
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our spiritual, sacramental and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.      

Response to the Psalm: “The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.” 

The hymn numbers for Mass are displayed on the two Boards. The organ has been re-positioned to place 

the choir closer to the congregation and to assist the community participation in the chosen hymns.  

The canonisation today in Rome of Blessed John Henry Newman: we completed the Novena of prayers 

yesterday and here we print one of the many wonderful prayers composed by this Saint:                                                                        

                                                                Meditation on your life’s special Vocation. 

God has created you to do Him some special service. He has committed some work to you that he has 

not committed to another person in history.                                                                                                                 

You have your mission. You may never know it in this life, but you shall be told it in the next.                   

You are a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 

Therefore, you must trust Him.                                                                                                                                                

If you are in sickness, your sickness may serve Him, if you hold great doubts, these may also serve Him. 

If you are in sorrow, your sorrow may serve him.                                                                                                           

He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. 

October - Living the Extraordinary Mission Month [Pope Francis request]:                                           

On leaving the church today there is a pack prepared by Missio Scotland. It sets out the special request of Pope 

Francis to all Catholics in the world to renew their commitment to bring the Gospel to those who do not know Christ. 

This mission begins within our own family circle and circle of friends before extending beyond into the missionary 

activity of the Church.  Please return the special collection box from the pack for the Appeal next Sunday. 

Deanery Mass provisions for Summer 2019 and its importance to St. Brendan’s community:                                                                                                                                                                                           

The bishop has decided how the Diocese will provide in future for priests being on summer holiday. His 

plans will have a significant impact on this Parish   -   and on several other parishes.  Priests will be required 

to move out of their own parish to cover for holiday absences elsewhere. These temporary arrangements to 

cover for priests’ holidays may become the established practice for the provision of Mass in each Deanery. 

This will be decided by the number of families who see their participation in the celebration of Mass in their own parish 

as an important part of their week.  The response of the families will decide the provision of Mass here in St. Brendan’s.                                                                                                                                                                                    

Yesterday Fr. Ness celebrated the Vigil Mass at Carfin.  Fr. McGachey hopes to resume in full time ministry 

there by the end of November but Fr. Ness may be needed to help again between now and Christmas, which 

he is willing to do.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Holidays generally - Fr. Ness will be absent: 23rd – 27th October and 18th-22nd November and 3rd- 8th February.   

Family Life Ministry: the bishop has asked priests to consider what their parish community offers families at 

present spiritually and pastorally and to outline how can this be developed. We mustn’t try only to maintain what we 

have in St. Brendan’s. Let us bring to others the goodness of God which we experience in our life in this parish.   

• We are called to be a welcoming community. We have welcomed many families who have attended 

since May for baptism of their children. We have invited and encouraged all of them to see the grace 

and goodness which being part of this faith community in St. Brendan’s will bring them. 

• Sacramental preparation for P3 and P4 children for March and May 2020 has started. It continues 

every Sunday. Please make this known among your family and circle of friends with children at St. Brendan’s 

School.  Posters with the names of those children whose families have requested the Sacraments for them are 

now displayed at the entrance to the church and on the P3 & P4 Children’s Liturgy Board in the Hall.  

 

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS.                                                                                                                          
This Tuesday Fr. Ness will be available to celebrate Mass at 9.30 as the High School is on holiday.  From the 

following week until Christmas, each Tuesday morning a Liturgy of the Word with distribution of Holy 

Communion will be presented by parishioners to allow him to attend at OLHS.  We thank all who participate 

here and show confidence in the leaders, Evelyn, Elspeth and Margaret and the ministers who serve the 

community. One other parishioner is discerning the invitation to join our three leaders. They will each serve 

for two weeks in succession.  Booklets are available for all. The Liturgies of the Word are prayerfully and 

thoughtfully prepared and this is crucial to the spiritual life of the people of this parish. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE PARISH. 

• Last Sunday the grace of Morning Mass continued through shared hospitality in the hall in 

the model of the first Christians.  Every seat was taken. Families were present in good 

numbers. Thank you, mums and dads. Your children sang with great gusto supported by Sam on 

guitar. This was a great encouragement to all who joined you.  Please support this sharing in 

our life of the parish. All are welcome at this monthly event to share time together.  

• Mrs. Oates saw the children from P1 and P2 who came out to join in the Children’s Liturgy. 

She will underline to the parents of all the children in classes P1 and P2 the importance of 

bringing their children to participate in the life of the church. This can’t be left to the school 

bringing the children to St. Brendan’s for Mass on the First Friday of each month.   

• The Pope Francis Faith Award Scheme involves the children in work at home and in the 

school. Active involvement in the life of the parish leads to a Parish Commendation.  We had 

prepared a booklet last Sunday for each child, containing quotations from the Apostolic 

Letter of Encouragement which Pope Francis issued earlier this year for young people. 

This booklet links enrolment in the Pope Francis Faith Award Scheme with participation in the 

life of the Church in this parish. Olivia and Suzanna, two of our altar servers and Ben, another 

child from P6 have joined the children whom we welcomed onto the altar last Sunday in 

working towards the Parish Commendation.  

• Each Wednesday at 7pm in the Children’s Liturgy Room you can explore and have our Catholic 

Christian faith explained to you. The topic last week was the Gospel of Mark which was written 

30 years after the death of Jesus for the persecuted Christian converts from paganism in Rome. 

The topic this week is the Gospel of Matthew, written for Jewish Christians 40 years after the 

death of Jesus. These topics stand alone and so you can come on any week. 

• The Church desperately needs/wants to improve the knowledge people hold of their faith. 

We will give out to children who attend the Children’s Liturgy the Parish’s Advent Book for 

Children plus either the My Day by Day Advent booklet for Infants or the Junior booklet 

for older children. We will also give a print of each booklet to every teacher in the Primary 

School for use in class.  

• We will open a parish spiritual library in 2020 financed from outwith the Parish to move 

from physical/material improvements in buildings to concentrate on spiritual formation.  

• The Children’s Liturgy programme will be adapted to help the children focus on Advent.  

• In honour of Our Lady, the Rosary will be recited at the beginning of the Holy Hour at 7pm 

each Thursday followed by silent prayer. Benediction will start at 7.45pm.  

• The Wednesday Coffee Morning Mass community grows in strength and the ladies and their 

supporters have financed the purchase of more tables for use in the Hall. Thank you – all of us.   

• To be kept up to date with all that’s going on or is planned, please fill in the form available 

from Pass keepers which asks only your family name and for your mobile number for text 

messages to you. 

•      The invitation to engage in the life of this community is open to everyone.                                                                                                                                                                



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                                                        

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind remembrance occurs about now: Robert [Bobbie] Boyle;        

Sarah Ness; Peter McAlinden and Mary McGinn; Ann McGhee; Hugh Thomson.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

and those who have died recently: Margaret [ms. Simmons] Bradley [St. Thomas’ parish]; Peter Dougan. 

Janette McPake. 

In the Stall:  Pope Francis’ A-Z Living for Christ and the My Day by Day booklets for October and in advance 

for November before the Advent special edition arrives; the Magnificat booklet which is a level beyond My Day 

by Day is now available, as is the Sacred Heart Messenger booklet produced in Dublin and edited there by the 

Jesuits. It contains very good articles on faith, prayer and practice, with something suitable for all ages including 

an interesting section for children. Please give thought and find time to deepen your knowledge of our 

faith and so help it to grow within you and open you up to the presence and power of God’s Spirit in you.  

Looking back and looking forward:                                                                                                       
St. Margaret’s Church of Scotland parish: unfortunately, the Session Clerk didn’t receive our request to join 

with our neighbours and fellow Christians in celebrating the Feasts of St. Margaret and St. Andrew in November 

and also to join them in a Christmas Carol Service. We hope we can now make progress with this initiative.   

Something for all children of the Parish: Hallowe’en Party in our Hall on Sunday 3rd November immediately 

after Mass. You can come in fancy dress to Mass that morning. Keep the date free, children.   

Netherton Court Care Home: Fr. Ness celebrates a Liturgy with the Catholic residents there each Saturday at 

3pm. He both needs and welcomes help and thanks Elspeth, Margaret and Elizabeth once again. Mass was 

celebrated there last Monday. This will continue on the first Monday of each month and in the week of 

Christmas. Annie Tierney of this parish is a recent resident there and relishes the presence of people and of the 

priest from her own parish. Her great niece, Gayle Tait, who is her Guardian has written in these words: Annie 

was a member of St. Brendan’s for many years having lived in Muirhouse Tower until December 2018. 

Going to Mass at St. Brendan’s was central to Annie’s life and she placed great emphasis on the role of the 

Church within her life.  How do we preserve such feelings about St. Brendan’s and pass it to this generation? 

Presentation to Fr. Michael Brown for his ministry here: this Friday at 7pm in the Hall. We hope this will 

be a very happy occasion. A parishioner will make the presentation to Fr. Brown. If you received a ticket, please 

do come and join in this celebration.  

The Annual Memorial Mass will be on a Thursday evening next month. Families are invited to give to Fr. Ness 

the names of those belonging to them who have died between 1st November 2018 and 31st October 2019 whom 

they wish to be remembered at this Mass whether or not the Requiem Mass or funeral was celebrated here. 

Thank you, Evelyn for providing the new covers for the pyx used by the Eucharistic Ministers to take Holy 

Communion to the sick and housebound. 

The last carpet: we will lift the carpet around the stall after Mass this pm so the replacement can be laid this 

week. Thank you to the parishioner who gave a donation to help meet this outlay. Please remain as generous as 

possible in the Sunday Collections. This month we must pay in one instalment the annual property insurance 

premium of £3927.81. and the quarterly gas and electricity invoices for the church, the hall and the chapel 

house. We hold funds for these outlays but after payment it doesn’t leave much to cover the unexpected.   

Parish Web site: John and Brian of Sancta Familia are about to put our web site live online.  A video message 

about the Parish with aerial film of its boundaries around Muirhouse, spoken by Fr. Ness can be viewed in 

advance on YouTube: youtu.be/YpxJMfleeGg. It carries a very important truth about this community – past, 

present and future and its future is in the hands of the parishioners. They, YOU, will determine it. 

 

  

 

Twenty Eighth Sunday in the Ordinary Season, 13th October 2019. 

This week: we continue Living the Extraordinary Mission Month - the initiative of 

Pope Francis for the Church. Next Sunday we will hold the Mission Sunday Appeal. 

 

We wish all the families of the parish with young people and/or children at 

school, a safe and restful week during the mid-term break.    

 

Mass times: Sunday at 10.30AM [with Children’s Liturgy] and at 4.30PM        

and: Monday to Saturday at 9.30AM.                                                                                 

Holy Hour: at 7pm on Thursday each week with October Devotions -   Rosary 

and Benediction, closing with Salve Regina [sung] 

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

