
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our spiritual, sacramental and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.      

Response to the Psalm: “In your goodness O God, you prepared a home for the poor” 

The hymn numbers for Mass are displayed on the two Hymn Boards, please join in the 

singing at both Masses today.  

Soundtec who supplied and installed the organ will re-position it this week to allow the 

choir to be closer to the congregation to further encourage our communal singing. 

Madeline is still sunbathing on a Greek island and thus in her absence her Aunt Eva will 

provide the music for our hymns at 4.30 pm Mass today. Thank you for this help. 

Sound bites for our inspiration and affirmation. 

Daniel Kennedy, the newly commissioned Eucharistic Minister, who spoke with such openness and faith 

filled language to us last Sunday morning at Mass, is bringing Samantha, a very special woman in his 

life, to Mass here today. We welcome Samantha warmly to St. Brendan’s for her present and future. 

Sean and Alison are the most recent in what is now a long line of parents who have requested baptism 

for their child. We welcome them with their son Daniel Ross Kearney to Mass today. They come to meet 

with Fr. Ness to begin the preparation. One mother of a young family within the parish will accompany 

Fr. Ness in meeting the families and explaining what it means to be part of our faith community. 

A young mother of young children completed the parish’s form last week to provide her name and family 

details for text message purposes. In her covering card she wrote “as a mother trying to raise my girls 

with faith, a Sunday morning [here in St. Brendan’s] has been made a lot easier for me” 

If you also want to be kept up to date with all that’s going on or is planned, please complete the form 

we offer to all. If you feel you belong here, we ask only your family name, whether you have children or 

young people at either school. We also ask for your mobile number for text messaging to you. The pass 

keepers have the forms to give out and receive back. 

This Friday is the First Friday in September. The parish Mass with P2-P7 children and with their families 

will be at 9.30. The children will assist as leaders of the Scriptures, the Prayers of Intercession and the 

Offertory Procession and teachers will assist as Eucharistic Ministers. 

The same day, Bishop Toal will celebrate Mass in Our Lady’s High School at 11.30 as the patronal feast 

day. Fr. Ness will concelebrate Mass as chaplain and all priests of parishes in and around Motherwell 

from where young people attend the School, have also been invited to concelebrate this Mass. 

All young people of St. Brendan’s: please know that each one of you can work in the vineyard of Jesus.         

Girls and boys: fill out one of the multi coloured card if you want to take part in this parish in any way.  

You can get one form the pass keepers at the back of the church, before or after Mass                                   

Grateful thanks are offered to all parishioners who give a great and generous welcome to the children.  

We contributed £217 to the Holy Ghost Fathers Summer Draw. Elizabeth McCarrison looked after the 

sale of tickets over many weeks. We are very grateful to Elizabeth. Next week we will take up the 

Special Collection for Peter’s Pence as the second collection and the following Sunday the Special 

Collection set by the Diocese for that day is to help fund the training of priest for this Diocese.   

  

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS 

We thank Fr. John Zampese [Xaverian Father] and Deacon John McGarry who each presided 

at two Masses and two Liturgies of the Word both here and in the High School in the absence 

of Fr. Ness last week. Our Mass without music or hymns will be celebrated on Monday of each week 

starting from this Monday as Fr. Ness is now committed to OLHS each Tuesday from 8AM. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL WHO FEEL THEY BELONG TO THIS PARISH. 

• Bishop Toal called a meeting of all High School chaplains on 21st September. 

• It was emphasised that as Diocesan clergy we need to give this ministry a priority as we 
need to reach out to the young people in the schools and let them know we care for them 
as they are the future of the Church in this Diocese.  

• It is vital that we continue to work in the schools and accompany the young people and 
the staffs that make up these faith communities.  

• He has now issued instructions to priests based upon the discussions at that meeting. 

• All chaplains should commit at least 12 to 14 hours each week to the School in their 

charge and should involve themselves as fully as possible in all aspects of its life. 

• The Holy Days of Obligation that fall within the school year, and Ash Wednesday, should 
be celebrated by the school community, either in the parish church or the school itself. 

• Catholics still keep some of our feast days as holy days and we have to demonstrate this 
to our young people, while explaining to them also that every Sunday is a Holy Day.  

• Fr. Ness presently commits seven hours per week to Our Lady’s High School. 

Doubling that commitment will impact on his ministry in the parish. 

• Fr. Ness will meet with Mr. Cardle at OLHS and with Mrs Oates to plan how best to fulfill 

the instructions of the bishop and yet provide the help which the children of the Primary 

School must receive from the priest of the parish. This will need cooperation from the 

whole parish community. 

• Fr. Ness’s children and grandchildren have asked him to make time for them over the 

next three months. They know that during Advent and over Christmas and into 2020 

they will not be able to see him because of his ministry here and in the schools. 

• On 10th September Fr. Ness will leave on a Retreat lasting until 19th September.  Before 

he leaves, he needs to meet parents with children at St. Brendan’s PS to describe the 

spiritual preparation of their children to celebrate the Sacraments of the Church. This 

parish community will play a large part in this preparation process.  Spending more time 

in OLHS will reduce the time Fr. Ness has very willingly given to the school since last 

February. Parents with children in P1, P3 and P4 should have a special interest in 

this meeting in the church at 2pm next Sunday but all parents are very welcome.                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Request to celebrate First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: families who have not 

yet obtained and completed a form of Request for their child should obtain this from the Children’s 

Liturgy Team. Fifteen [First Reconciliation] and nineteen [First Holy Communion] forms have been 

completed so far. The Parish is at the heart of celebrating all seven Sacraments. 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

Young children and the Pope Francis Award: the Scottish Catholic Education Service has written 

to ask parishes to support the parents and the teachers in the parish’s school(s) who promote the 

Award Scheme with their children. We will do all we can to support Mrs. Oates and the staff in this. 



 

  

 

Today after morning Mass we will meet in the Hall to share our time and 

conversation and to share (small) sausage rolls, cakes and refreshments for 

adults and children. The leaders from members of our young families felt 

that we should start without delay and set the first Sunday in each month for 

this pastoral initiative -  today being the first Sunday in September.  

Last Sunday we welcomed P5 children: Emma, Ellidh, Collette, Nathan, Daniel, Sean, Rebekka 

and Anthony as altar servers. Two teams of servers have now been formed for the morning 

Mass on Sunday with children being welcome to join Olivia and Zuzanna who serve at the 

afternoon Mass, if at any time they attend that Mass. 

Twenty second Sunday in the Ordinary Season – 1st September 2019. 

Mass times: Sunday at 10.30AM [with Children’s Liturgy] and at 4.30PM        

and: Monday to Saturday at 9.30AM.                                                                                 

Holy Hour: at 7pm on Thursday each week, ending with Evening Prayer. 

PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                                                         

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind remembrance occurs about now: Mary Crowe; Mary Welsh; 

Elizabeth Welsh; Connie McGinn; Cathie Hughes;     

and those who have died recently: Michael Todd [Lochgilphead]; Daniel McDermott; 

In the Stall:  Elspeth, Evelyn and May have extended the stock of the Stall, looking to the end of the 

year. In addition to A-Z Living for Christ cost [£2.50]and the My Day by Day booklets with Sacred 

Scripture for September we have been given 20 complimentary copies of the Magnificat booklet 

for the month of September. It is a marvelous spiritual publication, a stage beyond My Day by Day.    

Looking back and looking forward:                                                                                             
The Relic of Saint Therese at Carfin Grotto: We will say the Novena Prayer today after both Masses and 

continuing until 7th September.   Please take the Memorial Prayer Card to use as a general prayer and also the 

Novena card home with you to use to complete the Novena each day until 7th September  

The Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Participation at Mass on Sunday by families with children of school age: the introduction of the P1 children 

will be a consistent part of the Children’s Liturgy programme and not simply a single event. We want every 

Mass in this parish to be a welcome for every person. Many families recognize the goodness of this in their 

spiritual life. We have a mission by word and deed to the families within this parish who don’t yet experience or 

encounter the power and presence of Jesus Christ in our ministry here to children and young people.   

Something for all children to look forward to: Hallowe’en Party in our Hall on 3rd November immediately 

after Mass and come in fancy dress to Mass that morning. Keep the date free, children.  There is no charge. 

The other side of the spectrum of life: yesterday pm Fr. Ness led a short liturgy at Netherton Court Care 

Home involving hymns and an explanation of the Gospel of today, and prayers for the intentions presented by 

the residents.  He then distributed Holy Communion. Elspeth and Margaret helped with assemble and care for 

the many residents who attended. He will welcome help from anyone who feels able to offer this. On the first 

Monday of each month starting this Monday he will celebrate Mass there at 2.15. This will release ministers to 

share more equally in the rota for the home visits to our sick and house bound parishioners. We will set a date 

early in October for a Mass for the Sick and Housebound to which all will be welcome for Holy Anointing. 

Marion Currie, Evelyn Dunbar, Richard Douglas and Kathleen Cosgrove are among many parishioners who 

have served the residents of Netherton Court – Marion for twenty-one years -   by bringing Holy Communion to 

them from Mass in this parish. Our community affirms and thanks them for this beautiful committed ministry.  

The Wednesday Mass at 9.30 and coffee morning to follow has resumed in the Hall.  It is a sacred and peace -

filled way to celebrate what it means to be a truly Eucharistic community.  Read the article published on the last 

page of the SCO this weekend. Do you agree with the comments on what contributes to the sacred space? 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults plus ongoing religious formation begins on 25th September and each 

Wednesday evening from 7.30 until 9pm to learn more about Catholicism in faith and practice, Scripture and 

church history.  Please inform Fr. Ness if you wish or anyone in your family wishes to enter the RCIA 

programme leading into 2020. The Inquiry evening is 25th September. 

Parish Web site: we will open our web site shortly. If you have items on parish history to be posted on this site, 

please lend it to Fr Ness or email scanned copies to him at ojness@hotmail.com.   

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

