
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our spiritual, sacramental and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.      

Response to the Psalm: “Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.” 

The hymn numbers for Mass are displayed on the two Boards, please join in the singing 

at both Masses today. Let us show to Bishop Nolan our willingness to engage with the 

choir in singing our praise to God during Mass today and every Sunday.   

Entrance Hymn: 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you;                                                                                    

allelu, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 

Ask and it will be given unto you, seek and ye will find; knock and it will be opened unto you; allelu, 

alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 

Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there in their midst; and whatever you ask I will 

do, allelu, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 

A summary of thoughts about our Parish from the Retreat at Manresa. 

• Grateful thanks to the Holy Ghost Fathers for their presence here and at OLHS. 

• Grateful thanks to the many parishioners who helped maintain the cohesion of the parish.    

• Christianity is about relationships and gratitude   -   The Jesuit Spiritual Director at Manresa. 

• Leaving aside all the things we do in this parish   -   what is the quality of our relationships? 

• What about our relationship with Jesus Christ? The answer impacts on all our relationships. 

• What of our relationships with one another, and in our families and with our neighbours? 

• As a parish should we now turn our focus to how we are and not on the things we do?  

• Is it time to end initiatives in the parish and give attention absolutely to our spiritual life? 

• Should we be happy to let God be God   -   let it be done unto us   -    according to thy Will. 

• We want everyone to feel they can belong here and can participate fully in our life which 

many people do, but others only want the parish to be a shelter - read the insert on Church as 

shelter.  

• The three-legged stool - the review of sacramental practice in Dublin as printed on the insert   

-   does it help us understand ourselves and our families better? Are the three legs of our stool 

fully in place or are they wobbly     parents [Home], teachers [School] and priest [ Parish]? 

Can we find a new way here of being Church into the 21st Century before it’s too late?          

We are called to be a welcoming community. We give a generous welcome and generous support to all 

the children of our families who want to journey with us deeper into relationship Jesus Christ. Some 

families won’t know what is available and what is planned for their children: 

• Sacramental preparation for P3 and P4 children has started and it will continue every Sunday into 

March and May next year and beyond 

• Those families who have requested the Sacraments for their children are invited to participate fully 

in this preparation programme. There will not be a Mass of Enrolment or a Mass of Commitment. 

Promises are not needed from parents   -   only a genuine response. 

• For those wishing to know more about their faith - Wednesday evenings at 7pm from this week. 

 

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS 

Mass without music or hymns will be celebrated on Monday of each week as Fr. Ness is now 

committed each Tuesday to OLHS.                                                                                                                         

Last Tuesday the Liturgy of the Word with distribution of Holy Communion was again presented 

by several parishioners. This level of leadership by lay persons is collaborative ministry with Fr. 

Ness and demonstrates the life of a mature, worshipping community in St. Brendan’s.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL WHO FEEL THEY BELONG TO THIS PARISH. 

• Fr. Ness will plan how best to give at least 12 to 14 hours each week to OLHS and be 

involved as fully as possible in all aspects of its life. Mrs Oates earnestly wishes to 

preserve the close relationship built up between Fr. Ness as priest of this parish and the 

school and will welcome him into the school at times to be arranged between them, even 

at short notice. This will need cooperation from the whole parish community. 

• 26 children from P6 in St. Brendan’s Primary School have enrolled for the Pope Francis 

Award, which spans two years. It is the primary school equivalent to the Caritas Award 

Scheme for sixth year students. Next Sunday, 22nd September both Masses in the Parish 

will mark this enrolment and prayers will be offered to encourage the children to be 

fully engaged in the parish and with parishioners.  

• Fr. Ness will remain on Retreat until this Thursday at the Jesuit Retreat Centre in 

Clontarff, Dublin. It is a period for thinking back from his last Retreat in 2018 and 

especially for thinking about ministry in this parish since 1st February. Guided each day 

by Fr. Michal Drennan SJ as his Spiritual Director, he has focused on these two truths:  

the nature of his relationship with Jesus Christ will determine the nature and outcome of 

all of the relationships he forms with others in priesthood AND what he wills to give to God 

through his ministry as priest may not be what God wills to get from him. 

• Fr. Ness met last Sunday with many families who have children at St. Brendan’s PS. It 

was great to see so many families present and with their children. The booklets used at 

that meeting are available today from the table at the back of the church as not 

enough were printed. With help from three of the leaders of our Children’s Liturgy 

programme, Fr. Ness described the spiritual preparation of their children for the 

Sacraments of the Church. This parish community will play a large part in this 

preparation process. The children may learn about the Sacraments at home and from 

the teachers in school, but they can only experience them by regular [weekly] 

participation in the church. Sacraments are the celebration of the Christian 

community and Bishop Toal teaches that the high point of that celebration is Mass 

on Sunday We don’t celebrate any of the Sacraments in isolation. 

• If you also want to be kept up to date with all that’s going on or is planned, please 

complete the form we offer to all. If you feel you belong here, we ask only your family 

name, whether you have children or young people at either school. We also ask for your 

mobile number for text messaging to you. The pass keepers have the forms to give out 

and receive back. 

Request to celebrate First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: families who have not 

yet obtained and completed a form of Request for their child should obtain this from the Children’s 

Liturgy Team. As earlier this year with the Sacraments for P3, P4, P6&P7, we will display posters at 

the entrance to the church from Sunday 6th October to welcome the children who have registered. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              



 

  

 

Twenty fifth Sunday in the Ordinary Season – 22nd September 2019. 

 

Today we welcome Bishop Nolan to concelebrate morning Mass.  As a bishop of 

the Church he is one of the successors of the apostles, the companions of Jesus.  

 

We give thanks to God for the worshipping community that we reveal 

ourselves to be by celebrating Eucharist on Sunday and midweek. 

 

Mass times: Sunday at 10.30AM [with Children’s Liturgy] and at 4.30PM        

and: Monday to Saturday at 9.30AM.                                                                                 

Holy Hour: at 7pm on Thursday each week, ending with Evening Prayer. 

PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                                                        

for those who are ill: Sandra McLean, Joe Cliens, Peter Chambers, Lauren Neilly, Elaine Farrell, Gerry McTear, 

Tess Murray, Kathleen Quinn, Heather McNeil, Gerald Waddle, Gabrielle Clarke; Lorraine’s unborn baby,                       

Tess Murray; a priest from the Archdiocese of Glasgow; Henry Douglas; Allan Hannah; Margaret Welsh. 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind remembrance occurs about now: Robert [Bobbie] Boyle;              

Mr Killeen  

and those who have died recently: Esther McGarrity; Jackie Hendry [N’hill]; 

In the Stall:  in addition to A-Z Living for Christ cost [£2.50]and the My Day by Day booklets for September; 

there complimentary copies of the Magnificat booklet for the month of September. It is a marvellous 

spiritual publication, a stage beyond My Day by Day. Please take the complimentary copy as a great resource for 

private prayer and let May, Evelyn or Elspeth, know if you would like us to order it each month.   

Looking back and looking forward: 

The Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Participation at Mass on Sunday by families with children of school age: we want every Mass in this parish 

to be a welcome for every person. Many families recognize the goodness of this in their spiritual life. Our goal in 

St. Brendan’s is to lead people to a feeling of belonging here and not looking upon our community as no 

different from any other church where they attend Mass on Sunday. Our fellow Christians in St. Margaret’s C of S 

across the road are less in number than us but all feel they belong there. 

Something for all children of the Parish: Hallowe’en Party in our Hall on Sunday 3rd November immediately 

after Mass. You can come in fancy dress to Mass that morning. Keep the date free, children.  There is no charge 

for this nor for the Christmas Party planned for Sunday 22nd December. 

Netherton Court Care Home: Fr. Ness celebrates a Liturgy of the Word and distributes Holy Communion to the 

Catholic residents there each Saturday PM. Yesterday in his absence Evelyn led this Service assisted by other 

parishioners in another welcome example of Collaborative Ministry between priest and people.  He will 

welcome help each Saturday pm from anyone who feels able to offer this. Fr. Ness will celebrate Mass there at 

2.15 on the first Monday of each month and will welcome the assistance of parishioners at this Mass.   

Mass for the Sick and Housebound with Holy Anointing: will be celebrated early in October. Fr. Ness is 

considering what day and what time of day will suit best and how to link this with tea and refreshments in the 

Hall afterwards and how to help with transport for parishioners who would come if transport were provided 

from door to door.  If willing to help with this, please give name and availability next Sunday to Fr. Ness or one 

of the passkeepers.  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults [plus ongoing religious formation]: begins on 25th September and 

each Wednesday evening from 7.30 until 9pm to learn more about Catholicism in faith and practice, Sacred 

Scripture and church history.  Please inform Fr. Ness if you wish or anyone in your family wishes to enter the 

RCIA programme leading into 2020.  No one has yet come forward. The Inquiry evening is 25th September. 

Parish Web site: we will open our web site shortly. If you have items on parish history to be posted on this site 

please lend it to Fr Ness or email scanned copies to him at ojness@hotmail.com.   

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

