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After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.”
- Luke 10:1-3
Greetings Members and Friends of
Congregational UCC,
I pray this message finds you well.
This month I need to use this space for a little
housekeeping. I have mentioned in previous
messages that I would be attending Chaplain
School this fall. While I wanted everyone to be
aware this was coming, I also wanted to do right
by procedure and make sure that our council and
impacted committees got the information first and
were feeling prepared and comfortable before I
shared all the details with the congregation. After
a July where committees didn’t meet, this month
everything was finalized and I’m finally able to
share the specifics with all of you.
I will be attending school beginning October 20th
and finishing up on December 15th. In that time I
will be taking three different courses back-to-back
-to-back. In the classroom I will be learning all of
the principles and procedures required to be a
chaplain in this very specialized setting.
Additionally, I will be participating in an outdoor
exercise where I will be camping and hiking along
with other Sailors and/or Marines while also
providing prayer, worship, and counseling
opportunities in that setting. I have been greatly
looking forward to this throughout this whole, long
process. This is a training a seminary cannot
offer. As well as giving me the tools I need to
finally begin this important work, I know that these
eight weeks will greatly improve the quality in all
aspects of my ministry.

I have spent the last couple of months making
sure everything is lined up for this church to be
well cared for while I am away. We have settled
on using pulpit supply for Sundays rather than
getting a more involved part-time fill in for the
church. Rev. Larry Balleine will be taking most of
the Sundays (you can see him on Sunday,
September 1st when he fills in for my vacation)
with Rev. Dick Runge taking other weeks and our
own Sonja Heiser filling in as well. Our secretary
Denise has been in contact with everyone
involved and is all set to be working with them to
prepare the outlines and bulletins. Pastor Bill
Wineke has agreed to be our emergency pastoral
care contact while I’m away and we have local
clergy ready to step up should he need back up
for any reason. I have been keeping Diaconate in
the loop through every step of these preparations,
asking questions while I got all of this figured out.
“Why now?” would be a fair question. After all, I
did just do my two weeks in March of this year
and I only celebrated my first anniversary as your
pastor on August 20th. So, why now? Well, there
are several reasons but, most importantly, as it
currently stands I am not able to do the work I
signed up to do. Until I have completed these
courses I cannot get an assignment. Once I have
an actual chaplain assignment I will have a more
stable drilling schedule (currently I need to
reschedule every Sunday drill). But, more than
that, I’ll finally be able to serve in ways which
impact the lives of the Sailors and Marines who
need a moment of connection to peace and good
news in a world where such things can be
desperately lacking.
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The scripture I chose for this month is Jesus
sending people out to collect the harvest, lamenting
how few workers there are. Such is the case with
the shortage of chaplains in all branches of the
services. Every week in worship I say something
about how this church ministers beyond our own
members and beyond even our own Evansville
community. This is one of the ways we do that. By
being my church, by supporting me, by holding me
and this important work in your prayers, you are
ministering far beyond the town of Evansville. I
cannot do this work without you. Indeed, I literally
cannot continue in this role in the Navy unless I
have a church willing to support me in all the ways
you are. I hope you know how true this is, my
ministry in this setting is Evansville
Congregational’s ministry, it is your ministry, and I
thank you. Thank you for your support of my call
and thank you for all the ways your ministry
reaches so far beyond what you can imagine.
I close by asking that you please let me know
if you have any questions and please hold me in
prayer while I am away as I will be holding all of
you.

IN OUR PRAYERS
 Don Fago
 Oscar & Norma Bjugstad on the loss of
their sister in law Judith Bjugstad.
 Kent and Mary Libby

Women’s Fellowship
September 11
At 1:30
In the fellowship hall
Co-Hostesses: Ardis Zwicky &
Emmy Hurtley
Devotions: Judy Lopez
Everyone is welcome!

God’s grace and peace be with you all,

Pastor Shaun

Coffee hour resumes September 9
when we change back to 10:30
worship service.
Sign up sheet is in the sanctuary.

Pastor Shaun’s Email:
pastor@evansvilleucc.org

We are asking everyone who brings
treats for Coffee Hour to
clean up afterwards,
including cleaning the
coffee pots and washing
the dishes.
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We will collect hats and waterproof mittens for
AWARE in September.
We collected school supplies in August for AWARE!
We need volunteer drivers for Meals on
Wheels in October. Sign up sheet is in the
back of the sanctuary.

Thank you to Don Fago
for beautiful flowers that
decorated our church
this summer.

Our church served cake at the Evansville
Manor birthday party on July 17.
Judy Lopez was chair or this event and the
following people helped her: Elvina Patterson,
Chris Felton and Pastor Shaun.
Thank you to all of them.

Sunday School begins September 8th!
Back to school is coming up quickly and that means it is almost time for
Sunday School to begin! Please be ready for our first day of class on
Sunday, September 8th. As in the past, the kids will be in the sanctuary
through Time for the Young at Heart and then they will be sent back to
the Sunday School room for our lesson and activities. Heidi Elmer-Beck
will be teaching the majority of the classes this year with Beth
Ammerman teaching one Sunday per month. Thank you all for your
continued support of our program! If you have any questions, please feel
free to reach out to Heidi (heidie896@yahoo.com).

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
On September 8th
Coffee Hour at 9:30
Worship to 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School resumes
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Camp Scholarship Campers

From Heidi and Lainey

I want to thank the church for my camp scholarship. I went
to Senior High Adventure Camp in July. We went sailing
and rock climbing. We tried archery and we swam in Green
Lake. My favorite part of camp was kayaking to get ice
cream I am very thankful for my church giving me this
opportunity.
Makenna Eckhoff-Ringhand

Page 5

September 6
Halle Hermanson

September 19
Tim Mani

Birthdays

September 8
Brad Knapp

September 21
Gary (Zeke)
Deininger

September 9
Chinna Hermanson
September 11
Ciara Joy Strommen
September 12
John Sornson

September 22
Tawnee Christians
September 15
Susan Kruser

September 25
Kent Libby

September 16
Judy Lopez

September 27
Shawn Christians

Anniversaries
3rd

Norm & Marcy Patterson

September

Brad & Tammy Knapp

September 24th

Eddy & Cassandra Strommen

September 21 st

Glenn & Susan Kruser

September 27th

No need for pill bottles but ….
There is a big need for medications, especially Insulins
HealthNet of Rock County Inc. serves the ever-increasing need for primary health
care to the uninsured and low-income residents of Rock County, Wisconsin. Medical
and dental services are provided. For more online information about the clinics, here
is a link to the HealthNet website.https://www.healthnet-rock.org/
Elvina and Judy delivered a large garbage bag full of empty pill bottles to the
HealthNet clinic in early August. We learned that they have an over-supply of bottles,
more than they will ever need or use. Thanks to all who provided them. Now, you can
STOP saving them.
But the need for prescription medications is significant. Medication that you are no
longer taking because of a drug change, insurance change, dose change etc. may be
sitting in your cupboard. That medication can be relabeled and used by those in need.
The greatest need at this time is for any insulins.
Medications will be accepted up to one year after the expiration date on the bottle.
There is a pharmacist on staff happy to discuss any concerns or questions you may
have about this process; call the HealthNet clinic (608) 756-4638.
Submitted by Elvina Patterson and Judy Lopez

