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Awards and Recognitions

During his artistic career, he received many awards, decorations and
certificates of appreciation, including the Janadriyah Medal for Lead-
ership, which was honored by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, during his reign as crown prince, May
God have mercy on him. Lotfi received the leadership award from the
International Leadership Award in Switzerland, and awards from the
Cairo International Television Festival and the Cultural Medal of Hon-
or from Tunisian President Zine El Abidine. Also, he was chosen by
the Society of Culture and Arts in Jeddah to represent the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia at the Children’s Film Festival in India. He was the Am-
bassador of Culture for his country. Lotfi died on 19 September 2001.
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Triangle of Fine Art

Mahmoud Sabbagh in his blog wrote that Talal Maddah, along with his
two companions, Lutfi Zinni and Hassan Dardir, who are the artistic
trio, presented the most extensive, richest and varied experiences of the
art scene, which are identical to the spirit and mission of the art. Mo-
hammed Sadiq Diab asserts that he sculpted immortal works from his
humble apartment related to Talal such as “Wardak Ya Zaree Al Ward”
and “Bashwish atebani”. The artistic trio fills Al Madinah city with joy,
singing, acting and monologue.

At Menzou’s headquarters in Alawad’s former market, musician Omar
Kaddars, with his stark (stylized) ebony features with his Oud, is wait-
ing to return to play his young student, Mohammed Abdo in an im-
mortal melody that shapes the musical culture of the young boy: “Ya
SariaKaberini”

At Alkandara Lane, the three Hijazi singers were the most famous and
highest: Fawzi Mahsen, the poets Saleh Jalal, the son of Al Bahr lane,
and Thuraya Qabil, the daughter of Al Sham lane. They collaborated to-
gether to bring out a wonderful and marvelous works such as. “Motada
w Aber Sabil”, “Sobhano Wekadro Aliak”, “Men Bad Mazeh W Leab
.. Mahsoun fill the sky of AL Madinah city of tunes which singing dai-

ly with a clear throat ringing.

|22



He was the first who filmed some of the video clips of songs of the artist Talal
Maddah, whose recordings are still on TV stations and YouTube and Lotfi al-

ways appeared with Talal in them.

21|



Wide Artistic Relations

He maintained honest relations with the top Arab artists and met Mo-
hamed Abdel Wahab, Umm Kulthum, Farid Al Atrash, Sabah, Adel
Imam, Mahmoud El Meligy, Roushdy Abaza, Nadia El Gendy, Mah-

moud Yassin, Nour El Sherif, Montaser Belallah and others.

Musician Ghazi Ali

Artist Ghazi Ali says: “We were looking for a new of “Riad Fon” and
we were rushing to buy the CDs that Lotfi brought, God’s mercy. We
used to recommend him to bring such and such a CD, and he was never
late to meet his customers’ requests. In addition, he began to produce
CDs for Saudi and Arab artists in cooperation with European and Arab

companies, and thanks to God and his sincerity, he succeeded well.

|20



Discovering Abadi Al-Jawhar

In the mid-60s, Lotfi Zinni met the artist Abadi Al-Jawhar to give him
the lyrics of his wonderful song “Ya Ghazal”, which suited with Omar
Ubadi and his youth. Then he gave him the lyrics of “Ya Halaoua”, and
the song “Yaagazal” is the most famous in the history of the Abadi Al-

Jawhar:

Ya Ghazal fino .. AI'l safer Ya Ghazal
Ya Ghazal Tmni We Khaberni Akhabaroh Ah
Kalbi We Aiony Wa Afkary Shakalony Aliah
Ma Wasel Menoh Salam ya Ghazal, wallahi Haraam.

Since the day, the song was recorded in Beirut accompanied by Lotfi
Zinni in the period near the end of the CDs and the beginning of Cas-
sette tape in 1969, Talal Meddah asked Abadi to travel alone to record
it, but Abadi refused and insisted on Talal and Latfi’s presence, but Talal
was able to convince him to travel alone. When Abadi was in the studio,
he was surprised by the presence of Madah who followed him with fear

and love, and the admiration increased between them.
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Discovering Ibtisam Lutfi

Lotfi Zinni and Teral Madah discovered the voice of the artist Khairia
Qorban Abdul Hadi. The first lyrics of a song she sang (Fat El Awan)
composed by Talal Maddah were given to her by Lotfi Zinni. Then,
Talal Maddah named her Ibtisam Lutfi following the name of his friend
Lotfi Zinni. This is confirmed by Engineer Mohamed Sindi, the son of
Lotfi Zinni’s eldest daughter.

Ibtisam Lutfi - Fat El Awan

Fat El Awan Ya Habibi
Maktoob Ma Enta Naseby
Wa AlGarh Ma ad Yeteb
Men Yom Fat Alawan
Maktoob Li fi Ketaboh
Kalby Yekasy Azaboh
Mat El Haoa fi Shababo
Men Yom Fat Alawan
Fi Fagr Yom Algram
Sarat Hayaty Zalam
Wia Yefed Alkalam
Men Yom Fat Alawan

118



A series with Mohammed Abdo and another with Talal Med-
dah

He wrote the story, script and dialogue for the series “Songs in the Sea
of Amani” in 1969, starring the artist Mohammed Abdo, and in 1970 the
series “Al-Asil” starring Talal Maddah, and produced the play «Beau-
tiful explosion», and wrote the lyrics of many songs for Talal Maddah,
including “Ma Dam Maayah Alkamar”, “I hear my life”, “I love you if
you present”, “Baad Ah Tersel Ketab”, “Ana Galtan Mota’sf”, “ Ya qa-
mar Taslam ainek”, «Ainy Aliena» and appeared with Talal in the video

song over 50 years ago.

He wrote «Nour Alsabah», «Ahat», and «Shoah Alsabah» for Fawzi
Mahsen, and he discovered Abadi Al-Jawhar and presented him to the
art scene with a song «Ya Ghazal», then “Ya Halawa” and “Ma Kolt
Lak.” He also added lyrics to a musical (Yasaria Khubraini) composed

by Omar Kadars.
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Successful experiences with Egyptian drama

He has been involved in more than 15 works ranging from television
dramas to movies and plays, including “The Trial,” “A Visitor from

EEINA3

Space,” “she is Crazy Crazy,” and “People for each other.”

He also wrote and appeared in the series of «Tuhfa and mashkas in
Kafr El-Blass» co-starring artist Mahamoud El-Meligy and artist Afaf
Shoaib, that was filmed in Cairo between 1971 and 1972 and directed
by Noor Aldmrdash.

Then he presented several series such as «in the surprises Hotel », «
wonders construction in Tunisia», «meeting strangers», «I am your

brother Aminy, «clinic», «Sketch», «Madman », « born again», « the

way of gold».
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Movie actor

He traveled to Lebanon and participated in two Egyptian films (meeting
with strangers considering it as his rebirth). He then founded Riad Fon
Records.

At the beginning of the 1970s, he thought of establishing a theater or
studio in Saudi Arabia, but he was unable to do so because of the cir-
cumstances that prevented women from participating in the works of
art. He considered women as the half of society and a fundamental part
of it that the theater without women will be incomplete and sterile. His
famous statement at that time: “The wheel will spin forward and women

will become the common denominators of everything in Saudi Arabia.”

Executive producer
Amid the activities of studio, Zinni acted as the executive producer of

several French, Italian, German channels and American film production

companies that film in Tunisia.
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Transition to Tunisia

His love for art since childhood, led him to set up Zine Film studios
in West Germany to achieve his dreams of artistic production. After a
short time, he moved his business to settle in Tunisia, and married Mrs.
Amar Belkadi, who was a media worker at Tunisian radio. She bore him
three children and he wrote many songs for her, including: “Ya qamar
Taslam ainek™, “Yaakmar Tunisia Hananak™, “Mali and Mal Alnogoom
Ma Dam Maayah Alkamar”, “Alyoum momken Nekool” and “ And
“Ebtadat Tehla Alhayah” and others.

Zeni Studio

He established the Zeni Film Studio for Cultural and Artistic Production
in Tunisia as the issuance of the permit was delayed in Cairo. Before the
inauguration, during the so-called Egyptian Comedy Festival, he per-
formed 30 comic plays on the theaters of Tunisia with representatives
and stars of comedy in Egypt.

The studio inaugurated in 1981G and introduced into the Arab world.
Zinni’s film production of drama continues to be shown in several Arab
stations to this day. They are Egyptian, Tunisian and Arab works, some
of them mutual production with some production companies such as

ART and other Tunisian companies.

| 14



The Bolbol Nest Corporation

Predestination led him to setup a small store that sold Music from Syria,
Egypt and Lebanon, but customers trusted him because of his loyalty,
relationships and brotherly way of dealing. Both buyers and suppliers,
prompted for the development of the small store, that then clad to be
one of the most important CD production institutions in the Kingdom.
Initially, he called it as « Bolbol Nest » of the technical Music CDs,
which was founded by Zinni accompanied by Talal Maddah, while they
were on a technical trip to Beirut to record several CDs, where he met
with one of the Lebanese technical producers and agreed to establish it
in partnership with Talal Maddah.

The company then expanded to be called Riad Fon. Zinni did not cal-
culate that he would become one of most famous producer of musical
art in the Kingdom, while competing with other CDs producer who is
Abdullah Habib, the owner of East distributions.
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Radio First

His first participation was on the radio, where he participated in the
children’s programs by acting and writing songs. After that, he was in-
cluded in the radio until he became a representative. His motivation
was his passion for listening to radio stations, reading art magazines
and following what was published about art in the daily newspapers in
the 1950s. In the 1960s, he became a television star through acting and

screenplay.
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Sheikh of the Dalalien

Abdullatif Zini is the son of the Dalalien Sheikh of the real estate com-
munity in Jeddah (Uncle Aqeel Zinni). When the father died, Dalalu
persons nominated him to succeed his father as a sheikh of the Dalalans
and he accepted it. He established the «Zinni Real Estatey», which coin-
cided with the beginning of the boom in real estate in the Kingdom and
Allah rewarded him because of his inherent commercial intelligence to
become one of the most famous owners of real estate in the Kingdom.

He did not delay any debt owed to him by the sincerity of his soul that
dealt with the real estate traders. Nor, did he fear any delay of a debtor
in the payment of his debt and he was relaxed and supportive. The testi-
mony is from one of the traders that he would communicate with them

humanely before it were a commercial connection.
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Staff in Postal Administration

At the age of eighteen, he worked for the Postal Department. His old
friends confirmed that he was employed for a period of time as a tele-
graph clerk. Then, he set up a workshop to repair air conditioners and
electric washing machines. At that time, the profession of maintenance
of these devices was a modern aristocratic profession focused on the
provision of services for the wealthiest people who owned these devic-
es... One of his friends reported that Lotfi learned to repair air condi-
tioners and washing machines from well-trained professionals ... “And
Allah does not disregard the diligent work of any hard worker”. He
mastered proficiency in that and he earned individuals due to his noble

morality.

At the age of 20, he married Mrs. Maryam Al-Saqqaf, may God have
mercy on her. Then in 1969, he married Mrs. Amar Belgadi, with whom
he had a son, Mohammed. Finally, in 1990, he married Basma Al-
Horghi, who gave birth to his last nine children (6 girls and 3 sons).

| 10



His real name is Abdullatif Aqil Zinni, born in one of popular lanes of
Mecca in 1939, as we mentioned earlier, where he received his educa-
tion. He entered the artistic life through Al-Madinah Al Munawwarah
newspaper where he worked as an artistic editor. He conducted a di-
alogue with the artist Talal Maddah in 1962, who was taking his first
step in the world of singing and art, after that dialogue, he accompanied
Maddah the rest of his life, wrote many of his songs, he then encour-
aged and supported the artist Fawzi Mahsen, and discovered the great
artist Ebadi Essence.
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Introduction to the world of Lotfi

A yearning to create an existential value to his life, which always craves
for the stars. The moving spirit led the boy Abdullatif bin Aqeel Zinni
to find an outbreak from the earliest days of his childhood to the doors
of artistic, media and commercial life. Born in 1939, he grew up in one
of popular alleys of Makkah where the dark mountains, hot weather and
the flame of the sun, motivated him to have creative energy in work and

dealing.

Comprehensive artist... Really

Lotfi Zinni, better known as Tuhfa is an actor, poet, singer, monologist,
a scenarist, and producer of Saudi art. He was the first actor to appear
on Saudi television in 1965 in Sketch entitled “The Madman”. Then
in 1974, he performed with the actor and monologist Hassan Dardir a
series of “Tuhfa and mascots in Kafr el-Balas”. He was nicknamed as a

Tuhfa (Masterpiece) many years later.
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His works, in which he cooperated with the Egyptian, Tunisian and Lebanese
artistic milieu, were rich stations aimed at experimentation and success beyond
borders, creating artistic partnerships that the masses enjoyed. His proficiency
in business leads him to be self-motivating and self-dependent person, while
at the same time his honesty in business context, governed by positive per-
sonal standards seeking to interact with the community, is according to the
ethics of honest trader. His automatic and spontaneous style, to the extreme
of spontaneity, in the representation and performance of the monologue is a
school in representative performance, a school in the love of the masses and his
performance for them in the sense of coexistence and harmony resist to fusion
boundaries. Yes, this is how Lotfi Zinni, the Saudi art icon, who was a phe-
nomenal phenomenon, wrote scenarios for many works, wrote songs and sang
monologues, directed several works for children and also succeeded as a busi-
nessman, producer and art mediator. He was cheerful, intelligent, ambitious,
diligent, precise, light-shade, clear, frank, sweet-talking, strong and confident.
He is an excellent lyricist who has written more than 70 songs for singer Ta-
lal Maddah and has also written for Fawzi Mohsen, Abadi Al-Jawhar, Ibtisam
Lutfi and others. He also wrote many monologues, some of them are critical,
some comic, that were successful, and popular among the masses and achieved
a great demand for radio and television. In this handbook, which has been pre-
pared hastily due to the lack of time, we mention few instances about a brief
biography of this creative artist. The fifth edition of the Saudi Film Festival will

be remembered a lot as it brought back this beauty.

Khaled Rabee El Sayed
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Lotfi Zainni
Saudi Art Icon

We will be on a detailed tour of the history of art in our beloved country, Saudi
Arabia, as we celebrate and honor the artist Lotfi Zinni. It is the boy who set
the artistic milieu on fire and exposed the masses to his diverse works that may
never have been seen or enjoyed by present generations. It is now an opportu-
nity to regain sight of those works that have been saved and are now available
through the electronic information network for viewing or hearing. Remember-
ing the multi-talented artist, the Saudi Film Festival, presents an icon that is the
pride of Saudi art. Simultaneously, who is an example of a serious and adven-
turous role model that youngsters ought to mull over and draw upon in many of
their qualities, particularly that aspiration that never halted experimenting and
innovating in different art forms. Perhaps the festival wants to tell the youth:
“Come and see the artist who preceded you.” He was a young man like you.
He loved his country and cherished its art. He demonstrated it in the various
available means in his time: radio, television, theater, cinema, newspapers and
magazines. It is important for us to delve into him and learn from his experienc-
es, despite the different times and changing conditions and culture. However,
few circumstances do not change, but remain steadfast with the passage of
time, and still prosper constructively. The stages where Lotfi zinni elapsed or
ceased, deserve to be lessons that restore value and conduct, and prior to being
stations or stages, they were journeys of passion, love, honesty and artistic
sober and respect. His career with Talal Maddah represents a meeting of friend-
ship, talent, courage and creativity based on admiration and adventure. His duet
with Hassan Dardir reveals how much Lotfi Zinni’s vision was meticulous in
discovering new talents, while participating and working with them to enrich
the art they love. He attracted his friend Hassan “mushkhas” from the art of
monologue to acting. He saw in him the model of the son of the Al Makkah lane
who was funny and light-shade, and Lotfi invested Hassan’s talent in the work

of what is said to be a dramatic, never-ending and artistic sweetness.

5|






. .W . ¢ S~
;Qo BN/~ 7 daseall 6 XAl ylayaa ‘-
bl T SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL ’

ithra | 21-26 March2019 DN

Saudi Art Icon (Lotfi Zainni)
Biography Book of 5th Saudi Film Fastival
First Edition 1440 /2019

Khaled Rabee El Sayed

ISBN:978-6039-11-555-7
Saudi Film Festival - Saudi Arabian Society for Culture & Arts - Alatheer District,
opposite to Dammam TV- B.0.Box:2774 Dammam 31461- phone: 00966-13-8416537

9" 786039 11555?






Saudi Art Icon
Lotfi Zinni

An Eternal Artist for generations
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