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“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
Written by: Folliot Pierpoint in 1864  
Music by: Conrad Kocher, William Henry Monk 

Pictured below: Bath, England in autumn by Avon river  

Key verses: Ephesians 5:20, Psalms 17:7, Psalms 148:3  
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   Folliot Pierpoint was a hymnodist and poet. He was born in Bath, England and educated 

at Queen’s College Cambridge. Folliot was 29 when this was written. This hymn was 

originally a poem titled, “The Sacrifice of Praise”.  

   This hymn, along with a couple other hymns were written to illustrate the first article of 

The Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in God the Father, Maker of Heaven and Earth.”  

   The original refrain (the repeated line in each stanza), “Christ, our God to thee we raise/ 

this our sacrifice of praise” reflects the theology of the Lord’s supper, as sharing in Christ’s 

sacrifice.  

   Folliot’s inspiration for this hymn was said to be his view from his native town, Bath, 

England. It is said that as he would walk around and take in the beauty, he began to think 

about all of the gifts we have just in creation alone.  

Fun fact: This hymn was sung in 1994 Columbia pictures version of Little Woman 

   

  

Bible study questions: 

 

1. Read Galatians 2  

2. What do these verses say is the gift of God to the  believer?  

3. How is the gift better than any other gift? Be detailed.  

  

Personal reflections:  

1. When you recount your blessings, are you quicker to thank God for things than you 

are for the life and death of Jesus Christ? If so, why? 

2. Is it a sin to be thankful for created things?  

3. How can you keep any created thing from becoming an idol?  
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For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
 
 

1. For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

2. For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

3. For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony, linking sense to sound and sight; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

4. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

5. For thy church, that evermore lifteth holy hands above, 
offering up on every shore her pure sacrifice of love; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

6. For thyself, best Gift Divine, to the world so freely given, 
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
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