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1. We are ordinary Australians, making our very first submission to an Australian parliamentary committee. We are friends and family who are jointly making this submission because we are deeply concerned that the Federal Government is seeing to amend the Home Affairs Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous Measures) Act 2019 (“Medevac Amendment”) for ideological, not public interest, reasons. We wish to make clear that ordinary Australians do NOT support this inhumane and illegal attempt to deny adequate medical treatment to unwell people to whom Australia owes a duty of care (both legally and morally). 
2. As the parliamentary committee website establishing this inquiry acknowledges, the MedEvac Amendment “created a framework for the transfer of transitory persons (and their family members, and other persons recommended to accompany the transitory person) from regional processing countries to Australia for the purposes of medical or psychiatric assessment or treatment; and provide for the removal from Australia, or return to a regional processing country, of transitory persons who are brought to Australia under the medical transfer provisions, once the temporary purpose for which they were brought to Australia is complete” (emphasis added). It was clear at the time the Bill was passed, and since then, that it was intended to assist people held in overseas detention who were in serious need of medical treatment, and to return them to said overseas detention if and when that they had sufficiently recovered. 
3. It is a matter of ideology – unrelated to concerns regarding national security, public safety or the public interest – that the Morrison Government is seeking to repeal the MedEvac Amendment. Since the Amendment was passed, there has been no increase in the number of boat people trying to reach Australia, no “opening of the floodgates” to spurious asylum seeker claims, no misuse of the provisions to bring healthy people to our shores. Instead, finally, after long delays by Australian bureaucrats, sick women, children and men are receiving the care they need.
4. The Australian Parliament must recognise that, for more than a decade, Australia has fully funded the bills for all of the people in detention overseas. The Nauru and PNG Governments do NOT pay for these refugees and asylum seekers, though they host them at our request. Accordingly, Australia clearly has a duty of care towards these people, Despite this, 12 refugees have died in Nauru and Manus, a number of female refugees have been raped, and many men, women and children have self-harmed. In 2015, the Forgotten Children Report by the Australian Human Rights Commission, discovered more than 300 children made or threatened self-harm attempts over 15 months and dozens reported sexual assault. In 2015, the Abbott Government commissioned the independent Moss Review which found there was widespread sexual and physical assault of detainees on Nauru.
5. Despite the substantial health and well-being issues faced by large numbers of asylum seekers and refugees in Nauru and Manus, the successive Coalition Governments have been incredibly harsh on detainees in need of medical care, against the advice of doctors, including ignoring doctors directly working with sick refugees on Nauru and Manus. Médecins Sans Frontières, which worked on Nauru before being kicked out by a defensive Nauru Government, in 2018 called for the immediate evacuation of all refugees from Nauru on mental health grounds.
6. No matter what side of politics MPs and Senators sit on, there is no moral, humane or legal justification for repealing the MedEvac Amendment. Whether or not you believe Australia should house asylum seekers in detention camps overseas, it is an absolutely fundamental duty of Australia as the country paying for those detention camps and holding those people in detention that we provide them with adequate medical care. No civilised democracy can defend allowing people in our care to die from preventable illnesses, and no honest parliamentarian can argue that these people are somehow the responsibility of Nauru and PNG alone. 
7. The MedEvac Amendment strikes a proper balance in ensuring that decisions regarding medical care are left with doctors; medical practitioners with the competencies to make such decisions. There is no reasonable justification for leaving such decisions with unqualified bureaucrats. Concerns have been raised by some parliamentarians regarding national security; but the MedEvac Amendment as currently written allows the Minister to prevent medical transfers on national security grounds. This is more than adequate to protect Australia’s interests.
8. We implore you – please produce a consensus committee report that reflects the values, principles and humanity of Australian people and endorses the retention of the MedEvac Amendment and the reject of this Bill. It is unnecessary, it is cruel, and it does nothing but harm the fabric of our society by disrespecting the rights of some of the most marginalised and vulnerable members of our global family. #NOTINMYNAME
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