AJYD 2017
Summary and
Outcomes Report
26-29 July 2017
Melbourne, Australia

Contents
About

3

Letters of support

4-5

Program

6

Dialogue summary

8-13

Delegates

14-20

Speakers

22-29

Team

31-32

New Colombo Plan volunteers

33

AJYD partners and supporters

34

2

About
As liberal democracies in the
Asia-Pacific, Australia and Japan
share a range of interests and
values. Both countries must tackle
the strategic challenges that loom
in the region and around the
world, while making the most of
a range of historic opportunities.
Fostering meaningful cooperation,
collaboration and mutual
understanding between Australia
and Japan over the coming
years will be important if both
countries are to contribute to
peace, security and stability in
our region, as well as continue
to realise the many economic,
social and cultural benefits borne
of our bilateral relationship.

The Australia–Japan Youth Dialogue
(AJYD) is an independent and
non-partisan diplomatic initiative
dedicated to strengthening the
bilateral relationship with and
through future leaders. The AJYD
regularly brings together a diverse
group of young leaders for a policy
and ideas exchange canvassing
all aspects of the relationship
between Australia and Japan.
The Dialogue strives for equal
gender representation and strong
cross-sectoral representation,
with delegates from business,
government, politics, civil society,
academia, sports, media and other
arenas. They participate in an
expert-led program of roundtables,
panel discussions, Q&As, cultural
exchanges and social events.
The inaugural Australia–Japan
Youth Dialogue took place in
Melbourne between 26 and 29
July 2017. The second AJYD
will take place in Tokyo in 2019.
The AJYD alumni group will grow
year on year, forming a strong
and enduring network between
the next generation of leaders
from Australia and Japan.
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Letters of support

PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
AUSTRALIA–JAPAN YOUTH DIALOGUE
Australia and Japan are close friends and partners, standing together as advocates of
open trade, growth that supports inclusive economic opportunity, and innovation to
drive prosperity and better living standards.
Our commitment to regional stability and international good citizenship is a
fundamental part of our relationship, and one of the many reasons we work together so
well.
As an opportunity to forge even stronger ties between our nations, the Australia-Japan
Youth Dialogue is a wonderful forum for our brightest young leaders to collaborate and
exchange ideas and perspectives.
It is a chance to consider issues of significance to the Australia-Japan relationship and to
renew our enthusiasm and commitment for the task of cooperation.
Australia and Japan’s future growth and prosperity depends on the passion, energy and
fresh approach of young people like you.
New ideas and input help rejuvenate and refresh our societies and economies, ensuring
that we continue to progress and adapt to a rapidly changing world.
I trust you will enjoy the program, and that your discussions are not only productive, but
strengthen your idealism and faith in the value of friendship and cooperation between
our peoples.

The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP
Prime Minister of Australia

30 March 2017
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Letters of support
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Program
Wednesday 26 July 2017
Session 1: Welcome and introductions
Venue: Foundation for Young Australians
Welcome Reception hosted by the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria
Venue: Government House
Dinner
Venue: Rice Paper Scissors, Fitzroy

Thursday 27 July 2017
Welcome to Country
Venue: Japanese Room and Terrace, Melbourne School of Design, University of Melbourne
Session 2: Governance and public policy: the views from Tokyo and Canberra
Mr Peter Hartcher, The Sydney Morning Herald
Mr Takeshi Kurihara, NHK
Ms Rachel Mealey, Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Chair: Mr Jamie Smyth, The Financial Times

Morning Tea
Session 3: The Japan–Australia ‘special strategic partnership’ in a shifting Asia-Pacific
Prof. Akiko Fukushima, Aoyama Gakuin University
Dr Tomohiko Satake, National Institute for Defense Studies, Japanese Ministry of Defense
Dr Merriden Varrall, The Lowy Institute
Chair: Prof. Nick Bisley, La Trobe University

Lunch
Session 4: Korean Peninsula simulation exercise
Facilitated by Admiral Chris Barrie AC, RAN (Ret’d), former Chief of the Australian Defence Force

Session 5: Visit to the Eureka Skydeck
Venue: Eureka Tower, Southbank
Pre-dinner reception
Hosted by Ms Melanie Brock, Chair Emeritus, ANZCCJ

Venue: Crown, Southbank
Dinner and keynote
Keynote delivered by Mr Tom Switzer, United States Studies Centre

Venue: Cutler and Co, Fitzroy
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Program
Friday 28 July 2017
Welcome
Remarks from Mr Hong Lim MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Multicultural Affairs
and Asian Engagement, Parliament of Victoria

Venue: PwC, Southbank
Session 8: Business, trade and investment: capitalising on JAEPA
Prof. Jenny Corbett, Australian National University
Ms Cristina Merino, Australian and New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan
Ms Catherine Taylor, Austrade
Chair: Mr Jason Hayes, PwC

Morning tea
Session 9: STARTUP: innovation and entrepreneurship in the JP–AU relationship
Mr Hiroyuki Tahara, JETRO/Osaka Innovation Hub
Ms Kaoru Nishinakagawa, Innovation Dojo
Mr Jason Hayes, PwC
Chair: Mr Joshua Flannery, University of New South Wales

Lunch and session on cultural alignment facilitated by Mr Jason Hayes, PwC
Session 10: The changing climate and our energy future
Dr Llewelyn Hughes, Australian National University
Prof. Shirley Scott, University of New South Wales
Mr Tony Wood, The Grattan Institute
Chair: Mr Greg Muller, The Climate Media Centre

Visit to the HOKUSAI exhibition
Tour facilitated by Mr Wayne Crothers, Curator of Asian Art at the National Gallery of Victoria

Venue: National Gallery of Victoria, Southbank
Session 11: Delegate reflections
Venue: PwC, Southbank
Closing dinner
Venue: The Go-Go Bar at Chin Chin

Saturday 29 July 2017
Walking Tour of Melbourne
Facilitated by D’Arcy Butler, AJYD Organising Committee Member
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Dialogue summary
Day 1: 26 July 2017
The inaugural AustraliaJapan Youth Dialogue formally
commenced with an induction
session at the Foundation for
Young Australians, facilitated by
Melissa Conley Tyler, National
Executive Director of the Australian
Institute for International Affairs.
Delegates then attended a welcome
reception at Government House
hosted by The Honourable Linda
Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria,
and Mr Howard. Opening remarks
were also provided by Mr Murray
McLean AO, Chair of the Australia–
Japan Foundation and a former
Ambassador to Japan (2004-2011).
The formal commencement of the
Dialogue continued with dinner at
Rice Paper Scissors in Fitzroy.
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Dialogue summary
Day 2: 27 July 2017
Session 2: Governance and
public policy: the view from
Tokyo and Canberra
Following a traditional Welcome to Country,
the first substantive session of the AustraliaJapan Youth Dialogue canvassed how
politics, policy and the media interacted in
Australia and Japan. The session sought to
illuminate how both countries are grasping
a range of opportunities while navigating
challenges including China’s assertive
regional policies, President Trump’s
worldview, Russia’s ambitions to be seen as
a global power and the United Kingdom’s
decision to exit the European Union.
The three speakers contrasted Australian
and Japanese politics and the way the
media in each country covers politics,
speaking to the difference in political
diversity in Japan and Australia, particularly
noting the apparent disconnect in Japan
between young people and political parties.
They discussed the media’s depictions
of Renho Murata, Yuriko Koike and Kisha
Clubs in Japan, and how at various times
Japan and Australia had trouble holding
onto Prime Ministers. They also provided
informative overviews of the Australian and
Japanese political environments and the
dynamic forces by which they are shaped.
Delegates offered views on whether
Australian youth are really even interested
in politics and voting, on whether policies
really matter to voters in Australia and
Japan, on what the political class
‘values’ in each country, on the issue of
compulsory voting, on the nature of the
US political system, on how Australia is
balancing its economic relationship with
China and strategic relationship with
the US, and on Australia’s relationship
with Southeast Asian nations.

Session 3: The Japan-Australia ‘special
strategic partnership’ in the Asia-Pacific
The third session focused on the strategic partnership between
Australia and Japan, its strengths and weaknesses, and the impact of
Australia’s other bilateral partnerships on its relationship with Japan.
Delegates discussed the Chinese government’s world view and
moves in the East and South China seas, North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions, and how the Abe government’s national security priorities
and policies were shaped by a changing attitude towards China
between the 1990s and the 2000s. Delegates spoke to the perception
of Australia in China, the reasons for China’s attitude towards North
Korea, and the feasibility of proactive Japanese involvement in the
South China Sea conflict, with panellists emphasising how youth
voices would be important in shaping the future of the region.
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Dialogue summary
Day 2: Continued...
Session 4: Simulation of a
DPRK security contingency
In a session facilitated by
former Chief of the Australian
Defence Force Rear Admiral
Chris Barrie (ret’d), delegates
were collected into teams to
discuss a hypothetical response
by Australia and Japan to a
military attack by North Korea
on a South Korean navy
vessel, exploring implications
in the areas of trade/economy;
humanitarian; security/defence;
and political/government.
The respective teams
provided high-level responses
noting the importance in
identifying the priorities in
humanitarian exercises and
security responses; setting
up an effective framework
for trade which adequately
addresses security risks; and
developing an effective scheme
which balances regional
influences and interests.

Session 6: Reception at Crown Melbourne
Following a visit to the iconic Eureka Skydeck, delegates convened at The Waiting
Room at Crown Melbourne for an evening reception hosted by Melanie Brock,
Chair Emeritus of the Australia New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan. This
session provided an opportunity for informal discussions over drinks and canapés.

Session 7: Dinner with keynote from Tom Switzer
Tom Switzer delivered a short presentation about President Trump’s impact
on the global landscape. Delegates discussed how the Trump Presidency had
been received in Japan and Australia, particularly with regard to whether it
would lead to any significant changes in US posture or alliance relationships.
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Dialogue summary
Day 3: 28 July 2017
Session 8: Business, trade and
investment: capitalising on JAEPA
This session focused on the importance
of the investment relationship
between Australia and Japan and
how JAEPA has begun to foster a
stronger bilateral trade relationship.
Panellists explored the macroeconomic
situation in Japan, including how
growth trajectories are being impacted
by demographics, regional inequality
and the cost of energy. Investment and
innovation was seen to be the best way
to drive growth in Japan, and freetrade and bilateral trade agreements
are an important step to promote such
conditions. Panellists also spoke to
the efficacy of the JAEPA and how
organisations like the ANZCCJ were
assisting Australian businesses to
overcome operational hurdles in Japan.
Questions from the delegates touched
on a number of issues including the
reasoning behind the lack of presence
of Australian corporates in Japan,
whether Australia’s reliance on its longstanding relationships contributes to
existing outdated perceptions, the effect
of the TPP11 on JAEPA, and potential
industries through which Australia could
gain a competitive advantage in Japan.

Session 9: STARTUP: Innovation
and entrepreneurship in the
Japan-Australia relationship
This session canvassed how Australian startup ecosystems are performing and how they
may relate to opportunities in Japan, the
emergence of an innovation culture in Japan
complete with co-working spaces for startups, prototypes and information centres, and
what Japan and Australia can learn from each
other when it comes to supporting innovation.
Delegates discussed the benefits Australia
offers for Japanese start-ups as compared
with the United States, pondered what
‘good problem’ might be solved from an
Australia-Japan standpoint, and explored
the acceleration programs on offer through
Australian and Japanese universities.
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Dialogue summary
Day 3: Continued...
Session 10: The changing
climate and our energy future
This session explored climate change,
energy security and energy policies.
Speakers reflected on the energy
markets in Australia and Japan and
how both governments are responding
to the science of climate change,
along with the global governance
aspects of climate change and its
implications for national security, mass
migration and infrastructure. They
also discussed how the green energy
market is growing, and the potential
of geothermal and wind energy.
Delegates asked about Japanese
investment in ‘clean coal’ developments
and integrating renewable energy
and electric vehicles, the role of
batteries in the Australian market, how
the impact of the Paris Agreement
was holding up since the Trump
Administration backed out, and the
role of carbon emissions targets.

Session 11: Tour of the NGV’s HOKUSAI exhibition
For the next session, delegates enjoyed the HOKUSAI
exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria, personally
guided by exhibition curator Mr Wayne Crothers, providing
delegates the opportunity to appreciate and celebrate
Japanese culture while in the heart of Melbourne.
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Dialogue summary
Day 4: 29 July 2017
The final session of the AJYD program was a walking tour of Melbourne run
by D’Arcy Butler, an AJYD Organising Committee Member. The program took
in the Melbourne CBD, the Queen Victoria Market, coffee shops, the Old
Melbourne Gaol, RMIT, and the State Library of Victoria, among other sites.
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Delegates

Penny Alexander

Heather Chai

Jarrod Clague

Penny is a Managing Associate at
the law firm, Allens Linklaters and
a member of the firm’s Energy,
Resources and Infrastructure group.

Heather is an international relations,
advocacy and public relations
professional. A former diplomat,
she has represented Australia in
Tokyo and in Vientiane, as well
as at the United Nations. In her
current role, Heather oversees
communications strategy,
media and public relations for
Asialink Business, the National
Centre for Asia Capability.

Jarrod is an educational
program developer based in
Hamamatsu, Shizuoka.

Penny specialises in both advisory and
transactional work in the resources
and infrastructure sectors, acting
for a diverse range of Australian,
international and government clients.
She has a unique insight into the
Australian resources and infrastructure
sectors, especially from a Japanese
investor’s perspective. Penny spent
over two years seconded to the
in-house legal team of Mitsubishi
Corporation in Tokyo to provide
expertise concerning Mitsubishi’s
global resources investments
portfolio. In this role, she assisted
with acquisitions, divestments
and corporate reorganisations
in relation to Mitsubishi’s
resources projects worldwide.

Heather holds a Masters of Arts
in International Studies and a BA
Communications/BA International
Studies from the University of
Technology Sydney, as well as a
Graduate Certificate in International
and Community Development
from Deakin University.
She is a Fellow of the
United Nations International
Security Program.

Penny continues to maintain
a significant focus on crossborder transactions and
investment, particularly business
relationships and opportunities
involving Australia and Japan.
A key aspect of this focus is Penny’s
role as the leader of the Future Leaders
Group of the AJBCC and her ex officio
position on the Executive Committee
of the AJBCC. Outside of work,
Penny enjoys learning the Japanese
language which she has continued to
do since returning to live in Melbourne.
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Over the past three years he has
worked on educational initiatives
aimed at preparing Japan’s youth for
a global future, working with schools,
governments, and educational
institutions both in Japan and abroad.
He also works as a chief student
counsellor for the Tokyo Metropolitan
Board of Education’s Ji-Sedai
Leader Program, is the director
of SLICE (an in-country program
with a focus on global citizenship
and intercultural communication),
and regularly speaks at Japanese
schools on the subjects of language
learning and international education.
Previously, he has worked as an
English teacher, was an inaugural
member of the Hamer Scholarship
Japan Program, a guest speaker at
the Australian International Education
Conference, and holds a Bachelor of
Arts (Japanese Language, Secondary
Education) from Monash University. In
addition to his current roles Jarrod is
also set to undertake research at the
University of Melbourne’s Graduate
School of Education in 2018.

Delegates

Joshua Flannery

Gentaro Habu

Krystal Hartig

Joshua has been the driving force
behind the University of New
South Wales startup community.

Gentaro is a multilingual professional
based in Tokyo, well-regarded in the
Australia-Japan business world for
his commitment to bilateral relations.

Krystal is a Research and Program
Assistant at the Perth USAsia Centre.

Through UNSW Innovations,
he has managed the UNSW
startup program since its 2012
launch. He is also a co-founder
and CEO of Innovation Dojo, a
company that incubates ideas
for Australian and Asian markets
and holds a board position with
Haymarket HQ, Australia’s first
Asia focused co-working space.
He has spent six years living
in Asia including three years
as Managing Director for an
edtech venture in Japan.
Joshua has also been the manager
of the China and Hong Kong agent
partner network for Macquarie
University and has held advisory
roles with Shanghai based startup
QLC and has advised hundreds of
early stage startups across multiple
industries in his various roles.

After completing his education in the
UK, Gentaro started his career as
a founding member of the gourmet
importer/distributor, Agenda. In
2005 he was promoted to the
role of Director of Sales, where he
helped Australian food and beverage
companies to build their profile in
the highly competitive Japanese
retail and wholesale market. In 2010
he was appointed to the offshore
sales team at Disco Corporation.
He was account manager for several
global companies such as Intel
Corporation and Micron Technology,
and received “Employee of the Year”
award in 2011. As a senior licensing
manager role at the world’s largest
licensing agency, CAA-GBG Global
Brand Management Group. Gentaro
developed successful brand extension
programs for overseas companies
across a range of sectors. In 2016, he
joined consulting firm Melanie Brock
Advisory as the Director of Business
Development where he provides
support to foreign companies looking
to enter into the Japanese market.
Gentaro is a father of two
young children and is currently
studying for an MBA at Graduate
School of Management,
GLOBIS University in Japan.
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She currently develops and
manages a range of programs
that focus on Northeast Asia
and the Australia-Asia-U.S.
Partnership in Emerging Asia.
Krystal also provides assistance to
the Hon Kim Beazley, AC. Krystal
has a Master of International
Affairs (2016) from the Sir Walter
Murdoch School of Public Policy and
International Affairs and a Bachelor
of Arts majoring in Asian Studies
and Politics & International Studies
(2014) from Murdoch University.
Prior to the Perth USAsia Centre, she
held a number of leadership roles
including Perth Branch Director at
Young Australians in International
Affairs, Vice-President of Education
at Willetton Toastmasters, Youth
Governor at the Western Australian
YMCA Youth Parliament and
President of the Murdoch-Japan
Relief Association coordinating
a university based relief effort in
response to the 2011 Fukushima
Disaster. When not working in
the Centre, Krystal regularly
trains for marathon events.

Delegates

Aya Haruyama

Nathan Herman

Matthew Khoo

Aya is an Equity Research
Associate with Macquarie Capital
Securities (Japan), covering
listed gaming and internet
companies. She holds a Bachelor
of Commerce degree majoring
in Finance and Marketing from
the University of Melbourne.

Nathan works for ANZ in the
Loan Syndications team, based
in Hong Kong. His role focuses
on connecting borrowers and
investors across the broad Asia/
Pacific region, with a specific
mandate for coverage of Japan.

Matthew is a Defence Scientist
with 11 years’ experience
at the Defence Science and
Technology Group (DST).

She has worked as a Research
Assistant at the Asian Law Centre,
Melbourne Law School assisting
in research of Japanese Law for
Associate Professor Stacey Steele.
She also represented Team Australia
in the Intercollegiate Negotiation
Competition in the Japanese
speaking team, placing 3rd.
Aya was also involved in
establishing Chalk Centre,
a not-for-profit organisation
focused on gender literary to
empower the next generation.
She is a member of the Young
Finance Professional committee with
FINSIA, the Financial Management
Association of Australia and an
active member of the ANZCCJ.

Prior to his current role, Nathan
worked in the ANZ Tokyo office
as a Relationship Manager with
responsibility of a portfolio of
Japanese corporate banking
clients who have business
interests in the region.
He participated in the JENSYS
Future Business Counterparts
Programme (JICE/Ministry of
Foreign Affairs) and is an active
member of the Future Leaders
Programme of the AJBCC/JABCC.
Having lived in Japan for eight years,
Nathan is a fluent Japanese speaker
and a qualified translator/interpreter.
Nathan holds Bachelor’s degrees
from the University of Melbourne
(Genetics) and the University of
Western Australia (Corporate
Finance), and a Master of Applied
Finance from Macquarie University.
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He holds a Bachelor of Engineering
(Mechatronics) and Bachelor of
Computer Science (with Honours)
from The University of Melbourne.
Matthew is responsible for the
day-to-day management of the
collaborative defence research
project on Marine Hydrodynamics
between Australia’s DST and Japan’s
Acquisition, Technology & Logistics
Agency (ATLA), the first of its kind
between the two countries.
He has successfully worked with
project partners to plan and conduct
joint hydrodynamic experiments in
Australia and Japan, and has recently
commenced PhD studies in this field
through the University of Tasmania.
Prior to working in hydrodynamics,
Matthew worked in non-destructive
evaluation, specialising in the
automated ultrasonic inspection
of aircraft structures for fatigue
crack detection. His work allowed
the Royal Australian Air Force
and the Royal Air Force to make
informed decisions about the
management and inspection
of their fleet and test wings.

Delegates

Celeste Koravos

Takeshi Kurihara

Cristina Merino

Celeste is a Senior Associate
in Corrs’ Construction and
Japan Business Groups.

Takeshi is a journalist at NHK,
Japan Broadcasting Corporation.

Cristina Merino is Executive Director
of the Australian and New Zealand
Chamber of Commerce in Japan.

Celeste advises on the procurement
and delivery of infrastructure and
construction projects. She has a
personal interest in encouraging
investment between Australia
and Japan, and has published
and presented in this area.
Celeste studied Japanese at
high school and university, and
worked in Tokyo as a foreignqualified lawyer. She recently
completed Meiji University’s
Law in Japan program. Celeste
understands the unique needs of
Japanese businesses through her
Japanese clients, comparative
knowledge of Australian and
Japanese law, and understanding
of Japanese business culture.
Celeste sits on the Committee
of Management of the AustraliaJapan Society of Victoria where
she organises events such as
business briefings, konshinkai
and shaberoukai. Celeste is a
qualified civil engineer with practical
industry experience in organisations
such as BHP Billiton, Exxon
Mobil, GVP Fabricators, ARRB
Group and Monash University.

After receiving his BA degree
from the University of Tokyo, he
started his journalism career in
the city of Okayama in western
Japan, covering local news.
He was eventually posted to Tokyo,
and for the past seven years he
has been a political news reporter
delivering daily broadcast news.
Takeshi’s field of expertise is
diplomacy and security issues. He
has been in charge of covering
news on the Ministry of Defense,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
the office of Prime Minister.
He is currently handling stories
related to Diet proceedings and
legislative process in Japan. Parallel
to this, Kurihara is undertaking
research on developments
in media innovation.
He studied at Stanford University as
Visiting Scholar in 2015, researching
on the intersection of technology
and organisational journalism.
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Before joining the Chamber,
Cristina was Business Development
Manager at Meat & Livestock
Australia’s Japan office.
Over her career, she has worked
at the Australian Embassy, Japan,
as part of the Executive Team, and
for a Japanese company in the
construction of a Japan Bank of
International Cooperation (JBIC)
project in Central America.
She holds a Bachelor of International
Business, specialising in Japanese,
from Queensland University of
Technology; and a Master of Arts,
Intercultural Communication,
from Kyushu University.
She is fluent in English,
Japanese and Spanish.

Delegates

Ayako Mie

Kanna Mihara

Kylie Pinder

Ayako is a strategic communications
and media expert.

Kanna was born in Chiba,
near Tokyo in 1981.

Recently she joined MetLife Japan
as Group Manager, Integrated
Content Management, Corporate
Communication, after more
than 16 years as a journalist.

She grew up surrounded by music
and art, which are still important
influences on her. Her dream was to
become a Broadway musical dancer,
but her strong interest in politics
and talent for business won out.

Kylie joined the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
as a graduate trainee in 2016.

Prior to joining MetLife Japan, she
covered Japanese politics and
policies for the Japan Times.
She started her career as a
reporter at Tokyo Broadcasting
System in 2001. In 2008, she
went to journalism school at the
University of California, Berkeley,
as a Fulbright scholar.
On returning to Japan in 2010, she
worked for the Washington Post
as a Special Correspondent. She
was also a Wall Street Journal Asia
Fellow at NYU, focusing on economic
reporting, and non-resident fellow
at the Pacific Forum CSIS.

Kanna worked for BaringPoint, an
international business consulting
firm prior to studying a Masters
in International Relations at the
London School of Economics.
Following her stint in London, Kanna
worked for SMBC, a Japanese
commercial bank. In this role she
focussed on lending for clients
across the globe including a Sheikh
of Dubai, Russian oligarchs, and
South African gold miners.
For the past four years Kanna
has worked at Macquarie’s
Tokyo office. In this role she
identifies global infrastructure
investment opportunities for
Japanese companies, from
European offshore wind projects
to US airport privatisation.
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In 2016 Kylie graduated from the
Australian National University’s
Master of International Relations
having completed a pun-heavy
masters thesis, “Cool Japan and
Kim Chic: riding the soft power
wave of popular culture.”
Her thesis analysed the efforts of
Japan and the Republic of Korea
in leveraging their respective
vibrant popular cultures for soft
power success. Prior to this, she
worked in Hyogo Prefecture as a
participant on the JET Programme.
From 2012 to 2015 she was an
Assistant Language Teacher at
Kobe Suzurandai Senior High
School, and also at Hyogo
Kenritsu Shikaku Tokubetsu Shien
Gakkou, a special needs school.
Kylie has also worked as a lawyer for
Gadens Lawyers in her hometown of
Brisbane, specialising in intellectual
property and general corporate
law, in addition to experience
working in insurance, workplace
and energy and resources law.

Delegates

Dr Tomohiko Satake

Manabu Sawa

Mana Takahashi

Tomohiko is a senior research fellow
at the National Institute for Defense

Manabu is a Sydney-based project
finance banker with Mizuho Bank.

Studies (NIDS) located in Tokyo,
specialising in US-JapanAustralia security cooperation.

Born in Tokyo, he spent few years
in San Francisco before returning
to Japan and studying at the Keio
University (BA in Economics).

Mana is pursuing a PhD
degree in comparative law,
at Nagoya University.

Between 2013 and 2014, he
worked for the International
Policy Division of the Defense
Policy Bureau of the Japan
Ministry of Defense as a deputy
director for international security.
He earned B.A. and M.A. from
Keio University, and PhD in
international relations from the
Australian National University.

He was also active in the student
club which promoted short-term
student exchange programs with
universities outside Japan.
Upon graduation, Manabu joined
Japan Bank for International
Cooperation (JBIC), where he took
various roles including country officer
for Central Asia, representative of
Islamabad Office, and secondment
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
During his service at JBIC, he
gained a Master of Public Policy
and M.A. in Applied Economics
from the University of Michigan.
While in Tokyo, Manabu worked
on various projects in Asia, Middle
East, Europe and Americas.
He has been in Australia for
five years as a Head of Project
Finance, and also served as a
founding member for Future
Leaders Program of AustraliaJapan Business Co-Operation
Committee (AJBCC/JABCC).
He enjoys his life with his family
in Sydney and is a big fan of
football and basketball.
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Her current research explores the role
of law and justice assistance for
enhancing people’s access to justice
in small island developing states.
She holds a MA in international
development from Nagoya
University (2009), majoring in law
and development, law and justice
assistance, access to justice, and
project management method.
Mana previously worked as a project
management officer in IT at IBM
Japan Ltd and as a consultant at
the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law, Regional
Centre for Asia and the Pacific
located in Incheon, Republic of
Korea. Mana was also a Japanese
fellow of the National Parliamentary
Fellowship Program 2016, based in
the Australian National University.

Delegates

Dr Nobuhiko Tamaki

Kohei Tamura

Dr Tamaki is a project researcher
at the Policy Alternatives
Research Institute, located at the
University of Tokyo. He also serves
as a lecturer at Kanagawa University,
Aoyama Gakuin University, Rikkyo
University, and Gakushuin University.
His research interests are
alliance politics and international
relations in the Asia-Pacific region.

Kohei is the Manager Special Projects/Innovation
Partnerships at Rio Tinto.

He received his B.A., M.A., and
Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo.
He studied at Boston University
from 2009 to 2010 as a Fulbright
student and at Yale University from
2011 to 2012 as a visiting assistant
in research. He participated in
the Shangri-La Dialogue as a
delegate to the Southeast Asia
Young Leaders’ Program in 2017.

Based in the Tokyo office, he builds
on the deep and multifaceted
relationships between Rio Tinto
and Japan. He is also responsible
for the relationships with Rio
Tinto’s significant suppliers
headquartered in Japan.
He plays an active and leading role in
the Future Leaders Group of Australia
Japan Business Cooperation
Committee, while acting as a
committee member/treasurer of the
Australia Japan Society (Qld) Inc.
Prior to joining Rio Tinto’s Tokyo
office, Kohei worked in Rio
Tinto’s Brisbane-based global
tax team and a big 4 accounting
firm as the manager in charge of
Japanese companies investing in
resource projects in Australia.
Kohei is a Chartered Accountant
(Australia) and holds a Master of
Applied Taxation (University of
New South Wales), a Master of
Commerce - Professional Accounting
/ Applied Finance (University of
Queensland) and a Bachelor of
Agriculture (University of Tokyo).
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Speakers

Prof. Admiral Chris
Barrie, AC, RAN (Ret’d)
After nearly 42 years in the
Navy Chris Barrie retired in July
2002 at the end of four years
in command of the Australian
Defence Force. Since then he
has worked on strategic leadership
issues as consultant, teacher and
mentor: at Oxford University, the
National Defense University (NDU)
in Washington DC, U.S. Army
War College at Carlyle in
Pennsylvania, and at the Australian
National University (ANU).
At ANU Chris is Chair of the London
Foundation, and a Director in the
Tuckwell Scholarship Foundation.
He teaches on campus and at
the Australian Command and
Staff College. He has facilitated
induction courses for new APS
entrants into the Department of
Defence and acted as co-facilitator
in executive education courses for
the National Security College on
risk. He is Chair - PTSD Australia
New Zealand, which has launched
FearLess Outreach to assist all
Australians and New Zealanders
who have post traumatic stress
or live with people who have it.
He became very concerned about
climate change matters in 2006
after which he taken advocacy
action to raise awareness of the
potential costs of inaction. In 2015
he was an author of a Report for
the Climate Council on “Climate
Change, Security and the ADF”.

Prof. Nick Bisley
Nick is the Executive Director
of La Trobe Asia and Professor of
International Relations at La Trobe
University, as well as Editor-inChief of the Australian Journal of
International Affairs, the country’s
oldest scholarly journal in the field.
Nick is also a member of the
Australian Institute of International
Affairs national executive team,
the board of the Australia-India
Institute, the Council for Security
and Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific
and is part of the advisory board
of China Matters. In addition, he
has also been a Senior Research
Associate of the International
Institute of Strategic Studies
and a Visiting Fellow at the East
West-Center in Washington DC.
He regularly contributes to and is
quoted in national and international
media including The Guardian,
The Economist, CNN and Time
Magazine. Nick also regularly hosts
Asia Rising, the podcast of La Trobe
Asia which examines the news and
events of Asia’s states and societies.
Nick is the author of many works
on international relations, including:
Issues in 21st Century World
Politics, 3rd Edition (Palgrave,
2017), Great Powers in the
Changing International Order
(Lynne Rienner, 2012); and Building
Asia’s Security (IISS/Routledge,
2009, Adelphi No. 408).
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Melanie Brock
Melanie is Managing Director of
Melanie Brock Advisory. With
over two decades of commercial
experience in Japan, Melanie has
developed an excellent network
of contacts in Japan’s
corporate, political and diplomatic
sectors. She has played a pivotal
role in strengthening JapanAustralia relations, most recently
in the conclusion of the JapanAustralia Economic Partnership
Agreement. Melanie also serves as
the Chair Emeritus of the Australian
and New Zealand Chamber of
Commerce in Japan, having served
as the Chair for six years previously.
She was also the former Chair
of the Australian Business Asia
(ABA), a group of 16 Australian
Chambers of Commerce and
Business Councils from across
the Asia region that represent
Australian business interests in
their respective host countries.
Her previous roles include Regional
Manager (Japan) for Meat &
Livestock Australia (MLA) in 2010,
Director of the Japan office for
La Trobe University, as a Board
Member for the Australia-Japan
Foundation and as a member
of the Steering Committee for
the Australia-Japan Business
Co-operation Committee. She
has also been nominated for the
Telstra women’s business award
and the NAB women’s agenda
leadership award in 2013.
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Melissa Conley Tyler

Prof. Jenny Corbett

Melissa is a lawyer and
specialist in conflict resolution,
including negotiation, mediation
and peace education.

Professor Jenny Corbett is
Distinguished Professor at the
Crawford School of Public Policy
(ANU) and a Fellow of the Academy
of Social Sciences in Australia.

Melissa is the National Executive
Director of the Australian Institute
of International Affairs (AIIA). She
was previously Program Manager
of the International Conflict
Resolution Centre at the University
of Melbourne and Senior Fellow of
Melbourne Law School. She has
an international profile in conflict
resolution including membership
of the Editorial Board of the
Conflict Resolution Quarterly.
For more than a decade leading
the AIIA, she has edited 50
publications, organised more
than 90 policy events, overseen
dramatic growth in youth
engagement and built stronger
relations with other institutes of
international affairs worldwide.
Her recent research focuses on
global governance, Australian
foreign policy and changes in
diplomatic practice. She is listed
in Routledge’s Who’s Who in
International Affairs and International
Who’s Who of Women, and was
selected as one of the nation’s
1,000 “best and brightest” to
participate in the Australia 2020
Summit convened by formerPrime Minister Kevin Rudd.

She was Pro Vice-Chancellor
(Research and Research Training)
at the ANU from late 2012 to
October 2016. Prior to that, she
was the Executive Director of the
Australia-Japan Research Centre,
at the Crawford School of Public
Policy from 2005 to 2012.
She also holds the position of
Reader in the Economy of Japan
at the University of Oxford where
she has taught since 1983,
and is a Research Fellow of
the Centre for Economic Policy
Research (CEPR, London) and a
Research Associate of the Centre
for Japanese Economy and
Business at Columbia University.
Professor Corbett has a PhD in
Economics from the University of
Michigan. Her research focusses
on current macro-economic and
financial policy issues in Japan,
regional financial integration,
financial crisis and financial system
design since the early 1990s.
In 2014 she was awarded the
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon by the
Japanese government for services
to Australia-Japan relations
and research on Japan.
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Her Excellency the Hon.
Linda Dessau AC
On 1 July 2015, The Hon Linda
Dessau AC was sworn in as
Victoria’s 29th Governor, the
first female in the role. Governor
Dessau attending the University of
Melbourne, where she gained
the degree of LLB (Hons). In
1975 she was admitted as
a barrister and solicitor of the
Supreme Court of Victoria.
Governor Dessau was appointed
a part-time member of the Small
Claims and Residential Tenancies
Tribunals, taking her first judicial
appointment as a Magistrate in
1986, at the age of thirty-three.
In June 1995, the Governor was
appointed a Judge of the Family
Court of Australia, where she served
for 18 years until July 2013.
Outside the law, the Governor
was engaged in a broad range of
community organisations. In 2010
the Governor was made a Member
of the Order of Australia for services
to family law, and the community.
In 2017 the Governor was made
a Companion of the Order of
Australia for “eminent service to
the people of Victoria through
leadership roles in the judiciary,
to the advancement of economic
ties and business relationships,
and as a supporter of charitable,
sporting and arts organisations”.
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Prof. Akiko Fukushima

Peter Hartcher

Jason Hayes

Dr. Akiko Fukushima is a Professor,
School of Global Studies
and Collaboration, Aoyama
Gakuin University with a PhD
from Osaka University and M.A.
from the Paul H. Nitze School of
Advanced International Studies
(SAIS), Johns Hopkins University.

Peter is the political and international
editor of the Sydney Morning Herald
– a position he has held since 2003.

Mr Jason Hayes Partner,
Financial Assurance; Japan
Practice Leader – Asia
Pacific (ex-Japan) PwC

Her career achievements include
appointments as an Adjunct
Professor of the Law School at Keio
University, Director of Policy Studies
at the National Institute for Research
Advancement, Senior Fellow at the
Japan Foundation and a visiting
scholar of CSIS, US. She serves on
Japanese Government committees
including the Advisory Council on
National Security and Defense
Capabilities and the Advisory Council
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dr
Fukushima is also a Non-resident
Fellow of the Lowy Institute,
Australia. Her publications include:
Japanese Foreign Policy: The
Emerging Logic of Multilateralism
(1999) by MacMillan, A Lexicon
of Asia Pacific Security Dialogue
(2003) by Keizai, Hyoronsha Conflict
and Cultural Diplomacy (2012) by
Keio University Press. “Japan’s
Perspective on Asian Regionalism,”
Asia’s New Multilateralism, Columbia
University Press (2009) “Global
Merits of Alliance: A Japanese
Perspective,” The US- Japan
Security Alliance, Palgrave (2011),
and “Multilateralism Recalibrated,”
in Postwar Japan (CSIS 2017).

Peter is the paper’s main
commentator on national politics
and international affairs. He is
also a visiting fellow at the Lowy
Institute for International Policy and
a regular Sky News commentator.
Peter has been writing about politics,
economics and international affairs
for more than 30 years, including a
decade as a foreign correspondent
in Tokyo and Washington.
He won the coveted Walkley Award,
the Australian Pulitzer, for the best
analysis and commentary in all
Australian media in 2015. He is a
past winner of Australia journalism’s
highest accolade, the Gold Walkley
Award, given to one journalist a year
for the most outstanding achievement
across all fields, and the Citibank
Award for business journalism. Peter
is also an award-winning author.
His latest book, ‘The Sweet Spot:
How Australia Made Its Own
Luck And Could Now Throw It
All Away’, won the main award
for business books in Australia,
the Ashurst Business Literature
Prize, in 2012. His previous books
were on Japan’s economy, the US
economy and Australian politics.
His 2005 book, Bubble Man: Alan
Greenspan and the Missing Seven
Trillion Dollars, foresaw the collapse
of the U.S. housing market and
the downturn that followed.
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Jason Hayes is the leader
of PwC’s Asia Pacific Japan
Practice (ex Japan). In Australia
he is supported by a team of 27
Japanese professionals situated
across Australia covering the
firm’s Deals, Assurance, Taxation
and Consulting service offerings.
Jason is a Financial Assurance
Partner and has more than 25
years of international experience
providing assurance and advisory
services to companies in a
wide variety of industry sectors,
particularly Entertainment
& Media, Technology and
Retail & Consumer.
Jason has considerable
experience assisting Japanese
and Australian companies with
the implementation and adoption
of IFRS. His Japanese client
experience includes working for
organisations such as Konami,
Sony, Mitsubishi, Mitsui & Co.,
Dentsu-Aegis, Toshiba, Nippon
Steel, KDDI, Konica-Minolta,
Hitachi, Kirin and NTT.
Jason has spent the past 8
years on assignment with
PwC in Japan and he is
an active member of the
Australia Japan Business
Cooperation Committee.

Speakers

Dr Llewelyn Hughes

Hong Lim MLA

Dr Llewelyn Hughes is Associate
Professor at the Crawford School
of Public Policy at the Australian
National University (ANU), where
he sits on the Energy Change
Institute’s Executive Committee,
and convenes its Energy &
Security research cluster.

Hong Lim came to Australia
in 1970 as a Colombo Plan
scholarship student.

Dr Hughes’ is also Research
Director at GR Japan, a government
and public affairs consultancy based
in Tokyo, where his advice helps
companies in the solar photovoltaic,
wind, energy efficiency, and natural
resource sectors navigate regulatory
affairs in the Japanese market.
Dr Hughes received a Ph.D. from
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), and holds a
Masters degree from the Graduate
School of Law and Politics
at the University of Tokyo.

He has been extensively involved
in ethnic community affairs
since the arrival of Indo-Chinese
refugees in Australia in 1976,
leading to his appointment as
a Commissioner of the Ethnic Affairs
Commission from 1985 to 1993.
In 1977, he commenced a 20year career in the Victorian Public
Service working in the human
resources development and labour
market program areas in various
government departments. In 1993,
he resigned from the Victorian
Government and worked as a
Youth Employment Counsellor
with the Cambodian Association
until his election to the Victorian
Parliament in March 1996.
Hong is the first and only
Cambodian-Chinese to be elected
to a Parliament anywhere in
the English-speaking world.
He was elected a Member of the
Legislative Assembly for Clayton,
Victoria, in March 1996 and held
that position until November
2014. At the 2014 Victorian State
election, Hong was elected as
the new Member for Clarinda
and in December 2014 was
appointed as the Parliamentary
Secretary for Multicultural Affairs
and Asia Engagement.
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Consul-General
Kazuyoshi Matsunaga
Mr Kazuyoshi Matsunaga, ConsulGeneral of Japan to Melbourne,
Australia, was appointed to
his current position in 2017.
Prior to this appointment, he had
a distinguished and outstanding
career in the Japanese Foreign
Ministry, including positions
ranging from secretariat duties
in the Japanese embassy in the
United States, managerial positions
in the science and nuclear and
information systems divisions, a
counsellor position in Thailand,
and a position of Minister and
Deputy Chief of Mission at the
Embassy of Japan in Tanzania.
Consul-General Matsunaga also
has a distinguished academic
background, attaining a Bachelor’s
degree and Master’s degree in
engineering from Keio University,
as well as a Master’s degree in
science from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
Beyond his professional and
academic activities, he enjoys
photography, tennis and yoga.

Speakers

Murray McLean AO

Rachel Mealey

Greg Muller

Murray McLean AO is the Chair of
the Australia-Japan Foundation, a
role he has held since 2012. The
AJF provides grants for high-quality
projects that promote the AustraliaJapan partnership particularly, but not
exclusively, across: youth, gender,
diversity and inclusion, and innovation.

Rachel has been the ABC’s Tokyo
Correspondent since 2015.

Greg Muller is an awardwinning TV, radio and online
journalist and producer, with
nearly 20 years experience
in the Australian media. He is
currently working as a media
advisor and media trainer for
the Climate Media Centre.

Formerly a senior officer of the
Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT), he retired
in 2012 after a 42 year career
during which he was Ambassador
to Japan (2004-2011) initiating
negotiations on the FTA and on
growing security cooperation as well
as leading Australia’s response to
the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear
disasters; Deputy Secretary of DFAT
(2004); First Assistant Secretary,
North Asia Division (2001-2003), High
Commissioner in Singapore (19972001); Assistant Secretary, East Asia
Branch, (1992-1996), and Consul
General, Shanghai (1987-1992). His
other postings were at the Australian
Embassy in Washington D.C. (19831986); the Australian Embassy in
Beijing (twice) (1973-1976 and 19791983) and in Hong Kong (1971-1973).

Rachel graduated from the
University of Queensland with
a double Bachelor Degree
in Arts and Economics,
where one of her majors was
journalism and government.
Upon graduation, Rachel pursued
her interest in journalism by
beginner her career with the
Australian Broadcasting agency.
She has held journalist and
correspondent positions at the
ABC for ABC Radio Current Affairs,
ABC TV, ABC News Breakfast
and has been the ABC’s Tokyo
correspondent since 2015. She
has lived in Japan for 7 years and
before taking up her current role
with the ABC she reported for
Al Jazeera from Tokyo. She has
reported extensively about politics,
economics and culture from Japan.

He was appointed as an officer of
the Order of Australia (AO) in the
Australia Day Honours list 2013 and
in November 2014, the Japanese
Emperor presented him with the Grand
Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun.
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Based in Melbourne, he’s worked
on ABC TV’s current affairs
program 7.30, Network Ten’s The
Project and SBS Radio News.
Greg worked for many years
as a presenter, producer and
reporter on ABC Radio National’s
Bush Telegraph program and
also researcher and producer
on ABC TV’s Backroads series.
And for something completely
different, Greg is also an
accomplished sound engineer
and white water river guide.
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Kaoru Nishinakagawa

Prof. Shirley Scott

Jamie Smyth

Kaoru is an Innovation
Consultant/ Entrepreneur with
over 12 years of international
experience focused in
developing new business,
managing strategic partnerships
and data analytics.

Professor Shirley Scott is a Professor of
International Relations in the Faculty of Arts
and Social Sciences, UNSW Australia.

Jamie has worked as
the Australia and Pacific
Islands’ correspondent for
the Financial Times (FT)
newspaper since January
2014. He writes on business,
politics, culture and society
and has a special interest in
Australia’s ties with Asia.

She is a passionate
businesswoman, and believes
that customer satisfaction
and a consumer-centric
approach to business is
the key for organisations to
achieve long term growth.
She is co-founder of Innovation
Dojo, which she helped
establish to foster cross-cultural
entrepreneurship initiatives
between Japan and Australia.

Shirley’s research and teaching focuses on
international law as a dimension
of global governance, demonstrating
the complex interplay between power
politics and international law.
Shirley has published on a range of
subjects including the use of force,
climate change, Antarctica, international
law and Australian foreign policy, and
the nature of United States’ engagement
with international law. Shirley is the
Research Chair of the Australian Institute
of International Affairs and a member of
the Advisory Council of the Asian Society
of International Law. She is currently
undertaking a project on the scope for the
UN Security Council to contribute to the
governance of climate change adaptation.
Professor Scott is the author of a leading
textbook in the field, International Law
in World Politics: an Introduction and its
companion, International Law and Politics:
Key Documents as well as The Political
Interpretation of Multilateral Treaties,
International Law, US Power. The United
States’ Quest for Legal Security and,
edited joint with Professor Rosemary
Rayfuse, International Law in the Era of
Climate Change. She is the book review
editor and a member of the editorial
board of the Asian Journal of International
Law. She is also on the editorial board
of The Australian Journal of International
Affairs and the Journal of International
Law and International Relations.
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Jamie also worked previously
as Ireland correspondent
for the FT, which was
acquired by the Japanese
publisher Nikkei in 2015.
A graduate of Trinity College in
Dublin, where he studied history,
before joining the FT he was the
European correspondent for The
Irish Times. He spent two years
living in Japan between 19961998, where he worked as an
English teacher and journalist.
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Tom Switzer

Hiroyuki Tahara

Catherine Taylor

Tom Switzer is the Executive
Director at the Centre for
Independent Studies.

Hiroyuki was born and raised in
Osaka. Since he was in junior high
school, his family has been a host
for foreign students from many
countries, including Australia, and
promoting international exchange
is one of his passions in life.

Catherine was appointed Assistant
General Manager of Trade at the
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade), in February
2017, leading the Food and
Agribusiness and International
Health teams nationally for
Austrade as part of her role.

He is a former senior fellow
at the University of Sydney’s
United States Studies Centre
(2009-17), a former editor of the
Spectator Australia(2009-14),
senior federal Liberal leader
adviser/speech writer (2008),
opinion editor of The Australian,
(2001-08), editorial writer at
the Australian Financial Review
(1998-01) and assistant editor at
the American Enterprise Institute
in Washington, DC (1995-98).
He has written for the Wall
Street Journal, New York
Times, Washington Post, The
Spectator, Financial Times,
Foreign Affairs, The National
Interest, The American
Interest and The American
Conservative. He has also
appeared on CNN, CNBC,
Bloomberg, Al Jazeera, Sky
News, SBS, Seven, Nine, Ten
and ABC radio and television.
He hosts Between the Lines
on the ABC’s Radio National.

Over the past 16 years, he has held
a variety of positions at the Osaka
City Government, including the
Board of Education, the City Planning
Bureau, and the Economic Strategy
Bureau. He was also involved in
the re-development of a major
land area north of Osaka Station,
and assisted in the establishment
and operations of Osaka
Innovation Hub, a new initiative to
support start-ups, entrepreneurs,
SMEs and universities.
Hiroyuki was recently seconded to
JETRO, working at JETRO’s Osaka
branch for a year in the Business
Information Division, before being
transferred to JETRO Sydney for
an additional one year placement.
He takes on the role of Assistant
Business Development Director,
providing Japanese companies
with business information and
promoting Australian companies
to expand business to Japan,
particularly for the Kansai region.
Hiroyuki is also an enthusiastic
marathon runner, enjoying daily
training among Sydney’s scenic
running routes, and has already
registered for three races in Australia.
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Catherine has a background in
both the private and the public
sectors in Australia and Japan
which has included diplomatic
roles as well as trade development
and marketing positions.
Most recently she was Australia’s
Consul General and Senior Trade
Commissioner to Osaka for four
years, where she was responsible
for representing Australia’s interests
in Western Japan as well as for
achieving business outcomes for
Australian businesses in trade,
investment and education.
Her previous overseas assignments
include Trade Commissioner in Tokyo
from 2006 – 2010, Consul and
Trade Commissioner to Sendai from
2002 – 2006. From 2010 – 2013
she was based in the Melbourne
office of the Australian Trade
Commission and worked to assist
Foreign Direct Investment to Australia
before being posted to Osaka.
She has lived and worked in Japan
for 18 years and speaks Japanese.
Catherine graduated from Monash
University in Melbourne Australia
and holds a Post Graduate Diploma,
Swinburne University of Technology.
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Dr Merriden Varrall

Tony Wood

Dr Merriden Varrall is Director, East
Asia Program at the Lowy Institute.

Tony Wood has led the
Grattan Institute’s Energy
Program since mid-2011.

Before joining the Lowy Institute
Merriden was the Assistant
Country Director and Senior Policy
Advisor at UNDP China, where
she worked for the past three
years on China’s role in the world,
focusing on its international
development cooperation policy.
Merriden has spent almost eight
years living and working in China,
including lecturing in foreign
policy at the China Foreign Affairs
University and conducting fieldwork
for her doctoral research.
Prior to that she worked for the
Australian Treasury. Merriden has a
PhD in political anthropology from
Macquarie University, Sydney, and
the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam.
Her dissertation examined the
ideational factors behind China’s
foreign policy. She has a Masters
Degree in International Affairs
from the Australian National
University, and completed her
undergraduate studies at the
University of Technology Sydney.

Since then he and his team
have delivered twelve major reports
on energy and climate change and
he has developed a strong profile
with governments and industry,
and is a regular contributor in major
media on key energy issues.
From 2009 until mid-2014, he also
had a role as Program Director of
Clean Energy Projects at the Clinton
Foundation, advising governments
in the Asia-Pacific region on
effective deployment of large-scale,
low- emission energy technologies
such as solar and CCS.
Prior to these roles, he spent 14
years working at Origin Energy in
senior executive roles covering
retail and LPG line management
and corporate affairs.
In 2008, he was seconded to
provide an industry perspective
to the first Garnaut review.
He has built widespread
relationships within the
energy sector and is an
adviser to government.
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Team

David Lang

Hayley Channer

Kevin Placek

David Lang is the founder and
chair of the Australia-Japan
Youth Dialogue Limited.

Hayley works at the Australian
Department of Defence. She
previously held positions within
the Office of the Australian
Minister for Defence, Senator
the Hon Marise Payne, and
with World Vision Australia.

Kevin is an policy graduate in
the Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Until September 2018 he served the
Turnbull Government as an adviser
to the former Foreign Minister of
Australia, the Hon Julie Bishop MP.
Between 2014 and 2017 he worked
as an analyst and managing editor at
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute,
an independent, non-partisan defence
and security think tank in Canberra.
David previously worked in business
analysis, advisory and project
management roles at The University
of Queensland. He has also served
stints with the National Institute for
Defense Studies in Tokyo and the
Australian Permanent Mission to
the United Nations in Geneva.

Hayley was previously an analyst
with the Australian Strategic Policy
Institute specialising in Northeast
Asia and interned with the Australian
Institute of International Affairs.
In 2012 she undertook a Visiting
Fellowship with the National
Institute for Defense Studies in
Tokyo where she researched
the Japan–South Korea security
relationship. Hayley has travelled
extensively throughout Japan.

He has been a Young Leader with the
Pacific Forum CSIS, and a member
of the World Economic Forum’s
Global Shapers Community.

Prior to commencing at DFAT,
Kevin was a senior program
assistant at the Social Science
Research Council (SSRC). Based
in their Tokyo office, Kevin worked
on the Abe Fellowship Program
and New Voices from Japan.
Kevin has interned for the Japan
Chair at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington,
DC and for Kono Taro, a member
of the House of Representatives,
in the Diet in Tokyo. His articles
have appeared in a number of
publications, including The Diplomat,
East Asia Forum, The Strategist, and
New Perspectives in Foreign Policy.
He holds a B.A. in international
relations and a Master of
International Relations from the
University of Melbourne.

His work has been published in The
Australian, The Sydney Morning
Herald, The Australian Financial
Review, The Japan Times and The
National Interest, among others
He holds a Bachelor of Business
Management from The University
of Queensland and a Master
of International Relations
from Griffith University.
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Team

D’Arcy Butler

David Hiroyuki Murakami

D’Arcy grew up in country
Victoria and had his first encounter
with Japan and its culture on a
three-week trip at the age of 10.
His family was a regular host
for Japanese student teachers
and when he selected a language
to pursue at University, Japanese
seemed the natural choice.

David was born and raised in
Perth, Western Australia, and is
passionate about economics,
contemporary social issues, and
public policy in the Asia–Pacific.
He holds a Bachelor of Economics
(Honours) and Bachelor of Arts
from the University of Western
Australia, during which he studied
at Osaka’s Kansai Gaidai University
and Tokyo’s Sophia University.

D’Arcy was employed at the
Consulate-General of Japan in
Melbourne, working in the Information
and Culture section for 6 years. He is
now launching a start-up to promote
the delivery of language and culture
education in Victorian schools whilst
completing a Masters of Education.
He is the Co-Vice-President of
the Australia Japan Society of
Victoria, where he has served as
a committee member since 2010;
he is also a committee member
of the National Federation of
Australia Japan Societies. In his
spare time, D’Arcy is a keen ice
hockey player and is a defenceman
in the Jets Phantoms team.

Following graduation, David was
employed by Western Australia’s
Department of the Premier and
Cabinet. In early 2016 David left Perth
to take part in the inaugural National
Parliamentary Fellowships Program
between Australia and Japan, which
involved a three-month stint in
Japan’s Diet facilitated by the ANU’s
Crawford School of Public Policy.
David currently resides in
Tokyo and will commence a
Master of Economics at Keio
University in early 2017.
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New Colombo Plan volunteers

Holly Adams

Shojeeb Alam

Holly is in her third year of Law
and International Studies at Deakin
University. She currently works
for the AFL in their Events and
Corporate Functions sector and
volunteers at a criminal law firm.

Shojeeb Alam is an
aspiring international commercial
lawyer who is in his final year of a
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Law
at Monash University with a double
major in Japanese and Korean.

Holly has participated in a number
of international study programs,
including studying international
politics in New York and recently,
in July 2017, to London to study
international human rights law.

Shojeeb completed a semester
exchange at the Law Faculty
of Hitotsubashi University after
being awarded the New Colombo
Plan scholarship in 2014.

She has also been selected for
an internship position at the
United States Congress from
January to March in 2018 to
work in the office of a Democratic
Senator. Holly travelled to Tokyo
in December 2016 where she
studied Japanese politics, society
and culture at Musashi University.
This is where her fascination and
interest in Japan originated.
She is very eager to enhance her
knowledge and understanding of
Australia-Japan relations and is
excited to be involved in an event
that works to build stronger ties
between these two great nations.

He was selected to deliver a
speech in Japanese at the New
Colombo Plan Launch in Tokyo
to an audience of distinguished
guests including former Prime
Minister Abbott. Further, Shojeeb
participated in the Intercollegiate
Negotiation Competition in
2015 as a representative of
Team Australia. Capitalizing on
these experiences, Shojeeb
successfully completed JLPT N1.
Additionally, Shojeeb has completed
an exchange program at Seoul
National University in Korea where
he completed a research thesis
on “Minority Shareholder Rights
in South Korea” in consultation
with Korean legal professionals.
Shojeeb has also recently
completed clerkships at Herbert
Smith Freehills and Ashurst and
aspires to complete a secondment
at the firm’s Tokyo offices.
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AJYD partners and supporters
The Australia–Japan Youth Dialogue is
only possible thanks to the generous
support we receive from a range of
organisations that share our vision.
These partnerships allow the AJYD’s
Organising Committee to host the
inaugural dialogue and support all

costs related to the program, including
delegate travel and accommodation.
That allows the AJYD to access the
most dynamic and promising young
leaders from Australia and Japan,
regardless of their financial means.

It also helps to sustain our
outreach activities, actively grow our
alumni network, and build a strong
foundation on which to deliver an
engaging annual Australia–Japan
Youth Dialogue program.

Founding partner

Major partners

Supporters

Strategic partners

The
Government
of
Japan
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