
Franche News 
Week Ending: 13th December 2019 

Theme:  Family 

It has been wonderful to see so many parents, carers and grandparents joining their children for 
the workshops and productions this year. We are proud to include a variety of opportunities for 
families to join their pupils to celebrate their children’s achievements this term. Whilst these are 
have not always been completely festive, we hope that they have given you a wonderful opportunity 
to spend time with your child and engage in their learning.  

It is with great sadness that we also need to share the news of a few members 
of staff who will be leaving us at Christmas. This includes Mrs Aikman who 
joined the Family of Franche 15 years ago. This means she worked at Franche 
First and Primary school. Many of you will know  Mrs Aikman as our Attendance 
officer however, she has taken on many roles during her time with us. Some 
parents may remember when Mrs Aikman was  a Teaching Assistant , a role 
that she embraced for many years. In this role Mrs Aikman worked with pupils 
primarily across Key Stage 2 before taking on the role of Attendance Officer 
for the whole school. Mrs Aikman has always been passionate about the pupils 
and families of Franche and she will be greatly missed. We would all like to 
wish her a very happy retirement– enjoy a well earned rest Mrs Aikman!   

Mrs Read has also made the decision to retire after over 30 years of dedicat-
ed service to the school. Mrs Read is a well loved lunch time supervisor whose 
knowledge, warmth and commitment to the school will be a great loss. Mrs 
Read came to the school as a pupil herself, her own children then came to the 
school and now her grandchildren attend. She really is a true member of the 
family of Franche and I know the children will be looking forward to seeing her 
on the playground collecting her grandchildren so they can hear all about her 
retirement. Happy retirement Mrs Read.  

 

Mrs McGowen has also decided to take on a new challenge at another school. She 
has been a real asset in Year 6, Year 3, lunch club and more recently 726 and she 
will be greatly missed. Her cheerful personality and endless enthusiasm has made 
her a much loved member of staff with the pupils and staff. Good luck Mrs McGow-
en—We will miss you! 

Attendance 
Attendance school target: 96% 
Actual School Attendance: 91.8% 

Best Classes of the Week:    

Rec/Year 1: – 1A with 93.3% 

Years 2-4:   4B with 98.5% 

Year 5-6: 5W with 99.6 %    

Best Year Band:   Year 6 with 94% 

 
Lates this week: 64, please help us reduce 
this.    

Lessons start at  08.40 

Don’t  forget to set those alarms ☺ 

Caught Being Good  
Totals 

409 

492 

185 

551 



 

Big Tots  

This week Big Tots have begun to write their letters to Santa, they have 
been working hard to practice their pencil grip and master scissor skills 
when cutting pictures of gifts they would like. They have thoroughly en-
joyed role-playing on Santa's sleigh, turn taking with friends when acting 
as Santa or a reindeer.  

 

Little  & Tiny Tots  

This week have been exploring how to make 
playdough snowmen, talking about facial fea-
tures, using carrots & sultanas as prompts.  
They have had so much fun using paint & glit-
ter to create Christmas decorations.               

 

Year Band News 



Year 1  

This week in Year 1 we have had lots of fun performing our 
Christmas play. I think you’ll all agree the children did a  
wonderful job and worked so hard! In Maths, we have been 
looking at 2D and 3D shapes, naming them and talking about 
their different properties. We have started making our 2020 
calendars, using painting techniques and colour mixing to  
create an African sunset.  

Reception  

A tangible air of anticipation takes us not only to the end of our 
topic ‘Where On Earth?’ but also one step closer to Christmas.  
Reception started the week with a very exciting ‘Elf Yourself’ video 
where the aliens sent us a fantastic Christmas video showing them 
dancing in a Winter Wonderland. The children have been working 
hard not only on seasonal crafts but on recapping numbers 1 to 10 
and a selection of 2D and 3D shapes.  Maybe they can teach you 
what they know?          
                            
Christmas has well and truly arrived here at Franche Reception! From decorations adorning 
many of our areas, to the sound of Christmas songs being rehearsed and the occasional sight-
ing of an alien, elf or child hurrying to dress rehearsals for the Christmas Nativity. The school 
is buzzing with excitement as I’m sure all of the parents are too. Only a few more days  to 
wait. 

Our Christmas Nativity – 16th and 17th December, we look forward to seeing you there! 

Year Band News 

Nursery:  

Nursery have been very busy this week with performing two Christ-
mas nativities and going on a trip to Little Owl Farm Park.  Going on 
a trip was a great adventure as for many of us 

have never been on a coach or on a small trip be-
fore. The children have also been getting into 

the festive spirit by decorating Christmas trees 
and being very creative at the art table to make some lovely Christ-

mas items.    

 

 

 

Madison K, in 3SB, has very kindly wanted to 
give presents to children who are struggling or 
who don't get much at Christmas time.  With 
her mum, she has worked extremely hard to 
spread messages and collect gifts ready 

to donate them to the charity HomeStart. This Friday she 
will be meeting the team and hand over her collection of 
donated gifts. 



 

 

 

 

ParentMail 

Don’t forget, ParentMail has arrived! Download the mobile app now 
(for free). ParentMail connects schools and parents, efficiently and reli-
ably using modern technology, making essential communications much sim-

pler for everyone.  

 

 

 

Don’t forget while you Christmas shop...   
You can fundraise for us! AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon 
with the same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.co.uk 

The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, Amazon will  
donate 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and  

shipping fees) from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.  



 
 

Year 4 

During our Science lessons this week, we have been learning about the  
different types of teeth and their functions. Ask your children about  
incisors, canines and molars and the actions we used to remember the 
job of each one. We have also started to look at digestion and what 
happens when we eat our food. In Mathematics, we have been learning 
about what happens to numbers when they are multiplied and divided by 
10 and 100. Thank you for your understanding regarding the trip to the care home. We will re-
organise this trip in the spring term when everyone is in better health. 

Year 5  

Year 5 have been learning about the illustration style of Marcus Sedgwick, 
who also wrote our topic book - Floodland. In Maths, we have been learning 
about finding the area and perimeter of compound shapes; whilst in guided 
reading, we have been developing our retrieval skills. Also this week, we have 
evaluated our recent science investigation on how we could make Zoe's water  
drinkable using the processes of filtering, sieving, evaporation and condensa-
tion.  

Year 6   
This week, Year 6 have begun to write their own diaries—as if they were sol-
diers in the trenches during WW1. They have focused on describing the set-
ting and using higher level punctuation as well as maintaining a chatty tone.  
In Maths, the children have continued their work on fractions by learning the 
Lowest  Common Multiple method to help them order and compare fractions 
with different denominators. In our reading sessions, we have continued to 
answer different types of retrieval questions on “War Horse “and look at new 
and ambitious language. ‘Apprehension’ and ‘consolation’ are examples of such 
words. During our Science lessons, the children have enjoyed learning about 
the Digestive System and why water essential for the body. Ask them what they can recall! 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a wonderfully festive week with their parent 
workshops. Thank you to those able to attend, it was great to 
see the children working alongside their adults. We were  
really impressed with the perseverance shown and hope you 
have found a suitable place to hang your Christmas wreaths. 
Also, this week, we have started to write our own set of  
instructions informing everyone of how to make our story 
sticks. In Geography, we have identified physical and human 
features of America and located these on a map. To help us, 
we used the atlases and applied our knowledge of compass 
points.  

Year 2 

This week, the Christmas workshops took place. The children 
worked alongside their adults to create Peruvian Christmas decora-
tions. We were very impressed by the variety of colours and styles 

achieved. The children had also baked short-
bread for the workshops and with your kind gen-
erosity, the children have raised around £40 
that will be used to fund Year 2’s Christmas par-
ty, next week.  

Thank you.  



Congratulations to the following children for  

completing their Bronze passports: 

 

 

Bronze button badges shortage! 

Unfortunately, the company that provide Franche with their 

passport badges will not be able to deliver any badges to the 

school until mid January 2020. SLT will keep a list of those  

children who have completed their bronze passport and will  

ensure they receive these as soon as possible.  

Thank you for your understanding.   

 
 

Can we kindly request to all who park in the roads out-
side the school that you are respectful to neighbours 

and do not leave litter, do not park inconsiderately and 
if arriving early please switch off engines! 

Thank you 

Reception  

Seb W 

Roscoe B 

Josie G 

Darcie G 

Hugo S 

Kayla S 

Chloe S 

Year 2 

Summer H 

Corey G 

Year 3 

Beau E-H 

Kieran H 

Bella W 

Yasmine H 

Year 4 

Amelia G 

Noah H 

Louie P 

Devon S-S 

Dion-Lee B 

Joshua C 

Isabelle M 

Alfie C 

Year 6 

Millie N 



Tots 

Tiny Tots:   Theo M                   

Little Tots: Wilf M, Leo W 

Big Tots:   Amelia C 

Frankie  B            

 

 

 

 

Reception  

RLB: Mason-Lee C 

RSL: Odin R 

RBF: Amelia J 

RCL: Bella-Rose H 

Year 1 
1A: Cienna M 

1C: Lily-Rose O’B 
1D: Molly W 

1J: Isla M 
 
 

Year 2 
2CH: Elise C 

2W: Imogen G 
2SH: Cameron McL  

2L: Maddison M  

 
 

Year 3 
3C:  Simarpreet B 

3H: Samuel H 

3P: Corey B 

3SB: Mia H 

 

Congratulations to all our wonderful  

Stars of the Week! 

Year 4   

4S: Kaidyn P 

4B: Brynn J 

4EP: Oliver H 

4M: William A  

 

 

Year 5  

5P: Jessica B 

5T: Ava C 

5E: Charlie L 

5W: Ella T 

 

 

Year 6 

6G: Ellis-Paige M 

6H: Erik M 

6M:  Florence P 

6R: Ethan F 

 

 

Headteacher’s Award 
Year 3:  Freddie S 

Year 4:  Amber R 

Year 5:  Lillyella B 

Year 6:  Katie C 

 

Reception:  Pippa S 

Year 1:  Jessie J 

Year 2: Toby T 





Seasonal Netiquette: New parenting rules for 
screen time and tech when families gather 

The festive season can be a social minefield, made all the more complex by an 
ever-increasing number of digital devices.   

iPads for dinner?  
It depends on what kind of a meal you all want. If you have 
young children and want them to sit around an extended 
family table for long periods of time, you need to be pre-
pared to keep them entertained. If you want to relax and 
switch off, then it might be that watching Peppa Pig on a 
tablet is the easiest option for all involved.  

In the spirit of fairness, aim to reach a consensus with other 
parents and dinner guests at the table first, so that the same rules apply to everyone.  

If you decide that digital technology is off-limits for the occasion, then ensure that you come 
armed with ideas for table games, crayons and stickers, to keep the younger ones entertained / 

Make sure any games and tech gifts you give are age-
appropriate  

If you are giving computer games as Christmas presents make sure you check the PEGI ratings. 
There is a lot of Virtual Reality gear doing the rounds this Christmas too – be aware that there 
is an upper age limit of 13 for most headsets. 

Tis the season to be a thoughtful ‘shareant’ 
That picture of your little nephew wrapped in tinsel may be adorable – but check before you 
post on social media. His parents might have a different view on posting images of their  
children than you do. 
 
Older children may also have their own views on whether they want awkward images of 
them in ill-fitting Xmas sweaters splashed all over their Facebook wall. 
 
If you are part of a blended family and some of your children are staying with the other  
parent, also be mindful about posting any family snaps that might make them feel excluded 

Pay attention to the people you are with  
It can be tempting to spend even more time on social media over the Christmas period –  
posting images of comedy Christmas presents, wobbly trees and woefully undercooked turkeys 
– but guests could get upset if you are constantly checking devices rather than engaging with 
them, so save the postings for quieter times when you are alone. And, as an adult, it’s very  
difficult to tell children to cut down their device use if you’re constantly checking your phone 
yourself  



Well done to in Kaidyn P in 4S 

for being our top Franche speller!  

Top class was 4S 

Well done to 4B for having  

97% active players! 

 



 

 Dates for your Diary: 

Date Time Event Location 
Mon 16th Dec 9am Reception Christmas Production  Lower School Hall 

Tues 17th Dec 9am Reception Christmas Production  Lower School Hall 

Tues 17th Dec 6.00 - 7.00pm Christmas Concert Upper School Hall 

Weds 18th Dec Lunchtime Christmas Lunch  

Christmas Jumper Day  with 
school uniform  

Lower/Upper Hall 

Fri 20th Dec 9am/ 1.30pm Panto (funded by the PTA) Lower/Upper Hall 

Fri 20th Dec 4.30 - 5.30pm TOTs Christmas Workshop Lower School Hall  

 

Don’t forget to wear your 

Christmas jumper on  

Wednesday  

18th December!  

(School uniform still required) 

Non-uniform days: Thurs 19th and Fri 20th Dec 


