Our Impact
2017 - 2019

Our Vision...

is a world in which every child grows up within a safe, nurturing
family and has a positive future.

Our Mission...

Protect children in crisis by keeping them in families and
eliminating the risk of abandonment or trafficking.
Prevent the separation of families and support them to lift
themselves out of poverty.
Educate to empower vulnerable families to unlock potential,
promote gender equality and create change for future
generations.
Reintegrate children from orphanages and trafficking survivors
into family-based care.
Collaborate with local partners to strengthen communities to
create solutions for themselves.

Our Cover Story...
Think Pink Sri Lanka offers safe journeys to
women and children in highly visible pink taxis,
driven by single parent mums, the very first
female taxi drivers in Southern Sri Lanka.
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Our Founders

Mary and Graham
having fun with
children at our
afterschool English
club in Sri Lanka
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In 2019 we celebrate 15
years! For the charity
there is much to celebrate.
For us, this means 15 years
without our only daughter
Rosie May. We take huge
comfort knowing that her
legacy lives on through
the lives of so many
children and has given
them a future, one that
she was denied.
Over the last two years we have
experienced transformational
growth, and we are so very proud of
the many firsts we have achieved.
We trained our first ten female
taxi drivers in Sri Lanka to drive our
Think Pink Tuk Tuks keeping over
900 women and girls safe. We seed
funded our first pre-school giving 30
children from first generations access
to free early year’s education. We are
supporting the first 180 women and
girls who are survivors of trafficking
in a new partnership with ASHA
Nepal. We worked with SAHAS Nepal
to support our first female farming
group so that mums can feed their
families and sell cash crops. We
delivered our first year of free school
meals to children at our primary
school rebuild in partnership with
SAHAS Nepal. Our first Strictly Rosie
May events have raised a fantastic

£30,000 and 30 fabulous people
have learnt to dance! The Rosie May
Ball raised £58,000 on the night
another first! Finally, we were able to
fundraise our first magical £1 million!
Each of these firsts mean that
thousands of children have been kept
in safe loving families - babies and
children who might have otherwise
suffered the consequences of being
abandoned, trafficked or placed in
orphanages; Their destiny would most
likely be a life of neglect, poverty,
abuse and never knowing the love of
their mother. The work we do is only
possible because of you... You are the
ones who have protected children
in some of the remotest parts of the
world and given them the future they
deserve. For that we thank you.

Our Impact so far...

12 PINK TUK TUKS
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Project Hope

Nayana’s Story
When my husband died of a sudden
heart attack, I struggled for existence
with my 5 children.
I came into enormous financial difficulty.
I had to bring up my children at whatever
cost and I didn’t know how to begin my
life again. We had no running water and
with my little education, I couldn’t find
employment to get back on my feet.
I could see no future for myself or my
children. When I thought I was helpless,
a midwife at a local clinic referred me to
the Rosie May Foundation. They helped
me to get running water into my home

Our Impact
Direct family support for 126 single parents
at risk of abandoning their children tailored
to their individual needs, to keep families
together.
Educational resources for 256 adults and
children.

Positive parenting courses for 800 parents.
Income generation skills training and
business start-ups for 370 parents, driving,
English, incense stick making, cookery,
textiles and entrepreneurial development.
Self-help/savings groups for 120 mums

and provided me with food vouchers,
beds, mosquito nets and skills training.
With training in incense stick making,
I set up my own business selling sticks
to shops and neighbours. Business is
booming! I finally have an income to
provide for my children. With training
in home gardening, I also grow my own
food which saves me lots of money.
I am now learning how I can invest in my
business to improve it, by being part of
the Project Hope self-help and savings
group with other single mums.

“Our aim is to give a hand
up, not a hand out.”

Think Pink Sri Lanka

12 PINK TUK TUKS
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Disna’s Story
Disna is one of the first Think Pink
taxi drivers in Sri Lanka. When Disna’s
husband was killed in an accident
she was left with no income and five
daughters to care for. Less than two
years ago, she was close to despair.
When the police told me my husband
was dead I could not believe it. I did not
know how I would be able to look after
my five girls. I was desperate. This was
when I thought it would be better to take
my own life. This would have been my
destiny if it were not for Project Hope.

Our Impact
Driver training for 12 single mums to
give them a sustainable income.
Personal safety for 900+ women and
children, especially girls.

Breaking cultural bariers by training

women in a male dominated
profession.

Increased digital inclusion for drivers
through use of smart phones.

Increased productivity for mums who
no longer have to chaperone their
daughters to school.

Disna is one of our first mums to learn to
drive through Project Hope and is now
providing regular school runs for children
which gives her a robust income. As Disna
lives in a tourist area, she is attending our
free English lessons to be able to offer
her taxi to local tourists and increase her
earning potential.
Disna is a member of one of our savings
groups with the other taxi driver mums
and now has her first bank account.
Most recently she has signed up with
PickMe who we are partnered with to
increase her work and safety by accepting
bookings through app hailing.

Women driving for womenHighly visible Pink taxis provide
safe journeys for women and
children, especially girls.

90%

Over
of
women in Sri Lanka
have experienced
sexual
harassment
on public
transport.
(UNFPA, 2016)
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Unlocking Potential

It is a fact that without education,
it is impossible to break the cycle of
poverty.
At Project Hope in Sri Lanka, we
empower children through education, to
give them a voice and a choice in their
own future. 2017 saw the establishment
of the Rosie May Preschool, which
provides 30 children from low income
families with a free early year’s education.
Most are the first in their families to
receive a preschool education. All
children also receive a nutritious school
dinner every day, to ensure no child goes
to bed hungry. We also established the
Project Hope After School English Club

Our Impact
Free early year’s education and nutritious
meals for 60 children at the Rosie May

Preschool.

Project Hope after school club 200 children
enrolled and participating in Christmas,
Children’s Day and New Year showcases.
Reduced inequalities by increasing access to
education and improving spoken English.

Child rights education for 36 adolescents.
School bags and uniforms for 260 children to
start the new term.

in 2017, an interactive English class for
children from low income families. In
2018, attendance at the Club significantly
increased, with over 200 children now
enrolled.
We have been blown away by the
popularity of the classes and we doubled
their frequency to meet demand. The
Club improves children’s confidence and
increases their fluency in spoken English
to help them reach their potential in
education and employment.
We have ensured that children from low
income families have access to school
uniforms and resources so that no child
misses out on school due to poverty.
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The Gif t Of Sight

Giving the gift of sight has
transformed lives of grandparents in
our community who can now help to
care for their grandchildren so that
parents can work.
Working together with the Foundation
for the Improvement of Sight and Health,
we set up an eye camp at our local
temple. The specialist team gave their
time and skills voluntarily to screen 480
children and elders over a weekend.
Cataract surgery was needed for 60
elders who could barely see their hand
in front of their face. These life changing
operations which can only be accessed
privately, were carried out free of charge
for low income families in our local
community.

Our Impact
Eye Screening camp for 480 adults and

children.

360 pairs of spectacles prescribed to
correct visual impairment.
60 surgical operations delivered to
remove cataracts and give the gift of
sight.
Reduced inequality in visual impairment
between high and low income groups
through accessible surgery.

Rosie May Home

“Empowering girls through
a quality education”
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The Rosie May Home is a small family
home which reunites sisters and
reintegrates girls with their families
wherever possible.
Over 80% of girls have at least one living
parent or relative who mostly live in
poverty. But poverty does not mean that
parents do not love and do not want their
children. Poverty means that they may
not have the support to provide for their
children, during their time of crisis.
Our strategy is to ensure that girls can
return home as soon as possible. As a
result, 59% of girls have stayed at the
Rosie May home for 3 years or less.

The story of three sisters
“Seeing the close bond between the
three sisters, it’s hard to believe that they
were separated. When their parent’s
marriage broke down, the three sisters
were split up and sent to different
children’s homes, left to survive without
the love and security of a family. At the
Rosie May home, they were reunited
and looked forward to going home to
stay with their mum during the school
holidays. After three years, the girls were
able to go home and be together as a
family.”

Av. length of stay for girls in the home:
19%

Our Impact
Reunited with families - 48 girls have been
able to return home from the Rosie May
home.
Bonds with parents maintained - 70% of girls
are able to go home to parents or extended
family during the school holidays.

Empowering through education - 100% of

girls attend local schools and benefit from
afterschool classes in English, Maths, IT and
dance.

Providing new experiences - girls benefit

from fun and exciting trips to experience new
environments. The beach is their favourite!

59%

22%
0-3 Years
4-7 Years
8+ Years

Rebuild Nepal

26,900
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Lapka’s Story
Before the earthquake, I loved
learning at school with my friends.
My school collapsed on a Saturday
which is the only day I don’t go to
school, so I was not hurt.
After a long time, our school was
rebuilt. I was excited to go back and
be with my friends, but my mum was
scared to send me in case there was
another earthquake. When she knew
the other parents were sending their
children back, she was happy, and
allowed me to go back too. Now I go
to school every day and sometimes
my mum comes with me to help
in the school kitchen. I never miss

Our Impact
Rebuild of an earthquake resilient
primary school - 25 children enrolled

and regularly attending.

Increased attendance by 60%
13,700 nutritional school meals

given to childen over 2 years with
a plastic greenhouse to grow fresh
vegetables.

Improved personal hygiene through
solar heated showers, gendered
toilets, clean water and new school
uniforms.

a day at school because I get a hot
dinner every day and I can have a hot
shower and brush my teeth before
my lessons. Now my tummy doesn’t
rumble when I go to bed. My teacher
says I am doing very well at school
because I come every day.
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Female Farmers

21

Phuli’s Story
Before I joined the farming group,
we were hungry, walked miles for
dirty water and survived on little
more than corn. To make ends meet,
I made alcohol over an open fire. The
smoke made me cough and wheeze.
I sold it on the black market and lived
everyday in fear that the police would
take me away.
I joined a group of other women farmers
in the village. We were exhausted
and ready for change. We pooled our
resources and a local NGO, SAHAS Nepal,

Our Impact
Safe drinking water for 200 people by

delivering a 32 000 litre water tank for
piped water directly to homes, public
buildings and land.

24 plastic green houses providing

covered, irrigated land for growing crops.

Food security and economic
empowerment for 21 female farmers and
their families.

Community centre to sell cash crops,
boost incomes and promote social
cohesion for farming families.

together with the Rosie May Foundation,
matched our labour and resources to
help us build a water tank, a piping
system and plastic houses for the village.
With these, I now have a bountiful supply
of nutritious vegetables. My children
never go to bed hungry and I have a
steady income selling my crops.
I saved enough to buy a cow; I sell
her milk and her manure feeds my
vegetables! My water tap provides safe
water for my children and cow to drink
and bathe. My friends and family use it
too. Finally, my children are happy and
healthy; I am respected in the village and
I am not afraid to hold my head high.

One Light One Child

“Imagine a world without light,
in which children can’t see to do
their homework because they
have no electricity…”
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Lawrence and
Binsa’s Story
We spent a fun session at Plumtree
School building the solar lights using
instructions and a screwdriver! I
knew it would definitely help the
schoolchild who received mine, to be
able to use it to do their homework
without having to sit close to an
open fire which I can’t imagine, but it
sounds very dangerous.
Binsa is thankful for her solar light,
before she had her light, Binsa would
sit close to the open fire to do her
homework at night. Sparks from the
fire would burn her skin. Sometimes,
there would not be enough wood to
make a fire so Binsa could not see to
do any homework at all. Now, thanks
to her new light, Binsa cannot wait to
get home and read her school books
every night!

Our Impact
Improvements in children’s reading
more children are asking their
teachers for books to take home!

Increased educational attainment
demonstrated through improved
exam results.

Safety for families in the home by
reducing reliance on dangerous
biomass fuels and fires for light.
Reduced energy poverty 8 hours of
light energy stored from 8 hours of
daylight.
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Preventing Trafficking

We have been awarded a grant from
the Small Charities Challenge Fund,
the Department for International
Development (DFID) supporting
charities to achieve sustained poverty
reduction and Global Goals.
Working in partnership with ASHA Nepal,
‘Keeping Families in the Community’
is funded with UK aid from the British
people. It aims to re-integrate women
and children, who are survivors of
trafficking into families. It prevents the
most vulnerable from being trafficked
again, by strengthening families in the
community through direct, practical
support.

Our Impact
Keeping children in families and out of

the hands of traffickers by supporting
180 women and children.

Individualised family support includes:
housing, food, medical help and
counselling.
Access to education, career counselling,
vocational training and employment.
Community inclusion through youth clubs
and creative therapies to nurture safe
environments.

“Human trafficking is a horrific crime
which affects the most vulnerable in
society. I’m proud UK aid is supporting
the Rosie May Foundation to help
protect survivors and support them in
finding a new, safer and happier life”
- Penny Mordaunt, International
Development Secretary.

This project
in Nepal is
supported with
UK aid from the
UK Government.
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Rosie May Australia

We would like to thank our Australian
sponsors of projects in Sri Lanka and
Nepal for their continued support.
Yoga fundraising retreats were hosted
in both years with Australian yogis. They
not only have the opportunity to visit Sri
Lanka and experience the culture, but
are also able to visit our projects and see
first hand what their financial support is
achieving.
The 2018 Rosie May Foundation Golf
Day was held at the world renowned
Brookwater Golf & Country Club and
was a sell-out! Many teams themed
themselves and former Australian cricket
captain, Allan Border (A.B) and his wife,

Jane, joined us on the day. It was kept at
a fun level with numerous ‘novelty’ holes,
focused on securing further donations
from the players (all of whom gave very
generously).
Since its inception in 2004, the Australian
chapter of the Rosie May Foundation has
operated under the charity registration of
the UK parent entity. The RMF Trustees
recently supported a proposal for RMFAustralia to undergo local registration
with the Australian Charities & Not For
Profits Commission. This process will
be followed with an application for
Deductible Gift Recipients recognition.

- Jenny and Don Murray, trustees.

Supporter St or y
What Christmas present will I give my
family? Following our visit to Sri Lanka
in 2017 with the Rosie May Foundation
Yoga Retreat, the decision was made
a lot easier. By seeing first hand, what
the team at the Rosie May Foundation
are doing to improve the lives of many
Sri Lankan women and their families,
we wanted to support their endeavours.
With no hesitation, we decided that the
Christmas gift to our children would be
the donation of a Tuk Tuk to the Rosie
May Foundation’s ‘Project Hope’. Our
children were delighted to feel they were
giving to people something that will help
change their lives.
- Joy and Michael Hume, Brisbane
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Volunteering

Helen’s Story
I am a clinical development scientist
in pharmaceuticals. When I met Mary
and Graham, I was so inspired by the
work they do that I took a sabbatical to
volunteer my skills in Sri Lanka.
In addition to helping the children learn
English, I worked on improving project
sustainability by upscaling the Rosie
May Shop, Project Hope Cookery School
and ‘Think Pink Sri Lanka’ and making
recommendations for improving overall
project management.

Volunteer with us
At events greet guests, marshall, run
stalls, set up and close down.

In our office administration, supporting
fundraising team, graphic design,
branding and marketing.

In Sri Lanka and Nepal offer professional
experience teaching, research, project
management.

As an intern both in the UK and
internationally.
The 30+ placements we have offered
are worth over £12,000 in social value
(Social Value Portal, 2018).

“With 40 years experience
in social work I am delighted to use my
knowledge and skills to help develop
child protection policies and assist in bid
writing. I feel I use my free time for a
great cause!”
- Michael, Retired Social Worker

“I enjoy volunteering because I like to
think that I’m helping children that
don’t have as much as me”
- Lawrence, Plumtree Primary school student

“Through my internship
launching the Rosie May Shop, I have
helped single mums earn an income in
Sri Lanka and gained valuable work
experience to kickstart my career”
- Mishka, Undergraduate, NTU

Fantastic Fundraising

A snapshot of some of
our fundraising
In 2017 and 2018, we were
able to diversify our sources
of income.
We were awarded multiple
grants from a number
of charitable trust funds
and are honoured to have
recieved donations from
generous supporters who
left us a gift in their will.
Thank you. The impact we
are making is only possible
because of you.

3%

10%
10%
59%

Events & Donations
Sponsorships
Legacies
Bids/Grants
Gift Aid
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18%

Charlotte, Jessica & Julie
Rough Renegade 5K
1st April 2017

Millie Pick & Friends
Carol Singing
December 2017

£145
£2,935
£3,245
£52

Strictly Rosie May
at Kelham Hall
March 2018

£10,000

Rosie May Midsummer Ball
at Lakeside Belvoir Castle
June 2018

£54,000

Belvoir Blast
Bike Ride
September 2018

£2,691

Carnarvon Primary School
Christmas Campaign
November 2018

£421

Polly Moss living on £1 a day
for 10 days
December 2018

£340
£1,260

Rosie May Picnic Tea
at Belvoir Castle
7th May 2017
Sri Lankan Flood
Relief Campaign
May-July 2017

Donations, not gifts please;
Joy’s 60th Birthday Party
January 2019

Fundraising Spotlight

“

The support I got from Jane, Emma and Mary was
invaluable throughout my training. They were my
biggest supporters and cheerleaders, and made the run
up to the marathon go much smoother than marathon
training normally goes! The advice they offered during
my fundraising ensured that I was able to smash my
target. What I gained from this experience cannot be
measured, and it is something I will never forget.
- 2018’s top fundraiser, Kelly Rouane,
raised £3,350.

The academy raised an
incredible £2,057.54 in 2018.

“

Mary and Graham Storrie
(Founders) were invited
to watch students from
the Musical Theatre High
Academy perform a fantastic
show highlighting young
talent.

£3,350

Thank You

Our Partners

Our Patrons

Justin Excell
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Group Manager Swiss Re.

Charlotte Gordon
West End Performer

Emma Manners
Duchess of Rutland

Geeta Pendse

Presenter/Reporter

Thank you! Our impact is only possible
because of your generous support.
•
•
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Air Conditioning Ltd
200 Degrees Coffee
2 Wheels and a Piece of Cake
Adec Innovations
AMJ Jewllers
Ash Accounting
AXJ Media
AX Supercars
Ayurva Traveller
BDN construction Ltd
Beermats Brewing
Bells & Beyond
Bingham Churches Together
Bingham Dry Cleaners
Bingham School of Dance
Blotts Country Club
Brakes
Brookwater Golf & Country Club
Burberry
Canarvon Primary School
Caroline Mcmanus School of Irish
Dance
Carolyn Deacock, Make-up Artist
Champions (UK) plc
Chartwell Green
Clarins Woman of the Year
Award
Cleo Lacey
Co-op Bingham
Cooks & Company
Drummond Golf, Australia
EG Entertainments
England Rugby
FarmEco
FHP Living
Flowers from Holland
Franklin & Sons LTD
Fuse Design
German Automotive
Gilchrist Educational Trust
Good Housekeeping
Hammond Property Services
Harper Recruitment Group
Hawthorn

•
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•
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•
•
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•
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•
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•
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•
•
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Highfields School
Hotpod yoga
Imagine Invites & Events
Invictus Communications
JL Fitness
Jo Beth floral design
Lexus
Lilac Theatre Dance
Lincoln Media Co.
Lorraine ITV
Loughborough Girls High School
M.C Autos
Marquee Mark Ltd
Meridian Leisure
Mixed Feelings
Motorpoint
Musical Theatre High
Newark Rotary
Nottingham Forest
Nottingham Girls High School
Notts County FC
Ovy Design
Pat Newman Memorial Trust
PickMe, Sri Lanka
Plough Inn at Normanton
Plumtree School
Premier Facilities Maintenance
Queensland X-Ray, Australia
Rattle & Roll Performance
Retail Assist
RJB Refrigeration
Rollo Academy of Performing
Arts
Rotary Southwell Trust Fund
Saffron Catering
Saga Charitable Trust
Scott Bader Commonwealth Ltd
Serendipitys Day Nursery
SkyBlue Designs
Slades Florist
Soal Glass & Windows Ltd
St. James Place Foundation
Starlight Dance
Stathern Primary School

•
•
•
•
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Steve Smailes Photography
Stratstone Landrover
Swinerton
TDX Group Ltd.
Texology
The Allan and Nesta Ferguson
Charitable Trust
The Clara E Burgess Charity
The Del La Rue Charitable
Trust
The Edith M Ellis Charitable
Trust
The Haramead Trust
The Strathspey Charitable
Trust
The W F Southall Trust
The White Dress Agency
The World of Belvoir
This Morning with Philip &
Holly
Travel Snob
Travelteer
Trent Bridge Nottingham
Tula Trust
UK Aid Direct
Vicuñha Textile
Water at Work & Home
Weavers Wine
Whittakers bar & restaurant
Willmott Dixson
Yeung Sing
Your Mind at Work

Our Trustees
•
•
•
•
•
•

Neil Price (Chair)
Helen Wells
Graham Storrie
John Elliot
Don Murray (Australia)
Jenny Murray (Australia)

Our Shop
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Stocking garments and
accessories beautifully
handmade by single parent
mothers in Sri Lanka, giving
them the opportunity to secure
a reliable and fair wage in order
to support their families and lift
them out of poverty.
Visit our Etsy store (etsy.com/
uk/shop/RosieMayShop)
where you’ll find our guilt-free
fashion pieces, and follow our
Instagram page (instagram.com/
rosiemayfoundation)for regular
updates on new products and
news on the project.

All images have been taken by the
Rosie May Foundation.
Names of children have been
anonymised.

Creating a living legacy for
Rosie May, aged 10

Give a child a future
rosiemay.com
UK Registered Charity No. 1113049

PO Box 9440, Nottingham, NG13 OWQ
Email: info@rosiemay.com

