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CONNOR & SEAL 
a Harlem story in 47 poems 

“Jee Leong Koh’s poems dance like drops of oil in a hot skillet. 
Formally playful yet rooted in the high moral stakes of race and sex, 
Connor & Seal is a timely reminder that history is made with bodies 
as much as it’s made on them.”

—DALE PECK, author of Night Soil and What Burns

“Connor & Seal is an oddly erotic book that imagines a dim future in 
which violence is the expectation. And yet, it is still a future where 
two men—despite every obstacle—still can fall in love. Jee Leong 
Koh finds new and fruitful use for the quatrain in this brilliant and 
brilliantly grounded volume.” 

—JERICHO BROWN, author of The Tradition

PRAISE

JEE LEONG KOH is the author of Steep Tea, named a Best Book of the Year by UK’s Financial 
Times and a Finalist for the Lambda Literary Award; Payday Loans; Equal to the Earth; and Seven 
Studies for a Self Portrait. His collection of zuihitsu, The Pillow Book, was shortlisted for the Singapore 
Literature Prize. 

Jee lives in New York City. He is the founder of the literary non-profit Singapore Unbound, which 
organizes the biennial Singapore Literature Festival in New York City and the monthly Second 
Saturdays Reading Series, and publishes works of poetry, fiction, and creative non-fiction through 
Gaudy Boy.
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