
FEN COLESUltimately, 
the female 
bodybuilder's 
muscle 
constitute a 
kind of drag

Fen coles

w
w

w
.th

el
ab

pr
og

ra
m

.c
om

/c
or

in
ne

m
az

zo
li 

   
   

 @
th

el
ab

pr
og

ra
m

   
   

w
w

w
.s

al
ag

io
cc

hi
.it

   
 @

co
rin

zi
a_



FEN COLES

IT IS PRECISELY 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
IDEAS OF DRAG 
A N D  C R O S S
- D R E S S I N G 
THAT THE FEMALE 
B O D Y B U I L D E R ’ S 
SUBVERSIVENESS 
CAN BE MEASURED 
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FEN COLES

F E M A L E
B ODYB U I L DE RS 
I N  P A RT IC U L AR 

A R E   M A DE 
T O DR AMA T ISE 

T H E I R 
SE XU A L I TY

’

BUILDING A 
BETTER BODY. 
“BETTER,” IN 

BODYBUILDING 
PARLANCE, 

MEANS 

BIGGER.

ALAN KLEIN
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IN IM I T ATING GENDER 
DRAG IMPL IC ITL Y 
REVEAL S THE 
IM ITATIVE S TRUCTURE 
OF GENDER ITSEL F 
AS WELL  AS ITS 
CON TINGENCY

JUDITH BUTLER
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building 

mass 
mass 

and 
more 

mass
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BODYBUILDING IS SURELY ONE OF 
THE ‘QUEEREST’ ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
POSTMODERN CULTURE AS, DEPENDENT 
UPON ITS CONTEXT, 
THE FLEXING FEMALE BODYBUILDER MAY 
BE READ AS EITHER EMBODYING FEMINIST 
POLITICS AND CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL 
FEMININE  BEAUTY OR AS A STRANGELY 
EROTIC SPECTACLE.
EITHER WAY BODYBUILDING CHALLENGES 
THE TRADITIONAL SEX/GENDER/SEXUALITY
CONTINUUM NOT ONLY BY DE-
ESSENTIALIZING THE GENDERED BODY 
BUT ALSO BY CHALLENGING THE NARROW 
PERCEPTION OF HETEROEROTICS.
NIALL RICHARDSON
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Performing 
a failed 

impersonation 
of a failed 

impersonation

Doug Aoki


