
 

 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 9-025B 
 

A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO ADD AN EX-OFFICIO REPRESENTATIVE 
SEAT ON THE ASSEMBLY 

WHEREAS, there is a historic lack of socioeconomic diversity within CSG as a whole -
- the most recent report found that students from family incomes of 
$250,000 or more made up nearly 40% of the 6th Assembly, and those 
from family incomes of $100,000 or more made up 70%1; AND 

WHEREAS, past holders of the offices of CSG President and Vice President have been 
even less diverse, having overwhelmingly been from high-SES 
backgrounds2; AND 

WHEREAS, This has caused a situation where CSG has at times been ignorant of the 
woes, experiences, and struggles of students who are socio-economically 
disadvantaged, being seen as unable to initially understand the economic 
equity implications of a policy requiring those involved in a University 
hearing to have legal counsel3, having political parties run on policies that, 
to some, fail to address any of the “legitimate means to solve the problem 
of food insecurity that is endemic to many students across campus,”4 and, 
most notably, having released an Affordability Guide whose “advice 
seemed to come from a place of outright privilege, exhibiting just how 
removed from campus life [CSG was] by issuing out ‘budgeting’ tips such 
as firing one’s gardener or to stop using a laundry service,” or whose 
“[o]ne tip included the suggestion that students pay off their credit card 
debt with another credit card”5; AND  

WHEREAS, The CSG Constitution mandates five ex-officio Representatives already - 
one first-year undergraduate student, one first-year graduate student, one 
transfer student, one international students, and one non-traditional student 
- in order that these students are advocated for on Assembly, and it is the 

                                                
1 https://umcsg.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/csg-report-final-1.pdf  
2 https://www.michigandaily.com/news/data-demonstrates-questionable-diversity-csg 	
3 https://www.michigandaily.com/section/student-government/csg-debates-university-sexual-misconduct-policy-
changing-assembly-weekly  
4 https://www.michigandaily.com/section/editorials/daily-vote-your-conscience  
5 https://www.michigandaily.com/section/editorials/daily-csg-cannot-afford-another-misstep  



opinion of the authors that the needs of socio-economically disadvantaged 
students are such that they ought to be ensured they are being advocated 
for on Assembly; THEREFORE BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that a ballot question be put to the student body in the November 2019 
CSG election, as follows, and including as an attachment the contents of 
Appendix A: 

 “This ballot item is an amendment to the Constitution of the University of 
Michigan Ann Arbor Campus Student Body regarding ex officio members 
on the Central Student Government Assembly. The current form of the 
Constitution enumerates five seats: one first-year undergraduate student, 
one first-year graduate student, one non-traditional student, one 
international student, and one transfer student. This amendment would add 
one additional seat, for one student who is or would be Pell-Grant-eligible 
according to their FAFSA Student Aid Report. The full text of the section 
it would modify is attached, highlighting the proposed text. 
 
Shall this amendment be adopted?” 

Authors 

Carla Voigt, Engineering Sam Braden, LSA 

Attest 

 

Whit Froehlich, Medicine 
Speaker of the Assembly 

(Representatives) Yes: 18 No: 2  Abstain: 1  Date: 8 October 2019 

(Delegations)  Yes: 11 No: 1  Abstain: 0  Date: 8 October 2019 
  



Appendix A. 

ARTICLE II, SECTION II: The Assembly.  

 
SECTION 2. THE ASSEMBLY. The Assembly shall be composed of 45 voting representatives 
elected from among 
67 the students every year according to their degree-granting units, as defined by the Board of 
Regents. These seats 
68 shall be apportioned between the degree-granting units using the Huntington-Hill method, 
with enrollments 
69 determined by the average of the most recent Winter Term and Fall Term enrollments for 
each unit, and each unit 
70 receiving at least one representative. Such apportionment shall be tabulated once each year. 
Each representative 
71 shall have one vote in the Assembly. 
72 There shall be six additional ex-officio representatives of the Assembly. These representatives 
shall be: 
73 one first-year undergraduate students, one first-year graduate student, one non-traditional 
student, one international 
74 student, and one transfer student, and one student who is Pell-Grant-eligible or who would be 
eligible to receive one based on the Expected Family Contribution listed on the FAFSA SAR. 
These representatives shall be selected by a method determined by the Assembly. 
75 Assembly Representatives shall be elected in the March election for a one year term. The 
method of voting 
76 for Assembly representatives shall be a Borda count. Accordingly, each voter may vote for no 
more than n 
77 candidates in their constituency, where n is the number of seats open in the constituency. The 
voter shall rank the 
78 candidates from 1 to n on the basis of preference. A kth place vote shall count for (n 
− k +1) points, such that a first 
79 place vote shall count for n points, a second place vote shall count for (n − 1) points, 
et cetera, such that an nth place 
80 vote shall count for one point. The n candidates with the most total points shall be declared 
the winners. In the event 
81 of a tie, the newly elected Assembly shall choose amongst the tied candidates. 
82 The Assembly shall meet at least weekly during the academic year. 
83 The Assembly shall have the power to choose its own Speaker, Vice Speaker, and other 
officers as it shall 
84 deem necessary from among its membership. The Speaker shall chair general sessions of the 
Assembly. Assembly 
85 officers shall be responsible for accepting items for the Assembly’s agenda and docket, and 
officers may be recalled 
86 by a two-thirds majority vote of the Assembly. 



87 The Assembly shall have the power to levy dues and provide for their collection equitably 
among the 
88 students. The Assembly shall not raise the level of the fee above a maximum limit approved 
by a vote of the student 
89 body and the Regents. It shall appropriate all funds collected within the fee limit to student 
organizations and student 
90 body programs and events as it shall deem expedient. All funds collected in excess of the fee 
limit shall be placed in 
91 a University account created for the sole purpose of holding such funds, and shall only be 
appropriated upon a 
92 referendum empowering the Central Student Government to appropriate such funds. 
93 The Assembly shall produce, publish, and maintain Operating Procedures, which shall 
describe the 
94 standing rules, procedures, and internal structures of the Assembly. The Operating Procedures 
shall provide for the 
95 manner of officer selection, procedures for the formation and operation of committees, and 
any other rules of 
96 Assembly proceedings necessary for the execution of Assembly duties under this Constitution 
and the Compiled 
97 Code. 
98 The Assembly shall produce, publish, and maintain an Assembly Register as an account of all 
Assembly 
99 proceedings. The Register shall minimally include minutes, attendance, reports, recorded 
votes, and resolutions. 
100 The Assembly shall produce, publish, and maintain a Compiled Code of legislation, which 
shall contain all 
101 Central Student Government regulations currently and permanently affecting student 
government or the student 
102 body, excluding provisions of the Operating Procedures. 
103 The Assembly shall have the power to pass resolutions and amend the Operating Procedures 
and the 
104 Compiled Code. All resolutions to amend the Compiled Code shall pass the Assembly by a 
simple majority vote. 
105 The Assembly may require a student’s presence at a hearing by clear and timely subpoena. 


