
Preserving Coast Guard History

Glen Cathers and Naomi Fisher will present a photo lecture on the history of the mid-20th century 36-foot wooden rescue boats of the U.S. Coast Guard, and their work restoring a one-of-a-kind example of these boats, the Point Adams CG36391.
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Fisher and Cathers are founding members of the Motor Lifeboat Historic Preservation Society, and present educational lectures around the United States.

Cathers first got involved in restoration work through his family history in the U.S. Coast Guard.   He grew up on Coast Guard stations in Oregon and Washington, the son of a USCG officer.  He witnessed several generations of Coast Guard rescue boats being deployed at the various stations, and the vital work they did saving lives and livelihoods in our fishing towns.

When the opportunity arose in 2005 to acquire and restore one of the classic wooden rescue boats, Glen jumped at the chance.  Over the course of 7 years, Glen studied original construction techniques, collected and purchased original fittings and fixtures, and painstakingly restored the CG36391.  She now has parts from 13 different “TR”-type motor lifeboats on her, and is the only fully restored, operational example of this pre-World War II rescue boat type.

The CG36391 went back in the water in 2012.  Since then, Cathers and Fisher have taken her on tours of the West Coast, the Columbia River, and parts of the Great Lakes, giving presentations at events and boat shows to the public and to Coast Guard personnel.  Along the way, they've collected stories, photos and histories of retired Coasties who worked with these boats, the rescues, and the people who were saved by them.
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