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The Good News of Hell
What is the biblical view of hell?

Who am I?

• Husband and father

• Elder at Centrepoint 
Church

• Work with Friends 
International

Thehellproject.online

Asimpleblog.online

The purpose of tonight

• Not to preach one view*

• To give a broad view of 
scripture

• To unpick tradition and 
culture *carefully*

• To focus on the question: 
What does God’s judgement 
look like?

*I have a perspective and this may be visible 
through the evening

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Why focus on hell?

•An important doctrine 

•Much is assumed about it 

•An apologetic issue

•Clarity 

Outline for tonight
• Three views of hell

• The Language of hell

• The Old Testament view of death, judgement and hope

• Jesus’ teaching on hell

• The New Testament view of death, judgement and hope

• Q&A

Three Views on Hell
What is the biblical view of hell?
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Universalism
All will be saved in the end.
• An evangelical rebirth
• An emphasis on the apokatastasis

or reconciliation of all things
• An emphasis on God is love
• Hell is restorative

Some Evangelical Proponents: 
Robin Parry, George MacDonald, 
Thomas Talbott

Conditional Immortality
Only the redeemed will live after 
judgement.
• A focus on the definition of life and 

death
• An emphasis on the end of evil and 

death 
• Hell is total destruction for the 

unrepentant

Some Evangelical Proponents:
Edward Fudge, John Stott, Preston 
Sprinkle,

Those not in the book of life will face 
ongoing torment for eternity. 
• An emphasis on the New Testament 
• An emphasis on holiness and sin
• Hell is ongoing conscious torment for 

eternity

Some Evangelical Proponents: 
• Torment as separation/confinement: Tim 

Keller, CS Lewis, The Bible Project
• Torment as terror/pain: Robert Peterson, 

John Piper, Jonathan Edwards

Eternal Conscious Torment 
or Traditionalism
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Which is the biblical view?

Language of Hell

•4 Greek/Hebrew words 
translated Hell by KJV
• Sheol
• Hades 
• Gehenna 
• Tartarus 

What does the OT say 
about Hell?

Is the OT silent about hell?
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The Old Testament and 
Death
• In the beginning … Genesis 1 to 3

• “In the day that you eat of it, you 
shall surely die.”

• “Surely die” = “Deserve to die” in 
Jeremiah 26:8-11

• Death of Adam and Eve is not 
immediate

• Often qualified as spiritual 
death

The Old Testament and 
Death

• Humanity is sentenced to die.
• Genesis 3:19, “For dust you 

are and to dust you will 
return”

• Genesis 3:22, Removal of 
access to the tree of life (this 
is important!)

Sheol and Hades
• The place of the dead, the grave, the 

pit, under the earth
• 1 Sam 2:6, 2 Sam 22:6, Psalms 18:5, 

Proverbs 5:5, Numbers 16:33 and 
others.

• God is there – Psalms 139:8
• People are cut off from him – Psalms 

88:5
• A place with no memory of God –

Psalm 6:5
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Sheol and Hades

• “Shades” – Isaiah 14:9 

•A place for both the righteous 
and the wicked – Job 24:19, 
Psalms 9:17, Genesis 37:35

•A place of no return – Job 7:9, 
Psalms 55:15, 89:48

Issues to be aware of regarding Sheol

• Often referenced in poetry and figurative language

• Often interpreted as the traditional view of hell
• Sheol is a place of silence and no memory of God while 

Hell is traditionally understood to be weeping, gnashing 
of teeth in the face of God.

• Sheol is currently in existence (e.g. Gen 37:35) while Hell 
is after resurrection and judgement

• Sheol, death and sin are all intertwined.

Old Testament and 
Judgement

• Genesis 7 and 19:
• Total destruction and death
• Smoke

• Exodus 33 and Numbers 16:
• God will consume
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Old Testament and 
Judgement

• Psalms 37:
• Wicked will be no more

• Isaiah 34:9-10
• Smoke will go up 

forever and ever

Old Testament and 
Judgement

• Isaiah 66:24
• Unquenchable Fire 
• Worm that never dies
• Corpse
• Abhorrence

• Jeremiah 7 & 19
• Valley of Hinnom = Gehenna
• Valley of Slaughter (7:31, 19:6)
• Bodies of the dead eaten by 

animals

Old Testament and 
Judgement

• Daniel 12:2
• resurrection 
• Shame
• Everlasting abhorrence/contempt

• Malachi 
• Life for the righteous
• Ash for the ungodly
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Old Testament Hope

• Isaiah 25:6-9 
• No More Death 

• Daniel 12:2 – Resurrection
• Those who are “asleep in the 

dust” will awake
• Hosea 13:14 

• Death has no more plagues, Sheol
has no more sting

Summary of OT

•When you die you go to Sheol
• Judgement of God always leads to death of the 
wicked 

•Gehnna will be a ‘valley of slaughter’
•The hope of an ultimate triumph over 
death/Sheol and the wicked

•The hope that the way of the wicked will perish

What does Jesus say 
about Hell?

Does Jesus preach more about hell 
than anyone else?
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Jesus’ Teaching

• Gehenna = Gehinnom = Valley 
of Hinnom

• Mark 9:42-50 
• Unquenchable Fire 
• Worm that does not die
• Better to lose a limb than your 

whole body

Jesus’ Teaching

• Matthew 3 and Luke 3
• The wheat and the chaff
• Unquenchable fire 

consumes chaff

• See also Matthew 13

Jesus’ Teaching

• Matthew 10:28, Luke 12:4-8
• Do not fear being killed 

(body only)
• Fear God who can destroy 

both body and soul in/cast 
into Gehenna
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• Matthew 25:41-46
• Eternal Fire (see Jude 7)
• Eternal Punishment 

Jesus’ Teaching

What about Luke 16!?
• Hades - not after judgement

• Paradise, chasm and torment is 2nd

temple understanding of 
Sheol/Hades

• Can be taken literally but it is still 
Hades

• Can be taken as a parable and 
teach about the dangers of money

• Both views need time and study

• Does not discuss Gehenna/Hell

Conclusion

• Jesus taught eternal punishment – this is 
interpreted as death or ongoing torment

• Jesus connected eternal punishment with 
Gehenna, a connection to Jeremiah’s ‘Valley of 
Slaughter’ 

•To clarify what Gehenna was for his audience, 
Mark connected it to Isaiah’s vision of corpses. 
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What does the NT say 
about Hell?

Does the NT clarify what hell is?

John

• John 3
• Eternal life or perish
• Whoever rejects the son,

will not see life

• 1 John 5
• Whoever has the Son has 

life
• Whoever does not have the 

son does not have life

Paul

• Romans 6:23
• The wages of sin is death

• 1 Corinthians 15
• Death is the last enemy 
• The sting of death is sin
• Where oh death is your 

victory? (also Hosea 13:14)
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Paul

•2 Thessalonians 1:9-11
• Destruction from the 

presence of the Lord
• See Isaiah 26:9, Heb 12:18

•Philippians 3:18
• Their end is destruction

Hebrews

ETERNAL

REDEMPTION (9:12)

Jesus death completed in a moment but 
the consequent life for those who believe 
is eternal.

ETERNAL

JUDGEMENT (6:2)

Judgement is carried out in a moment 
depending on who is in the book of life 
(Daniel 12, Revelation 20). The results are 
eternal.

ETERNAL

PUNISHMENT

(MATT 25)

Punishment is carried out in a moment 
(duration can be open to debate), but the 
destruction is final, and the results are 
eternal.

Peter

• 2 Peter 2:6: 
• Destruction of S&G is an 

example of what happens to 
the ungodly (see Jude 7)

• 2 Peter 3:5-7 
• Destruction of the ungodly by 

fire like the flood destroyed the 
ungodly
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Tartarus

•2 Peter 2:4

• “4For if God did not spare angels when they 
sinned, but cast them into hell and committed 
them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept 
until the judgment;”

Tartarus

•2 Peter 2:12-13a

• “12But these, like irrational animals, creatures of 
instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, 
blaspheming about matters of which they are 
ignorant, will also be destroyed in their 
destruction, 13suffering wrong as the wage for 
their wrongdoing.”

Revelation

•Revelation 14:11 
• Cup of wrath (Drink Jer 25:27 = killed by the sword)
• Tormented with fire (Gen 19 – S&G)
• Presence of the angels and lamb (Isaiah 26, 

Hebrews 12)
• Smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever

(Isaiah 24 in reference to Edom)
• No rest, day or night (Psalms 22:2)
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Revelation

•Revelation 14 compared with Revelation 18 and 19
• Cup of wrath (18:6)
• Tormented with fire (18:8 and 18:9)
• Smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever

(torment – 18:10, smoke goes up forever – 19:3)
• ‘Babylon will be no more’(18:21)

Revelation

• Revelation 20:9-10, 13-15
• A dragon…what? (v2)
• Lake of fire and sulphur
• Tormented day and night 

forever and ever
• Death and hades in the lake 

of fire
• This is the second death, the 

lake of fire.

New Testament Hope

•The resurrection body for the redeemed (1 Cor 
15)

•The end of death (1 Cor 15, Rev 21:4) 
•Eternal life (John 3:16)
•The reconciliation of all things (Col 1:20)
•The new creation and the tree of life (Rev 2:7, 
21:4, 22)
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The Good News of Hell

• Hell is not a place where the devil and demons have 
power. (2 Peter 2:4, Rev 14:11, Rev 20)

• The gospel is life or death (John 3:16, Romans 6:23)

• God will destroy/contain/torment the wicked, evil 
and death

• We look forward to a new creation where God will 
dwell with his people (Revelation 21) 

• Amen.

The Better News of Hell – in my opinion

• Hell is not a place where the devil and demons have 
power. (2 Peter 2:4, Rev 14:11, Rev 20)

• The gospel is life or death (John 3:16, Romans 6:23)
• God will destroy the wicked, evil and death itself  

(Isaiah 25:6-9 and Rev 21:4)
• We look forward to a new creation where God will 

dwell with his people and there will be no more 
death, pain or mourning! (Revelation 21) 

• Amen.

A Biblical View

• I would counsel ECT and CI as biblical in our 
churches though I argue for the latter

•My journey has taken over 3 years so take your 
time!

• I would counsel to avoid universalism though 
there are evangelical arguments for it 

•Please make your own mind up, but do study it. 
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Q&A

Peter

•Acts 3:23
• Every soul who does not 

listen to that prophet 
shall be destroyed from 
the people. 

• (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, 
see also Deuteronomy 7)

The Church Fathers

• Ignatius (35-108AD) – “Let us not therefore be 
insensible to his kindness. For were He to reward us 
according to our works, we should cease to be”.  

• Iraeneus (120-202AD) – “this is man’s real death, that 
which leaves nothing behind… the last end… 
annihilation”

• Arnobius (255-330AD) – “he who will reject 
[life]…deprives himself of continuance for ever and 
ever”
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The Church Fathers
• Epistle of Barnabas (70-132AD) – “…but he who chooses 

other things shall be destroyed with his works…for the 
day is at hand on which all things shall perish with the 
evil [one]”

• Athanasius (296-374AD) – “…since they derive their being 
from God who IS, be everlastingly bereft even of being; 
in other words, that they should be disintegrated and 
abide in death and corruption.”

• 2nd Temple Judaism – a mix of ideas – see Judith, 
Macabees and read A Consuming Fire by Edward 
Fudge.
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