
Florida School for
the Deaf & the Blind
Do More. Be More. Achieve More.

OSCAR OCUTO  
105th FSDB Commencement Presenter 
May 24, 2018

Oscar Ocuto is currently a doctoral candidate at Lamar University, having completed his coursework in their Deaf 
Studies & Deaf Education program. With plans to graduate in August 2019, his dissertation work is currently in the 
data analysis stage, focusing on the role of sign language in home language environments and how accessible sign 
language benefits development of critical thinking skills of deaf children.

A 1997 graduate of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (FSDB), Ocuto received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Secondary English and Education and a Master of Arts degree in Deaf Education from Gallaudet University. He is 
the founder of 512 Terps, a Deaf-owned sign language interpreting agency based in Austin, Texas, where he lives 
with his CODA children, Cameo (6) and Rocco (2).    

Ocuto focuses on doing more, being more, and achieving more through his personal and professional endeavors. 
One of his favorite quotes is from Sir Thomas Dewar— “The mind and parachute have one thing in common: Both 
function only when open.” Ocuto’s 2019 FSDB commencement address will touch on how FSDB graduates can 
transition into today’s fast-paced world with three key ingredients: an open mind, a solid work ethic, and a strong 
value of mentorship.

After graduation from Gallaudet University, Ocuto worked in sports and telecommunications marketing in the 
Washington, DC metro area specializing in client procurement and project development. He later saw an 
opportunity in deaf education and moved to Austin in 2009. At the Texas School for the Deaf, he taught courses in 
academic ASL as a first language as well as English Language Arts in the middle school department. His work in the 
classroom and desire to pursue a terminal degree led to the pursuit of full-time doctoral studies, which he has been 
doing since 2013.

In 2018, Ocuto decided to embark on an entrepreneurial venture with the founding of 512 Terps, a Deaf-owned 
sign language interpreting agency (“512” is the eponymous Austin area code). As a deaf consumer who had been 
living in Austin for almost ten years at the time, he found himself dissatisfied with the extreme variation in the 
quality of the communication experience across diverse contexts. He capitalized on the opportunity to improve the 
overall quality of communication services for deaf and hearing people. His focus with 512 Terps is building a brand 
that is consistent with a seamless communication experience for all parties involved, which hinges on curating a 
roster of interpreters who not only are qualified but also have the deaf consumer’s best interests at heart.

Oscar Ocuto extends heartfelt congratulations to the FSDB graduating classes of 2019 and wishes each graduate 
the best of luck as they begin the next chapter of their lives!

 
About FSDB 
The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind is a tuition-free state public school and outreach center available 
to eligible Pre-K and K-12 students who are deaf/hard of hearing, blind/visually impaired, or deafblind. At FSDB, 
students learn how to do more, be more, and achieve more, fulfilling our vision of preparing them for a lifetime of 
success. FSDB gratefully accepts private donations to support vital programs that directly benefit students and are 
not paid by state general revenue funds. For a campus tour or to inquire about eligibility for enrollment, contact FSDB 
Parent Services at 904-827-2212 voice or 904-201-4527 videophone. For more information, visit www.fsdbk12.org. 
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