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Brooklyn College Protessor Reters to Kavanaugh
Allegations as “Spin-The-Bottle” Activities
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A BC professor is under heat by students after posting controversial statements on his personal blog. PHOTO/ Zainab Igbal

BY ZAINAB |IQBAL

“If someone did not
commit sexual assault in
high school, then he is not
a member of the male sex.”

Brooklyn College As-
sociate Professor in Busi-
ness Management, Mitchell
Langbert, reffered to Brett
Kavanaugh’s sexual assault
allegations as “spin-the-bot-
tle-activities,” in his blog.

“In the future, having
committed sexual assault in
high school ought to be a
prerequisite for all appoint-
ments, judicial and politi-
cal,” Langbert wrote. “Those
who did not play spin-the-
bottle when they were 15
should not be in public life.”

On September 27, the
night after Kavanaugh tes-
tified before the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, Lanbert

vanaugh.” He wrote, “The
Democrats have discov-
ered that 15-year- olds play
spin-the-bottle, and they
have jumped on a series of
supposed  spin-the-bottle
crimes during Kavanaugh’s
minority, which they char-
acterize as rape, although no
one complained or report-
ed any crime for 40 years.”

He then criticizes the
Democratic Party by saying
it is a party of “tutu-wear-
ing pansies, sissies who lack
virility, a sense of decen-
cy, or the masculine judg-
ment that has characterized
the greatest civilizations.”

Langbert accepted the
Excelsior’s request to com-
ment, and said this: “I don’t
take 40-year-old allegations
about 15-year-olds serious-
ly, especially when there is

tivation about which the
Democrats are lying. I also
don’t believe for a second
that the reason for the al-
legations has anything to
do with legitimate offenses.

I also believe that allega-
tions of sexual harrassment
have been repeatedly used
here at Brooklyn College and
at colleges around the coun-
try to defame, lie about, and
attempt to harm the careers
of faculty with whom the
dominant Democratic Par-
ty power structure disagrees.

A a result, I have twice
had to bring an attorney to
campus to defend against
defamatory allegations.
There is little question that
defamatory sexual harass-
ment allegations have fre-
quently been brought here
at Brooklyn, within the busi-

the country, as political
tools. That the Democrats
disagree with Kavanaugh is
understandable, but to use
lies or likely minor incidents
that never elicited any sort
of complaint lacks the vir-
ile sense of truth character-
istic of an earlier age. And
yes, the Democrats are a
party of totalitarian sissies.”

As this is a personal blog
post, Brooklyn  College
won't make an official state-
ment about the statements.

Young Progressives of
America (YPA), a politi-
cal and activist organiza-
tion, had this to say: “His
statements are genuinely
dangerous-they clearly ad-
vocate for participating in
violent crimes, and general-
ly in discrimination against
women-who are already

call, on college campus-
es and in broader society.

Even more troubling is
the implication that all men
do, or should commit sexual
assault-especially as a pre-
requisite to hold positions
of power. We are proud of
President Michelle Ander-
son’s recent condemnation of
Brett Kavanaugh in Wash-
ington DC. An institution
with a ‘commitment to di-
versity’ cannot employ any-
one who publicly supports
and calls for sexually-based
violence. Brooklyn College
must immediately cut ties
with professor Langbert.
We call for his full inves-
tigation and termination.”

YPA is holding a pro-
test on the East Quad this
Thursday, Oct. 4th during
common hours, to call for

wrote a post titled,” Ka- wunderlying partisan mo- nessdepartment,and around in serious danger, statisti- Langbert’s termination.
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Another Year, Another Psychology
Meet and Greet

By M.A. RAHMAN

Brooklyn College stu-
dents and faculty affiliated
with the Graduate Industrial
Organizational Psychology
(GIOP) organization gath-
ered in coordination with
the BC Psychology Center
last week to host their second
meet and greet since the or-
ganizations revival in 2016.

'The meeting, open to both
undergraduate and graduate
psychology students of all
fields, primarily consisted of
students majoring in indus-
trial and organizational psy-
chology (I/O). They met and
expressed their gratitude over
sandwiches at the seldom
opportunity that was afford-
ed to them to acquaint them-
selves with their fellow peers.

According to the Amer-
ican Psychological Associ-
ation, I/O psychology, for
which most of the students
at GOIP study, concerns
“the scientific study of hu-
man behavior in organiza-
tions and the workplace.”

“If I say I'm a psychology
major, people seem to think
I can offer them therapy ses-
sions,” said one attending
I/O graduate at the GIOP
meeting, referencing the
general  misunderstanding
of mental health counseling
and every other psycholo-
gy specialty, including IOP.

In essence, a reward-
ing if not mundane career
awaits students in the hu-
man resources department
of countless employers. Such
careers involve improving
productivity, managing poli-
cy, counseling and addressing
the concerns of employees.

Naturally, the analyt-
ically-based  career  path

GIOP students take a photo after an hour’s worth of camaraderie build up. PHOTO/ M.A. Rahman

has grown high in demand
along with increased com-
petition as some students
admit their main motiva-
tion for choosing a career
in IOP is the lucrative value
that could be made within it.

Recalling her own time
as an undergraduate psy-
chology student, Dr. Jenni-
fer Feitosa, faculty advisor
tor GIOP, emphasized the
necessity for such an orga-
nization where psychology
students could be open and
socialize with fellow psy-
chology students as they
devote a substantial part of
their time to studying and
maintaining their GPAs.

“Because of the work
they will do, these students
will be busy,” Dr. Feitosa
said in a melancholy tone.
“They still need connections
and work together, at least
in I/0 psychology. That’s
why when I joined BC and

heard this organization ex-

isted, I wanted it back.”

Dr. Feitosa cited a general
lack of activity as the main
contributor to GIOP’s dis-
appearance from campus,
assuring that she wants to
make sure it does not oc-
cur again. The club plans to
have events later down the
line such as a trip to the na-
tionally respected Society for
Industrial ~ Organizational
Psychology (SIOP) Confer-
ence later in the year, keep-
ing eager students engaged.

Moira Rousseau, a grad-
uate student studying I/O
psychology and  current
president of GIOP,
pressed her gratitude for the
return of GIOP as she leads
the organization, bolstering
well over a dozen members.

“We want things to be in-
formal here. That’s how stu-
dents probably like it best,”
she said as students walked
in and out. They spoke to
and introduced themselves

€X-

to one another, loud and
reserved, alleviating them-
selves from the constant
stresses they face in class.

‘I already have made a
bunch of friends today,” Bri-
an Bravo said gleefully after
spending some time with a
number of GIOP’s members.

A new member him-
self, Brian understood the
importance that the social
gathering served. “It’s im-
portant because we all have
our own social bubbles that
we all gravitate towards,” he
said, suggesting that isola-
tion would not only do the
club a disservice but also the
students as they miss out
on establishing connections
for future research collabo-
rations or job opportunities.

“We’re both halves of a
whole. The I and the O -
the organizational behav-
ior and human resources,”
Brian concluded earnestly.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

Diversity in the Classroom:

Student Voices

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM
Woody Tanger Auditorium
Students speak about their experiences of
diversity and difference in the classroom.

EVENTS LISTING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Voter Registration Drive

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 ~

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10

12:15 PM - 2:15 PM

West Quad Center
Stop by and register to vote with NYC
Votes and HOT 97 so you can get ready
for one of the most important elections of
the year!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Magner Career Center Pre-Law

Orientation

12:30 PM - 2:30 PM
BC Library, Room 411
This seminar breaks down the ins and
outs of the entire Law School experience.

Come and speak directly with recent Law

School graduates.

My Queer History 101, V.2
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Student Center, Room 311
McKay returns with part two of his
condensed history of queer culture and
history.

[PORTO]

Leonard & Claire Tow Center for
the Performing Arts
The Don Buchwald Theater
As a young adult, Porto finds herself disil-
lusioned with life, turning to her local bar

for comfort and platonic companionship.

In Kate Benson’s hilarious and unmistak-
able voice, [PORTO] addresses modern
ennui with feminist discourse and literal
icons. But can Porto take risks when she
knows how the sausage is made?

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8

No classes - Columbus Day
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CUNY Students Create Startup to Solve
Issues 1 eSports

BY SANDY MulI

Last  spring, Joseph
Huaynate received an email
from NYC Media Lab that
caught his attention. It was
a call for applications for
NYC Media Lab’s Sports/
Media/Tech Summer Start-
up Bootcamp, an eight-week
program held from the be-
ginning of June to early
August in partnership with
Verizon and Yahoo Sports.

At the time, Huaynate —
who’s in his last semester at
Queens College and major-
ing in computer science and
math — was more interest-
ed in the idea of pursuing a
startup and didnt yet have
an idea of what his start-
up should focus on. That
changed when he attend-
ed an information session
about the program, where
one idea kept springing up.

“Every 10, 15 minutes,
they'd just give us a sublimi-
nal message like,‘eSports,eS-
ports,” Huaynate said. “And
then I was like, “Yeah, you
know what? I could proba-
bly do something with that.”

Huaynate, teaming up
with another CUNY stu-
dent, went on to be one of
four startup teams selected
tor the boot camp. Their idea

Zishan Ahmed (left) and Joseph Huaynate (right) present Hype to an audience on Demo Day. PHOTO/ NYC Media Lab

evolved into Hype, a plat-
form focused on building
a community of streamers
and helping streamers grow
an audience. But, the team
and concept behind Hype
would constantly  trans-
form during the boot camp.

eSports are a form of com-
petition using video games.
‘Though online video games

have existed since the 1990s,
eSports became more main-
stream in the 21st century,
facilitated by the participa-
tion of professional gamers
in eSports tournaments that
were live streamed. The most
common example that illus-
trates the growth of eSports
is Richard Tyler Blevins,

more commonly known by

his online alias “Ninja,” who
started streaming on Twitch
(a site that primarily focuses
on video game live stream-
ing) in his sophomore year
in college in 2011 and was
recently featured on the cov-
er of ESPN the Magazine.

Because of successful per-
sonalities like Ninja, more
gamers — who in the past

would play video games
without an audience — are
becoming streamers, peo-
ple who broadcast them-
selves playing video games
to an audience of viewers.

“Nowadays, it seems like

SEE “CUNY STUDENTS
CREATE STARTUP TO SOLVE
ISSUES IN ESPORTS,” 4
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CONT’D FROM “CUNY
STUDENTS CREATE
STARTUP TO SOLVE ISSUES
IN ESPORTS,” 3

gamers are also streamers
and vice versa,” said Huay-
nate. “You dont see the
typical gamer

eSports, the area Hype
focused on, was one of many
topic areas a startup team
could pick for NYC Media
Labs Sports/Media Tech
Summer Startup Bootcamp.
“The eSports market was
truly, I think, great timing for
us and for them as an early
stage startup team,” Amy
Chen, NYC Media Lab’s
director of entrepreneurship
programs, said about Hype.

Huaynate initially ap-
plied for the program with
his friend Luis Medina, a
senior at Queens College
majoring in computer sci-
ence. Unfortunately, a bit
before the program began,
Medina accepted an intern-
ship with J.P. Morgan and
was not allowed to balance
both the boot camp and in-
ternship during the summer.

Huaynate scrambled to
find a new partner to take
Medina’s place. At the time,
he was attending Art Hack-
athon, a program in which
teams created projects related
to art and technology. There,
Huaynate bumped into Zis-
han Ahmed — who’s finish-
ing up his degree in multime-
dia computing at Brooklyn
College — whom he had
already known from CUNY
Tech Prep, a year-long boot
camp that provides CUNY

students interested in com-

anymore.”

puter science with industry
exposure to software devel-
opment and a connection to
tech jobs after they graduate.

Huaynate told Ahmed
about Hype, and Ahmed —
an avid video game player
growing up —was more than
happy to be Huaynate’s new
teammate in the boot camp.

“It just made sense to
do it because he said his
project was focused on eS-
ports and then it was also
an entrepreneurial thing,
which I had a very big in-
terest in,” said Ahmed.

With their team in place,
Huaynate and Ahmed were
able to split the work of the
program. Each week, the
startup teams were expect-
ed to conduct at least 10 in-
terviews in a process called
“customer  discovery” to
learn more about the habits
of their potential custom-
ers. As a recurring activity
in the program, customer
discovery played a vital role
in determining whether a
startup could be successful.

“You're kind of almost like
a detective or a sculptor or a
painter and you're trying to
form an image,” Ahmed said
about his experience with
discovery, “and
you want to get that reso-

customer

lution as sharp as possible.”

Customer discovery
proved to be important for
Hype — so important that
it ended up shifting the
entire focus of the startup.

'The original idea Huay-
nate and Medina had for
Hype was to design it as a
platform that would elimi-

nate the need for third-party
applications. To explain this,
Huaynate used the example
of tournament viewers be-
ing directed to a new web-
page when they wanted to
find out what tournaments
are coming up, which more
than anything, was “a hassle.”

“It’s kind of just like hav-
ing one, two, three pages
all at once and you don't
want to keep on chang-
ing that,” Huaynate said.
Thus, in its original concept,
Hype would have been an
add-on to Twitch that al-
lows a person to simulta-
neously stream and follow
an important tournament,
without needing to have
a third-party page open.

Then, about three to four
weeks into the program,
Huaynate was conducting
customer discovery inter-
views during a meetup for
Twitch streamers at Way-
point Cafe, an eSports and
gaming cafe in Manhattan.
While asking his “regular”
questions to the streamers,
he realized something he
was overlooking with Hype
at the time — the fact that
many streamers fail to gen-
erate views even if they have
been streaming for years.

“That’swhen the idea mor-
phed to just having stream-
ers of low tier come together
in a platform and then just
kind of do what they enjoy,”
said Huaynate, “and while at
the same time, if it’s possible
where we can get higher-tier
streamers on the site to just
sort of teach them... tips or
tricks that they themselves

know in order for any new or
low-tier streamers to sort of
just rise from this limbo that
they’ve been in for a while.”

Inevitably, Hype has
evolved significant-
ly throughout the eight

weeks of the boot camp and
that has impressed Chen.

“From the beginning to
demo day, I really saw them
tighten around how they’re
considering their value prop-
osition,” said Chen. “They
know there are many big
established players or bigger
companies that can just al-
most ‘flip a switch’ and turn
on a particular feature that
might be a competitor to
Hype, but they still through
their customer interviews are
realizing they have a shot at
this too. They have the skills
to build a startup based on
a future business model
even though it might not be
something  implementable
in the next six months.”

Moving forward, the fu-
ture of Hype appears to be
similar to the future of eS-
ports — uncertain, but ex-
citing. Ahmed is leaving
the team to pursue his own
ventures related to incorpo-
rating modern technologies
like 3D printing and scan-
ning to make clothing, and
Medina is returning to Hype.

Since Huaynate is grad-
uating after this semester
while Medina has one more
semester to go, Huaynate
will be taking the reins on
the project. The next steps for
Hype, according to Huay-
nate, involve having a mock-

up page about Hype ready

by December and having a
beta version of the platform
ready by March. He also
plans on applying for the
CUNY I-Corps Innovation
Challenge, a program that
teaches students about cus-
tomer discovery and helps
students create products and
services that benefit society.

Nevertheless, he’s open
to anything that could hap-
pen to Hype in the future.

“Honestly, 1 wouldn't
mind if the idea kept on
changing,” he said. “I mean
I'm currently happy with
its current form, but one
of the things I realized is
I feel like when I talk to
more people, I will proba-
bly get some more insight to
some other particular prob-
lem, which could probably
be solved through Hype.”

One thing’s for sure: this
is a problem that needs to
be addressed and solved.

“I just hope that if not
us, then someone solves the
problem of ‘how do you get
a small streamer to continu-
ally gain audiences’ or may-
be give them the chance to
grow,” said Medina. “A lot
of the times, the people that
become big either get lucky
or spend hours a day playing
games just to be good. But a
lot of the big streamers and
YouTubers... say that the way
they got big was just luck.
So maybe we can somehow
break that [and] instead
of just giving the streamer
tools, to just stream them-
selves [and] giving them
tools to make a community.”
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Kavanaugh’s Disqualitying Hearings

BY RANTI OLAOSE

What was supposed to be
a smooth ride to a Supreme
Court seat for Brett Kava-
naugh has instead become a
high stakes showdown since
sexual assault allegations
were levied against him, first
by Dr. Christine Blasey Ford,
a University professor who
alleged that he nearly raped
her at a party in 1982. Not
long after, two other wom-
en came forward with their
own allegations against him.
Deborah Ramirez accused
him of exposing himself to
her at a party and Julie Swet-
nick alleged that he and his
friend would often drink too
excess at parties and become
aggressive towards the girls
around them. Kavanaugh
denied all the allegations
at an emotionally charged
hearing on Thursday, where
Dr. Ford was also present to
answer questions from the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

The contrast between
Dr. Ford and Kavanaugh’s
performance was striking.
She calmly and graceful-
ly answered the questions
posed to her by both Dem-
ocrats and the female sex
crimes prosecutor that the
Republicans on the Judicia-
ry Committee had hired to
avoid the optics of a group
of older white men aggres-
sively grilling a woman un-
der duress. She attempted to
answer every question posed

Brett Kavanugh should not be appointed as a Supreme Court Justice. PHOTO/ Win McNamee - Getty

to her, admitted where she
couldn’t remember import-
ant details and even provid-
ed some expert testimony
while she was at it, being a
Psychology professor who
could offer some insight
into how the brain pro-
cesses traumatic memories.

Kavanaugh, on the oth-
er hand, began his testimo-
ny with a venomous and
conspiratorial missive that
claimed that Democrats and
“The Left” were out to de-
stroy him as revenge for los-
ing the 2016 election. Such
a nakedly partisan speech
by a nominee for what is
supposed to be an impartial
and non-political judicial
position was disqualifying

| Dr. Christine Blasey Ford

by itself. As if that wasn't
bad enough, he was bellig-
erent and evasive during his
questioning by Democratic
senators who were attempt-
ing to assess his credibility
and have him commit to a
full FBI investigation into
the allegations. One would
expect him to be the loudest
voice clamoring for a full in-
vestigation to clear his good
name if the allegation was
false as he claims, but instead
he dodged, sputtered and
stared blankly when asked
if he wanted an FBI inves-
tigation to clear his name.

His credibility pales even
turther seeing that he lied
under oath several times
during his testimony, about

Christine Blasey Ford testified to the Senate Judiciary Committee on Thursday. PHOTO/ Getty Images

seemingly minor details and
important ones as well. He
said that there had already
been an investigation into
the claims by the Judicia-
ry committee, when in fact
there wasnt. Republicans
refused to interview or sub-
poena Mark Judge, Kavana-
ugh’s friend named by Dr.
Ford as an eyewitness and
participant in the assault,
to testify which would be a
necessary first step into any
proper investigation of the
matter. None of the other al-
leged eyewitnesses have been
interviewed or will testify;
instead, they have all submit-
ted sworn statements saying
they don't recall the incident.

The reluctance of the Re-
publicans who control the
Judiciary Committee to in-
terview or subpoena Mark
Judge in particular is a sign
that they do not care if the
allegations are true or not,
a sentiment that some even
expressed during the hear-
ing. Kavanaugh’s lies didnt
stop there, as he stated that
all the witnesses named had
said it did not happen, when
in fact they claimed they did
not remember it, which is a
significant difference. Kava-
naugh also lied and evaded
when asked about his drink-
ing habits, which he knew
would be the single most
damning evidence against
him. In a particularly strik-
ing exchange, when Sena-
tor Amy Klobuchar asked
him if he had ever been
blackout drunk, he defiantly
flung her question back at
her. When another Senator
asked him about his drink-
ing, his laughable answer
was, ‘I got into Yale!” as

though that precluded any
drinking he may have done.
It’s even more obvious he
was lying about his drinking
as many of his classmates
and a former roommate
have all come forward to say
that he was in fact a heavy
drinker and could be bellig-
erent and aggressive when
drunk. However, Kavana-
ugh is aware that admitting
to this would significantly
bolster the credibility of Dr.
Ford’s account, so instead
he chose to perjure himself
in front of the committee.

Kavanaugh would proba-
bly have gotten away with all
of this if not for the bravery
of two women who con-
fronted Senator Jeff Flake
in an elevator on Capitol
Hill after he announced he
intended to vote for Kavana-
ugh. As he stood in shame,
they passionately and force-
fully made him realize the
message he was sending to
women everywhere, partic-
ularly to survivors of sex-
ual assault like themselves,
by voting for Kavanaugh.
Flake relented and forced a
delay of a week so that the
FBI could conduct an in-
vestigation into the mat-
ter, the integrity of which
is now in doubt since news
reports have emerged that
the White House imposed
significant constraints on the
scope of the investigation.

Regardless of how it turns
out though, one thing is
clear after Kavanaugh's per-
formance on Thursday. He
does not have the tempera-
ment to sit on the Supreme
Court for a lifetime as evi-
denced by his uncontrolled
rage and belligerence, and
he is not an independent
and fair-minded judge but
instead a political operative
with a grudge as indicated by
his truly disturbing opening
speech. Most importantly,
he does not have any regard
for the law that he will be in
charge of making if he gets
on to the court. His repeat-
ed perjury alone is cause for
immediate disqualification,
and if the Republicans were
the party of law and order
as they have claimed for
decades they would with-
draw his nomination imme-
diately. Instead, the nation
braces for another week in
which the already ugly par-
tisan fight over this confir-
mation will only get uglier.
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BoJack Horseman Season 5 Review

BY CARMEN SAFFIOTI
Warning: Spoilers Ahead

BoJack Horseman season
five started off in its usual na-
ture: crazy antics with a mix
of existential dread. After
the more positive end of sea-
son four, season five is quick
to establish that it is not go-
ing down that same route.

Characters are left to deal
with the repercussions of last
season: divorce, death, rela-
tionships and guilt. Each ep-
isode focuses on a character
and their plot line — Diane’s
divorce, Mr. Peanutbutter’s
new relationship, BoJacK’s
guilt, Todd’s asexuality, and
Princess  Carolyn’s adop-
tion process. What is great
about this season is that
we really get to delve into
each character’s person-
al drama and background.
There is a lot of character
development this season
and it is very rewarding.

BoJack is the show’s com-
plex protagonist. He is not a
“good person.” He contin-
ually makes mistakes that
are almost unforgivable, yet
the audience cannot help
but latch onto his person-
ality, even if it is narcissis-
tic at times. What is great,
however, is that the writers
of the show do not let him
off easily. They do not let
the audience forget the long
list of bad things that Bo-
Jack has done. BoJack has
to truly work this season
in order to forgive himself.

This season is striking-

“Free Churro” is season five’s standout episode, in which BoJack delivers a 20 minute eulogy. PHOTO/ IMDb

ly relevant to the #MeToo
movement. BoJack assaults
his female co-star during
a stunt gone wrong. Al-
though it was an accident
and BoJack was high, the
writers make it clear that
that doesn’t matter. Instead,
BoJack needs to apologize
and take full responsibili-
ty for what he has done. It
sends the message that the
circumstances do not matter
when you have hurt some-
one - you still need to accept
responsibility. This sends the

right message about sexual

assault and it is also a pow-
erful critique of Hollywood
celebrities who have refused
to take such responsibility
by twisting the story in their
favor or flat out denying alle-
gations. This season refresh-
ingly is in tune to out chang-
ing the culture of today.

My favorite episode of
season five is the funeral ep-
isode. The entire episode is
BoJack delivering a eulogy
for his deceased mother, in
which he goes oft into many
existential tangents about

life, death, and his childhood.

The perspective never shifts
from BoJack; there are no
flashbacks or glimpses of any
other character — forcing the
audience to focus solely on
what BoJack is saying. If you
have been watching the show
from season one, it should be
clear to you that BoJack has
had a terrible childhood and
he mostly blames his parents
(particularly his mother) for
it. BoJack starts his 20-min-
ute speech by bringing up
an incident that happened
at Jack in the Box; he got a
free churro because he told

the drive-thru cashier that
his mother had died (“Free
Churro” is the title of the
episode). Even someone
who has not watched BoJack
Horseman at all can enjoy
this strange concept episode.

BoJack Horseman is still
thriving in its fifth season,
which is pretty incredible
for any show. Fans, my-
self included, are excit-
ed for the next season, but
season five is so saturated
with meaning that we will
be satisfied until next year.

Brockhampton iridescence Review

BY JARROD BENN

The long-awaited album
iridescence by Brockhamp-
ton was officially released on
September 21st, 2018. Last
year the multi-member boy
band released three albums
as part of the Saturation saga;
these albums are what sky-
rocketed the group into what
they are now, and iridescence
is the post-success story. The
band’s latest collection of
unconventional rap, pop, and
EDM-like cuts don't seem to
disappoint and the amount
of perfectly timed transitions
made this one of the most
unpredictable yet enjoyable
albums of the year so far.

Listeners can expect to be
welcomed into the project
by a fast-paced and intense
verse from the track titled

“‘NEW ORLEANS.” This
track manages to set the
tone for what a majority of
the project has in store. The
beat to this intro track is
scattered with verses com-
ing in from all directions
and eventually smoothly
transitions to some heart-
warming melodic vocals.

Most, if not all, the tracks
are heavily painted with
strokes of confessional-like
verses from all members
of the group; in upbeat
tracks like “WHERE THE
CASH AT “and “DIS-
TRICT” there are hints that
even with the money made
throughout their journey,
there are problems that a
quick fix can't be purchased.

This project may seem
to have an unexpected

twist if you've listened to
the group’s previous works.
All members of the group
are present throughout the
project; some members
managed to standout a bit
more than others, but they
werent the usual suspects.
The group’s most notable
act seems to have taken the

backseat this time around.
Fan favorites like Matt
Champion and Kevin Ab-
stract were the least present
throughout the project. With
that being said, front man

Kevin Abstract was still
able to pull off one of the
best verses on the album
which can be found in the
more poetic and person-
al song titled “WEIGHT.”

'The group has had a few

controversies stir up; most

were not in their favor. A
pivotal member of the group
had been dropped during
what might've been one of
the group’s biggest obstacles
thus far. The allegations of
sexual abuse and misconduct
against  ex-Brockhampton
member Ameer Vann seem
to have taken a toll on the
band as a whole. As a group,
they decided to cut the emcee
who is the face of their first
three album covers. This was
a decision that caused mixed
emotions among fans. Even
without former standout
member Ameer Vann, the
group still manages to deliver
some of their best work yet.

The beat selection on this
project is truly non-tradi-
tional when compared to the
albums of their contempo-

raries. The blend of bass filled
crashes and heavy hitting
drums that are simultane-
ously competing with synths
and other unconventional
hip hop sounds make some
of the beats on this thing
sound nearly heaven sent.

'The album gradually tones
down from aggressive and
intense to a more ear-friend-
ly and melodic sound that is
present in the last 4 tracks.
For their first label distrib-
uted album theyve man-
aged to show off some new
tricks while staying true to
the sound that made fans
all over fall in love. All in
all iridescence is a great
start to a new chapter in
the Brockhampton story.
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A Look at the Yankees’ Wildcard Game

BY IVAN MORROBEL
The long-lasting MLB

regular season has final-
ly come to an end and for
a second straight season,
the New York Yankees will
host the American League
(AL) Wild Card Game.

After putting togeth-
er a marvelous campaign,
in which they won 100
games, the Yankees will go
to head-to-head with the
Oakland Athletics. The win-
ner of the AL Wild Card
game will meet the Boston
Red Sox in the American
League Division Series.

It will be interesting to
see which team wins this
do-or-die game, considering
they split six regular season
matchups against each oth-
er. The Yankees, who were
one game shy of making
it to the 2017 World Se-
ries, are expected to have
another deep playoff run
this year, while the Athlet-
ics make their first postsea-
son appearance since 2014.

September was a strug-
gle for the Yankees, as
Judge, Didi Gregorius, and
Aroldis  Chapman  bat-
tled injuries, but luckily
the trio has returned just
in time for the playoffs.

The Athletics have also
faced trials regarding inju-
ry. Star left-handed pitch-
er Sean Manaea was shut
down for the remainder of

I

The Yankees will need to be firing on all cylinders to win their wildcard game. PHOTO/ USA Today

the season due to a shoul-
der injury. However, they
fought in order to re-
main atop the AL west.

Oftensively,both teams are
very much alike. The Bronx
Bombers are loaded with
sluggers from top to bottom
with Aaron Judge, Giancarlo
Stanton, and Miguel Andu-
jar, which is why they broke

the single-season home run

record (267). But, the A’
have a dicey lineup of their
own with Matt Olson, Jed
Lowrie and this year’s home
run leader (48), Khris Davis.

Despite what their line-
ups can do to one another,
pitching will be the decid-
ing factor between the two
teams. Unlike the Yankees
who have three legitimate
starters (Luis Severino, Ma-

sahiro Tanaka, J.A. Happ),
the Athletics don’t have a
proven starter, yet it was the
Athletics who finished with
a lower earned run average
(3.95) in their games against
the Yankees this

In their six games, the
Athletics also led in runs
(5.5) and average (.246).
Nevertheless, the AL Wild
Card game will be held in

se€ason.

PHOTO/ USA Today

the Bronx, where the Yan-
kees won a three-game se-
ries in May, although some
fans would say the Athletics
have become a completely
different team since then.

Last but not least, the
bullpen: both teams feature
exceptional arms that can
put the finishing touches
to a ball game. Considering
the A’s don't have a genuine
ace, relievers such as Blake
Treinen, Lou Trivino, and
Fernando Rodney are like-
ly to make an appearance.
The Yankees, on the oth-
er hand, have just as many
pitchers in their bullpen who
can torment the Athletics.

The Yankees are no
stranger  to  wild-card
games. In 2015, they lost
to the Houston Astros in a
one-game playoff, and lat-
er defeated the Minnesota
Twins in last year’s wild-
card matchup. The Athletics’
last postseason appearance
ended after they lost to the
Kansas City Royals in the
2014 AL Wild Card Game.

All in all, these two teams
have shown their respective
fanbase that they can de-
teat the opposing team, but
their regular season records
against each other are neck
and neck. Regardless of the
victor, there will be little
time for rest, as the prize for
victory is a trip to Beantown,
where they will face-off
against the Boston Red
Sox for a series that won't
be for the faint of heart.
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Despite Hardships, Brooklyn College’s Rita
Henrquez Keeps On Kicking

BY AUSTIN SANTIAGO

Rita Henriquez
is running to attack.

'The starting defender for
the Brooklyn College wom-
en’s soccer team makes her
way up the field with a burst
of intensity to stall the other
team’s offense. She succeeds,
but perhaps what is even
more incredible than watch-
ing Henriquez defend for
the school soccer team is the
story of how she got here.

In a journey that saw her
attend two colleges prior to
Brooklyn College, as well as
moving out of New York at
a young age and growing up
in Pennsylvania, her story
is one of perseverance and
unique perspective. Hen-
riquez comes from a lov-
ing family, one that knows
all too well what it means
to overcome adversity. Her
mother, Jessica, is an im-
migrant from Chile who
finally secured citizenship
after living in the Unit-
ed States for over 20 years.

“As a child, you don't see
a residency status as a pri-
mary aspect of your life, un-
til I was in middle school,
and I saw my life compared
to other kids.” Though the
same age as her peers in
middle school, Henriquez
carried a sense of respon-
sibility that many her age
did not have at the time.

She had no choice, as her
father had left before she
was a teenager. “They sep-
arated; my dad just kind of
left my mom, she didn’t have
job, nor could she speak
English, with two kids.”

Understanding that stay-
ing idle was not an option,
her mother quickly began
looking for work, and even-
tually became a housekeeper.

Henriquez’s mother went
to work every day in order
to make a better life for
her daughter and to make
sure that the United States
presented the amazing op-
portunities for her chil-
dren, the same opportuni-
ties she came for in 1987.

Though Henriquez has
had a successful college ca-
reer from both an and aca-
demic and athletic perspec-
tive, the college application
process proved very difficult
for her and her mother. It
was a process that Hen-
riquez did not enjoy going
through and at times made

Rita Henriquez (pictured kicking a soccer ball) has had a long journey as a soccer player, and she sees herself playing for the Bulldogs in her
final season. PHOTO/ Damion Reid

her show frustration with
her situation. “It was un-
fair that I was upset with
my mother,” Henriquez ex-
plained. “I couldnt blame
her for being ignorant on
the process, when it came
to financial aid, and apply-
ing to college I had to do it
myself, she just didn’t know.”

The arguments Hen-
riquez recalled having with
her mother are arguments
that have become common
for many children of im-
migrants while are first in
their family to apply to col-
lege; the arguments don't
come from a place of anger,
but from one of confusion.

‘Thankfully, through both

persistence and patience,

Henriquez has been able to
attend college, continuing
to set and reach new goals.

Despite all the hardships
that came as a result of her
mother’s status, as well as
the frustration with the
college application process,
there has always been one

positive constant in Rita’s’

life: soccer. Her love for
the game is seemingly em-
bedded in her blood. Soccer
has represented more than
an extracurricular activi-
ty for Henriquez and has
served as a reminder that
hard work pays off and that
the game can bring people
together. This was a valu-
able lesson learned while

playing at Monroe College.

When asked what soc-
cer players she looks up
to, Henriquez was quick
to reflect on her team-
mates from Monroe.

“One of the bigger in-
spirations were the girls,
from Monroe college, who
came from thousands of
miles away, from noth-
ing, just to come here and
play soccer,” she said. Be-
cause of that, Henriquez
learned how to play with
passion and learned to be
proud of where she came
from: “I play for them.”

In 2018, it can be hard
for immigrants and their
children to be proud of who
they are,and this is a lesson
Henriquez hopes to spread

to other children of immi-
grants: “Don't let society de-
fine you as the child of an im-
migrant, absorb everything
this Country can give you.”

Under the current ad-
ministration, many immi-
grants have been forced to
live in fear while their chil-
dren wonder if their par-
ents will always be there to
support them. Henriquez is
now learning the same les-
son her mother learned all
those years ago, that staying
idle is not an option. Hen-
riquez will continue to play
soccer, she will continue to
make her mother proud,
and she will continue to run.



