
 
 

‘Retrospective’  
Annual Newsletter  

 
  

 

 

 
Presentation of a photograph of the Hospital of St Cross to our retiring Founder-Chairman, Richard Chisnell (left) by the incoming 
Chairman, John Pringle (right) on Friends’ Day, 12 May 2018. 
  

Thank you for the positive feedback we received about this publication last year. In view of this, we intend to 
follow the same format for our ‘Retrospective’ this year, but we continue to welcome new ideas, and 
suggestions to improve it still further. When you have finished reading it, please share it with your friends and 
we’d be delighted if they would join us as Friends with a capital ‘F’! Our contact details are on the back page. 
 
The 2018 AGM saw a ‘changing of the guard’ when our founding Chairman Richard Chisnell stood down and 
John Pringle took on this role. Richard and John have worked closely together since our charity was founded 
and Richard remains on the Board of Trustees, so we wait to see what changes – if any – may follow! 
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Our New Treasurer – Robin Goater 

  

Foreword by our Chairman, John Pringle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 In April 2018, Robin Goater (left) took on the role of Treasurer, from 
John Pringle. He writes: ‘Having been born and brought up in 
Hampshire, I moved away to pursue a career as an accountant. I 
worked initially in local government and more recently in the charity 
sector; taking me to West Yorkshire then the West Midlands. I 
returned to Hampshire in 2017 when my wife Catherine Ogle was 
installed as the Dean at Winchester Cathedral. I am now retired from 
paid work and split my time between supporting Catherine, helping in 
a range of roles for various charities in Hampshire and beyond, and of 
course walking to and from the beautiful Hospital of St Cross with 
our dog Kimi. 
 
 ‘It is an honour to be your treasurer as we pass the £100,000 mark of grants 

to the Hospital and look forward to the next £100,000.  It is great to be 
associated with the hard-working team of Trustees and volunteers at St 
Cross. They make sure that we not only offer great fellowship and events, 
but, as importantly, we minimise costs and maximise grants. This means 
that the value of all your donations - and more - can be passed on in full to 
the Hospital.’ Shown on the right is the symbolic cheque for £100,000, 
created to mark the significant milestone we have reached as a charity.  
 

 

I am writing this on a glorious spring day and have just walked 
around the Master’s Garden which is looking immaculate as 
usual. St Catherine’s Hill was clothed in new greenery and the 
birds were singing in the welcome warmth. Where better place in 
the world to be! 
 
It is a real pleasure to be able to reflect on another busy Friends’ 
year, my first as your Chairman. You will see from the articles in 
this Retrospective that in 2018 we arranged a wide range of 
events and from the lively photos that they were greatly 
appreciated. We welcome hearing from you of places we might 
visit or activities we might undertake in the future so please be in 
touch with your ideas.  
 

The introduction on the front page by our wonderful magazine Editor, Gill Rushton, said wait and see 
what changes there might be with a new Chairman. I can assure you nothing dramatic is about to 
happen! However no charity can stand still if it is to maintain its vitality and relevance to changing 
times. So the Marketing team will be on the look-out for ways we can add more value to your 
memberships and attract new Friends to join us in our mission to support our glorious Hospital.  
 
With my heartfelt thanks for your continuing Friendship. 
 

'  
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Promotional Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Trustees’ Visit to the Forge  
On a glorious spring day in April 2018, several of your Trustees visited Wheely Down Forge at Warnford to see 
the ongoing work to manufacture the otter-proof gate for the Master’s Garden, which the Friends’ grant to the 
Hospital has enabled. Hospital Trustee Katherine Wake, who had kindly made the visit possible, generously 
provided refreshments in her lovely garden before the group proceeded to the Forge. There, the artist and 
sculptor, Charles Normandale (depicted on the right of the photograph below), explained his methods and 
showed other examples of his work to the Trustees before they moved into his workshop to view the, by then 
almost-completed, gate to discuss final details. 
 

     

Our new promotional banners have been used 
several times during the year, notably at the St 
Cross Fete in June (depicted left) and at the 
Michaelmas Fair in September (depicted right) – 
with Friend Liz Loader aka Jane Austen stopping 
en route to her Cathedral stall, to chat with us! 

In the late summer, in an attempt to attract new 
Friends, we offered free tours of the Hospital to 
residents of selected local streets, but regrettably 
there was little take-up for this. If you know of 
anyone who would like to join our charity, please 
encourage them, as new Friends are always 
welcome. 

 

 

During 2018 we launched into social media for the first time, by opening 
accounts with Facebook (Friends of St Cross Winchester) and Twitter  
(@friends_cross) through which we hope in the future to interest new and 
existing Friends.  Please do follow us and spread the word about our friendly 
organisation! You may also like our promotional pens which are now available 
for sale in the shop. 

 
 

This year, we owe a huge debt of thanks to Winchester website 
designer, Big Mallet, for developing and improving the Friends’ 
website. Please visit the site at http://www.friendsofstcross.com  
to see for yourself how much better it is! 
 

 

http://www.friendsofstcross.com/
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2018 At A Glance 

New Year Reception 
2018 got off to a cracking start with our annual Reception in the Brethren’s Hall on 11 January. Over 100 
Friends attended this year, including many Brothers and Hospital Trustees. There was a convivial spirit in the 
Hall as everyone exchanged news and looked forward to the year ahead, aided by a festive drink and multiple 
canapés.  
 
Our outgoing Chairman, Richard Chisnell, welcomed everyone, and thanked those who had helped with the 
preparations; John Pringle, then Treasurer, outlined what the year ahead might hold and then it was a great 
pleasure to hear from our new Patron, the exuberant Alastair Bruce (depicted below centre), who gave a stirring 
speech explaining his links to St Cross dating back to his childhood. He described his love of the place and his 
interest in the role St Cross Hospital has played over the centuries as an integral part of Winchester’s history. 
Alastair also spoke about the part he had played in a unique television programme due to be shown on the 
following Sunday in which he talked to Her Majesty the Queen about the Crown Jewels, which had been 
another of his interests since childhood. News of this programme hit the national headlines on the following 
day, so we were very honoured that Alastair had found time to be with us during such an energetic press launch. 
Twitter followers amongst us were glad to read his ‘tweet’ later that evening, in which he enthused about both St 
Cross Hospital and the Friends.  
 

     
 

Monthly Lunches 

During the winter months, our regular lunches continued and as always, were thoroughly enjoyed by those who 
attended. They were once again masterminded by Doreen Jenkins, with a team of helpers, and it was a particular 
pleasure at the spring lunch in March to celebrate the ‘significant’ birthdays of both Doreen and one of her key 
helpers, Brother Emeritus Andrew (now a resident of St John’s, Winchester). Below is a photograph of them 
both as everyone sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to them - and they to each other - with Fiona waiting in the wings to 
present them with flowers.  
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 The Annual Lecture 
About 40 Friends gathered in the Hundred Men’s Hall on 9 March 2018 for the Annual Lecture, this year given 
by Mrs Freda Bates on the subject of Winchester College. Freda is a Blue Badge Guide and was then Chairman-
elect of the U3A. She is well-known for her connection with Winchester College, with which she has been 
involved to some degree, since the 1970s, first as the wife of the Chaplain and a language teacher, and most 
recently as a College Guide. Many in the audience also had some connection with the College, but all of us came 
away with a much greater knowledge than when we arrived! 
 

 

Freda began with a brief account of William of Wykeham’s personal history, explaining that having risen from a 
modest background to become Chancellor of England, he appreciated the value of education. As a celibate 
priest with no children of his own, he decided to found both Winchester College and New College, Oxford. 
Many buildings at Winchester date from his era, and were completed by 1394, although there have been some 
subsequent modifications and additions. 
 
Freda showed us delightful slides of the College and explained the difference between the 70 gowned scholars 
who live in the original buildings and the 600 Commoners who live in boarding houses around the city. As with 
many schools, Winchester College has its own language or ‘notions’, and Freda explained many of these, with 
her characteristic humour. We heard about ‘Winchester men’ (the pupils), ‘elections’ (a special examination 
which all entrants must pass), ‘quiristers’ (young boys who sing in the chapel choir), going ‘up to books’ 
(attending lessons), being on a ‘bogle’ (a bicycle), enjoying ‘toy-time’ (free time spent in ‘toys’ or studies) and 
‘strats’ (straw hats or boaters once worn as part of the uniform). We also heard how the word ‘the’ is often 
dropped when one would normally expect it, particularly as applied to locations such as Chamber Court, 
Cloister and School. 
 
Freda took us on a wonderful ‘virtual’ tour of the buildings, sometimes focussing on details not always explained 
to visitors on a standard tour. Using beautiful slides she transported us to the statues on Middlegate Tower, to 
the beautiful fan vaulting, wooden misericords and Jesse Window in Chapel, and to a mural of College life in the 
1920s. Freda concluded her talk with a visual tour of several memorials including the 15th century Chantry (built 
for John Fromond and his family), a ledger stone for the young Thomas Welsted, who had been killed by a 
stone at the College in 1676 and of course the celebrated War Cloister, built to commemorate the men who had 
fallen in the First World War, and which was later added to after the Second World War.  
 
This was a fascinating talk, peppered with many anecdotes, and well-appreciated by the audience. Our thanks go 
to Freda for coming out on such a wet night to delight us all with her interesting presentation, delivered with 
such clarity and humour. 
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Visit to Jesus College, Oxford 
On a cool, grey and rather windy April day, a coach-load of Friends left Winchester for Oxford under the 
leadership of Trustee Sue Woodward. She explained to us on the way that Jesus College was very dear to her 
family, not least because it is the place where she and her husband Stuart had first met and where Stuart is now 
working as the College Bursar.  

                                                                                  

Ian Stevenson, an Oxford City Guide and Jesus alumnus, then outlined the history of the College, explaining 
that it was the only Elizabethan College in Oxford having been founded in 1571 by Queen Elizabeth, whose 
grand portrait dominated the room above the much smaller image of its first generous benefactor, the 
Welshman Hugh Aprice. Ian pointed out other significant portraits in the room including paintings of King 
Charles I, T E Lawrence, Jamaican Chief Minister Norman Manley, and the historian Dame Felicity Heal, who 
was the first female Fellow at the College. 
 
The group then split into two smaller groups for the second part of the visit. Walking through the Quadrangles, 
and indoors, there were reminders everywhere of the strong Welsh links enjoyed by the College, with dragons 
evident in every nook and cranny including the beautifully carved 17th century wooden frieze in the Hall (below 
left) and the 21st century innovative chalk drawings on the outer walls (below right). 
  

       

Entering the Chapel through a gateway inscribed with the lovely words (in Latin)  ‘Let prayers ascend, let grace 
descend’, both groups were privileged to meet a former College Organ Scholar, now a composer, who 
generously agreed to play the early 19th century organ for them. The Chapel dates back to the 17th century but 
was considerably altered in the Victorian era under the direction of the Gothic Revivalist architect, George 
Edmund Street. We were shown the ‘swivelling lectern’ allowing for both a Welsh and an English version of the 
Bible to be placed on it, the Garter banner of Sir Harold Wilson, the Victorian stained glass and a dramatic 18th 
century painting of St Michael overcoming the devil, which had originally been sited over the altar before the 
more modern stained glass window was installed. We heard about the strong musical tradition at the College, 
again undoubtedly stemming from the large numbers of Welsh students.  

On arrival at the College (left), we were taken into 
the magnificent 17th century Hall (right) where 
arrangements for our morning visit were explained 
to us. Following this, David Stevenson, Property 
Director at the College, told us about some recent 
complex restoration work in the Hall including the 
removal of a huge bay window to allow 
scaffolding inside, the cleaning of the intricately 
carved 17th century screen and panelling, and the 
removal of many layers of plasterwork on the 
central plaster panel in the ceiling.  
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            L to r: the Chapel, the Library and the rooms formerly occupied by T E Lawrence at Jesus College, Oxford. 

 
We also visited the Fellows’ Library in the Second Quad, where the College Librarian, Owen McKnight, 
explained its history and how the books are currently managed. He showed us two books of particular interest: a 
copy of T E Lawrence’s thesis about the influence of the Crusades on European military architecture compiled 
when Lawrence was an undergraduate; and a rather older ‘Life of Thomas Becket’ bearing an inscription that it 
had been owned by John Morton, ‘monk and precentor’ at Winchester Cathedral in the 14th century. 
 
We then had the privilege of visiting the two rooms where T E Lawrence had stayed for one term during his 
undergraduate studies. These are not normally part of the standard College tour: his ‘living room’ is now a 
meeting room whilst the adjacent former bedroom is a cloakroom. But there was plenty of Lawrence 
memorabilia in the former, including copies of pages he had written about Crusader castles and a portrait of him 
given to the College by his mother. 
 
Both groups then returned to the Hall for a splendid lunch, with many of our number seated at high table. In 
the couple of hours after lunch, Friends had time to enjoy the delights of Oxford: some followed a circular walk 
indicated on the map Sue had given to us; others visited the exquisite ‘Designing English’ exhibition at the 
Bodleian Library with its many exhibits relating to Winchester; one or two met relatives; and some visited the 
many bookshops in the city. It was a wonderful day out and our thanks go to Sue and Stuart Woodward, who 
made it all possible for us. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 



- 8 - 

 

St George’s Day Supper 
On 21 April 2018, about 50 Friends assembled for a hugely enjoyable new event – the St George’s Day Supper. 
This was the brainchild of Robert Parsons who made all the arrangements beforehand, and compèred with great 
energy throughout the evening. On arrival, Friends found St Faith’s Hall resplendent with the familiar red and 
white flags of St George; each table was also beautifully decorated in red and white; and many of those who 
attended chose to wear these two colours, making the hall look very festive indeed. Had we been awarding 
prizes, it would have been a close-run thing between our Administrator Fiona in her ‘Happy St George’s Day’ 
top and her husband Nigel in his flag-bedecked jacket and matching tie!  

 

          
L to r: Robert Parsons directing guests to their tables; the festive hall; and Nigel Arnott with Fiona Whitehouse. 

 
After drinks and much chatter, everyone took their seats to enjoy boxes of ‘Great British Fish and Chips’ – 
complete with mushy peas – after which Robert read out a St George’s Day poem ‘The True Dragon’ written by 
the Liverpool poet, Brian Patton, in 2008. This ends with the words ‘Let’s celebrate St George’s Day, 
The dragon in repose; The brilliant lark ascending, The yew, the oak, the rose’ and, right on cue, Robert produced a lovely 
red rose!      

       
 

He then introduced our singer, Amanda Parsons (no relation!) of Songbird Entertainments (depicted above), 
who charmed us throughout the evening with well-known songs mainly from the 1940s. During the interval we 
enjoyed English apple crumble, provided by volunteer helpers, after which Amanda took the stage once again 
with a lively sequence of songs, this time accompanied by the audience, clapping and waving their flags to the 
likes of ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Land of Hope and Glory’. As our celebration happened to coincide 
with the Queen’s 92nd birthday, we concluded with a rousing rendition of the National Anthem. Our sincere 
thanks go to Robert for organising a very entertaining evening and to the team of volunteers who assisted. 
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Friends’ Day 
Friends’ Day on 12 May 2018 was particularly special this year, as it included the final AGM chaired by our 
Founder Chairman, the redoubtable Richard Chisnell. The business meeting, in St Faith’s Parish Hall, was 
handled with the familiar Chisnell humour and many Friends were touched by his speech about the happy years 
he has stood at the helm of our charity. Richard paid tribute to all those who had helped him to set up and run 
our organisation, and in return, the incoming Chairman, John Pringle, thanked Richard and Maureen for their 
immense contributions to the Friends. Richard has agreed to stay on the Board, becoming, as he put it himself, a 
‘back-bench Trustee’ - he will undoubtedly continue to make an important contribution to our developing 
charity. 
 

     

After the official business, we were treated to an interesting talk by Elizabeth Fathi (depicted above right). She is 
Chair of the National Almshouse Association, and also Chief Executive of almshouses in Tiverton, Devon. She 
told us that lawyers have recently defined the term ‘almshouse’, rather drily, in order to embrace the many 
different styles which exist. About 30,000 people live in almshouses of many different types, but the best model 
is still that of a small-scale foundation, usually physically arranged within a courtyard situation, which seems to 
work well however and wherever it is translated. The audience was reassured to hear this exposition, as it is 
demonstrated so well at St Cross Hospital, where our 12th century forebears obviously knew what they were 
doing!  
 
The unfortunately-timed inclement weather did not spoil the enjoyment of the official opening (in both senses 
of the word) of the ‘Friends’ Gate’ by our Patron, Alastair Bruce, in the presence of the designer-sculptor, 
Charles Normandale (both depicted below with our Chairman, Member of Parliament and several Brothers). 
Alastair explained how the gate has been made specifically to be ‘otter-proof’ in order to aid the preservation of 
the fish in the pond in the Master’s Garden.  After this, tea was served in the Brethren’s Hall, where Doreen 
Jenkins and her team produced a splendid array of sandwiches and cakes, which everyone enjoyed with their 
cuppa. Then followed Festal Sung Evensong in St Cross Church, at which there was yet another treat – the 
wonderful music of Winchester Cathedral Chamber Choir, conducted by George Castle, and accompanied on 
the organ by Colin Harvey. It was a splendid afternoon! 
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The Summer Party 

About 300 Friends and their guests enjoyed a superb summer party in June 2018, splendidly organised by 
Trustee Pip Billington (shown on the left in the photo below right), and her team of friends. At the beginning of 
the evening, our Chairman, John Pringle, presented Professor Joy Carter, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Winchester, our newest Guardian Friend, (depicted below centre) with a framed picture of the Hospital of St 
Cross.  
 

 
 

After a welcome glass of sparkling wine and canapés in the Master’s Garden, guests moved to the marquee on 
the Bowling Green for their picnic supper, followed by salsa dancing under the guidance of Nicholas Inchelin, 
to music provided by Atlantico. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As in previous years, the party made a fantastic profit this year, amounting to almost £5,700, of which £2,200 
came from the raffle alone. This was organised by Alex Sinclair Wilson who was supported by a team of 
enthusiastic helpers and the generosity of many people who donated prizes. The overall profit was also helped 
by sub-letting the marquee on the following day, something which the Friends hope to do in future years. 
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Visit to the Isle of Wight 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

In September 2018, 41 Friends took a blustery tour of the Island, expertly guided by Blue Badge Guide (and 
Friend) Clare Dixon, shown centre in the photograph above left with Brother John Switzer and St Cross 
Porter, Catherine Secker.  In the morning, the group stopped to enjoy views over the Solent and out to the 
Needles, later breaking for lunch in seaside restaurants along the Sandown Esplanade.  

 

St Peter’s church in Shorwell, (depicted above), was our first afternoon stop.  One of the highlights here 
was the magnificent 15th century mural (depicted below) of St Christopher, showing his large figure wading 
through water and surrounded by fishes and ships. 
 

By teatime the sun had come out and we enjoyed seeing Quarr Abbey (depicted below), home to a 
community of Benedictine monks, where we had tea in the garden café. Despite the windy weather, the 
ferries both to and from the island were fortunately calm and punctual, so we were back in Winchester in the 
early evening after a most enjoyable day out. Our sincere thanks go to Clare for so expertly guiding us 
around the island and leading our interesting excursion. 
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 The Variety Show 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Once again, St Faith’s Hall was packed for the annual Friends’ Variety Show on 3 November 2018. As last year, 
there was a wide range of talent on display, with performances ranging from the wonderful young Dylan Meacher 
Nisbet (depicted above left) on his guitar, to Jane Harding’s delightful readings (above centre) including the well-
loved ‘When I am Old I Shall Wear Purple’ by Jenny Joseph, and Connie Cruden with her team of Scottish 
dancers (above right). 

 

Derek Beck and Clare Dixon (depicted above) amused us with an hilarious sketch of a confused conversation 
between the hapless Mike Carr, who had broken down at Watt Street, Ware and the recovery service that he 
had telephoned for help. Both Clare and Derek appeared more than once during the show, the former also 
singing, and the multi-talented Derek accompanying many of the performers, playing two piano solos and also 
acting as compère for the evening.  
 

Before the interval, we had two further musical performances: Jeremy and Noah Chiari (depicted above left and 
centre) gave us a spirited rendition of Billy Joel’s ‘Just the Way you Are’ and Adele’s ‘Skyfall’, which was 
followed by Penny Terrell who, in the first of two performances, conducted the ‘St Cross Singers’ (above right).  
We were advised that some of these singers had originally been ‘growlers and mimers’. This was hard to believe, 
as they had been transformed into a tuneful and melodic choir by the time of this Show, and were ably 
accompanied by Joy Reynolds on the piano. 
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Throughout the evening, the acts were interspersed with readings by Dodie Mowat (depicted above left) of 
amusing verses appropriately styled ‘Dottie’s Ditties’. These interludes allowed the scenes to be changed 
imperceptibly without any gaps between performances. 
 
Penny Terrell’s Recorder Ensemble (above centre), opened the second half by playing a jaunty version of ‘The 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic’ and a gospel song. This was followed by Elizabeth Loader, who having already performed 
with the choir, reprised her role from last year as ‘Lily of Piccadilly’, in a racy sketch, with the comical Phil 
Crump as a very questionable vicar (above right).  

 

After a pleasing interlude with Derek Beck on the piano, playing first a waltz and then a piece entitled ‘Zephyr’, 
we were treated once again to Phil Crump’s acting skills, this time with the inimitable Catherine Secker 
(depicted above left), both playing scarecrows and enjoying a vegetable- and fruit-themed conversation at St 
Faith’s Allotment. The evening finished with a parochial ‘take’ on Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘I Am the Very Model 
of a Modern Major-General’ including solo performances from our Chairman, John Pringle, and our past 
Chairman,  Richard Chisnell, as also from Rev Philip Krinks and Cheryl Irons (above right). 
 

The photographs give only a small idea of the fun enjoyed in the hall on this autumn evening, and the 
Chairman (below centre) led the applause as we all showed our appreciation to the performers, to those who 
assisted behind the scenes, including Les Surry and Brother Peter (depicted with John below), and especially to 
Catherine Secker (below left) and Derek Beck (below right), whose talents, energy and enthusiasm in organising 
the event made it yet another resounding success. 
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Christmas Festivities 

 

 
 
In late November, our Administrator, Fiona organised a new event for us – a Christmas wreath-making evening, 
led by florist Sue Moreau, and held in the Hundred Men’s Hall. One of the attendees, Meriel McCullagh has 
kindly contributed her résumé of this event, as follows: ‘Armed with holly, spruce, ivy, and various other plants, 
a small group of enthusiasts gathered for a fascinating evening at the end of November to create Christmas 
wreaths. We were ably led by Sue Moreau who deftly demonstrated the layering of varied plants into a ring, 
cutting and inserting stems at the required angle, and chatting merrily all the while. Then it was our turn! 
Fortified by mince pies, seasonal liquid refreshment, and convivial conversation, we went to the task. Sue was 
always ready to assist and answer questions, and after a while, and somewhat to our surprise, we found ourselves 
with quite magnificent creations, all spectacularly different. This was a lovely evening - thank you, Sue and 
Fiona!’  The photograph above evokes the happy and creative atmosphere of the evening! 
 

 
 
In the following week, our Trustees were delighted to host a reception in the Hundred Men’s Hall to thank our 
Patrons, Guardian Friends, the Hospital Trustees, volunteers and other guests for their support for our charity 
throughout the year and to encourage their continuing involvement. Shown above is Chairman John (left) with 
some of our distinguished guests (left to right): Alastair Bruce, Patron; Professor Joy Carter of the University of 
Winchester, Guardian Friend; Mr Frank Pearson, Mayor of Winchester; Victoria Wakefield, Patron; and Dr 



- 15 - 

 

John Crook, who said a few words about the history of the Hundred Men’s Hall after the speeches. Below are 
further photos of this occasion. 

    

Our winter lunch in mid-December, also in the Hundred Men’s Hall, was fully subscribed and the festive 
occasion was very much enjoyed by the assembled party. Several people wore their Christmas jumpers, which 
added to the celebratory atmosphere, and Past Chairman, Richard Chisnell topped this (literally!) by donning a 
jolly Christmas hat (below centre) and then leading us all in a rendition of ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’. 

       

Richard is also depicted below left with Lysbeth Sleath, one of our stalwart lunch helpers, whilst Doreen 
Jenkins, who has organised all our lunches, is shown in the centre of the photograph below right, with Brother 
Clive, in his role as sommelier, and Maureen Chisnell, another regular volunteer helper at our lunches. 
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News from the Brothers - our Honorary Friends 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Brother Michael moved from Cyprus to join the Brethren. After 
education at a Jesuit school, he worked at a Ministry of Defence 
company before graduating in Law with honours from Southampton 
University. In 1983 he was called to the Bar at the Inner Temple, 
London. Having engaged in several types of law he became Legal 
Counsel and Board Director to several companies. He has also been a 
Trustee and is an author. His work has taken him extensively 
throughout the world but he welcomes his move to the Hospital of 
St. Cross for the combination of brotherly companionship and 
spirituality. 
 

 

 

 

 

Brother Kevin writes: ‘I found out about St Cross when the church I 
belonged to in Birmingham had a day trip to Winchester, visiting the 
Cathedral and the Hospital of St Cross and returning to the Cathedral for 
Choral Evensong.  I had lived in the same street in Birmingham for 71 
years, so it was a major decision for me to move south and to St Cross. 
Most of my working life has been in the Civil Service with also a touch of 
shop-fitting!  I also studied as a mature student at Aston University 
obtaining a degree in Public Policy and Management and in Social Studies. 
My interests include music, particularly flamenco, as I also play the flamenco  
guitar.’ 

Sadly Brother Anthony [Tony] Dowsett died early in 2018 after a short illness - many will remember him not 
only as a Brother but also as the former Porter, Verger and a Friend. During the year Brother John Hird moved 
from St Cross Hospital to a nursing home for extra care and was appointed Brother Emeritus. There were two 
gownings by the Master in the Chapel in 2018: in August Michael Mayhew-Arnold was gowned to the Noble 
Poverty Foundation and on 1 November - All Saints Day - Kevin Parry was gowned to the Hospital 
Foundation.  
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Brothers’ Activities 
The Brothers have enjoyed a wide variety of activities this year, organised by the Brothers’ Social Committee. 
These have included afternoon tea in the beautiful gardens of one of our Trustees, the outdoor theatre at ‘The 
Holt’ and the Edington Festival. Events at home included an afternoon tea shared with ‘Friends for Tea’ which 
raised £217 for the local Boaz charity, and a visit to the Christmas Panto at the Theatre Royal, Winchester. They 
have visited the Bombay Gin Distillery (depicted below left) and in April attended Morning Service at Sandham 
Memorial Chapel, Burghclere, which is a National Trust property renowned for its wall-paintings by Stanley 
Spencer. One of these is shown behind the group in the photograph below right. The Chapel is a consecrated 
building and the St Cross visitors attended a service conducted by the Rector, The Reverend David 
Bartholomew, who took as his theme the centenary anniversary of the foundation of the Royal Air Force. 
During reflection on the story behind the wall-paintings, the visitors were treated to Morten Lauridsen's 
stunningly beautiful setting of ‘O Magnum Mysterium’, a piece attributed to the RAF 633 Squadron, and the 
Dam Busters March.   
               

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Master and Brothers also made a particularly memorable visit to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea (depicted 
below left). In return, ten Chelsea Pensioners and their Chaplain visited St Cross and were colourful guests at 
the Ascension Day Gaudy. They also received the ‘Dole’ at the Porter’s Lodge as shown below right. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

  

The Brothers were invited by the ‘Not Forgotten Association’ to a festive cruise and lunch, during which an 
unexpected reunion took place. In conversation, one man revealed that he had been at the sinking of the 
Bismarck in the Second World War. Brother John Goodman, who had served on HMS King George V, and his 
friend who had served on HMS Sheffield had also been present on that occasion. The photograph below shows 
Brother John with his new friend.  
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Membership News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     New Friends, Jan-Dec 2018 
 

Our 2017 grant to the Hospital contributed to the new Friends’ Gate which is reported upon elsewhere in 
this ‘Retrospective’. In 2018, the Friends gave a cheque for £17,000 to the Hospital and this has 
contributed towards a lamp for the Outer Quadrangle, the removal and alteration of the pews in the 
North Transept and the provision of disabled access to the chapel of St Cross. For further details of all 
our grants so far, which now total more than £100,000 since our charity was founded, please visit our new 
website www.friendsofstcross.com/ways-we-help 

 

Charlotte Adamson 
Susan Jane Anderson 
Guy Ashton 
Leila Austin & Carol 
Bakshi 
Elizabeth Balfour 
Big Mallet   
Carol Bond 
Clare Bradley 
Charlotte Campbell & 
Polly Lane  
Carter Jonas  
Loretta Clos 
Elizabeth Crawley 
Malcolm & Lindsey 
Deathers   
Philip Dimon 
James Douthwaite 
Brian & Margaret Durham 
Kathleen Edwards 
 
 
 

 

John & Catherine Ferrier 
Robin Goater 
Clare Goddard 
Fran Gregson 
Jason Hall & Julie Smith 
Esmond & Carole Hastings 
Martin & Elizabeth Healey 
Caroline Hervey-Bathurst 
Kathleen Howard 
Holly Hughson 
Elizabeth Hurren 
Andrew Lobb 
Christopher  & Elena 
Maguire 
Michael Mayhew-Arnold 
Laura Miller & Edward 
O’Reilly  
Mary Nicholson 
Gerry O’Keefe 
Caroline Overstall  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

John Parker 
Kevin Parry 
Keith Ross 
Tony Sexton 
Rodney & Sophie 
Shoesmith 
Sunrise of Winchester  
John & Sheila Sweeney 
Chris & Cynthia Town 
University of 
Winchester  
Mark Unwin 
David  & Margaret 
Weaver  
Graham & Liz Webster 
Mike & Pam Wetherell 
Chris & Anna White 
Peter & Carole Wilcock  
Julie Winks 
 

 

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS WHO DIED IN 2018 
Helen Benjamin,  Brother Anthony Dowsett, Joan Duncan, the Very 

Reverend David Edwards, Robin Heathcote, Mike Hill, Michael King, 
Pat Norris, Martin Reid, Tony Revell and David Southcombe 

By the end of December 2018, our membership numbered 
729 and we celebrated having raised £100,000 since we were 

founded. Thank you to all our supporters! 
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MARQUEE FOR HIRE! 

If you are interested in holding a lunch party 
or evening event at the Hospital of St Cross, 
on Saturday 8 June 2019, the Friends’ 
marquee on the Bowling Green is available to 
hire for £1,000 plus insurance!   
 

Rental includes: 

 tables and chairs to seat up to 300 in one 
large marquee  

 a smaller marquee with dance floor which 
could be used for catering 

 two on-site toilets 
Car park is not included but may be 
negotiable.  
 

Please telephone Pip Billington on 01962-
855587 for more information. 
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Friends of St Cross Hospital – supported by our Guardian Friends: 
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