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Aristotle once said that “All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth.” Higher education is one of the core pillars of society. Education helps to shape the future leaders of the world. The job of an educator is to provide students with the information and resources that they need to succeed, not only in school but in their careers and life overall. The purpose of higher education is to further provide students with the resources they need to do well. Higher education is like a successful trickle-down economics system; those who choose to pursue higher education end up teaching younger generations and other people who decided not to continue their educational journey past high school. Society is very much reliant on higher education, especially in the United States of America.
Already, most jobs require proof of at least some secondary or high school education; however, most jobs in those categories are to help the general public to gain experience before entering a higher field of work. Take the US Army, for example, a soldier who comes from enlistment can only become a non-commissioned officer (NCO) without a college degree. Additionally, for the soldier to become an NCO, they also must have spent at least a two-year minimum serving in the Army before they can even become a junior NCO. The process is long for enlisted soldiers to become NCOs, as someone’s entire career can be devoted to reaching any of the senior NCO ranks. On the other hand, an individual with a degree will only need to complete a 14-week training course to become a commissioned officer. The benefits are clear for those who choose to continue schooling past high school.
Not only is society reliant on people with college degrees, but pursuing a trade or a vocational path is also an important part of the success of modern societies. Imagine a world without dental hygienists or electricians. The vocational paths that people take to become certified in their fields take time, and without people to go into these careers, the world would be in disarray. What would the world be like without a paralegal researching information for a lawyer, or an HVAC technician to install heating and air conditioning units into houses? Even police officers in the United States aren’t required to obtain college degrees. These vocational paths are what create structure and balance within our society.
	Higher education is what keeps society moving forward. Progress is based on the ability to obtain and to pass on knowledge to future generations. There would have been no way for mankind to ever reach the moon without men and women with higher educations to have made those important calculations. Without higher education, there would be less opportunity for progress in the future. As Kofi Annan once said, “Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the premise of progress, in every society, in every family.” 
