
 

EL SEMANARIO 
Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel and Rev. Lee Walters, Interim Pastors 

September/Septiembre 29, 2019 

 

This Sunday, September 29, Rev. Lee Walters will preach on “Staying Alive” based on I 

Timothy 6: 1-12; 17-19. 

Immediately following worship, please join your Pastoral Nominating Committee for a forum 

where you can share your thoughts and input during this pastoral transition time at Westminster. 

For your convenience, we are re-running below the PNC’s Progress Report and Mission Study 

Executive Summary to help you prepare any questions or comments you’d like to contribute. 

 

FROM THE PASTORAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

PNC PROGRESS 

Your Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) is now meeting and will update the congregation 

periodically on its progress over the next 11-18 months, based on this tentative timeline: 

• 2-3 months to review, revise, update Mission Study (Completed) 

• 1-2 months to produce the Church Information Form (CIF) 

• 1 month for Session and the Commission on Ministry (COM) to approve CIF 

• 2-3 months to advertise the position 

• 2-3 months to narrow the applicants to a “long list” (approx. 10 applicants) 

• 1-2 months to narrow the “long list” to a “short list” (approx. 3-5 applicants) 

• 1-2 months to choose “the one,” have that person visit and preach, etc. 

• 1-2 months for that person to arrive in Santa Fe. 

2019 Pastoral Nominating Committee 

Libby Naranjo  

Kari Heil 
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PNC MISSION STUDY EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

August 2019 Mission Study  

Executive Summary:  

 

Compiled by the Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) 

during June – August 2019, this Mission Study describes who WPC is now and states who WPC 

wants to be in the future. 

WPC is an active congregation in the Santa Fe Community and within the Presbytery through its 

many internal and external programs, opportunities, and ministries. 

WPC has self-identified that it wants to continue to grow, and in today’s divisive world, wants to 

help create a place where all can come to be spiritually fed as well as be inspired and strengthened 

to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 

NOTE:  This document is an excerpt from the 2013 WPC Mission Study and Plan that was 

completed for the pastoral search at that time.  To continue the “story” of WPC, please refer to 

the Aug. 2019 Mission Study, specifically Section III.  

Attachment A 

History of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Santa Fe 

A. The Forming of the Spanish mission to northern New Mexico (1893-1914):  

Westminster Presbyterian Church was born in 1893 out of the vision of a small group of men 

with a desire to spread the gospel among the Hispanic population in the Santa Fe area. 

Presbyterianism had arrived in northern New Mexico 25 years earlier and had taken hold In Las 

Vegas and Santa Fe through the efforts of ministers and missionaries from the east such as John 

Annin and Matilda Allison, to name a few, and local Hispanic evangelists such as Jose Ynez 

Perea and Jose Jesus Vigil. The Presbyterian influence began to be felt among the Hispanic 

population through the means of education and preaching. 

Few among the local people had access to schools so education was largely reserved for the 

children of affluent families. Once the Presbyterian missionaries established schools in the small 

rural communities of Northern New Mexico.  They served as springboards for the starting of 

churches. As people learned to read, small groups, who gathered together to study the Bible and 

learn its truths, led to the formation of actual churches. In larger communities such as Santa Fe 

those early Spanish congregations were usually attached to the English-speaking churches and 

members thereof. The original 12 members (of whom 10 were women) of Westminster 

(originally called La Iglesia Segunda Presbyteriana de Santa Fe) transferred into the new church 

from First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe. From their vision grew the Westminster Presbyterian 

Church we have become. 



B. The period of seasoning for Fruition (1914-1945):  

Many things have changed in the past 120 years. New Mexico became a state in 1912. World 

War I began in 1914. From the period of 1914-1928 with the beginning of the depression there 

are no official church records. However in 1928 a series of three pastor-missionaries put the 

congregation into the public eye. Paul Warnsius (1928-1933) George Simmons(1933-1935), and 

JL Candelaria (1935-1936) provided a ministry which first had the little Spanish mission back as 

a department of First Presbyterian and then again as separate independent congregation. When 

Uvaldo Martinez came (1936-1945), two women elders were elected for the first time. The 

worship space was still at First Church with the worship services taking place in the afternoons.  

C. The established congregation and the openness to Diversity (1946-1993): 

During this time Santa Fe was growing from a small community to a sprawling city. The 

population had changed from largely Native Hispanic/ Native American to more Anglo 

dominated and now to a mixture of various cultures: Hispanic (both native and immigrant), 

different Anglo ethnicities, Native American, African American, various Asian cultures and 

those of various African nations.  We have become a melting pot of races, ethnicities and even 

religions while still honoring our Spanish mission roots. In addition to Christianity in its various 

forms, we also have adopted practices from Native American, Judaism, Islam, Buddhist, Sikh, 

and numerous other faith traditions. Over the years Westminster has proved to be a welcoming 

house of worship to people of many different ancestral origins who have come from a variety of 

faith backgrounds to become members of the Presbyterian Family. 

We began as a Spanish church with classes and services all conducted in Spanish, with all 

Bibles, hymn books and lesson books all in that language. From that origin we passed through a 

period when we worshipped in Spanish two Sundays a month and in English the other two. Now 

we have emerged as a congregation that worships primarily in English but with a portion of the 

liturgy and hymns in Spanish as a reminder of our origins. 

We have been shepherded by and influenced by twenty Ministers of the Word from Rev. 

William (Guillermo) Williams, 1893 – 1897 to Rev. Chester Topple, 2007 – 2013; builders of 

buildings like the Rev. Gabino Rendon and the Rev. George Simmonds; builders of 

congregations like the Rev. Eliud Ortega;  leaders in mission outreach like the Rev. Britton 

Johnston and the Rev. Topple. Each of them has left his mark. 

D. Exuberant congregation with Mission, Peace, and Justice Focus (1993-2007):  

We have always been mindful of the importance of mission work, from contributing to 

worldwide efforts through the church at large, to local outreach. Rev. Rendon, in the early 

1900’s, reached out to inmates at the territorial prison.  The evangelistic ministry of Gaspar 

Naranjo, one of our own lay ministers, started a local outreach in the 60s. In recent years we 

have become heavily focused on social ministry with active missionary pursuits to our fellow 

Presbyterians in Cuba, coffee growers in Mexico, pastors under threat of danger in Columbia, the 

homeless, here in Santa Fe, the hungry here and in other places, prison inmates and immigrants 

in need of protection.  The congregation supports, peace -making efforts, environmental 

concerns and many very worthy causes. 



E. Regrowth and maturing of congregational life (2007-2013): 

There is no question that we were born of necessity for a Hispanic population to learn to read and 

speak English. Our history is one of bringing the Gospel to Hispanics. For a number of 

generations our Presbyterian congregations in northern New Mexico were “fed” by the 

Presbyterian Mission Schools. Those schools, with the exception of Menaul School in 

Albuquerque, are now a thing of the past. They are no longer nurturing future church members, 

and the result of this is evident in the shrinking congregations of our church. Many of the old 

Spanish families once a part of this neighborhood and area have moved and if still with us 

commute long distances to be here for worship and various meetings. The immigrant population 

which once found a place here has moved to the south side to Tierra Contenta and along Airport 

road. We are no longer a neighborhood congregation, though that is still part of our context for 

ministry. We do accompaniment trips to Columbia, We take coffee to Amigos del Parque. We 

attend immigration rallies and provide meals and showers for the homeless. We accept risk 

taking on a family for amnesty international and a hunger project. For a small church our mission 

activities are many. We have our sister congregation in Cuba. Our external mission focus has 

served to increase our internal nurture through vital worship, and bible study, 

F. We are our History:  

So, who are we, -- the members of Westminster Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe, in the Year of 

Our Lord 2013?  There is no question that we are a Presbyterian church of the early 21st century, 

eager to embrace people of many faiths, cultures and lifestyles. We long to be “inclusive”; we 

enthusiastically reach out to those who are in need.  Westminster Presbyterian Church remains 

the culmination of all that has been our history.  

Attachment B 

SANTA FE AREA DEMOGRAPHICS 

Santa Fe City population per the 2010 Census is 67,947, while Santa Fe County population in 

2010 is 144,170. Detailed information is presented by census tract for the Santa Fe Urban Area, 

which includes the land within the present City limits, and the land which is in the process of 

being annexed by the City of Santa Fe. This Urban Area (as shown on the attached graphic), is 

generally bounded by I-25 to the south and NM 599 to the west and northwest. 

The 2010 Census population within the Urban Area is 84,877, up from 79,100 in 2000 and 

66,104 in 1990. The attached table shows total population, number of children under 18, median 

age, Hispanic population, number of housing units and average persons per household by census 

tract. Westminster Presbyterian Church is located in census tract 7. Total population in this 

census tract has declined from 2,353 in 1990, to 2,139 in 2000, to 2,099 in 2010. Number of 

children in this census tract has declined from 550 in 1990, to 328 in 2000, to 250 in 2010, as 

median age has increased from 40 to 46 from 2000 to 2010. Hispanic population has dropped 

over this time period, from 1,566 in 1990, to 1,142 in 2000 and 984 in 2010. 

The three other census tracts, which are adjacent to the Westminster Presbyterian Church, are 

census tracts 3, 6 and 4. These three tracts have experienced much larger declines in overall 

population, especially in the number of children and in Hispanic population. Summing the data 



for these three neighboring census tracts, total population has declined from 5,049 in 1990, to 

4,770 in 2000 and 3,839 in 2010. The total number of children has declined from 879 in 1990, to 

632 in 2000 to 355 in 2010. The total Hispanic population has declined from 2,072 in 1990, to 

1,746 in 2000 to 1,019 in 2010. 

These trends are a reverse of what is occurring in the Santa Fe Urban Area as a whole, where 

population has increased from 66,104 in 1990, to 79,100 in 2000 and 84,877 in 2010. The 

number of children in the Urban Area has also increased from 16,334 in 1990, to 17,967 in 2000 

and 17,785 in 2010. The Hispanic population has increased in the Urban Area from 32,913 in 

1990, to 41,794 in 2000 and 46,440 in 2010.  Growth in these categories is occurring in other 

census tracts, particularly those located in southern and westernmost areas of the Urban Area. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE  

Please join us for a time of contemplative silence every Tuesday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  

in the Westminster sanctuary. All are welcome. 

 

WEEKLY TAIZÉ SERVICES 

Taizé services of prayer and song are held every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. All 

are welcome. 

 

TGIF CONCERTS 

Westminster and First Presbyterian Church co-sponsor the weekly TGIF Concerts at First 

Presbyterian, held on Fridays at 5:30 p.m. This Friday, September 27, will feature the Black 

Mesa Brass Ensemble. Next Friday, October 4, the featured artists will be David Solem, 

pianist. Go to the  TGIF website for more information. 

Our churches also coordinate shows at First Presbyterian’s Back Pew Gallery, open after each 

week’s concert. Now showing; “Land, Sky, Water: A Multimedia Group Show.” For more 

information, contact Elizabeth Roghair (505-466-4405), Westminster’s Gallery liaison. 

 

https://fpcsantafe.org/music-and-art/concerts/
mailto:eroghair@interaccess.com?subject=Back%20Pew%20Gallery


JOIN US AT PETE’S PLACE: OCTOBER 15, 18, 19 

This fall, Westminster is partnering again with First Presbyterian to serve meals and do floor 

duty at the Interfaith Community Shelter at Pete’s Place. We’ll be working together on Tuesday, 

October 15, Friday, October 18, and Saturday, October 19. You can volunteer to serve in the 

kitchen or to work on the floor during these three evenings. If you would like to join us in this 

important and meaningful outreach to those in our community experiencing homelessness, 

please contact Jenny Lasley. 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

Keeping clean: On the first of each month, the Westminster refrigerator will be cleaned out, 

and unmarked and outdated items will be tossed or composted. Please be sure to date and 

identify any items to be kept in the refrigerator for more than two weeks. Contact Diane 

McGaha if you have any questions. 

Going green: Beginning October 1, we will no longer use plastic utensils or Styrofoam dishes 

in the kitchen. Instead, the kitchen has been restocked with reusable and unbreakable plates, 

bowls, and drink ware. The existing heavier/breakable dishes will be donated to other 

organizations and any Westminster members who can use them. Thanks for your understanding 

and support. 

 

OREMOS POR 

• Family of 

Gretchen B. 

• Rod S.’s  

friend, Charlie P. 

• Margaret W. 

• Suzanne D. 

• Mark F. 

• Jennifer E. 

• Dwight W. 

• Georgia O.’s 

friend, 

Dharmatma K. 

• Sheila T., her 

great-grandson, 

Evan, & her 

friend, Andy T. 

• Kim S. 

• John & Desiree B. 

• Brian G. 

• Elizabeth R.’s 

mother Margaret 

B. 

• Kevin H. 

• Dotti T. 

• Gerald S. 

• Marian G. 

• Cindy P.’s  

friend, Pam N. 

• Carmen C.  

& her family  

• Jan C.’s sister, 

Esther, & husband  

• Gabe Hanson 

• Joe D. 

• Dick A. 

• Lois M. 

• Keri B.’s aunt, 

Kayla S. & her 

brother, Charles  

• Ed and Anne M. 

• Prayers of thanksgiving for all of autumn’s beauty. 

 

We will keep names on the prayer list for as long as needed. If you have a prayer request, for 

yourself or others, please contact the church office, submit a written prayer request in the 

offertory plate, or email Jane Nelson. We also want to hear of your joyful happenings and 

celebrations.  

 

PASTORAL VISITS 

mailto:jlasleywpcsf@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20at%20Pete's%20Place%20in%20October
mailto:ldmcgaha@gmail.com?subject=Kitchen
mailto:ldmcgaha@gmail.com?subject=Kitchen
mailto:jcnelson62@hotmail.com


If you or someone you know is ill and would like a home visit or home communion, please 

contact the church office: 505-983-8939 or wpcsantafe@gmail.com. If you wish to speak with 

one of the pastors, contact Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel at pastor.wpc1@gmail.com and Rev. 

Lee Walters at pastor.wpc2@gmail.com or the church office. Please note: Hospitals do not 

alert churches when someone is in the hospital, so please let us know if you know someone is in 

the hospital. 

¡BUENAS NOTICIAS! 

Nicole and Maggie from Gerard’s House gave an enriching presentation last Sunday at Agape 

Fast. Gerard’s House is a place for children and families dealing with grief and separation.   

Let’s wish Feliz Cumpleaños to Jerry Lamme on 9/30. 

 

GRACIAS 

Thanks to Lee Walters, Jim Williams, and Jenny Lasley for providing the soup, and to Kim 

Sewell for the blueberry cobbler last week for Agape Fast. 

 

REMEMBER TO ORDER YOUR WESTMINSTER CHURCH T-SHIRT 

 

We now have t-shirts to wear when representing WPC at community events. Shirts are $10 

each. Order yours in S, M, L XL, XXL, or XXXL from Consuelo Walker.  

 

COMING UP AT WESTMINSTER 
 

mailto:wpcsantafe@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.wpc1@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.wpc2@gmail.com
mailto:consueloowalker@yahoo.com?subject=T-shirt%20order


Please contact the church office to list an event: 505-983-8939 or wpcsantafe@gmail.com. 

 

• Sept  29 12:00 p.m. PASTORAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE FORUM 

• Oct 1 5:15 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

• Oct 2 6:30 p.m. Voice Choir Rehearsal 

• Oct 6   WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY: 

     PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

• Oct 6 1:00 p.m. Alabad/Worship Meeting 

• Oct 8 9:00 a.m. Interfaith Leadership Alliance 

• Oct 13   NOISY COIN TOSS SUNDAY* 

• Oct 13 1:00 p.m. Missio Dei Meeting 

• Oct 14 10:00 a.m. Money Care Meeting 

• Oct 17 9:00 a.m. Santa Fe Network for Immigration Justice 

• Oct 17 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

• Oct 20 12:00 p.m. AGAPE FAST** – Bievenidos Food Pantry 

 

Ongoing Programs at Westminster 

• Korean Church Services: 2:00 p.m. every Sunday except the third Sunday 

• Santa Fe Need & Deed: 2:00 p.m. every Monday 

• ELL Classes: 5:30 p.m. every Monday 

• Contemplative Silence: 10:30 a.m. every Tuesday 

• Bell choir rehearsal 5:15 p.m. every Tuesday starting October 1 

• Voice choir rehearsal 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays, unless otherwise noted 

• Downtown Group AA Meetings: 8:00 p.m. every Tuesday and Friday 

 

 

*Noisy Coin Toss benefits the Boys and Girls Club of Chimayo and Abiquiu. 

**All are welcome to Koinonia Hall for soup, bread, fellowship, and special speakers. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wpcsantafe@gmail.com

