charge exemption, Question 19(b) Type of 
consent should have ‘Householder planning consent’ selected.  

For the historic building charge exemption Question 21(b) Type of consent should have 
‘Listed building consent’ or ‘Scheduled monument consent’ selected.  

For the place of worship charge exemption, Q21b) Type of consent should have 
‘Faculty consent’ selected. For non-Anglican places of worship, select ‘Other place of 
worship consent’. 

For the conservation of a bat roost in situ charge exemption a new question has been 
added; Question 16(b) Roost dimensions, materials and access points be retained in 
the existing structure(s) should have ‘Yes’ selected. 

Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI) and Preserving Public 
Health and Safety 

Charges will apply to all applications made using the legal purpose “imperative reasons 
of overriding public interest (IROPI) including those of a social and economic nature and 
beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment under section 
55(2)(e)”, unless these are subject to the charge exemptions for householder or historic 
building projects. As noted on the Charge Form, applications made under both IROPI 
and ‘preserving public health or public safety, under section 55(2)(e)’ will be charged 
for.   

Applications made under the legal purpose of preserving public health and safety alone 
will be exempted from charges provided that the application demonstrates that there is 
imminent risk to the public if the works do not proceed promptly: 

Bat roost conservation in situ 

The best way of protecting a roost is to avoid impacts on the roost and its surroundings. 
Natural England is offering this charge exemption to encourage conserving roosts. This 
charge exemption applies to roosts where the roost is to be retained in the existing 
structure and will retain the large majority of its characteristics, i.e. the structure and 
materials will be kept essentially as they were pre-development. 

We expect that most roosts that will be conserved in situ will be roof roosts and will be 
exempt from charges under the householder home improvement or the historic building 
charge exemptions. These exemptions will be stated in Table 1a in the Charge Form 
that contains the other charge exemptions. 

However, where this is not the case, there is an additional charge exemption to 
encourage retention of roosts in situ. For the bat EPS mitigation licence A13, the criteria 
for this exemption are in Table 1b. For the bat mitigation class licence site registration, 
there is a new question (Q16(b)) in the registration form asking for confirmation that the 
roost is conserved in its pre-works state. It is expected that applications relating to 
smaller roosts will normally be made using the bat mitigation class licence site 
registration. 

Example of bat roost conservation in situ: 

For the conservation of a roof roost, the bricks, the large majority of the original timbers, 
slates or tiles would all be re-used. The roofing felt used would comply with the licence 
condition on the use of bat-friendly felt (bitumen Type 1F with hessian matrix). The roost 
sites, e.g. under the ridge tiles or in the gable wall, will be retained. The roof dimensions 
will be retained so pre-emergent flight areas are not made smaller. The same roost 



access points will be retained in the same positions. Other external factors such as 
lighting will not be altered or may be improved. If the roost is rebuilt as close to the 
original, the temperature and humidity should remain suitable for the roost. If all of the 
criteria are met, the charge exemption should be selected. 

If a site has multiple roosts and some will be retained in a modified state, this exemption 
will not apply. 

Roosts in other structures, for example, a bridge, may be suitable for this charge 
exemption. If you have an application in another type of structure that you may want to 
have considered under this charge exemption, please contact Natural England at 
eps.mitigation@naturalengland.org.uk to discuss the case. 

The ‘Judicious use’ purpose 

The bat mitigation licence Application Form contains the purpose ‘A purpose not 
specified in Regulation 55(2) that is consistent with Article 16(1)(e ) of the Habitats 
Directive, under Section 55(4).’. If you wish to use this purpose you should contact 
Natural England at eps.mitigation@naturalengland.org.uk to discuss your choice and 
whether a charge may apply. 

mailto:eps.mitigation@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:eps.mitigation@naturalengland.org.uk


 

Annex 2: Charge Form for Bat Mitigation licence A13  

See separate attachment 

 

 


