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“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
-1 Corinthians 1:4-7

Greetings Members and Friends of Evansville
Congregational UCC,
I pray this message finds you well.
In this season of thankfulness, I was thinking
about some conversations I’ve had with my
Spiritual Director. While Spiritual Directors are not
at all exclusively for clergy, they often operate in a
role of a “pastor’s pastor” to help those of us
engaged in helping others’ spiritual journeys
make sure we do not get disconnected from our
own. The strange thing is people who feel called
to serve the church don’t really get to attend
church. I mean, it is very different to plan and lead
worship than it is to be in the pews. Something he
reminded in one meeting is to let go of my need
to manage and control things.
That is one of those religious platitudes (and
Disney songs) that everyone knows and can
quote, but is much more difficult to live. Because
as much as I “know” to let go, to turn things over
to God, I still need to keep hearing it. Reminding
us of what we already know and possess deep in
our souls is what church is about. Unfortunately, I
recognize church is the one thing in the week
people can feel allowed to miss. We cannot miss
work or school or practice or meetings
or...anything else. But church? Missing church
can be an hour of “found time.” Somewhere
people can actually say, “not this week.”
The thing is, like so many habits that are good for
us, it can be incredibly easy to stop attending
church altogether and forget what the big deal
was in the first place. But distancing oneself from
church, in all its forms and opportunities, is not

just “found time.” Something that was there,
helping us to remain connected to something
bigger and grounded in meaning is no longer
there. What does that do? Do we recognize all
the ways having a church community helps us be
who we are?
So today I want to tell you how thankful I am for
church. Certainly for this church but also for
church generally. It can be so easy to get lost in
the struggles of community. It can be easy to lose
heart when we see the harm church can inflict. It
is true that churches are not perfect because they
are filled with messy, fallible, wounded human
beings trying to figure things out. However, I want
to call to attention all that I receive from being a
part of this church. I hope you will hear some of
the gifts you receive from having a faith
community among my list as well.
I am thankful for a time to gather with people who
encourage me and challenge me. In this world of
more and more pronounced “echo chambers,” I
am grateful to be in loving community with people
who see the world differently. I am thankful to
have a place for celebrations. I am thankful to
have a place to go in times of profound loss. I am
thankful to have an outlet for my creativity and
gifts that serves people other than myself. I am
thankful to have a family beyond my family. I am
thankful for the regular reminder that I am not the
center of the universe and there is a bigger story
being told. I am thankful to be reminded that
things that look like endings are actually new
beginnings. I am thankful for word. I am thankful
for music. I am thankful for deep breaths. I am
thankful for silences. I am thankful for the ways
intentional word, song, breath, and silence
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connect me with God. I am thankful for all the joys
of being in community. I am thankful even for the
struggles of being in community. All of these
experiences help me to learn and grow together
with others. I am thankful for the opportunity to live
my call to serve as part of the Body of Christ in the
world. Especially now, I am thankful for your
support as I bring your ministry to the people of our
armed services. I am thankful for each and every
one of you.
Nothing I listed is unique to my role as pastor. In
fact, some are far more clear and meaningful as a
church member. Do you see your connection to
church on this list? What would you add? What are
you thankful for this year?
Happy Holidays to everyone. I’m very much looking
forward to being home soon. I’m sorry I got the
song “Let It Go” stuck in your head.

Interested in being part of the Christmas
Eve prelude?
Here’s What You Do!! If you want to
contribute a piece of music or poetry to our
pre-worship time on
Christmas Eve, please
get us the details by
December 13th. This
year the Prelude start
time will be determined
by how many people are
interested in contributing.
As a result, we need the
details to be able to map
out the time and advertise when it begins.
Thank you for all the talents you contribute
to this church and get us your plans ASAP!

God’s grace and peace be with you all,

Pastor Shaun
Pastor Shaun’s Email:
pastor@evansvilleucc.org
Budget Meeting
December 8 immediately
after worship.

Surveys have gone out by email and mail.
Please take the time to complete the survey
completely and return by December 5. There
will be a box in the back of the sanctuary for
you to place your survey. All surveys are
confidential and anonymous.
Results will be discussed at the December 8
budget meeting.

The Nominating
committee has several
openings on
committees. If you feel
like you might be
called to serve in one
of these roles, please
call Emmy Hurtley 882-5496 or
Margaret Brigham 882-5023 or
Mary Pitas 822-6879.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
 Kent Libby
 Kendall Schneider
 Pastor Shaun

Join us for an evening of word, worship,
and carols on Tuesday, December 24th at
8:00 p.m. as we celebrate the birth of Christ!

Christmas Eve

We met our goal of 130 Jell-O and
canned fruit in November for the Care
Closet Thanksgiving Baskets!
Thank You!

AWARE Ornaments are due back December 2nd .
Please return them unwrapped with the ornament
attached .There is an envelope to put gift cards.

We are focusing on AWARE Ornaments
in December.

December 8th during worship Chris Felton will update
the congregation on El Salvador and how the bad
weather has effected the families we sponsor.
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December 1
Tami Vroman

December 24
William Blain

March 10

December 4
Christine Maxwell

December 25
Becky Patterson

December 8
Jolene Schnabel

December 27
Asher Schumacher

December 9
Christian Havron
Angela Wyse

December 28
Sue Hawrylo

December 20
Jared Christians

December 31
Mary Purintun
Randy Hermanson

December Birthdays
December 21
Arnold Willis

Happy Birthday!

Thank you to those who brought treats for Coffee Hour in
November: Kendall & Debbie Schneider, Sue Deininger &
Bonnie Luchsinger.
We will be updating our
directory. Please let Denise
know if you have changes to
your contact information.

ECUMENICAL CHRISTMAS
CHOIR CONCERT
December 8 at 6:00
At St. John’s Lutheran
Church

5

EVANSVILLE, WI 53536
112 WEST CHURCH STREET
CONGREGATIONAL UCC

Like us on Facebook
Church Email:
Secretary@evansvilleucc.org
Church Phone:
608-882-5475
Church Website:
Evansvilleucc.org

