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1Paper 1 Section A - Editing 

Questions 
 
Question 1 
 
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about humour and its benefits. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are 
two more lines with no errors. 
 
If there is NO error in a line, put a tick (	√	) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 
 
Examples: 
 
I arrived  to  my destination at 2pm. 
 
My mother always wears sensible clothes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
       

  

Humour is infectious. The sound of roaring laughter is far more contagious than 

any cough, sniffle, or sneeze. When laughter is shared, it bind people together 

and increases happiness and intimate. Laughter also triggers healthy physical 

changes in the body. Humour and laughter strengthen your immune system, boost 

your energy, alleviate pain and protect you from the detriment effects of 

stress. Best in all, this priceless antidote is fun, free, and easy to use. Laughter 

is a powerful remedy to stress, pain, and conflict. Nothing works faster or more 

dependable to bring your mind and body back into balance than a good laugh. 

Humour lightens your burdens, inspires hopes, connects you for others and keeps 

you focused. With so much power to heal and renew, the able to laugh easily and 

frequently is a fabulous resource for surmounted problems, enhancing your 

relationships, and supporting both physical and emotional health. 
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2 Question 2 
 
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about Julius Caesar. The first and last lines 
are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two more 
lines with no errors. 
 
If there is NO error in a line, put a tick (	√	) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 
 
Examples: 
 
I arrived  to  my destination at 2pm. 
 
My mother always wears sensible clothes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
       

Julius Caesar joined the Roman Army in 81 BC and was the first commander to 

invade England. After served in the Roman Army, Caesar developed an interest in 

politics. He became a drove man who wanted to get to the highest position in 

politics. Subsequently, he was appointed an 'adele' and put at charge of public 

entertainment in Rome. This was a very important position as the citizens of 

Rome expected quality entertainment. It was belief by the rulers of Rome that 

the people could be kept happy and satisfied if they had accessibility to varied 

and enjoyable entertainment. Caesar took to the post in zeal. He borrowed large 

sums of money to ensure that the entertainment he provided was the best 

money could buy. He put on games and festivals for the people. To a result, he 

became very popular with the underprivileged – a considerably part of the city's 

population. In time to come, he became the dictator of Rome. 

4 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

at 

√ 



 

    PhD Education | www.phd‐education.com.sg 
 

3Paper 1 Section A - Editing 

Solutions 
 

Solution 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
Solution 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

Humour is infectious. The sound of roaring laughter is far more contagious than 

any cough, sniffle, or sneeze. When laughter is shared, it bind people together 

and increases happiness and intimate. Laughter also triggers healthy physical 

changes in the body. Humour and laughter strengthen your immune system, boost 

your energy, alleviate pain and protect you from the detriment effects of 

stress. Best in all, this priceless antidote is fun, free, and easy to use. Laughter 

is a powerful remedy to stress, pain, and conflict. Nothing works faster or more 

dependable to bring your mind and body back into balance than a good laugh. 

Humour lightens your burdens, inspires hopes, connects you for others and keeps 

you focused. With so much power to heal and renew, the able to laugh easily and 

frequently is a fabulous resource for surmounted problems, enhancing your 

relationships, and supporting both physical and emotional health. 

Julius Caesar joined the Roman Army in 81 BC and was the first commander to 

invade England. After served in the Roman Army, Caesar developed an interest in 

politics. He became a drove man who wanted to get to the highest position in 

politics. Subsequently, he was appointed an 'adele' and put at charge of public 

entertainment in Rome. This was a very important position as the citizens of 

Rome expected quality entertainment. It was belief by the rulers of Rome that 

the people could be kept happy and satisfied if they had accessibility to varied 

and enjoyable entertainment. Caesar took to the post in zeal. He borrowed large 

sums of money to ensure that the entertainment he provided was the best 

money could buy. He put on games and festivals for the people. To a result, he 

became very popular with the underprivileged – a considerably part of the city's 

population. In time to come, he became the dictator of Rome. 
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4 Paper 1 Section B – Situational Writing 

Questions 

Question 19 
 

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section. 
 

You should look at the poster on the next page, study the information carefully and plan your 
answer before beginning to write. 

 
Your school has been paying higher utility bills in the past few months due to increasing usage as 
well as higher fuel cost. The views that have been collected are presented in a poster on the 
school’s bulletin board. The Principal has asked you, the President of the Student Council, to raise 
the issue of conserving energy to the student and staff population. 
 
Write a speech addressing the student and staff population: 

 highlighting the situation clearly 
 explaining how the staff and students can help reduce water and electricity consumption 

Write your speech in clear, accurate English and in a persuasive, enthusiastic tone, to convince the 
staff and students to do more to improve the situation. 
 
You should use your own words as much as possible. 
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5  

“I	can’t	see	how	we	can	save	more	electricity.	The	
afternoons	are	so	hot.	Please	don’t	take	away	the	air‐
conditioned	venues.”	
 

Adeline Wong 
Sec Three Student 

“We	are	paying	10	to	20	percent	more.	It	is	draining	
away	the	school’s	operating	fund.	We	need	to	cut	down	
the	use	of	electricity	in	order	to	offset	the	rising	fuel	
cost.	The	meter	readings	have	also	shown	a	much	higher	
usage	as	compared	to	previous	months.”	

Mr. Samuel Rajan 
Administrative Manager 

“We	can	definitely	do	much	more.	We	can	monitor	the	use	of	
air‐conditioned	venues	like	the	Student	Centre	and	Library.	
Maybe	we	can	raise	the	temperature	of	all	air‐conditioned	
venues	by	one	or	two	degrees.	We	can	also	ask	CCA	groups	to	
help	by	banning	the	use	of	tap	water	for	water	bombs.”	
 

Shawn de Mello 
Vice President and 

Sports Captain 
 

“It	is	not	anyone’s	fault.	The	oil	prices	are	rising.	We	
should	be	paid	more	money.”	
 

Mr. Peter Hu 
School Servant 

“The	school	needs	to	do	more	to	cut	down	on	wastage.	
Fans	and	lights	were	not	switched	off	when	no	one	was	
around.	Students	must	take	more	responsibility	when	
using	school	facilities.”	

Mdm Siti Farah 
Senior Teacher 
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6 Paper 1 Section B – Situational Writing 

Sample Writings 

Situational Writing 19 
 
Good morning fellow students. 
 
The school has been faced with increasing utility bills, and this can be attributed to two main 
reasons. For one thing, fuel prices have been rising. For another, consumption within the school has 
been increasing steadily. Indeed, no one is to be blamed for the former. However, now that this 
problem has arisen, we must do what we can about it, and the best thing we can do is to zero in on 
the rising energy consumption within the school! Staff and students can both help to cut down on 
unnecessary energy consumption. As our administrative manager, Mr. Samuel Rajan, succinctly puts 
it, we should “cut down the use of electricity in order to offset the rising fuel cost.” 
 
How can we achieve this? One of our most energy-consuming appliances would be our air-
conditioners. However, as students have pointed out, we cannot do away with air-conditioning, since 
the weather is extremely hot. However, Shawn De-Mello, Vice-President and Sports Captain, has 
suggested that we can “monitor the use of air-conditioned venues”. This is an extremely good idea. 
Setting temperatures in these venues to no lower than 25 Degree Celsius would make a big 
difference to our energy consumption. Do you really want to find yourself shivering in an 
excessively cold room? Let’s keep our air-conditioned venues energy-efficient and at reasonable 
temperatures! 
 
Our senior teacher Mdm Siti Farah has also highlighted the need to “cut down on wastage”. Indeed, 
it only takes very little effort to flick off the light and fan switches when we leave the room, but if 
all of us remember to do so, we could make a sizable difference. Students and staff alike should 
remember to turn off the fans and lights in classrooms and other places when they vacate the 
rooms. It would be such a waste to spend money on electrical appliances that no one is using! 
 
The rising fuel costs cannot be helped. However, now that we are faced with them, there is no point 
complaining. It is actually not difficult to solve this problem — all it takes are minor steps that any 
staff member and student can do with ease. With a concerted effort, we can do it. 
 
Thank you all very much. 
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7Paper 1 Section C - Continuous Writing 

Sample Essays 

3. Describe the sights and sounds of a popular public park and explain why it 
attracts so many people. 

 
Essay 1 

Spread a mat on the shore of East Coast Park, lie down and look up at a garden of kites straining hard 
against their tethers toward the sea. Above you a giant octopus floats lazily in the wind, its tentacles 
wavering like dim seaweed; hundreds of smaller kites dart around it like restless fish in the sky, their 
long tails shimmering. Your face and lips are salty and all you can see is the blue of the sky and the hazy 
green of the trees and grass.  
 
Turn your gaze closer to the ground from where the kites are growing and you will see families, couples, 
and friends. Some of them are grouped on picnic mats over plastic cups of juice or wine, all talking loudly. 
Most of them have food and are eating out of plastic boxes of briyani and chicken wings. Grown men lie 
down with their legs propped up, unfurling the kites from strings in their hands, and all with their faces 
lit like lamps. From the angle of the boy or man in the grass all kites look the same, and these remind 
them of the own paper kites they had made as children, flimsy creations of twig and paper that rose like 
magical birds into the air. Ask any of them, and they will tell you about how they mixed flour and water 
for glue paste, and how they would coat the strings with crushed glass and set the kites on one another 
like roosters in a cockerel fight. The losers’ kite strings would be cut, and the kites left to float away 
helplessly like seeds blown from a dandelion. 
 
The mood is reminiscent of the kampung in East Coast Park. People sit and talk and children run and play; 
squint your eyes and see the high houses built on stilts to shield against the monsoon season, the 
kerosene lamps burning at the doors, or the mosquito nets flapping in the breeze. By a park pavilion a big 
banyan tree catches a kite and refuses to relinquish it despite the shouts and efforts of the gathered 
children. In the distance the children at the playground swarm like ants over a tree trunk, shouting, 
while couples wander slowly along the rocky breakwater. The cyclists whirl by, their bicycles spinning 
silently, endlessly, and people move slowly in and out of the tents they have put up under the trees. As 
night falls and the sizzle of the barbeque rises in the air, as the lights of the ships begin to glow and as 
the families reluctantly pack their coolers and start back towards their cars and their daily lives, the 
few kites that remain continue to fly, content with their task of watching over their owners.   
 
459 words  
 
Vocabulary 
 
tethers  tether: a rope, chain, or the like, by which an animal is fastened to a fixed 

object so as to limit its range of movement 
 
reminiscent awakening memories of something similar  
 
relinquish to give up  
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8 3. Describe the sights and sounds of a popular public park and explain why it 
attracts so many people. 

 
Essay 2 

Pasir Ris town has seen many new attractions, such as Downtown East Mall with its brilliantly 
lighted facade. However, its oldest attraction, Pasir Ris Park, remains one of the most popular 
hangout locations for Singaporeans. 
  
The park is at its busiest when school holidays come around. As one approaches one of many of the 
park entrances, the first thing one notices is the enticing aroma of lighted barbeque pits. The many 
barbeque pits and chalets lining the beachfront are the key reasons behind the park’s popularity 
amongst young and old alike. It is not uncommon for wafts of barbequed meat to reach the nearby 
housing estates, carried upon the strong winds that blow in from the sea.  
 
The strong winds also attract nearby residents seeking a respite from the day’s heat. Retired 
couples can often be seen strolling in the park, sharing their path with dog-walkers, joggers and 
cyclists. Occasionally, when one is able to find a suitable patch of grass, kites of every shape, size 
and even some that resemble UFOs with their lighted displays, take to the sky. Kite-flying has 
become such a rage these days, that families are often seen piling out of vans and unfurling large, 
expensive-looking kites even on weekday nights! 
 
Following the paths of the park to its western end, one will eventually chance upon the large 
playground which is a huge draw for families with young children. The playground is made up of 
several little hills adorned with large slides, cableways, nets and rope structures, which are 
swarmed with children and teenagers once weekend comes around.  
 
For those seeking a quieter form of relaxation, the large granite breakers that jut out into the sea 
are popular spots for fishing. While it is debatable if there are any edible fishes to be caught in 
the waters, it has not stopped retirees from parking their camping tents, portable chairs and 
fishing rods along the breakers for an hour or two of quiet repose. Other experts at relaxation 
have also discovered the park, and there are a few coconut trees that seem to have been 
permanently bent under the weight of a hammock. 
 
The park is also home to large monitor lizards, iridescent kingfishers and the seasonal migratory 
birds. Occasionally, small groups of uniformed children can be seen taking a tour of the park’s 
mangrove forests, squealing with excitement as a denizen of the forest makes a brief appearance. 
Indeed, Pasir Ris Park is a unique place that is able to draw Singaporeans from every age group. Its 
many amenities and nature spots have provided visitors a means of entertainment and relaxation, 
while still keeping in touch with nature. It is the special memories that it holds that will keep Pasir 
Ris Park relevant regardless of the unceasing development of other local attractions.  
 
467 words
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9Vocabulary 
 
facade  the front of a building, especially an imposing or decorative one 
 
enticing entice: to lead on by exciting hope or desire  
 
respite  a delay or cessation for a time, especially of anything distressing or trying; 

an interval of relief  
 
repose  peace; tranquillity; calm  
 
iridescent  displaying a play of lustrous colors like those of the rainbow 
 
denizen   an inhabitant; resident 
 
unceasing not stopping; continuous  



 

                                                                                                     PhD Education | www.phd‐education.com.sg 
 

1
0 13.  Write about an occasion when you unexpectedly discovered a talent you never  
knew you had. 

       
Essay 1 

For most of my life I hated PE class. To put it kindly, I was not particularly athletic; to be more 
truthful, I was so poorly-coordinated that every day was an adventure filled with scrapes and 
bruises. PE throughout primary school was a litany of endless disaster: sprained ankles, scraped 
knees, and the occasional broken elbow or dislocated shoulder. I seemed to physically attract 
swinging floorball sticks and flying basketballs. All this gave me good reason to groan when Mr. Soh, 
our PE teacher, led my class to the field and announced that we would be playing football. 
 
It was a warm day and just outside the school gates there was the toothy buzzing sound of grass 
being cut. We were split into two groups with a mix of male and female students. Immediately I 
volunteered to be the goalkeeper; I usually picked the position that required the least amount of 
movement and hence contained minimal danger. I pulled on the gloves, made my way toward the goal 
posts and watched as the kickoff took place.  
 
My teammates appeared to be providentially talented at football; for most of the first fifteen 
minutes, I had very little to do. My classmates were tiny, yelling spots in the distance. I spent a lot 
of time toeing the dirt and examining the shapes of the clouds in the sky. The sharp, earthy smell 
and the monotonous whirring of the grass being cut made me feel sleepy. I was becoming very 
interested in the progress of a fat ladybug marching toward my shoe when I heard the desperate 
shriek of a teammate calling my name. 
 
I glanced up; bearing down upon me and huffing like a furious rhinoceros was Imran, our school 
team star striker. Smoothly he kicked the ball; in a great, graceful white arc, the football soared 
through the air, spinning ferociously. Out of self-preservation I clumsily whacked it away. It fell at 
the feet of Ying Ling and she lashed another kick at the ball. I dove blindly, felt myself curl around 
the ball as it thudded into my stomach, and fell onto the ground clutching it, winded. 
 
Imran stared in astonishment. “Not bad,” he said.  
 
Three months, two PE classes and a string of weeks spent training with the team later, I found 
myself on the field in the first ‘B’ Division match of the season.  I could not help but eye the 
opponent strikers warily – they all looked unnaturally strong and well-muscled. As I pulled on my 
gloves and trudged towards my now-familiar goal posts, I wanted to confess that it had all been a 
fluke, that saving footballs was out of a desire to prevent my skull from being cracked and not out 
of any kind of talent. But then the whistle blew, the ball leapt through the air, and I promised 
myself that today of all days I would be paying no attention to any ladybugs at my feet. 
 
492 words 
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1Vocabulary 

 
litany  a prolonged or tedious account 
 
providentially  providential: opportune, fortunate, or lucky 
 
monotonous  lacking in variety; tediously unvarying 
 
warily  cautiously 
 
fluke   an accidental advantage; stroke of good luck   
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2 13.  Write about an occasion when you unexpectedly discovered a talent you never 
knew you had. 

 
Essay 2 

It all started because I was just a little slower than usual getting out of class, one afternoon. I was 
the typical insecure teenager at fourteen, bookish and inclined to bolt home once the school bell 
rang. This time though, I dallied, sliding my books into my bag whilst inclining my ear toward the 
meeting that was being held by the class committee.  
 
Earlier that morning, our form teacher had made a shocking announcement. She was to emigrate to 
Australia at the end of the term. Understandably, the class was in an uproar. She had supported us 
through the gruelling preliminary examinations and it was painful to think that she would not be 
around to celebrate the end of our graduating examinations. Everyone wanted to do something for 
her. I wanted to do something for her… 
 
I grimaced as our class monitor, Lina excitedly proposed a song and dance item. The committee 
enthusiastically concurred, and the plans were finalised within minutes. Lina would choreograph the 
dance, while someone procured the soundtrack “Until We Meet Again”. As to participation, surely it 
was appropriate that the entire class join in? 
 
Lina looked up and caught my eye. Before I could look away, she called out across the classroom. 
“Jen! What do you think? Do you want to join us?” I caught the bemused expressions on the faces 
of the rest of the committee. Their unspoken thoughts were written clearly in the cynical lift of an 
eyebrow – “Jen? She’d be the last person to ask for such performances!” Tentatively, I shrugged 
my shoulders. “Sure, I guess so.”  
 
At that, someone chuckled out loud. A tow-headed boy came forward, a familiar sneer on his face. 
This would be Gerald, my nemesis – our enmity was born out of a dislike of the other’s personality. 
“Wait a minute, Lina. We have to hold auditions, don’t we? We want this to be a good performance. 
We can’t just let anyone join because they suddenly feel like it.”  
 
Pride stirred in my chest. I had lived with the label of ‘misfit’ for the last couple of years, all 
because my shyness had been mistaken for arrogance. Even now, I could not break through the 
misconceptions that my classmates had of me – that I was good at nothing but burying my nose in 
books. Only the thought of the kindness of my form teacher and her quiet words of encouragement 
stopped me from making my customary retreat from such confrontations. 
 
I squared my shoulders, and squeezing my eyes shut, I opened my mouth and sang. The lyrics of the 
song, “Joyful, Joyful”, which I often danced to in the privacy of my room, lent me strength to push 
past the high notes of the chorus. There was silence as I ended, and cheeks burning, I opened my 
eyes to a row of slack-jawed classmates.  
 
That was how I got my solo.  
 
482 words  
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3Vocabulary 

 
dallied  dally: to waste time; loiter; delay 
 
grimaced grimace: to contort the face 
 
concurred concur: to accord in opinion; agree 
 
procured procure: to obtain or get by care, effort, or the use of special means 
 
bemused bemuse: to bewilder or confuse 
 
cynical  bitterly or sneeringly distrustful, contemptuous, or pessimistic 
 
nemesis an opponent or rival whom a person cannot beat or overcome  
 
enmity  a feeling or condition of hostility; hatred; ill will; animosity; antagonism 
 
 
 

  




