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Student organizers of this year’s Chinese New Year event stand alongside the presenters of the lion dance at the Student Center. PHOTO/ Nakeisha Reece

By M.A. RAHMAN

The first Chinese New
Year event to be celebrated
on campus in recent memo-
ry became a reality, courtesy
of the members of Brooklyn
College Table Tennis League
bringing a plethora of activ-
ities for students to join in.

Shanlin Li, a Chemistry
major and senior, iterated her
and her fellow club member’s
determination to make this
event become a reality before
they leave Brooklyn College.

“I noticed there was no
Chinese New Year event on
campus and I said “Well, we
have a lot of Asian students
here so why not do this our-
selves?” Li said promptly
detailing her months-long
organization of the event.

According to Brooklyn
College’s 2018 Fall semes-
ter ‘Enrollment Snapshot,’
over 18 percent of the stu-
dent makeup is Asian.

With funding assistance
from the Student, Activities,

Involvement Leadership
(SAIL) Center and coordi-
nation with the Pre-Dental
Society, BC Sustainability
Club, CLAS, ACA, and the
Chinese Student and Schol-
ars Association, organizers
were able arrange a myriad
of activities to be enjoy at
the Student’s Center along
with a lion dance on cam-
pus much to the surprise of
students in the afternoon.

The Student Center’s
nearly two floors worth of
room needed to be reserved
for students to enjoy the full
range of activities Li and
her peers had in mind: table
tennis, card games, a photo
booth, cotton candy, and the
much-appreciated karaoke.

When food was not the
main course of the distrac-
tion of the day, throngs
of students flocked to the
now dark and ornate Glen-
wood room, where sprin-
kled about were traditional
Chinese decorations and
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lanterns creating a particu-
lar atmosphere that added to
the casual karaoke singing.

Queenie Lin, a senior and
psychology major, was the
designated chaperone for
students singing karaoke.

“It’s quite great actually,
much better than I thought
it would have been... stu-
dents chose whatever songs
they wanted and they re-
ally support each other,
I havent really seen any
booing,” Lin said pleased.

“It was great, I really en-
joyedit.Igottosing one of my
tavorite songs,” said Lordy
Belance with a gleeful smile,
shortly after gaining the ap-
plause of students hearing
her sing “Born 'This Way.”

On the same floor at the
Jefferson lounge, a sub-
stantial space was occupied
by two table tennis tables.

Here, students could ei-
ther choose to try play on
one table, utilized by some of
the most stand out, experi-

enced, and determined play-
ers in the room, members
of the Table Tennis League
that with a certain preci-
sion, allowed them to serve
and strike back the tennis
ball in a mostly uninterrupt-
ed, fluid fashion frequently
captivating the observa-
tion of students passing by.

There was also another
table tennis table used by
another group with a gener-
ally more casual attitude for
playing involving much more
light-hearted fun as tennis
balls routinely flung right oft
the table right into a wall.

Alex Louise Pierre, a se-
nior, and film production
major expressed his enjoy-
ment of the occasion, citing
the pleasure he gets from
having an opportunity to
play table tennis, some-
thing he regularly does
with Table Tennis League.

To Pierre, the activity is a
kind of stress relief enabling
him to drift his focus off film

making while still on campus.

“It’s only been 20 minutes
since my last classes ended
and I got here but I'm already
enjoying it,” said Andrew
Porter, a transfer student, and
Music Composition major.

Although initially uncer-
tain of how the event would
have been received due to
the amount of time/resourc-
es spent planning it and the
pressure she felt following
much promotion of it, upon
reflection Li cited these
fears as factors that moti-
vated her to ensure students
enjoyed the celebration.

“Overall, I'm really glad
that we got to have the cel-
ebration and have that many
people celebrate Chinese
culture on campus before I
graduate,” Li said. “I think
it’s a good start and I hope we
can continue in the future.”
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BULLSPIT!
Bullspit! is a weekly satirical column by Brooklyn College comedian Ryan Gleason.

Parenting Advice From a Non-Parent

BY RYAN GLEASON

As T get older, I can
and do expect friends of
mine to tie the knot and
have children soon, not
necessarily in that order. Re-
cently I have been noticing
friends of mine having kids or
announcing that they and
their partners are expecting.
I am so incredibly happy for
them, I can't help but imag-
ine if my girlfriend and 1
were to have a child. I think
I would be an amazing fa-
ther despite never taking
care of a small child for more
than a few hours. Parent-
ing cant be THAT hard.

Here are some parent-
ing tips I assume make
sense and would not harm
or mentally scar your
childoren

1) Babies cannot drink
Mountain Dew, but if
you freeze the Moun-
tain Dew into a popsicle,
they totally can
sume it  that  way

2) Dogs are great com-
panions for babies,

con-

€S-

Parenting can’t be THAT hard. PHOTO/ Pixabay

pup and baby together,
their bond will be unbreak-
able.Butsellthedogwhen the
baby turns around one so the
little stinker knows about

loss and  disappoint-
ment early,. =~ Welcome
to the human race kid!

3) If your baby is rest-
less, put some breastmilk/
formula in your mouth,

swish it around and
swallow it. 'Then, blow
your hot milk breath

into their face. It will re-
mind the baby of what
it was like in the womb when
you/your partner got gas.

4) Watch movies and tele-
vision with full volume. The

baby’s ears need to adjust to
real-world sounds. Right now
they are so used to squishy
silence from inside the body,
they need to be intro-

duced to sirens, bells, rock
music, and utter chaos.

5) Never give your
baby a stuffed animal;

too easy to turn into a
dirty, crusty, drool filled
sponge. Give your baby
action figures with many
small and removable pieces.

6) Teach your child an-
other language so when
they are inevitably draft-
ed to the next world
wars, they have a fighting
chance at begging for mercy

from the enemies. It doesn’t
matter which language, I'm
sure our current president has
made enemies with everyone.

7) When giving your baby
abath, use dish soap to create
the most long-lasting and
buoyant bubbles
they have ever seen.

8) Dont, in any way,
give them wooden blocks.
Trees should not be
cut down from Mother
Earth’s surface for your dumb
baby’s enjoyment. Protect
the environment! Use plastic
b 1 o ¢ k s .

9) Put pillows every-
where. Babies are natu-
rally top heavy and fall
down all the time. And

despite it being hilari-
ous sometimes, there’s
only so many videos
of babies falling that

will fit on your phone. So
after the 5th or 6th time,
maybe baby proof the place.

10) This one isnt a
joke. VACCINATE
YOUR DAMN KID!

pecially if you raise a

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
John Hope Franklin Series
3:40 PM - 4:55 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Brooklyn College Library
Panel featuring Laylah Amattullah

Barrayn, a documentary photographer
based in New York City

Freedom Concert
5:05 PM - 6:05 PM
Don Buchwald Theater
Leonard & Claire Tow Center for
the Performing Arts
A concert presented in conjunction with
the History Department honoring
William Grant Still's The Lynched Him on
a Tree.

WEDNESDAY., FEBRUARY 27 &
FRIDAY, MARCH 1
Acting as If: Tips and Tricks to

Appear Confident

6:00 PM -9:30 PM /

1:15PM - 4:15 PM
1309 James Hall

Learn ways to become and exude a higher

level of confidence.

Winter Composers Concert
8:00 PM -9:00 PM
Don Buchwald Theater
Leonard & Claire Tow Center for
the Performing Arts

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Video Interview Prep By
Bloomberg (Collaboration with
Smooth-Talkers & NABA)
12:15 PM - 2:15 PM
5th Floor - Student Center

Gavin Lecture, Department of
Biology: Erich Jarvis
12:15 PM - 2:15 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Brooklyn College Library
Professor Jarvis’ research focuses broadly
on the molecular and genetic mechanisms
that underlie vocal learning.

SMOOTH-TALKERS: Public
Speaking / Interview Skills Club
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM
5th Floor - Student Center

SUNDAY. MARCH 3
Job Search 101 Workshop
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Brooklyn College Library

MONDAY, MARCH 4
UndocuAlly
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM
6th Floor - Student Center
The UndocuAlly training program is part
of larger organizing effort at Brooklyn
College to improve the experience of
undocumented and DACAmented
students on campus.

EVENTS LISTING

TUESDAY. MARCH 5
MSNBC Fireside Chat
12:15 PM - 1:30 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Brooklyn College Library
Meet two on-air broadcast journalists
from MSNBC as they discuss their career
paths and share valuable advice regarding
the media industry.

Info Session: Careers and In-
ternships in Cybersecurity
12:15PM - 2:15 PM
1309 James Hall

So you want to be a Doctor?
12:15 PM - 2:15 PM
6th Floor - Student Center
A panel on how a minor or dual major in
Religion can help you in your pursuit of a
career in medicine.

WGST: Beyond the Shooting:
Eleanor Gray Bumpurs, Identity
Politics and Community
Activism
2:15PM - 3:30 PM
5th Foor - Student Center
A lecture by Dr. Lashawn Harris.

Transmission: a performance by
Barbara Herr
5:00 PM -7:00 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Brooklyn College Library.
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United 4 Israel and the Two-State Solution

BY MARCUS AYALA

Israel and Palestine have
been fighting over the Mid-
dle Eastern land for decades
with no end insight. The two-
state solution was the main
topic in the “Vision of Peace”
event on campus last week.

One proposed solution for
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict is a two-state solution.
The two states tried to reach
an agreement as a part of the
solution on a border in 1967,
in vein. Israel didnt accept
Palestine’s offer. Diplomatic
efforts to reach a solution in-
cluded, 1991 Madrid Con-
ference, 1993 Oslo Accords,
2000 Camp David Summit,
2001 Taba negotiations,2002
Arab Peace Initiatives and
the 2013-2014 peace talks.

A person that has over
30 years of experience in
the Israeli government and
is a member of the execu-
tive and steering committee
of commanders for Israel’s
security is Rolly Gueron.

Gueron believes the two-
state solution will create a
more civil future. He said,
“I would love to see Isra-
el stretch to the Mediter-

The Road Not Taken

“Vision of Peace” focused on the two-state solution for Israel and Palestine. PHOTO/ Marcus Ayala

ranean.” He also sees it as
highly unlikely that any-
thing like that would hap-
pen anytime soon. He re-
fers to it as, “A pessimist is
an experienced optimist.”

Akmal Salimov of the
Biology Club and Brooklyn
College student was there
at the event and gave his
take. He believes the two-
state solution can work out.

Hebelieves both Israel and
Palestine could have a land
of their own under the same
government. According to
Salimov, “Both sides could
still exist among their own
people but still practice their
own religions and beliefs.”

Instead of  progress-
ing, Salimov believes the
Middle East is regress-

ing. “The tension has been

growing and the conflict
has been building up.”

He believes a reason for
this is the information the
media and prior genera-
tions pass along. “Palestin-
ian leaders use media to
show themselves as superi-
or as well as Israel,” he said.

Addie Abihzer who is
President of United 4 Isra-
el wants to see peace in the

future. She believes “You're
hurting people that want to
live the way you want to.”

She still thinks the two-
state solution would be a
start. “A two state solution
is necessary because two in-
dependent states serve the
best interest for both na-
tions.” She wants them to
unite and live in harmony,
still she realizes, “The idea of
two possible states can exist
‘united’ is foolish.”

“The optimist approach
to the whole situation is
that we can’t get peace we
can hope for at least a civ-
il coexistence,” she said. “It
could be far down this like
with the constant killings.
It’s still something that
would have to come from
both sides of the conflict.”

“The Palestinian govern-
ment needs to see and un-
derstand that it is in their
own interest to keep trade
alive with Israel,” Abihzer
said, “and Israel needs to
see that in order to main-
tain stability in the region
they need to be more patient
toward their neighbors.”

BC 1in the Know 2 Silences Political Post
After Sexism Was Called Out

BY ZAINAB IQBAL
BC in the Know 2 is a pri-

vate Facebook group where
Brooklyn College students
and faculty go to express
their concerns about campus,
job/internship opportunities,
and news related to the col-
lege. Last week, the NY Post
published a story about Ber-
nie Sanders, a candidate run-
ning for president in 2020.
'The story said Sanders might
be coming to Brooklyn Col-
lege to start his campaign.

Like what any campus re-
porter would do, I posted it
on the page. To note, posts
have to be approved. Three
hours later, I check the page
and another student’s Sand-
ers’ post was approved. And
then, so was mine. This is fine
because often, there are mul-
tiple posts of the same topic.

Anyway, students com-
mented on that post. But af-
ter a2 while, when sexism was
pointed out, comments were
turned off, only turned back
on a few hours later after
moderators were asked why.

One student said, “Don’t
you dare steal from my

friend, you twerp.” Brook-
lyn College chapter pres-
ident of Young Progres-
sives of America Corrinne
Greene, replied and said,
“Spread the Bernie love.”

A while later, the stu-
dent responded, “I wasnt
talking to you, darling.
I'm talking about he stole
my friends post especial-
ly when it’s already shared.”

Greene called him out
on his condescending com-
ment, saying, “Darling’
Sexism is alive and well.”

To note, “darling”is a con-
descending remark when it
is used in that context. It is
patronizing and it is arro-
gant. When it is used by ran-
dom men, it is used to make
woman feel “less than” them.

The student asks her if
“ma’am is OK,”and then asks
Greene to point out where
he was sexist. I then called
him out, to which another
student replied with a com-
ment that was even more
condescending than the first.

“Ladies, I don't think he
meant that in a ‘sexist’ or
‘condescending’ way. If it

bothers you, then you ei-
ther say ‘please don’t call me
that’ or just ignore it. Don't
try to ‘make a point’ with
that and move on,” he said.
But there was more. The
student included a screen-
shot of the definition of the
word “darling.” Four peo-
ple, including one of BC in
the Know 2’s moderators
Danielle Kogan, liked his
condescending  comment.

“I disagree that [his] com-
ment defended sexism,” she
told the Excelsior. “He ar-
ticulated his opinion well,
and answered the thread
in a way that seemed open
to discussion. I appreciate
that energy because it goes
a long way, so I liked it.”

“We have to have patience
with each other if we want
to learn to speak more con-
sciously, and at least [he] ac-
tively tried to start a discus-
sion,” she said. When asked
if she thinks she defended
sexism by liking a sexist
comment, she said, “I do not
believe I defended sexism.”

Kogan, a reporter for the

campus radio WBCR that

z

Ladies, | don't think he meant that in a

“sexist” or “condescending” way

If it bothers you, then you either say
“please don't call me that” or just

ignore it

Don’t try to “make a point” with that

and move on

8:56 AM @ 98%

Dictionary

darling
noun

used as an affectionate form of address to a
beloved pe 1, my darling.

+ a lovable or endearing pe
dariing.

+ aperson who is particularly popular with a
‘certain group: she is the darling of the media.
adjective [artributive
beloved: his darling wie.
- (in affected use) pretty; charming: & darfing iittie
box hat

©Old English déorfing (see dear, -ling).

O:

Screenshot taken from BC in the Know 2. PHOTO/ Facebook

also does newsletters and on-
line news stories, is a moder-
ator on a page where other
reporters from other campus
outlets go to get their sto-
ries out. She essentially has
the power to approve posts
and to disable comments.

To note, there are also

members of the CLAS stu-

dent government that are
moderators, such as Da-
vid Schykerynec, and some
from Greek clubs on cam-

pus. All of them have the

SEE “BC IN THE KNOW 2
SILENCES POLITICAL POST
AFTER SEXISM WAS CALLED
OuT,” 4
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CONT’D FROM “BC IN THE
KNOW 2 SILENCES
PoLITICAL POST AFTER
SEXISM WAS CALLED OuT,” 3

power to censor and ap-
prove posts they so choose.

When I asked Kogan if
she thinks that is fair, she
asked me if I asked mem-
bers of CLAS or Greek
organizations moderat-
ing the page if they also
thought it was fair. I did.

“For a Facebook page, I
feel it is as fair as it can pos-
sibly be at this moment,”
she said. “There’s obviously
no hard government system
the way there is with clubs
on campus. The people cur-
rently managing the page
without a doubt work active-
ly to establish an open space

»

for students to speak freely.

But if that were the case,
why were comments dis-
abled after sexism was
called out? Why werent
there any implications for
the students that were sex-
ist and defended sexism?

‘l wouldnt say noth-
ing happened. It’s likely a
message has been sent if he
hasnt been removed,” she
said. It is to note, that nei-
ther occurred right away.

When Kogan was asked
why she turned off the

comments for the Sand-
ers’ post, she said, “... the
[moderators| were over-

whelmed monitoring the
same discussion in multi-
ple threads. Shutting com-
ments off was supposed to
allow the discussion to con-

tinue in the earlier thread.”

Schykerynec agreed. He
said it wasn’t about silenc-
ing the students. “Mods
were moderating  essen-
tially the same discus-
sion in separate threads. It
was too much so someone
tried to limit the conver-
sation to a single thread.”

He noted that it “probably
wasn't the best idea and it
was discussed after the fact.”

When asked what he

would do if he saw a sex-

ist comment, he said,
“it depends on the con-
text of the comment.”

“Microaggressions vs bel-
ligerent vs outright incite-
ment of violence. It’s not
black and white so there’s
not gonna be a single an-
swer of what I would always

do in that situation,” he said.

“I'm not personally gon-
na kick someone out for, say
example, an insensitive joke
they shouldnt have made,”
he added when I asked him
what he would do if someone
made a racist, anti-Semitic
or Islamophobic comment.
“That’s different from saying
x people are good/bad at y
or x people love/hate y. And
that’s different from saying
we should do x to y people.”

According to  Noam
Swisa, an administrator of
the Facebook group, sexist
comments are not tolerated.

“We obviously don't sup-
port sexist comments but as
of right now, we acknowl-
edge that we have not yet
thought of a way to ensure
people who make said com-

ments dont continue to
do so,” Swisa said. “A lot of
things are done on a case by
case basis - our only “rule”
as of right now is that users
will be banned for inciting
violence, but we have ab-
solutely in the past banned
people for trolling or making
racist or sexist comments.”

“We do rely very heavi-
ly on members tagging us
or reporting the comment
though in order to enforce
that. We are working on
a more comprehensive set
of rules which will include
definitions for what is and
isn't a ban-able offense, what

»

warrants a Warning, etc.

Black Panther Party Resurrection

BY MARCUS AYALA

Former Black Panther
Party members held a “Black
Panther Party Resurrec-
tion” panel along with ex-
perts at Brooklyn College
Student Center detailing
the history and exploits of
the former political par-
ty in light of contempo-
rary systemic predicaments
African-Americans face.

Taking place on Thurs-
day, February 21st, the same
day that Malcolm X passed
away, organizers of the pan-
el from the Black History
Committee and Woman
of Color at Brooklyn Col-
lege iterated the decision
to hold such a panel on
that day is a deliberate one.

'The event, which saw for-
mer members of the Black
Panther Party and afore-
mentioned experts speak of
their personal experienc-
es relating to the BPP as
well as contributing factors
that they believed led to
the downfall of the party.

'This included the then-
head of the FBI, J. Edgar
Hoover’s alleging of the par-
ty to be ‘the greatest threat
to national security’ at the
time and subsequent at-
tempts to undermine them.

Shepard P. McDaniel was
a member of the Black Pan-
thers at age 19 in 1973. The
average age of a new mem-
ber was 17. He believes the
Black Panthers started get-
ting targeted in 1968. After
Martin Luther King died
the group started grow-
ing and the arrests began.

“There’s still real Panthers
in prison,” McDaniel asserts
referring to all the leaders the
FBI arrested over the years

The “Black Panther Party Resurrection” panel detailed the history and exploits of the former political party. PHOTO/ Marcus Ayala

that are still behind bars.

“They took our leaders
away from us,” McDaniel
continued aggravated, be-
fore proclaiming that despite
the parties ceased existence,
he still defiantly consid-
ers himself to be a Panther.

Like him, other members
said that they wanted to help
mold the next generation
yet wants them to be some-
thing different. “That was
then, this is now,” McDaniel
states emphasizing that or-
ganization is key to achiev-
ing greater goals, adding
“[there’s] nothing you can't
do if you organize and do it.”

Tarik J. Haskins was also
a member of the Black Pan-
thersandanalumnusofMed-
gar Evers College of CUNY.
He’s been in the struggle
for over 50 years expressing
that he was a member of

the Black Liberation Army.

He expressed that the
African-American
munity needs to learn how
to free themselves. Some
people in the community
pass down negative qual-
ities from past experienc-
es to the next generation.

Like McDaniels, Haskins
believes the key is the next
generation, and their role
should be to teach the
next generation to develop
self-confidence to believe in
themselvesand fighttogether.

A special guest of the
event was Cory Provost.
Provost is the District Lead-
er of the 58th Assembly
District, which includes
Flatbush. Provost has held
the title since 2012 and is a
Brooklyn College graduate.

Provost characterized
the meeting as being over-

com-

all informative. Stating an
important point he ob-
served, “most people don't
get involved until they have
a problem.” In his view, the
event underscored a vi-
tal goal he himself looks
to share on “how to be im-
pactful in your community.”

In attendance  were
Charlexia Rey, a BC student,
and Business Administra-
tion and Management major
who voiced her opinion on
the event saying that “it’s em-
powering to be among peo-
ple whove done so much.”

Relishing in what often
telt relatable and poignant
messages from the panel,
Rey in her own view states
“the knowledge they were
passing down was inspiring.”

With  the impressive
turnout from start to finish,
it’s easy to say the panel-

ists were getting their point
across to the rest of the next
generation as well as Rey.

Sharon Davis is the Vice
President of Woman of Col-
or and the NAACP clubs
and one of the organizers of
the event. Even being part
of many groups, this event
was still influential to her.
According to her she gained
even more knowledge she
could use for future experi-
ences, Davis notes that she
wanted to still “continue the
fight in our communities.”

The former members
likened themselves to hav-
ing ‘paved the way’ and
now believe it’s up to the
next generation to fight
for what they believe in.
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My Issue With College Gradlng Systems

BY EDMUND ZHEN

“I welcome to the world,
the graduating class of 2015.”
Like an explosion, an
eruption of cheers and
laughter shook the audito-
rium walls. The room start-
ed to rain black square caps
as endless waves of percus-
sive claps drowned out the
sounds of ecstatic students.
‘I did it,” I thought to my-
self. “I finally graduated.”
To this day, my mind is
emblazoned with the same
euphoric feeling when I rem-
inisce about that moment. I
remember the specific feel-
ing that vitalized me for what
was to come. Prior to my last
year in high school, my older
friends had described college
as one of the best things to
ever happen to them. From
experiencing  giddy
berant parties to receiving
a well-rounded education,
their description was surreal.
Being the young naive teen-
ager I was, I soaked in every
word and expected my col-
lege years to be a new epoch
in my life that would closely
resemble theirs. Fast forward
to today, I look back at the
years I've completed and can
only laugh at the stark differ-
ences in my initial expecta-
tions and my reality.
Discontent wouldn't be
the most fitting word to
describe my experiences,
but there were a few things

exu-

\?llllt 1 )L\I)jr

Students can get a more well-rounded education if they didn’t have to constantly worry about their GPA. PHOTO/ Flickr Creative Commons

I wish I'd done differently.
I wish I were a little more
daring. I wish I didn't co-
coon myself with people
within my own race for the
sake of comfort and safety. I
wish I didn't feel so obligat-
ed to make tactical decisions
to stay in my academic lane
and not explore other classes.

I am not saying Brook-
lyn College doesn't advocate
intellectual expansion, but I
find it extremely difficult to
pursue a well-rounded edu-
cation when I have to con-

stantly worry about my GPA

after getting one bad grade.
For example, if I took an
acting class only to discover
that I hate it, I would still
have to force myself to per-
form well in order to save my
GPA. But how come? Why
must I force myself to com-
prehend something so unin-
teresting that my quality of
work comes out mediocre?
Why can't I have an option
where the grading system for
the first two years is based on
either a pass or fail structure
that doesn’t affect our GPA?
Wouldn't  that  encour-
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age more students to step
out of their comfort zone?

In fact, I believe it would
give students some breath-
ing room and improve their
comprehension skills if they
knew that the consequences
of getting a mediocre grade
wont cripple them. In to-
day’s world, knowing multi-
ple skills is a must. Having
students exposed to differ-
ent fields not only introduc-
es them to new worlds and
ideas, but I also believe it
would allow departments
to receive more funding as
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more students would be ma-
joring/minoring in them.
But even so, I am aware that
this idea has its flaws. The
slippery interstices regard-
ing the mechanics of the
grading system as well as
the eternal political question
surrounding how to fund
this both pose problems.

Though I am not confi-
dent enough to state good
solutions where funding can
be acquired, I believe that if
people truly think in terms
of benefits for students,
breakthroughs will happen.
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BY MICHAEL CASTANEDA

A lot has been written
about Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and the effects it could
have on our future. Recently,
the topic has received more
coverage thanks to a three-
day symposium at MIT last
month. Discussions and rec-
ommendations on how Al
can be regulated through
new laws were some of the
central points made during
the conference. Unfortu-
nately, there were only a few
acknowledgments on how
Al works and the effects
it already has on our lives.
Because of that, I want to
concentrate on the exciting
aspects of theoretical Al,
which alternatively, is known
as Machine Learning (ML).

Machine Learning is the
process in which software’s
become  self-autonomous
through applications of algo-
rithms and statistics, allow-
ing them to recognize pat-
terns and make inferences.

Data is what software’s
rely on to grow. The more
data software’s ingest, the
more accurate its results
would be. Currently, we have
so much data in the world
that machines today are still
too far behind to ingest it
all. For example, someone
can write a machine learn-
ing process and put it out
into the internet and it will
set itself to learn. In fact,
this has been done many
times. If someone wants to
learn about speech, they can
set an ML process to listen
to talk radio. (Note: by this
stage, problems can arise be-
cause there is so much hate
on the internet and talk ra-
dio that ML processes have
learned racial bias. Also,
remember that some of
these processes will be used
to determining bank loans
and who might get arrested.
But we will return to that.)

The levels of sophisti-
cation of the training de-
termine how the ML will
learn, and there are many
different approaches to it.
Some have another process
that acts as a reinforcement
agent in the learning process,
whilst some are more of a
Black box effort. The gen-
eral theme is to take varying
levels of approximation and
hone it down to something
more concrete. That is called
Deep Learning, where it
correlates to another theme
called Neural Networks. The
goal of Neural Networks is

Machine Learning

There are many exciting aspects of machine learning. PHOTO/ Flickr Creative Commons

that it tries to map computer
processes as similar as possi-
ble to what our brains have.

But does it really achieve
that? No, and it doesn’t mat-
ter. Computers dont do
math the way we do. They
cant handle the symbol ma-
nipulations of Calculus, for
example. But with numerical
methods, computers do math
better than most people ex-
cept for maybe mathemati-
cal prodigies like Dr. Arthur
Benjamin. Given this, com-
puters have become really
good at recognizing shapes,
which makes self-driving
cars more of a reality. How-
ever, the context of it still pos-
es a challenge, which is key.

Without context,
chine learning can be a little
scary. If machine learning
systems can execute actions
without remorse or favors
the norm without context,
then not only are there pos-
sibilities of danger, but also a
very boring digital existence.

There have been machine
learning  algorithms that
identify people with dark-
er skin as a threat. 'This is
great if you are a white crim-

ma-

inal, but not so good if you
are Black, Indian, or a dark-
skinned Hispanic or Asian.

Also, it would be boring
because say I go down a rab-
bit hole of retro Jim Carrey
movies on Netflix, Deep
learning would type me and
never let me learn the genius
of Taylor Perry. I'll just be
watching dumb 90’s com-
edies for the rest of my life.
I admit I am exaggerating
here, but you get the point.

Who Is Using It?

The two big players are,
of course, the United States
and China. China uses ma-
chine learning to keep track
of every citizen of China
and possibly everyone they
can in the world. They keep
track of everything you do
and give you a score based
on how well you are behav-
ing as per the Communist
Party’s rules. If you are not
behaving as they think you
should, well, we don’t hear
too much from those people.

In the US, every per-
son is being digitally strip-
mined and US Companies
are making billions off of
it. Silicon Valley has con-

verted our lives into data in
its database. Every piece of
information about us from
our conversations, shopping
histories, our browser histo-
ries and if you let them, your
DNA is being run through
massive machine learn-
ing algorithms for purpos-
es that are unknown to us.

Technology is neither
good nor bad a lot of the
time, but how and what
it’s being used for is what
makes the difference. There
are many useful ways ML
has made our Google
searches better, and there
are many instances where I
would like to see improve-
ment. For one, when I type
“New” on my iPhone, why
won' it ever suggest “York™

Machine learning pro-
cesses can also be applied to
many other fields. When it
processes every type of can-
cer known, it can shed light
on a disease that might have
slipped through the cracks.

Levels of gun violence
can also be lowered because
it turns out that people who
commit these massacres have
similar credit card behaviors;

such as stockpiling guns and
ammo over a short period
of time by opening lots of
new credit cards to achieve
that. Credit companies
are aware of that behavior
but don’t report it, because
they are not required to.

Therefore, sensi-
ble laws are needed.

It is easy to anticipate
counterarguments - if com-
panies and governments are
to be limited in their use
of machine learning, then
our streets will not be safe,
companies earning will be
stymied, and human prog-
ress will be limited. Thus, it
is a good time to get ahead
of these curves before Fox
News starts a 24/7 propa-
ganda campaign against ma-
chine learning regulations.

The first thing to ask for
is a cogent disclose on how
your information is being
used and who owns the
data on your habits. What-
ever rewards points you get
at Duane Reade is certainly
not enough to let any busi-
ness entity the rights to
gain power over you, your
tamily, or your future family.
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“Happy Death Day 2U” Review

BY CARMEN SAFFIOTI

The sequel to the spunky
horror movie Happy Death
Day premiered on Thursday.
Amply titled Happy Death
Day 2U, the movie takes
off right where the first one
ended. Audience members
find out what is causing the
“loop” and get to explore an
alternate universe. Although
it is obvious that the writers
wanted to follow the same
steps as the first movie, with
twists and all, it comes out
pretty repetitive— making
the movie feel longer than
it actually is. On top of that,
like with the first movie, the
writers moralize the sto-
ry— however with this one
I found their moral logic to
be questionable. This made
it harder for me to root for
the main character as I could
see that she was going to
follow a path that I high-
ly disagreed with. Overall,
however, the writers did a
decent job of matching the
dark humor, intensity, and
plot twists of the last film—
making for a decent film
as far as horror movies go.

*Spoilers Ahead* One of
the most notable differenc-
es between the first movie
and the sequel is the genre

BY CARMEN SAFFIOTI

The much-anticipat-
ed Netflix Original Movie
“Velvet Buzzsaw” is a sharp
satire of the bourgeoisie
art world, but it is barely a
comedy. ‘The thriller hor-
ror is centered around the
lives of a famous art critics
Morf (Jake Gyllenhaal), Art
collector Rhodora (Rene
Russo), and her assistant
Josephina (Zawe Ashton).

Josephina stumbles upon
a dead unknown artist’s
apartment to find captivat-
ing paintings. While the
art world is amazed by this
discovery, they soon discover
the art has a sinister mind of
its own. There is no short-
age of violence in this movie
as many characters meet a
bloody end. However, that
is not my problem with
the film. “Velvet Buzzsaw”
brings up many different
critiques of the pretentious
art world, but fails to re-
solve the critiques with nu-
anced themes. Clearly, this
film believes it is deeper in
meaning than it actually is.

The acting in this film

“Happy Death Day 2U” comes out pretty repetitive, making the movie feel longer than it actually is.

PHOTO/ Universal Pictures

switch. The first movie did
not stray too far from a com-
edy/horror.  Happy Death
Day 2U, however, goes into
the science fiction genre. Its
revealed that what is caus-
ing the time loop is not
some spiritual cosmic force,
but Carter’s roommate Ry-
an’s science project. I am
unsure if I like this reve-
lation, but Tree, almost as

though she is unintendedly
speaking for the audience
voices her disappointment.

This new development
complicates the plot, which
is a big jump from the
first movie where the plot
and structure were pretty
straight forward. The focus
of the movie, which starts
off on Ryan, shifts to Tree.

And again, she has to relive

her birthday over and over
again. Perhaps the writ-
ers thought that audience
members would be amused
or nostalgic for this, but it
comes off as incredibly lazy
and boring— the writers did
not realize that no one is
nostalgic for a movie that
came out two years ago.

Tree, as a result of Ry-

an’s science experiment gets

“Velvet Buzzsaw” Review

“Velvet Buzzsaw” is not Dan Gilroy’s directorial debut, but it leaves much to be desired. PHOTO/ Netflix

ranges from brilliantly ab-
surd, like Jake Gyllenhaal
in most of his films, to awk-
ward and almost cringe wor-
thy. The most memorable
performances were done by
Zawe Ashton as Josephi-
na and Jake Gyllenhaal as
Morf. Both of these charac-
ters were in an intense and
strange romantic relation-

ship, Jake Gyllenhaal did an

excellent job of portraying a
man, who identified as gay,
falling in love with a woman.
This strange occurrence pro-
voked intense confusion in
Morf and his confliction was
portrayed with nuance. Jo-
sephina, on the other hand,
goes from being an insecure
assistant who is in love to
being an aloof top player in
the art world. Zawe Ashton

plays this part pretty well, al-
beit with some awkwardness.

Between the first and sec-
ond half of the film there is a
major shift. The first part of
the film, or the better part,
focuses in on characteriza-
tion and digs deep into ma-
jor themes like the worth of
art and the problems with
the art world. The second
part should have developed

blasted into another alter-
nate dimension, in line with
the multiverse theory. In this
alternate universe, her room-
mate is not trying to kill her,
Carter is dating Danielle,
and, Tree’s mom is still alive.
Tree at first, wants to stay
in this new universe as her
mom is still alive. But she
soon gets jealous of Danielle
because she is with Car-
ter, who she is in love with,
and wants to go back to her
old dimension. To me this
is completely absurd. It is
completely unfathomable to
me to kill off my mom just
so that I can be with my col-
lege boyfriend. I understand
that the writers wanted some
sort of epic love story, but
how can you possibly give up
many more years with your
mom just to spend likely
1.5 years with a boyfriend?

Besides these points the
movie was entertaining, I
just wish that the writers re-
alized some of their mistakes
before rehearsing, shooting,
editing, and releasing the
film. With that being said
there is word that 4 Happy
Death Day 3 will be coming
out sometime in the future.

these issues more or resolved
them all together. Instead
audiences got gruesome, and
sometimes comical killings
of the characters one by one.
While this was somewhat
entertaining, it would have
been much better if this
movie focused less on the
generic horror aspects, and
stuck to its unique beginning
with some horror elements
worked in. With the way it is,
the film feels completely hal-
low and themes that it estab-
lished feels silly by the end.

This is not Dan Gilroy’s
directorial debut, which is
surprising considering how
much better his other films
are. Audiences may rec-
ognize similar elements in
“Velvet Buzzsaw” to Gilroy’s
other thriller: Nightcrawler,
which also stars Jake Gyl-
lenhaal. Gilroy’s style is am-
bitious and it is clear that he
has a lot to say, however he
needs to work on his story-
telling techniques in order to
find a balance between the
themes he brings and the
thriller aspects of the film.
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Paul George’s Case for MVP

BY NICHOLAS WILLIAMS

With the NBA season
winding down and MVP
talks rising up, Oklahoma
City Thunder forward Paul
George is turning heads with
his extraordinary perfor-
mance thisseason and is mak-
ing a case for league MVP.

Before the season started,
George was considered to be
a top two-way player in the
league, a player who can give
you good offense and top-
notch defense. Despite his
abilities, George didn’t seem
like a player who can lead a
team to a championship, but
rather a player who can be a
complementary piece to an-
other superstar level player.

George is having the best
season of his career, elevating
his game to new heights. He
is averaging career highs in
points, steals, and rebounds.
He doesn't just have a case
for MVP, he also is a front
runner for Defensive Play-
er of the Year. He has shut
down the notion of not be-
ing an MVP caliber player
as he is looking like a top
five player in the league and
with that also the Oklahoma
City Thunder is looking like

Paul George is turning heads with his extraordinary performance this season and is making a case for league MVP. PHOTO/ Getty Images

a championship contender.

George has put the league
on notice, leading the Thun-
der to a third seed in the
competitive Western Con-
terence. He is averaging 28.7
points, eight rebounds and
4.1 assists per game while
shooting 45 percent from the
field, 40 percent from three-
point territory and 83 per-
cent from the free throw line.

He is having one of the more
efficient seasons of his career
and he is getting to the free
throw line at a higher rate
with around six per game.

He is currently second
behind Houston Rock-
ets guard James Harden in
points scored per game. This
is a career high for George
as before his highest scor-
ing average was 23.7 points

WE DON'T HAVE ANY BROOKLYN

in the 2016-2017 season
with the Indiana Pacers.

Without a doubt, MVP
caliber players must be able
to lead their team on both
offense and defense as well as
help close out games, George
is doing this and an elite
level and the Thunder are
benefiting from his efforts.

George has tough compe-
tition with James Harden and
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Giannis Antetokounmpo in
the MVP race, but George is
playing at an elite level and
doing more for his team on
both ends of the floor in a
tough conference. George
is definitely placing him-
self as a favorite to take the

MVP trophy home in June.




