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The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps. - Proverbs 16:9
Greetings members and friends of
Congregational UCC,
I pray this message finds you well.
The scripture I chose for this month is a proverb
from…well…the book of Proverbs. (I bet you
could have guessed that!) While its message, I
believe, is about calling us to an awareness of
God’s activity in our lives, this scripture makes me
think of another famous quote or proverb,
popularized by John Lennon. “Life is what
happens to you while you’re busy making other
plans.” It is that spin on the general message
which I want to talk about today.
You see, when I plan to do something, I plan to
actually accomplish it. Now, I’m well aware of my
humanity. I’m not saying I can accomplish literally
anything I decide to do. However, if I say I’m
going to do something, especially if I say that to
others, they are not simply idle words. However,
this year I have one glaring thing where that did
not happen.
A few months ago I wrote in one of these very
monthly messages that I was going to be making
my way through the directory and reaching out to
ask everyone if you would like a visit this summer.
I explained we could meet at your home, the
church, or out for coffee if that was most
comfortable. Well…if you didn’t receive an email
or call, I don’t want you to feel like you got
forgotten! It was something that just never
materialized. This was a surprisingly busy
summer. We had the national church meeting
here in June, which I needed to attend. That was
sadly followed immediately by the loss of my
wife’s mother which resulted in her traveling back
home to Rhode Island for a few weeks and threw
our home and work routines into chaos. There
were other things happening here at the church

which further pushed plans back but I still wasn’t
worried until the summer closed with me
acquiring an infection that went undiagnosed and
kept me very limited and occasionally immobile
for weeks until I finally ended up in the hospital
where things started to turn around. All that to
say, this summer did not go like I planned when I
wrote that message a few months ago.
As to my family’s personal life experiences this
summer, if you haven’t heard this already I want
to say it here again, thank you all very much for
the cards and the prayers you sent to Kerri and
myself. They were all greatly appreciated.
I offer this synopsis of my summer as an
explanation, not an excuse. I am sorry. I really do
not like planning something, telling others I will do
something, and then not following through. Life
truly is what happens to you when you are busy
making other plans.
However, to return to the proverb itself, I have
(had to) let go of how I thought things would go
and am creating space for God to work and
things to become what they will be. This is
something very difficult for me. Maybe for you
too?
I mean, I certainly have had visits and
conversations with many of you throughout this
summer. I have learned a lot about this church
and many of you individually. I began a
confirmation class in August when I didn’t realize
until a few weeks earlier we had the youth for
such a thing to happen! These are all ways I am
getting connected to the community now. But with
my time away this fall looming I had created this
idea of what I had to do, but that isn’t the way
things worked out. This summer there was never
any moment when I felt like I wasn’t doing what I
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needed to do for the church, it just never seemed
to match what I’d planned.
So the quest continues! I am so grateful for the
meetings that happened entirely organically this
summer and I will still be reaching out to ask about
a visits because I want to continue to get to know
everyone. But it’s not going to be the checklist and
deadline procedure I wrote about a few months
ago. It will be more natural and I think that’s a good
thing. I find when I try to over plan I often don’t
leave room for God to tell me I’m supposed to be
moving in a different direction. Quiet and prayerful
listening can really clarify a long list of seemingly
competing plans.
So again, I am sorry for not following through this
summer. I wrote this message to make sure no one
who remembered what I wrote thought they were
forgotten. It’s been a hectic year, and I know from
my conversations with many of you that wasn’t only
for me. I continue to cherish our conversations and
look forward to many more, whatever forms those
might take. Thank you for your openness and your
patience. Thank you for the care you extended to
my family during some difficult times. Thank you for
being the church. I’ll talk to you soon.
God’s grace and peace be with you all,

October 6 at 11:30
Congregational meeting to vote
on the use of the “Rainy Day”
fund.
Please plan on attending.

Thank you to all our worship
leaders, greeters and ushers
you are an essential part of
your worship!

Pastor Shaun

Pastor Shaun’s Email:
pastor@evansvilleucc.org

Page 3

IN OUR PRAYERS
 Kent Libby
 Jolene Schnabel
 Bob Schumacher
 Terri Weaver’s nephew- Jerry
 Pastor Shaun as he begins chaplain training for the Navy.
 Bonnie Luchsinger

We collected hats and waterproof mittens /gloves in September for AWARE.
In October we will be collecting shampoo and conditioner for the Evansville Care Closet.
AWARE sent their thanks for participating in the school supply drive which helped 107 children
off to a good start in school this fall.

Thank you to everyone
who volunteered for Meals
on Wheels in October.

Neighbors in Need
We will be taking the Neighbors in Need
offering on October 6th.
What is the money used for?
Two-thirds of your donation goes to support
advocacy programming and grants.
One-third goes to directly support CAIM
(Council for American Indian Ministry)

Read how NIN is transforming lives at
https://www.ucc.org/nin_stories
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October Birthdays
Women’s Fellowship

October 3
Aaron Skinner

October 9
At 1:30 in fellowship hall.

October 5

Co-hostesses: Norma Bjugstad & Margaret
Brigham

Dominic Winger

Devotions: Chris Felton

Barb Hermanson

Hope to see you there!

October 19

October 17

Jer`novia Hermanson
George Kretsinger
October 27
Scott Beck

October Anniversaries
Randy & Barb Hermanson

1st

Larry & Bonnie Luchsinger

2nd

Oscar & Norma Bjugstad

20

Zion Lutheran Church Dinner

th

October 17
4:00 - 7:00
At Center Town Hall
9119 Country Trunk A
$10.00 for Adults
$5.00 for Children 5-12
Baked ham, potatoes, vegetables,
rolls, home made dessert and
beverage.
Carry outs available

On October 27 during worship we will marking All
Saints Sunday. During worship we will remember
those people in our lives we lost in the last year. If
you have a name you would like included in our worship,
please let Denise know .

For advance tickets call:
Dave brown at 608-741-1112
Or
Kathy Oberbeck at 608-436-3474
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On the following pages you will find announcements from the El Salvador program. One is a fund
raising event, one is a sponsorship letter for those who have asked about sponsoring a child. The
last is an application for a scholarship for youth to offset the expense of traveling to El Salvador in
January.
If you have any questions please contact Chris Felton 608-882-6948

EL SALVADOR FUNDRAISER
Come and support our fundraising efforts!
The owner of a children's re-sale boutique in Madison
is donating a percentage of her October profits to our group.
WHO?

Marilyn Harper, Owner and Operator

WHAT?

Happily Ever After Children's Boutique

WHERE?

708 S. Whitney Way
Madison, WI

WHEN?

the month of October

WHY?

to support the All God's Children sponsorship program at Swiss Church

HOW?

THREE WAYS TO HELP:
1. Stop by the store any time during the month of October. Purchase quality
items -clothing, outerwear, accessories, toys, and more, for your kids,
grand-kids, etc.
- OR –
2. Shop via the on-line auction. See their website for details.
- OR 3. Donate larger toy items (ex: coaster wagons, large plastic kitchen units,
etc.) These will be used in the on-line auction. Drop them off at the store
and give your name. Tell the clerk your item is to be used for the All
God's Children Fundraiser at Swiss Church.
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Dear All God’s Children Sponsors,
The members of the El Salvador Mission committee want to THANK YOU for your continued
generosity in support of the students in the All God’s Children program. If you are a new sponsor,
WELCOME, and thank you for joining us in support of the children.
This program, which has been in existence for 15 years, is currently supporting 100 students.
During the course of the program, over 25 students have graduated with technical or college degrees
and have found employment in their fields. Others have finished high school and are supporting their
families, including some who help support their parents and/or siblings.
Our on-going partners, working with us from El Salvador, are Lidia Castro and Oscar Rodriguez
Flores. Lidia and Oscar keep records, find new students, get students the things they need to attend
school, and report about the status of returning students. They also send us letters from the students
once or twice annually, although not every student will write a letter.
These students and their families often face unsure circumstances. While poverty may seem the
most difficult of these factors, droughts, fires, volcanic eruptions, floods, mud slides, and tropical
illnesses can occur yearly. Crops are wiped out and homes are destroyed. In some areas, drug
activity and violence have increased. At times we have seen children leave the program due to these
uncertainties, then be replaced with others in need. We will automatically replace new children in
place of previous students. If you would prefer not to continue your sponsorship for any reason,
please let us know by calling, texting or emailing Christine Keleny at 608 220-1885,
kelenycraven@gmail.com or Chris Felton, 608 882-6948, felton.christine1@gmail.com.
Again this year the sponsorship amount is $160 per child. $120 of this is used to cover school
expenses like books, supplies, uniforms, and shoes, with the remaining $40 per child going to Oscar
and Lidia for their expenses. We are not able to process “extra” money to individual children, so
please limit your support check to $160 per child. However, Oscar and Lidia have requested that any
extra donated funds be used for school programs, and books, supplies, and transportation costs for
some of the older children. Older students may have to travel far to their schools, or stay in cities
away from their communities. If you want to contribute to this additional fund, please make out a
separate check to Swiss United Church of Christ (SUCC) and label it “additional funds.”
Also, we are not providing packets of supplies for students as we did in the past. Instead, we are
asking that sponsors send a letter, written to your child(ren) and a photo(s). Letters may be written in
English and/or Spanish (translate.google.com works fairly well to translate your letter into Spanish).
This sponsorship request letter will allow us to receive your support in a timely manner. Getting
finances organized and records updated takes time. We want to make sure the students have what
they need before the school year starts, which is in January for the children in El Salvador.
All checks, letters and photos need to be at the church office by Monday, September 30, 2019.
Swiss United Church of Christ (SUCC) – 18 5th Ave. New Glarus, WI 53574
Checks should be written to: SUCC
Mark the envelope: Attn: Marlis
Please include any contact information that has changed – address/email/phone number.
These donations are tax deductible.
Thank you for your continued, or new, support!
Chris Felton and Christine Keleny-Craven,
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